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Bearing 
the Ark of 
Hashem

Our Parsha, Nasso, treats of the 
service of the Leviim, continuing 
from the previous Parsha 

Bemidbar. Each of the Levite families, 
Kehat, Gershon, and Merari, were 
assigned specific tasks related to the 
Mishkan, and, concurrently, the families 
of the Leviim would be counted. Each 
tribe consisted of its own number of 
appropriate candidates, aged twenty to 
fifty years, to serve in the Mishkan – that 
of Kehat: 2,750; of Gershon: 2,630, and of 
Merari: 2,750.

The Kehatites were entrusted with 
carrying the most sacred parts of the 
Mishkan – the Kodesh Kodoshim (the 
“most holy” items in the Mishkan [after 
Rashi], including the Parochet (the 
Partition-Curtain), the Aron Ha-Edut (the 
Ark of Testimony). The Gershonites, in 
contrast, carried appurtenances of lesser 
holiness, namely, the “regular” curtains 
and hangings, among other items. 
The serving Levites from the family of 
Merari would be left with the relatively 
mundane tasks of carrying all the pegs 

and planks and associated items.

Now, Levy gave birth to three sons, 
Gershon, Kehat, and Merari (Bereishit 
46:11). So, why did the first-born Gershon 
not merit the responsibility for the 
holiest parts of the Tabernacle? The Kli 
Yakar explains that although Kehat was 
Levy’s second son, his progeny received 
their tasks in deference to the greatness 
of his descendants, Moshe and Aharon: A 
reward is due to those who struggle for 
the honor of Torah – “and not just to the 
older or more privileged.”

No wonder, then, that at the beginning 
of our Parsha, Hashem says regarding 
the directive to take a census of the sons 
of Gershon, that that counting should 
take place, “Gam Ken” – ‘As well’  (ibid: 
4:21). It seems that Moshe was to appease 
the Gershonites, who would have felt 
slighted. They were to be encouraged by 
the fact that all tasks performed by the 
Levites in the Mishkan were necessary. 
Rather than be disheartened, the 
Gershonites were being urged to serve 
Hashem with joy: Whether one bears the 
Ark or the hooks and curtains – everyone 
is a unique participant in the sacred 
service (R. Moshe Feinstein).

Notably, in this context, at the close of 
this section in the Parsha, the narrative 
recounts that there were, altogether, of 
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those who came “to perform the work of 
the service and the work of burden in the 
Ohel Moed,” some eight thousand, five 
hundred and eighty Leviim…“every man 
over his work and over his burden” (cf. 
Bemidbar 4:46-49).  We know that sum 
from the previous record (as above), but 
it appears that the Torah is teaching us 
something. Although we might assign 
varying levels of significance to the 
various Levite tasks, and thus to the 
prestige incumbent to each respective 
family, each of the Leviim was, 
nevertheless, an equal servant of G-d.

Rav Steinsaltz adds a slightly different 
perspective. In his language: The work 
of the Kehatites was “work in the sense 
of conveying the essence of things.” In 
truth, the Ark and its gold covering would 
have been too heavy to lift. Indeed, for 
the Talmudists, the whole operation was 
beyond nature:  “The Ark would carry 
its bearers” (Sotah 35a); the Ark existed 
“between the material and the spiritual.” 
As such, the Ark needed particularly 
lofty people to partake in its care.

And from the House of Kehat descended 
lofty people, indeed, including one 

Korach – despite his rebelliousness 
(for which he was duly punished). R. 
Steinsaltz advises that he fathered 
children who ultimately wrote psalms of 
“The Songs of Korach” (e.g., Psalm 44:1). 
These offspring were accomplished. 
They carried the Ark for Hashem – and 
on behalf of all of us. Moreover, there 
came forth from Korach’s descendants, 
Shmuel Hanavi, of whom it was said: 
“Moshe and Aharon among His priests, 
and Shmuel among those that call on His 
name” (Psalm 99:6).

May we, then, all be worthy, even 
today, of “bearing the Ark of Hashem.” 

Shabbat Shalom!

NACHI REALTY 054-461-3943
Reduced price! Inheart of Old Katamon. 
Ground floor no stairs. 3.5 rooms 75 meters. 
Renovated 2.39m NIS
Best Value in Rechavia! 4 rooms, 90 meters, 
4th floor with Shabbat Elevator.
Renovated, Private Land. 3.25m NIS
New building in Baka, 2-5 rooms, Spacious 
units with Mirpesot, parking, storage room 
and Shabbat Elevators. Prices start at 1.55m 
NIS

Talbieh: 4 rooms, good 
exposures elevator, parking.

Katamon: 5 room apt. 130 sq. duplex 
with roof terrace, Car park, Quiet st. 4.9 
million nis.
Katamon:  6 room 210 sq. duplex garden apt. 
Private entrance, parking, Close to shtiblech. 
7.7 million nis.
Katamon: Garden apt. 5 rooms 3 baths. 
renovated, parking, Centrally located to shops, 
transportation. Immediate

Rechavia Wolfson towers: 5 rooms 2.5 baths 
Renovated. Shabbat elevator, Knesset view.

For Sale

 SHIFFY SHNELLER REAL ESTATE

Shi�y@shneller co.il
052-2639702  |  www.shneller.co.il

For Rent
Pinsker building:  4 
rooms, views, terrace, 
High �oor, Shabbat Elevator, 
parking , long term.

Katamon: 6 room garden apt. Well kept. Long 
term.

For Rent


