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SIMCHAT SHMUEL 

One of the great unsung heroes 
of Religious Zionism was Rabbi 
Yeshayahu Shapira, zy’a, known 

lovingly as Rav Shayala, the Admor 
HaChalutz- the Pioneer Rabbi.

Rabbi Shapira was a Chassidic leader, 
a devoted Zionist and a leader of the 
Religious Zionist Labor Movement. He was 
born in Poland, the son of Rabbi Elimelech 
Shapira, the Rebbe of Grodzisk zy’a and 
Chana Bracha (the daughter of the Rebbe 
of Hanchin). His brother was the Aish 
Kodesh, Rav Kalonymus Kalmish Shapira 
zy’a, hy’d of Piaseczna, the Rebbe of the 
Warsaw Ghetto, who was murdered by the 
Nazis in 1943.

In 1914, Rabbi Shapira secretly visited 
the Land of Israel and became deeply 
influenced by HaRav Kook zy’a, becoming 
both an ardent supporter of Rav Kook, as 
well as taking it upon himself to gather 
together many of Rav Kook’s diverse and 
beautiful writings about the sanctity of 
Eretz Yisrael, which were published as the 
short work Eretz Chefetz.

When Rav Shapira returned to Poland, 
he convinced many others to make aliya 
to Israel, which caused strong opposition 
among fellow rabbis and within the 
Chassidic communities. 

He was among the founders of the 

Mizrachi Movement in Poland. In 1920, 
he returned to Israel, this time as an oleh, 
and was one of the founders of the Hapoel 
HaMizrachi Movement and even headed 
the movement for several years. Shortly 
after his arrival, he wrote to his saintly 
brother that he was involved in physically 
building infrastructure for the Yishuv in 
Eretz Yisrael, and that he was prepared 
to do anything necessary, even to become 
a garbage collector to be able to stay in 
Israel. 

There are many iconic stories and 
photographs which illustrate that this 
Chassidic leader removed his traditional 
rabbinic garb, and traveled from 
community to community looking more 
like a cowboy, riding on horseback, 
and offering chizuk and inspiration 
to the many dedicated pioneers, who 
were living through incredibly difficult 
circumstances.

In a beautiful account of Rabbi Shapira’s 
visit to one small community near Tzfat 
(as told to Rav Moshe Zvi Nerya zt’l), we 
gain a glimpse of how important a figure 
the Rebbe was to the entire enterprise of 
strengthening those engaged in building 
the towns and communities across the 
Land. 

“With each visit to each community, Rabbi 
Shapira helped each of the hard working 
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and emotionally exhausted pioneers to 
recall just how important our sacred efforts 
were, giving us each an emotional boost, 
and a glimpse of the bigger picture of Jewish 
destiny unfolding before our very eyes. I 
will never forget the first time the Rebbe 
appeared before us, looking like a seasoned 
ranch-hand, on horseback, and teaching us 
the nigun that would help us to carry on:”

“He’Avar Ayin, Ve’he’Atid, Adayin, 
VeHaHoveh K’Heref Ayin, Im Kein, 
Daagah Minayin?” 

The past is no longer, the future is yet 
to happen,and the present will pass in 
the blink of an eye, if so, than what is 
there to worry about?

During those difficult years leading up 
to the establishment of Medinat Yisrael, 
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the Admor HaChalutz zt’l, provided 
encouragement and hope amidst the 
backdrop of instability and concern. 
Perhaps the Rebbe’s words can offer each 
of us chizuk and hope as we continue to 
navigate the challenges and uncertainty 
of the past few months. Yehi Ratzon, that 
each of us may indeed be able to heed the 
Rebbe’s words, to begin to leave behind the 
pain and challenges of the immediate past, 
to realize that our current circumstances 
will indeed pass in the blink of an eye, and 
that there is B’Ezrat Hashem, much to look 
forward to in the days, months and years 
ahead.

“He’Avar Ayin, Ve’he’Atid, Adayin, 
VeHaHoveh K’Heref Ayin, Im Kein, 
Daagah Minayin?” 


