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The issue of the Red Heifer is 
most intriguing. This mitzvah, 
associated with the purification of 

those who have become contaminated 
(from a corpse), seems to raise more 
questions than answers. Not surprisingly, 
the Para Aduma has been singled out as 
the mitzvah par excellence of the statute 
or “Chok” for which no reason has been 
stated.

In contrast to Mishpatim, civil laws, the 
rationale of which the human intellect 
can fathom, the mitzvah of the Parah 
Aduma eludes any understanding.

The ashes of the cow purify people, 
yet those who engage in its preparation 
are themselves contaminated! The 
slaughtering does not take place on 
the grounds of the Beit Hamikdash but 
in an open area “outside the camp.” 
Consequently, the Torah’s detractors 
exclaim that the ritual was meant 

to appease the demons in the field 
(Ramban).

The mitzva is paradoxical. It raises 
questions about apparent contradictions 
in our rituals. For instance, the Torah 
forbids the drinking of blood. Yet infants 
take the milk of their mothers, milk 
transformed from their blood (cf. Niddah 
9a). 

Our rabbis teach that one should not 
ask questions concerning this “Chok.” 
However, we wonder why Hashem gave 
us intellectual powers that we should not 
then actualize. After all, Sefer Hachinuch 
is replete with reasons underlying the 
mitzvot. 

Rabbi Munk, referring to the Rambam, 
explains: All the laws and statutes of the 
Torah are the product of Hashem’s will 
and “intelligence.” The limitations that 
we have in understanding them indicate 
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inadequacies on the part of the student 
and not the Teacher. Put another way, 
Hashem is infinite; we are finite: Just as 
physical existence is limited, so is our 
ability to comprehend. 

Referring thus to the Red Heifer, the 
Talmud sharpens this point: “Said R’ 
Yochanan to his students – ‘It is not the 
corpse that causes contamination or the 
ashes of the cow that causes purity. These 
laws are decrees of God – and man has 
no right to question them…Our failure 
to understand the truth does not make it 
untrue.’” 

Shabbat Shalom!

052.544.7543  |  dolevprints@gmail.com
Free delivery in Israel! Just mention this ad

The perfect gift. 
Personalized.

personalized pasuk prints . hadlakat neirot . birkat 
habayit . birkat hamazon .  ketubas and more! 

Gifts for any occassion. 

Bonus Bookmark Included!

See many more  
styles and products  

on Instagram   
@dolevprints

Pasuk prints available in many different styles and 
colors! An excellent bar or bat mitzvah gift! 


