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TTriddles are coming back
Last week's FPTL TTriddle was 12 Tribal
Leaders. SH'NEIM ASAR N'SI'IM = 1371. And
almost a match to the sedra, as well, which
lists the 12 tribal leaders of Bnei Yisrael.
Why, almost. Because the phrase 12 tribal
leaders that is numerically 1371, was referring
to those of Yishmael.

Another type of TTriddle is a ParshaPix
Unexplained. In last week's PP there was a
photo of HaRav Isser Zalman Meltzer zt"l,
who was known as the EVEN HA'EIZEL,
because of his commentary on Rambam's
Mishneh Torah. The term EVEN HA'EIZEL is
found in the Machar Chodesh Haftara. This
TTriddle was beautifully solved (and then
some) by Rabbi Meir S (didn't know if you
wanted your full name to be used).

Chag Samei'ach -
What's cooking?
Meat dishes are the main custom of
Yom Tov, being part of the definition of
SIMCHAT YOM TOV. Dairy dishes are
the particular custom of Shavuot.

Some people will have dairy and night
and meat during the days. Others, vis
versa. Some will have a short dairy meal,
bench, reset the table, and after a break
will wash again for a meat meal. Each
according to one's custom. 

There are many "reasons" for the

custom of dairy dishes on Shavuot.
Some reasons explain why we eat dairy,
while others make sense only in the
context of having BOTH dairy and meat
dishes. Details are beyond the space
restraint of this page.

Let me focus on the aforementioned LO
T'VASHEIL G'DI BACHALEIV IMO.

The Written Torah is very cryptic about
Meat in Milk. In fact, there is a Midrash
that Moshe Rabeinu asked G-d's
permission to write, Do not cook meant
in milk, in order to alleviate some confu-
sion. G-d insisted the Moshe write
exactly as He dictates and to expalin to
the people the details of the Laws of
Milk in Meat, as part of the Oral Law that
G-d gave to Moshe together with the
Written Word.

In the Written Word, Do not cook - 3
times. Oral Law: Cooking, eating that
which is cooked, deriving benefit
therefrom is prohibited by Torah Law.
Meat of cow, goat, and sheep, with the
milk of cow, goat, and sheep are forbid-
den by Torah Law - even if the source of
the meat and the source of the milk are
totally unrelated. Many, many more
details of the halachot of Basar b'Chalav
- not for now.

What is for now, is this: The food
customs of Shavuot focus on one area
of mitzva, but they are a microcosm of
the whole Torah. The partnership
between Written and Oral Law is vital to
learn and understand on this Z'MAN
MATAN TORATEINU... and always. gny bg


