
48     TORAH TIDBITS / KORACH 5780

Some Are 
Equal – And 
Some Are 
More Equal?

Today it’s in vogue to say that we are 
all equal. That’s true in the sense 
that whether we are drawers of 

water or members of parliament, we are 
all subject to the laws of the land; we are 
all responsible to live up to our duties 
as Jews. We are equally to observe the 
commandments and to pray to Hashem; 
we are, each of us, to do Teshuvah where 
necessary and sanctify G-d’s name in this 
world. 

We are all created in the image of G-d, 
and that devolves upon us to behave 
accordingly. To use the language of Harav 
J. B. Soloveitchik, we are to run our lives 
according to the premise of imitatio dei – 
thus, to imitate the ways of Hashem. These 
attributes have been handed down to us 
from Sinai throughout the generations.

As much as we must equally observe 
the laws of the Torah and thus to set our 
moral compass, not all the directives apply 
to us on an equal standing. Much depends 
on our status: Are we men or women? 
Are we Kohanim, Leviim, or Yisra’elim? 
Are we kings of Israel or members of the 
Sanhedrin? And even as Kohanim, are we 
on the level of a High Priest or a regular 
priest?

When Korach and his followers 
approached Moshe to complain, one of 
their focal arguments with Moshe was that 
all Jews are holy and, therefore, equally 
deserving of sharing the burdens of 
leadership and responsibility. In the guise 
of a knowledgeable individual (but also 
by way of mocking Moshe), Korach asked 
Moshe why a Beit Knesset full of holy books 
requires a Mezuzah (Midrash Rabbah). 
Korach’s intention, it appears, was to argue 
that because all the books are sacred, there 
is no need for a Mezuzah [to add holiness]. 
Correspondingly, since every Jew is holy, 
there was no need to complement their 
collective sanctity with the additional, 
“privileged” circle of Aharon and the 
Kohanim.

The Lubavitcher Rebbe, in his inimitable 
fashion, reminds us, as did Moshe tell 
Korach, that what matters is the will of 
Hashem and not the will of individuals 
like Korach or those he supposedly 
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represented. Perhaps, here, is the classic 
clash between democracy and theocracy. 
Although all the books were holy, as were 
the people, ultimately, Hashem (in His 
wisdom) desired that there should be a 
Mezuzah on the Beit Hamedrash door 
and that Kohanim should serve within the 
community of Israel.

The Rebbe explains: The books may lie 
within the room, as holy as they are. But 
when a Jew enters and exits that room 
and kisses the Mezuzah, the Kedushah of 
the Mezuzah exudes inwards to the room 
and outwards to the world. The Mezuzah 
“proclaims” to the whole world that within 
that dwelling reside Jews dedicated to 
Hashem’s ways.

Similarly, it is Hashem’s will that there 
be Kohanim, Jews singled out to serve God, 
specifically in days gone by in the Mishkan 
and Beit Hamikdash. All their being 
was dedicated to that service, and they 
served as role models to the people. The 
Kohanim were teachers and, surely, as the 
descendants of Aharon would have served 
as the peacemakers in the community.

We are not equal – and as such, we should 
not look consistently over our shoulders 
at the other.  We each have the religious 
frameworks that Hashem chose for us. The 
challenge is not only to accept whatever 
status we have, but also to live, pray, and 
work together in harmony. Each of us 
could try to “be a Kohen,” but, ultimately, 
we should first be whoever we are. 

Shabbat Shalom!
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