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Cucumbers 
Near 
Tomatoes

Question: Before planting, my children 
researched and understood that between 
a spreading plant (cucumber) and a non-
spreading plant (tomatoes) they could 
leave just 1.5 tefachim. They planted the 
garden like that. Since then, two neighbors 
mentioned that we might need more 
space between the cucumbers and other 
vegetables. I wanted to check if we had 
made a mistake, and if so if we could just 
move one and still consume the vegetables. 

Answer: Your children are correct. And 
so are your neighbors. For most vegetables, 
a separation of 1.5 tefachim is sufficient. 
Pumpkins are invasive, and Chazal 
instituted that other vegetables need to 
be distanced from them an additional 2 
amot (1.5 tefachim plus 2 amot). There 
is a dispute whether cucumbers are 
considered an invasive crop, since they 
spread out to the sides less than pumpkin 
and watermelon do.

Moreover, many halachic authorities 
maintain that this stringency applies only 
to what was known as Greek pumpkin, 

dela’at yevanit—not to all pumpkin 
strains. The Chazon Ish writes that 
today this pumpkin variety no longer 
exists. Therefore, he rules that the 
entire Cucurbitaceae family (pumpkin, 
watermelon, melon, squash, cucumbers) 
only require a distance of 1.5 tefachim 
from one another. Rabbi Yaakov Ariel, 
on the other hand, maintains that 
all curcubits should be distanced an 
additional 2 amot.

Lechatechila, we at the Torah VeHa’aretz 
Institute are stringent in both disputes: 
we consider all curcubits, cucumbers 
included, as invasive species that 
should be distanced from non-invasive 
vegetables by 2 amot and 1.5 tefachim: 
108 cm. Therefore, in your situation it 
is best to transplant one of the crops 
(cucumber or tomato) so that they 
are at least 108 cm from each other. 
However, if this is difficult, it is possible 
to rely on the lenient opinions and leave 
them as they are. 


