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Parshat Chukat

The parsha introduces the פרה אדומה

as “זאת חקת התורה”, the commandment of 
the red cow is “the decree of the Torah” 
implying that this mitzvah somehow 
encompasses the whole Torah. What 
does this mean? How can this Mitzvah, 
one we barely understand how it works, 
be considered one of the central mitzvot 
of the Torah?

There is a famous story of Hillel 
the elder, regarding a person who 
approached him seeking to convert. He 
asked whether Hillel could teach him the 
whole Torah while standing on one foot 
(Shabbat 31a). Hillel’s answer was 

התורה  כל  היא  זו   – תעביד  לא  לחברך  סני  ’דעלך 

כולה, ואידך פירושה הוא’ 

“That which is hateful to you, do not 
do to another; that is the entire Torah 
and the rest is its interpretation”. The 
Maharsha explains that he was referring 
to the pasuk v’ahavta l’reacha kamocha, 

which Rabbi Akiva refers to in the 
Gemara as an essential part of the Torah:                                  
 ’זהו כלל גדול בתורה’

Is there any connection between the 
red heifer and the principle of loving your 
fellow?

The Parsha goes on to  describe the 
long process of preparing and using a red 
heifer by a איש טהור to make those impure, 
pure again. At the end of this, we are told 
that this pure Kohen who performs this 
act for another is rendered impure. 

The phrase “זאת חקת התורה”,  suggests 
that we should not only endeavor to help 
fellow Jews when there is a reward and 
when there is no downside involved. 
In this case, not only was the Kohen 
not being rewarded, he was willing to 
give hours of his time to prepare the 
red heifer and even defile himself in 
order to assist another Jew achieve 
spiritual purity; this is real self-sacrifice! 
 
I cannot help but draw a comparison from 
this to the tumultuous world we are living 
in today, where the threat of physical 
infection hangs over us constantly. I 
look to the healthcare professionals and 
appreciate those who are risking their 
own safety, and sacrificing time with their 
loved ones, to take care of others. While 
COVID19 brought the world to a halt in 
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many ways, the chessed we have seen 
continue in Israel and across the world is 
nothing short of incredible. 

(Adopted from Nechama Greisman a”h)

Tani Rosenstein, 
Beit Shemesh,              
12th Grade

 Do Rules have a Purpose?
֥ה ה' ֵלאמֹ֑ר.." ר־ִצוָּ ֣ת ַהּתוָֹר֔ה ֲאשֶׁ "זֹ֚את ֻחקַּ

In this week’s Parsha, Parshat Chukat, 
we talk about the חוקים, the ‘rules’. 

What is a ‘rule’ and why do they exist?

According to Rabbi Shlomo Yitzchaki, 
A.K.A Rashi (1040-1105), a chok is a 
mitzva from the Torah that has no 
meaning, it’s just here to help strengthen 
our belief in Hashem. We love Hashem 
so we listen to Him and do as He tells us.

Unlike Rashi, Rabbi Moshe ben 
Nachman, ‘the Ramban’ (1194-1270), 
says that a chok does have a reason, 
but only the ‘king’, Hashem, knows it’s 
purpose. We do them because we are 
told to. Don’t start to try and find their 
reasons.    

You can notice how Rashi & the 
Ramban may disagree about whether 
a chok has a specific reason or not, but 
they both agree that we do them in 
order to show our love and appreciation 
towards Hashem. They both agree on 
what’s important, devekut- the devotion/
connection with Hashem. 

It’s important to make sure to build 

a connection with Hashem. We should 
constantly try and do Mitzvot. As it says 
in sefer Tehillim: ״שיויתי ה' לנגדי תמיד״- 
“I have placed the Lord before me 
constantly”. 

Especially nowadays with the 
Coronavirus, even though we don’t know 
why the pandemic hit the world, we’ve 
got to listen to Hashem’s commandments. 
Similarly, we do the chukim despite not 
knowing their real reasons. 

I think that we can learn from this that 
we should never take life for granted 
and always try to improve ourselves in 
whatever we are lacking, whether it’s 
our tfilot, respect towards our parents & 
friends or really whatever. That’s what 
NCSY is here for -  to help teens reach 
their true potential.

Shabbat Shalom! 
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