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Totally 
Techelet

The midrash teaches that Korach 
dressed his group of 250 followers 
in garments made entirely of 

techelet and approached Moshe Rabbeinu 
asking, “Are these garments obligated to 
have the white strings of tzizit?”  Every 
midrash is replete with inner messages 
and dimensions. How does this particular 
midrash symbolize the mindset and battle 
cry of Korach? Further, what lessons can 
we personally derive for our lives from 
this profound episode?

Korach argued that since the entire 
congregation is holy and connected to 
Hashem there is no need for leaders like 
Moshe and Aharon to raise themselves 
above the people as conduits of connec-
tion. He symbolically presented garments 
of techelet as if to say the goal of techelet is 
to remind oneself of the Throne of Glory. 
Once that is achieved, there should be no 
need for white fringes.

Rav Shraga Grossbard in Daat Shraga 
emphasizes that the essence of mitzvah 
performance is to do the will of Hashem.  
One needs to realize that it is the act it-
self, not necessarily the goal that is 

achieved through the act, that is crucial.  
Korach erroneously believed that if one 
can access the goal of the techelet, re-
minding one of the Throne of Glory, why 
bother doing the other parts of the mitz-
vah? Nonetheless, even if the goal can be 
achieved in another way, if it is not what 
Hashem commanded, then it is not ac-
ceptable to Hashem.   

Rav Rice in Merosh Tzurim develops this 
notion.  It is imperative that we not try to 
fit the enormity of Torah into our limited 
mindset.  We are so circumscribed in our 
understanding of the deeper implications 
of mitzvot and why we are commanded 
to do them.  Our responsibility is to do 
exactly what Hashem commanded, and 
do so because He commanded. This is re-
flected in Korach’s position as one of the 
carriers of the Aron. Chazal teach us that 
the Aron carried itself; the Leviim had to 
prepare themselves to be carried.  Just as 
Korach did not ‘contribute’ anything to 
the movement of the Aron, one must have 
such humility regarding all of Hashem’s 
commandments. We do not always nec-
essarily understand the significance of 
each mitzvah and its implications, we 
must trust that it is the Divine Will.

Rav Cohen, ‘Hachalban,’ in Talelei 
Chayim explains on a deeper mystical 
level that Korach believed the whole na-
tion to be holy, and therefore no distinc-
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tion existed between them and Moshe 
Rabbeinu.  This is reflected in the tech-
elet, it represents an exalted level of holi-
ness, a level of the neshamah.  However, 
Korach believed that since the people 
were on this sublime level, they had no 
need for the white strings that represent 
the physical body.  Korach was mistaken 
in this regard.  Each person, no matter 
how holy, must struggle with his desires, 
temptations and refinement of middot.  
One does not automatically reach a lev-
el of pure techelet, even those that stood 
on Har Sinai.  There was a fundamental 
difference between the multitude of Am 
Yisrael, Moshe Rabbeinu and Aharon 
HaKohen. As leaders, Moshe and Aharon 
worked tirelessly on self- refinement. 
The Talelei Chayim notes that it was fit-
ting for Korach to be swallowed into the 
ground - a place of innerness - since this 
was where he believed the people were 
holding. 

We should appreciate that we all have 
the capacity to reach levels of inwardness 
and greatness, the level of the ‘techelet’, 
yet it is specifically through the ‘white’, 
the struggles of the physical world, that 
we can achieve these levels. 
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