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 Machon Puah for Fertility and
Gynecology in Accordance with Halacha RABBI GIDEON

WEITZMAN

The 
Sanhedrin 
and Medicine

Last week we saw that the Bartenura 
only permitted using a medication 
that was effective if the remedy in-

volved some halachic question. Even if 
some doctors approve the medical treat-
ment, unless it is recognized by the wider 
medical community of experts, it cannot 
be used.

This may explain why the members 
of the Sanhedrin have to be Torah 
scholars and wise men, and must also 
know medicine. (See Rambam, Hilchot 
Sanhedrin 2:1) Rabbi David ben Shlomo 
ibn Avi Zimra, the Radvaz, explains the 
reason for the requirement of medical 

knowledge. “That they should know the 
things that heal naturally and that can 
be taken on Shabbat, as opposed to that 
which heals supernaturally.”

Why must these Torah scholars know 
medicine? Surely it would be sufficient 
if they were to consult with doctors who 
would give their expert opinion. Rabbi 
Zilberstein (Shiurei Torah Lerofim III:169) 
suggests that there are situations of doubt 
in which the medications have not been 
completely tested and it is difficult to 
give a clear indication as to how effective 
they are. The doctor may not be able to 
determine whether they are halachically 
considered to be a “complete medication” 
in the words of the Bartenura, that can 
be used even if it involves a halachic 
prohibition.

In such cases it is essential that the 
members of the Sanhedrin are able to 
give a competent explanation of the 
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medical situation. Together they can 
reach a halachic decision as to whether 
the medication is sufficiently effective, 
which will permit it to be used.

But this only refers to experimental 
treatment. If a drug has been proven to be 
successful and is backed by expert doctors 
and scientific evidence, then it can and 
should be used. This is the case even if 
there are medical experts who disagree 
and claim that the medical treatment is 
ineffective.

According to this explanation there is 
no difference of opinion as to whether 
one can use an experimental treatment. 
Everyone agrees that a drug that has a 
medical basis, and where the science is 
sound, can be used and should be used 
even if it involves a halachic prohibition. 
However, if the medication works in a 
“supernatural” way, then it can only be 
used if it does not ‘compromise’ a halachic 
obligation.

What would be the halacha 
regarding a completely new therapy 
or vaccination? If the treatment had a 
certain danger, or a number of people 
would be adversely affected before 
a cure would be found, would the 
halacha permit such trials?

More on this next week. 

The Puah Institute is based in Jerusalem 
and helps couples from all over the world 
who are experiencing fertility problems. 
Offices in Jerusalem, New York, Los Angeles 
& Paris. Contact (Isr) 02-651-5050 (US) 718-
336-0603 www.puahonline.org
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CORONA INSURANCE CHECKLIST

Can Mom and Dad take out
local health insurance now 
that they’re stuck here? 

What are the options for 
life/health insurance? 

Can we get a better deal on 
our car/home insurance? 

Egert and Cohen 
We’re here when you need us (especially now!)

Call E/C

Call E/C

Call E/C

ARNONA- view of the Old City, 2 bedrooms, 89 sqm, 
Shabbat elevator, storage, parking, 2  balconies, 2 
bathrooms

ARNONA- 3 bedrooms, 100 s.q.m, elevator, 2 parking, 
storage, balcony, light & airy, 5 minutes from baka

ARMON HANATZIV- ELKAHI -new in the market 
3 bedroom, 90 s.q.m  light, view, storage, a/c, only 
1,390,000nis

BAKA- Derech Chevron- Arabic house 2 bedrooms, private 
entrance, no steps, handicapped accesible, 50m garden, 
parking, walking dist. to Kotel and First Station, close to 
buses. Can be used as an office. 1,780,000 nis

ARNONA- 4 bedrooms, 126 m, nicest in Arnona, reno-
vated, breath-taking view, sukkah porch, spacious living 
room, Shabbat elevator, 2 parking spots, large machsan, 
central A/C, private heating

OLD KATAMON- DUPLEX- 5 bedrooms, 150m +building 
rights, 2 Sukka porches 100 m, authentic Arab house, 4 air 
directions, very very special.

077-215-1200 // 054-246-0246

www.hemed-nadlan.co.il


