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Gynecology in Accordance with Halacha RABBI GIDEON

WEITZMAN

The  
“Complete 
Medication”

Last week we saw the difference of 
opinion between the Magen Avra-
ham and the Pri Megadim using 

as-yet untested medication. According 
to the Magen Avraham it is forbidden 
to break Shabbat to use an experimen-
tal medical procedure. The Pri Megadim 
questions this approach, since we are 
obligated to save life even if it means 
breaking Shabbat or any other mitzvah. 
If so, why can we not use experimental 
treatment on Shabbat? The Pri Megad-
im explains that there is a distinction 
between a patient who is dangerously ill 
for whom we can use any medication, 
including an experimental treatment, 

and a patient whose life is not in danger. 
In the latter case only a tried and tested 
method can be used.

Another possible explanation can be 
derived from the Gaon of Vilna’s gloss 
on the Shulchan Aruch. The Rema 
(Yoreh Deah 155:3) writes that we can 
only feed a sick person with a forbidden 
substance if it is a proven remedy 
according to experts. The Gaon cites the 
source for this halachic decision as the 
Mishnah in Yoma (8:6), that if a rabid 
dog bit a person we cannot feed him 
from the dog’s liver, and Rabbi Matya 
ben Charash permits him to eat the non-
kosher dog’s liver.

The Rambam explains the reason 
why it is forbidden to eat the liver 
that this was not considered a medical 
treatment. Medicine is that which 
works in a natural fashion and has been 
tried and tested. Eating the dog’s liver 

Securities offered through Portfolio Resources Group. Inc., member of FINRA, SIPC, MSRB, SIFMA

US BROKERAGE SERVICES IN ISRAEL

Get the Best of Both Worlds
Keep your money in the US and receive

local expert investment advice 

02-624-0995  054-599-9530
aaron@lighthousecapital.co.il  www.aaronkatsman.com

CALL



OU ISRAEL CENTER         47

does not have a medical basis and, if it 
does work, it does so in a supernatural 
way and, as such, is not a strong and 
trustworthy medication.

Rabbi Ovadia Bartenura has a slightly 
different explanation; even though 
doctors do use this treatment it is not 
a “complete medication” and therefore 
cannot be used, since it is not kosher.

The Bartenura’s understanding is 
that the medication sometimes works 
and sometimes does not work; if so, we 
should be permitted to use it since the 
person who was bitten by a rabid dog 
is in danger, and eating the dog’s liver 
may work. Rabbi Yitzchak Zilberstein 
(Shiurei Torah Lerofim, III:169) clarifies 
the Bartenura’s position that this 
treatment only works on rare occasions 
and is therefore forbidden.

While there may be many doctors 
who use this remedy, since it is rarely 
successful and has not been proven to 
be effective, it cannot be used.

Based on this, it would seem that it is 
forbidden to use a new experimental 
treatment for Covid 19 until it has been 
tested and found to be effective and has 
been approved by the Health Ministry.

More on this next week. 
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