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My Unique 
Fingerprint
ח  שַׁ ִהמָּ יוֹם  בְּ ַח  ְזבֵּ ַהמִּ ת  ֲחֻנכַּ ֵאת  שִִׂאים  ַהנְּ ְקִריבּו  ַויַּ

ַח. ְזבֵּ ָנם ִלְפֵני ַהמִּ ִשׂיִאם ֶאת ָקְרבָּ ְקִריבּו ַהנְּ אֹתוֹ ַויַּ

And the princes brought the 
dedication offering on the day that it 
was anointed, and the princes brought 
their offering before the altar. (Num. 
7:10)

In case we had any doubt that the 
Torah is not a storybook, Naso proves 
the point. The Torah could have related 
the dramatic moments when the 
Mishkan was consecrated and given 
us a sense of the excitement and joy at 
this momentous event. Yet instead we 
are given a detailed description of the 
sacrifices brought by each one of the 
twelve princes of the tribes of Israel.

When the same verses are repeated 
twelve times in what seems to be a 
boring list, the Torah must be sending 
us a message. People are not robots. The 
list of sacrifices cannot be compared to 
a shopping list that is repeated twelve 
times. Each one of the princes has his 
own feelings, thoughts, and personal 
touch which he brings with him when 
he offers the sacrifices. The list may be 

the same, but each person’s offering is 
important in its own right.

We all have unique fingerprints. Each 
one of us is a singular creation, a one-
hit wonder. Each one of us also forges 
his or her own connection to the Torah, 
a connection that can also be compared 
to a fingerprint. When you study the 
Torah, you are bonding with it in your 
unique way, which no one else can 
reproduce. You can copy homework 
from someone else or ask someone 
else to study on your behalf, but when 
it comes to your bond with the Torah, 
no one but you can create your unique 
connection.

In this parsha as well, each prince 
is a separate individual, each has his 
own thoughts and feelings about his 
sacrifices and thus each of the twelve 
sets is different. It would be pointless 
for one prince to bring the sacrifices 
on behalf of all the others. Each has 
his own role to play, and each adds his 
unique, individual imprint. 
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