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The Power of 
Music
אָֹתם  ֲעשֶׂה  תַּ ה  ִמְקשָׁ ֶסף  כֶּ ֲחצוְֹצרֹת  י  תֵּ שְׁ ְלָך  ֲעשֵׂה 

ֲחנוֹת. ע ֶאת ַהמַּ ְוָהיּו ְלָך ְלִמְקָרא ָהֵעָדה ּוְלַמסַּ

Make for yourself two silver 
trumpets; you shall make them from a 
beaten form; they shall be used by you 
to summon the congregation and to 
announce the departure of the camps. 
(Num. 10:2)

When the words cease and the music 
begins, everything changes. The world 
of music is higher than the world of 
speech, and the Torah tells us to go up 
a notch every so often and let the music 
take over. Moses is instructed to prepare 
two silver trumpets and blow them 
on certain occasions, such as when he 
wants to assemble the entire nation, 
when they are forced to go to war, or for 
happier events and offering sacrifices 
during the festivals.

The Sefer HaHinukh explains the 
reasons for this special commandment 
of blowing the trumpets. Although the 
explanation was written seven hundred 
years ago, its message is still relevant 
today.

Given a person’s physical nature, one 
needs great awakening to do things, and 
there is nothing that will awaken more 
than the sound of music, especially 
the sound of the trumpets, the greatest 
sound of any musical instrument. There 
is another advantage of the sound of the 
trumpet, in addition to the fact that it 
awakens a person to act. The sound of 
the music also brings a person to remove 
thoughts of all other matters from his 
heart, so that he can focus only on the 
sacrifice. Why should I speak at length 
about this sound? Anyone who has 
listened to the sound of the shofar with 
concentration will understand my point.

The author of Sefer HaHinukh explains 
that we are awakened when we hear 
a musical tune and our thoughts and 
concerns are washed away. He added that 
he has no need for lengthy explanations; 
anyone who has ever listened to the 
shofar blowing will understand what he 
means. 
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