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Kosher and 
Non-Kosher 
Food on the 
Same Table

In previous articles, the rabbinic decree 
of not having milk and meat on the 
same table was discussed. This article 

will examine the application of having 
kosher and non-kosher food at the same 
table.

The Ran (Chulin 32b) and Ramban 
(Avodah Zara 66b) explicitly state that the 
prohibition only relates to milk and meat 
on the same table. This is based on the fact 
that milk and meat are both permissible for 
consumption on their own and therefore 
may be accidently mixed or eaten together. 

There are three opinions among the 
later authorities regarding having other 
combinations of foods at the same table.

The Shach (YD 88:2) brings proof from 
the Rosh and Orchot Chaim that all 
combinations of permissible and non-
permissible foods should be included in 
the decree of not eating at the same table 
unless a hekeir (obvious visual reminder) 
is present. 

It should be noted that when the 
Gemara (Chulin 104b) discusses the 
original decree, it mentions that 
bread that is “challah” (the mitzvah of 
removing a certain amount of dough or 
bread and then giving it to the Kohen to 
eat. see Bamidbar 15:20) (in Israel and 
not abroad), may not be eaten at the 
same table with non-kohanim who are 
prohibited to consume “challah”. The fact 
that the Gemara brings another type of 
prohibition, in addition to milk and meat 
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might be proof that one may not have any 
prohibited food on the table while eating. 

The Shach explains that bread is unique, 
since it is an essential part of the meal. He 
concludes that only certain foods have 
the additional prohibition. These include 
eating (Kosher for Passover food) at a 
table on Pesach with a non-Jew eating 
his chametz. The Rashba rules that even 
a hekeir would not suffice since chametz 
is so severe (and is a transgression even 
if as much as a crumb mixes in). The 

other category, as previously mentioned 
is bread. Any non-kosher bread (such 
as bread that contains non-kosher 
ingredients or that was baked in an 
oven with non-kosher food) may not be 
eaten on the same table unless a hekeir is 
present. 

The Yad Yehuda (88:2) disagrees with 
the Shach and is lenient regarding non-
kosher bread. According to his view, the 
Gemara regarding challah is not sufficient 
proof since Kohanim can consume it. 
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Because it remains permissible for some 
Jews (i.e. Kohanim), it raises the risk that 
someone else might partake of  it too, 
and therefore the prohibition should 
apply. He adds that chametz may not 
serve as proof (to extend the prohibition 
to other forbidden foods), since the 
halachot regarding chametz are much 
more severe, and one is prohibited from 
owning or looking at his chametz. As 
such, sufficient proof cannot be derived 
to extend the decree regarding meat and 
milk on the same table.

The Pri Toar (88:1) is the most stringent 
of the three opinions. He maintains 
that the Gemara regarding “challah” is 
proof that it applies to other examples 
of prohibitions that should not be on the 
table when one is eating. He concludes 
that any prohibition that is not apparent 
or obvious is part of the decree of our 
Sages. However, it is permitted to have 
items on the same table that are brought 
by a non-Jew such as his wine (without 
a hekeir), since it is apparent that it 
belongs to the non-Jew and is obviously 
prohibited. Based on this view, when 
eating with another Jew who brings fruit 
to the table that is not kosher (orlah i.e. 
from the first 3 years of harvest, or tevel 
i.e. fruit that has not been tithed), there 
must be a hekeir between them. On the 
other hand, if the other diner is eating 
shell-fish or pork, which are obviously 
not kosher there is low risk, and therefore, 
no requirement for a hekeir.

To summarize there are three opinions 
regarding eating kosher food while non-
kosher food is present at the same table:
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The Shach holds that chametz and 
non-kosher bread may not be eaten 
at the same table as permissible food. 
(Regarding chametz, even a hekeir would 
not suffice.) 

The Yad Yehuda rules that only chametz 
is prohibited at the same table as kosher 
for Passover food. Kosher food may be 
consumed at a table at which other non-
kosher foods are being consumed.

The Pri Toar is the most stringent. 
Any non-kosher food item that is not 
obviously non-kosher may not be eaten 
at the same table as kosher food. Only an 
obvious item, such as a non-Jew’s wine 
may be present at the table.

These situations can be quite common 
when on a vacation or traveling, or in a 
workplace. There is much reason to be 
stringent in these areas since modern 
food production is quite advanced and 
many foods that might seem fine on the 
exterior might have serious halachic 
questions in essence (see Ben Yisrael 
Lamim 88 note 5).

When sitting in a university dining 
hall or a workplace with non-Jews eating 
non-kosher, one should be discrete and 
creative in placing a hekeir in order to 
remember not to taste or share their 
food. This should be done in a fashion 
which does not insult the other diners. 


