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Everyone,               
A Diamond

For more than half a century, Rav 
Ephraim and Rebbetzin Miriam 
Rosenblum have been shluchim 

of the Lubavitcher Rebbe to Pittsburgh, 
Pennsylvania, serving the community 
as dedicated educators and role models. 
When Rebbetzin Miriam (nee Wolosow) 
was a young girl of nine years old, she 
and her family were living in Dublin, 
Ireland, a city with relatively few Jewish 
girls her age. Seeking social connection, 
she was happy to find a friend in the 
neighborhood named Lila Zolondik who 
came from a family less knowledgeable 
and observant of Jewish law than Miriam. 
The friendship also assumed a deeper 
dimension, with Miriam guiding and 
encouraging Lila toward engagement 
with Torah and mitzvos with love and 
sensitivity.

When tragedy struck the Zolondik 
family and Lila’s father passed away, 
Miriam wrote the Rebbe about her 
friend’s situation, and asked for a blessing 

for her wellbeing and success.

Years later, Miriam travelled to New 
York with her family, and had her first 
yechidus, in-person encounter with the 
Lubavitcher Rebbe. After exchanging 
the formal greetings and blessings upon 
meeting, the Rebbe’s first question was: 
“How is your friend Lila Zolondik? Are 
you still in contact with her?”

REBELLION OF KORACH

This week’s sedra details the rebellion of 
Korach, a talented and righteous Jew with 
great potential for leadership and impact 
on Klal Yisrael, who remains an example 
of tragic failure and fall from grace. 

Korach was fixated on structure, roles 
and titles. He spent his time focusing on 
who is deserving of status and power. 
While seeking to appear as a champion 
of spiritual equality and open religious 
access within the community, Korach 
also made the claim that he himself was 
most qualified and worthy of being the 
Kohen Gadol. For Korach, leadership 
clearly meant power, entitlement and self-
importance.

On the opposite end of the spectrum 
was Moshe Rabbeinu, anav m’kol adam, 
“the most humble human being”. This 
remains the paradigm of authentic Jewish 
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leadership: humility, self sacrifice and 
complete bittul, self effacement, before the 
needs of the people and Will of Hashem.

REBBE MENACHEM               
MENDEL SCHNEERSOHN 

ZY’A

This week will mark Gimel Tammuz, 
the Yahrtzeit of Rebbe Menachem Mendel 
Schneersohn zy’a. An indefatigable 
leader overseeing a worldwide network 
of shlichus, the Rebbe was a Tzadik, Gadol 
baTorah, Commander in Chief, Nasi, 
revolutionary, spiritual entrepreneur, 
and at the same time, a loving father 
figure who never lost sight of individuals. 
Over the course of decades of nesiyus, 
leadership — in addition to personal 
meetings, phone calls and requests for 
advice and blessings from around the 
world — the Rebbe received, personally 
read and answered, more than 400 
letters every day. At the same time he 
engaged countless personal interactions 
from across the globe, and his advice and 
blessings were sought after by powerful 
world leaders, influential politicians and 
Gedolei Yisrael of all stripes. 

What is striking about our opening 
anecdote is something far beyond the 
phenomenal recall of the Rebbe, his 
ability to remember a little girl from 
across the world whom he’d never met. 
There is something in this anecdote that 
is more significant than his genius, his 
hand in global affairs, politics, and even 
his dedication to the welfare of Klal 
Yisrael. It was the Rebbe’s extraordinary 

care and concern, transcending years 
and continents, for a single, ‘regular’ 
Jewish child from Dublin. 

For years, each Sunday, the Rebbe 
would receive thousands of visitors 
from all walks of life, standing for hours 
upon hours, just to give each and every 
petitioner a dollar for tzedakah and a 
blessing. One Sunday, an elderly woman 
came and inquired of the Rebbe: “All this 
time on your feet… how is it that you don’t 
tire?” Smiling, the Rebbe responded, 
“When you are counting diamonds you 
never get tired.”

For the Rebbe, every Jew, indeed every 
human being was infinitely important 
and precious. The Rebbe related to 
the deepest part of human beings, 
connecting to the soul, and essence of 
every individual.

The Rebbe had deep faith in the 
greatness of Nishmas Yisrael, the soul 
of a Jew, and focused on enabling every 
man, woman and child in Klal Yisrael to 
engage deeply in a meaningful Jewish life 
and to unearth their own treasures. 

After sharing Torah thoughts, a maamar 
discourse, or a public address, the Rebbe 
encouraged all to put the ideas discussed 
into action. This Gimmel Tamuz, let us 
consider the essence of Jewish leadership 
revealed in the lessons of our Sedrah, and 
learn to live with the Rebbe’s example. 
No doubt, the Lubavitcher Rebbe surely 
continues to seek out the wellbeing of all 
of us, from the Next World. The question 
is, are we doing all we can for the Lila 
Zolodniks of the world? 


