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 The Dangers 
of Boredom
ֵני  בְּ ַוֲאִביָרם  ְוָדָתן  ֵלִוי  ן  בֶּ ְקָהת  ן  בֶּ ִיְצָהר  ן  בֶּ קַֹרח  ח  קַּ ַויִּ

ֵני ְראּוֵבן. ֶלת בְּ ן פֶּ ֱאִליָאב ְואוֹן בֶּ

And Korah, the son of Yitzhar, the son 
of Kehat, the son of Levi, with Datan and 
Aviram, the sons of Eliab, and On, the son 
of Pelet, sons of Reuben, took men. (Num. 
16:1)

What happens during the long summer 
vacation, when the end seems so far away? 
Some fifty years ago, Rabbi Benzion Firer 
wrote an essay entitled “The Danger of 
Doing Nothing” (“HaSakana SheBeHoser 
Maas”), in which he analyzed Korach’s 
character and said that when a person has 
no goal or task or direction in life, he begins 
to be concerned about himself, his honor, 
his status, and his ego.

When did Korach start his rebellion 
against Moshe? After the sin of the spies, 
when the Children of Israel were punished 
with having to wait forty years in the 
wilderness. They now had plenty of spare 
time on their hands, and Korach seized 
the opportunity to stir them up into a 
frenzy of dangerous arguments. Rabbi 
Firer elaborates: When a nation is busy 
planning the capture of its homeland, it 

has no time for arguments and divisions. 
The overriding goal unites all sectors of 
the population and prevents them from 
becoming involved with trifling matters 
or abandoning the main idea. Even 
if one person becomes obsessed with 
insignificant details of misplaced honor 
or other personal issues, he will find that 
he has no followers. However, after the sin 
of the spies, the Children of Israel are not 
busy with anything and they have time to 
waste. A person with too much spare time 
must find something to do with himself. 
When you have nothing to look forward to, 
you begin to make trouble. 
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NACHI REALTY 054-461-3943
Reduced price! Inheart of Old Katamon. 
Ground floor no stairs. 3.5 rooms 75 meters. 
Renovated 2.39m NIS
Best Value in Rechavia! 4 rooms, 90 meters, 
4th floor with Shabbat Elevator.
Renovated, Private Land. 3.25m NIS
New building in Baka, 2-5 rooms, Spacious 
units with Mirpesot, parking, storage room 
and Shabbat Elevators. Prices start at 1.55m 
NIS


