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FROM THE SCHOOL
OF THE RAMCHAL BY JACOB SOLOMON

Miriam and Aharon spoke against 
Moshe, about the Cushite 
woman he had taken as a wife. 

For indeed he had married a Cushite 
woman. They said: “Does G-d only speak 
with Moshe? Doesn’t He also speak to us?” 

G-d listened and took note. 

Moshe was the humblest of all people...  
(12:1-3)

These words introduce the story 
of where Miriam, Moshe’ sister was 
punished with tzaraat, a Divinely-
imposed skin condition, because she 
“spoke against Moshe”. 

This passage does not specify what 
Miriam and Aaron actually said about 
Moshe. The meforashim differ, from 
taking their words literally as referring 
to Moses’ previous wife from “Cush” 
(popularly identified as the area of today’s 
Sudan/Ethiopia), to their words being 

a euphemism for putting his current 
marital duties in second place to directing 
the physical and spiritual welfare of Am 
Yisrael. 

The situation of a person being so 
immersed in his work that he has no 
time for home life is well-known. There 
are two broad categories of people who 
behave in that way. At one extreme, a 
person finds communal duties exciting, 
fulfilling, and the ultimate source of 
prestige and satisfaction. He does not get 
the same pleasure from his family. He 
therefore, by degrees, selfishly comes to 
neglect his family.

At the other extreme, there is a 
completely different type of individual. 
He wishes he could give more to his wife 
and children, but circumstances force him 
otherwise. He does not seek distinction 
and public honor, but accepts the fact that 
he, and he only can direct the destiny of 
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his people in the best way. It is not what 
he wants: as Moshe early declared: “Who 
am I that I should go before Pharaoh, and 
direct the Israelite Exodus from Egypt? 
“ (Shemot 3:11). But when he is in the 
position of having to step forward and 
direct, he does not shirk his duties. And 
such is the nature of those duties that they 
leave no time for other things.

Moshe always had to be in 
the state of extreme tahara, 
purity, because of his constant 
communication with G-d

That was the nature of Moses’ humility. 
He was humble in that he accepted G-d’s 
directives to guide the destiny of the 
“kingdom of priests and holy nation: (Ex. 
19:6), even though it went quite against 
his nature. He didn’t direct his own 
career according to his tastes. He was 
humble enough to know that the needs of 
the public and the command of G-d had 
priorities, and there were only 24 hours 
in a day. 

The Kitvei Ramad Vali (R. Moshe David 
Vali, student of the Ramchal) follows 
the explanation that his activities did 
not include giving attention to Zippora, 
his wife.  His approach implies that 
the offence was putting Moshe’ work 
in the wrong context. They looked at 
Moses’ private situation, but they did not 
consider what he was doing or who he 
really was. 

For Miriam and Aharon were indeed 

great prophets, but Moshe was much 
higher: he was the greatest of all 
prophets. Whereas there had certainly 
been occasions where G-d communicated 
with Miriam and Aharon, Moshe was in 
regular and more intense touch with G-d. 
Thus being on a great level still allowed 
for family life in all its ramifications, but 
being on the greatest level did not. As 
well as bearing the weight of Am Yisrael 
on his shoulders, the Ramad explains 
that Moshe always had to be in the state 
of extreme tahara, purity, because of 
his constant communication with G-d in 
directing the instruction and welfare of 
Am Yisrael. If Miriam and Aharon were 
Gedolim, they were not quite in touch 
what it meant to be the Gadol of Gedolim. 

And the difference between a Gadol 
and the Gadol Sheba-Gedolim was not 
something that he could communicate 
to those next level down; to those who 
considered themselves in matters of 
family to be his equal: “We do it, so why 
doesn’t he?”. Moshe was the humblest of 
all people. He kept quiet: “what is already 
crooked cannot be put straight” (Kohelet 
1:15). Let G-d take care of it! That was 
also Moshe’ humility.

Indeed, the Torah, whispers otherwise. 
Aaron and Miriam had not interpreted 
Moshe behavior in the right context, 
but in a deprecating way. Moses put 
his communal duties before his family 
because, as the “humblest of people” he 
followed G-d’s directives, knowing, as 
Avraham Avinu with the Akeida before 
him, that He knew what was best at the 
time. 


