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As A Bride 
and Groom

Parshat Naso is the longest parsha 
in the entire Torah. In addition to 
its notable 176 verses, it contains 

a wide range of topics. The parsha opens 
with a continuation of the counting of the 
tribe of Levi and concludes with Moshe 
placing the final touches on the Mishkan. 
The opening and closing sections form 
a cohesive unit. Yet unexpectedly, a 
variety of laws breaks up the flow in the 
narrative.

The following are the topics which 
seemingly are abruptly introduced:                         
a) Tumah, spiritual impurity of 
individuals who are required to leave the 
camp  b) Gezel HaGer, which involves one 
who steals from a convert and swears 
falsely, c) Sotah, a woman accused of 
being disloyal to her husband, d) Nazir, 
an individual who takes a vow to to be a 
Nazarite, e) Birchat Kohanim, the Priestly 
Blessing.

The overall structure looks like this:                     
˂ משכן ˂ ברכת כהנים  ˂ נזיר  ˂ סוטה  ˂ גזל הגר  ˂ טומאה  לויים 

How can a parsha with such mixed 
ambiance have a single theme?  One of 

Chassidut’s most seminal thinkers, Rebbe 
Tzadok HaKohen of Lublin (1823-1900) 
with penetrating insight Rebbe Tzadok 
weaves together a beautiful tapestry. In 
his eyes the seemingly disparate ideas 
all point in one direction: the notion of 
harmony. (Pri Tzadik, Parshar Naso, #3).

Let us proceed step by step. Following 
the count of the Leviim, the Torah turns 
to the topic of Tumah, ritual impurity. 
It actually speaks of three different 
forms of Tumah: Tumat Met, defilement 
by contact with a corpse, a Zav, which 
relates to a discharge from a male which 
causes impurity, and thirdly, the Metzora, 
who is inflicted with a skin ailment that 
requires seclusion.

These three forms of impurity reflect 
three distinct areas, all in the realm of 
midot. These are challenging areas, says 
the Rebbe, for all of us: Kavod, ego, Taava, 
desire, and Kinah, jealousy. These are 
unhealthy and unbecoming traits that 
every person struggles to prevail over 
(Pirkei Avot 4:28). ‘Tumat met’, addresses 
the trait of kavod, reminding a person that 
since we all eventually succumb to death, 
any inclination toward hubris or conceit 
should be subdued. The defilement of the 
Zav represents the potentially unhealthy 
trait of ta’ava. One is reminded to direct 
the sexual drive in a sanctified way. 
Finally Metzora symbolizes jealousy. It 
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is envy and resentment that often sparks 
one to speak Lashon Hara. In each of 
these cases the offender distances himself 
from his fellow Jew.  

The Holy One anxiously 
awaits the return of those that 
have strayed

It is here Rebbe Tzadok claims that the 
Torah valiantly teaches that although 
one finds himself ‘distant from the camp’ 
he/she must not feel demoralized or be 
disheartened. There is always a way 
back. The door to teshuva is always open.

Gezel Ha’ger, ‘Theft from a Convert’ is 
purposefully positioned next because it 
epitomizes the power of teshuva. This law 
details a case where money was stolen 
from a convert and the convert dies and 
does not have inheritors. The individual 
who stole now has no way to return the 
money due the fact that a convert, in the 
scenario presented here in the Torah, has 
no Jewish relatives. Although, ostensibly, 
there is no possible way to do teshuva, the 
Torah offers a way. He returns the money 
to the Kohen and thereby effectively 
repairs his sin.

The law of Gezel Ha’ger is the 
paradigmatic example that teshuva 
is always attainable. Remarkably, 
Maimonides in Hilchot Teshuva (Chapter 
1, Halacha 1) codifies the fundamental 
obligation of vidui, confession, based on 
the verse found in the passage of Gezel 
Ha’ger.  We discover here the following 
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powerful message: ‘Never despair; one is 
never too far from returning.’

The Torah now introduces two very 
unusual topics. Both underscore the 
power of teshuva. First the law of Sotah. 
What is the meaning behind this unusual 
ritual? One could conclude from a 
simple reading of this law that the goal 
is to determine the wife’s guilt. On the 
contrary, says the Rebbe, it is meant to 
assuage feelings of mistrust that have 
been wedged between husband and wife. 
If she is found to be innocent, a special 
blessing then ensues. The ritual of the 
‘Sotah water’ is meant to help heal a 
fractured home. God, so to speak, asks 
that His holy name be mixed into the 
water in order to restore peace to the 
home.

In the worst case scenario when the 
woman knows she is guilty, we are 
hopeful that the onerous and painful 
process she must undergo as a Sotah will 
persuade her to admit her sin. Once she 
does, she is on the road to recovery and 
mending her ways.

Interestingly, the Rebbe bolsters his 
thesis by pointing out that the name of 
God employed throughout the entire 
passage is the name that reflects the 
Almighty’s empathy and mercy - Yud- 
Heh-Vav-Heh. This is a further support 
that the intent of the Sotah ritual was for 
the sake of the woman’s well-being.

Turning to the next topic, following 
the law of Sotah is the law of the Nazir. 
The Nazir’s uniqueness is that he/she 
adopts a way of life, for a period of time, 

to abide by additional boundaries and 
limitations. Three added regulations: 
The Nazir does not drink wine, does not 
have contact with a corpse, and grows 
his hair long.

Rebbe Tzadok argued that each of 
these regulations is meant to enhance 
and intensify the individual’s spiritual 
life. The Nazir seeks to refine three midot 
that require careful watchfulness; Taava, 
Kavod and Kinah ( Pirkei Avot 4:28). This 
brings us full circle to the midot the 
Rebbe referenced above which the Nazir 
actively attempts to master.

The Nazir refrains from wine, a symbol 
of indulging in physical pleasure (Taava). 
The law of  ‘tamei met’ alludes to the 
flaws of conceit and ego which must be 
tamed by contemplating death (Kinah). 
Thirdly, a Nazir grows long hair. Hair 
in our holy literature often personifies 
chitzoniot, outer trappings, even 
bravado and brazenness, (Kavod), (ie, the 
hairiness of Esav). The Nazarite vow was 
often taken by one who is attempting to 
stand up against destructive thoughts 
and conduct. In a word, he is engaging 
in teshuva.

Remarkably, the Rebbe discovers 
between the lines an intricate mosaic 
which advances an inspiring lesson: The 
Holy One anxiously awaits the return of 
those that have strayed and only when 
wholeness is restored to the nation can 
holiness be actualized in the Mishkan.

Now we can understand why Birkat 
Kohanim is introduced now. Only at this 
time may it be recited by the Kohanim. 
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It is purposefully placed in this location 
in the Torah to teach that shalom is 
synonymous with shleimut, unity and 
brotherhood; peace is dependent on the 
nation integrating as one.

We now can appreciate the placement of 
the pasuk relaying Moshe’s completion of 
the Mishkan which states; “And it came to 
pass on the day that Moshe had completed 
setting up the Tabernacle…” (Bemidbar 
7:1). Only now does God’s presence dwell 
in the Mishkan. The Shechinah dwells 
only where there is brotherhood and 
cohesiveness.

The Sages describe a scenario of a 
husband and wife who live in harmony 
the following way: “If there is peace 
between a husband and a wife, the 
Shechinah dwells between them” (Talmud 
Sotah 17a). Similarly, commenting on the 
pasuk from our parsha which describes 
Moshe’s completion of the Mishkan,                                            
 Rashi says that the word ,ויהי ביום כלותכלות משה
kalot, ‘completion’, also alludes to the 
word kalah, ‘bride’. Apparently, the union 
of God and the people was achieved 
when a united people joined hands with 
the groom (Hashem) and entered the 
chuppah, bridal canopy. (Bemidbar, Rashi, 
7:1).

The extensive venture of building a 
Sanctuary for the Divine has finally come 
to fruition. The unique progression in 
the parsha illuminates the idea that the 
Shechinah could not find an abode in this 
world unless the Mishkan supplied a portal 
for every Jew to feel at one with Hashem 
and at one with the Nation of Israel. 
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