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Seven weeks of anticipation and 
focused effort.  One would expect 
the parashah preceding the chag 

of Shavuot to be replete with insights 
enabling us to prepare for this awesome 
occasion.  What ideas can we find in 
Parashat Bamidbar to inspire us for 
Kabbalat HaTorah?

The main theme we encounter in the 
parashah is the counting of Am Yisrael 
and assembling the tribes around the 
Mishkan. Each tribe had its own flag, its 
own color that reflected his uniqueness.  
This singular arrangement demonstrates 
a powerful lesson of how our lives should 
focus around spirituality and service of 
Hashem.  “Halachah” is rooted in the word 
“halichah”, to walk; Torah accompanies us 
with our individual character wherever 
we go, whatever we do. 

Rav Yaakov Kamenetsky in Emet 
LeYakov notes that the different color 
flags focused on the distinct identity of 
each shevet.  However, their differences 
were not a cause of disunity, rather 
when used for the service of Hashem, 
they complemented one another. This 
can be likened to the different parts 
of the body which operate in tandem 
enabling us to function smoothly. The key 
prerequisite to receive the Torah was the 
unified encampment of the Jews at Har 
Sinai.  Shavuot is a time to focus on the 

importance of Jewish unity, recognizing 
that we all have something to contribute 
to each other.  

Each angel embodies 
uniqueness in its singular 
mission in this world

The Orszshover Rebbe in Be’er 
Moshe notes something fascinating 
in the way the Torah describes the 
encampment.  The passuk tells us ‘Ish 
al diglo’ (Bamidbar1:52), implying that 
each person individually is connected 
to the ‘flag’ not, as we would expect, 
each collective shevet to their specific 
flag. Thus, the Be’er Moshe learns the 
importance of each person realizing 
that the vitality of his shevet is his 
responsibility. We are familiar with the 
mishna in Sanhedrin (4;5) that teaches 
“each person is obligated to say for me 
the world was created”. However, one’s 
obligation extends further still. The 
gemara in Kiddushin teaches that one 
who does a mitzvah creates a positive 
force that not only affects himself, it 
affects the entire world. Each person 
must feel a personal responsibility to 
bring awareness and glory of Hashem 
not only into one’s individual realm but 
into the collective lives of Am Yisrael.



OU ISRAEL CENTER         27

In Mesilot Bilvavam, Rav Binyamin 
Eisenberger reflects that the desire of 
the Jews to have flags stemmed from 
a yearning to be likened to the angels 
they saw at the time of receiving the 
Torah.  Each angel embodies uniqueness 
in its singular mission in this world.  
Likewise, each person has his own ‘flag’- 
distinctiveness in this world.  When 
preparing for Shavuot, one should feel that 
he has something special that no one else 
can possibly do to contribute to the world 
Hashem has created. Accordingly, this 
feeling should be extended to believe that 
the Torah could not be possibly given this 
year unless I, and the mission that makes 
me special, am present. Let us channel this 
specialness, let us be motivated to dedicate 
our lives to kedushah and commitment to 
Torah so that it lasts the entire year. 
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SALES:
YAVNIEL YAVNIEL - Villa + Rental Units! NIS 2,590,000!
OLD KATAMONOLD KATAMON * New on Market! Spacious 3 en suite 
bdrm. apt.  Beautifuly renovated!  Succah balcony!
*Bilu, 2 bdrms. renovated, 1st oor 
*Negba, Duplex 132 sqm + rooftop, parking!
RECHAVIARECHAVIA - Ben Maimon St. Beautiful new 240 sqm
garden apt. private entrance, storage, parking.
CITY CENTERCITY CENTER - 4 Bdrms, renovated, elevator, balconies.
ROMEMAROMEMA- New 137 sqm, 5 bdrms. (2 with en suite 
bathrooms) parking, storage, succah, view
HAR NOFHAR NOF * Shlav B, 3 bdrms, Succah, storage, view!
* Unique Villas for sale, 250- 330 sqm + rental units,
outdoor space, parking, view! Many options!
BAYIT V'GAN BAYIT V'GAN - 142 sqm, 212 sqm garden,
40 sqm terrace, view, parking, storage, NIS 3,490,000 !
RENTALS:
RECHAVIA  RECHAVIA  Fabulous new duplex, 200 sqm. terrace, view!  
HAR NOFHAR NOF  Villa, beautiful 6 bedrooms, view!
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