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Definite or 
Possible 
Danger

Last week we saw that Rabbi 
Moshe Feinstein permitted a 
critically ill person to undergo 

a medical treatment that may have 
fatal consequences. Without treatment 
the patient will definitely die, and the 
treatment may save their life. This is based 
on the Gemara (Avodah Zara 27b) that 
permits being treated by a gentile doctor 
even though there is a good chance that 
the doctor will kill him.

This is based on Rashi’s explanation 
of the Gemara. In Rashi’s version, the 
gentile doctor will kill the Jewish patient. 
(I reiterate what I wrote last week that 
this was the situation in Talmudic times 
and, obviously, in most places this is not 
our modern reality.) Accordingly, we 
can deduce that even a life-threatening 
medical treatment is permitted in the case 

of a terminal and critical illness.

However, Rabbeinu Nissim (Ran), in his 
commentary on the Rif, has a slightly but 
significantly different version. Instead of 
“definitely kill him” he writes “lest he kill 
him”. Rabbeinu Nissim’s usual custom is to 
adhere to Rashi’s text, yet here he writes 
differently. Some have suggested that our 
version in Rashi is flawed and Rashi’s 
genuine text was as is recorded in the Ran 
and should read “lest he kill him”.

This different version has a practical 
halachic application. If the concern is that 
the non-Jew may kill him but may also 
heal him then it is clearly warranted to 
undergo the treatment. Since the critically 
ill patient left untreated will definitely die, 
he is allowed to seek treatment that may 
save his life, even though there is a chance 
that the treatment will have a detrimental 
effect on his health. But if the non-Jew 
will definitely kill him he is not allowed to 
undergo such treatment.

We can apply this logic to our question 
of using experimental medication. One is 
permitted to use experimental medication 
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in the case of a serious and critical 
illness, even if there is a chance that the 
medication will make the situation worse 
rather than better. The question is do 
we consider the percentage chances of 
success? According to our version of Rashi, 
even if it is most likely that the medication 
will be ineffective and even harmful, it can 
be used. But according to the Ran’s version, 
it can only be permitted if there is a chance 
that the medication will be dangerous.
How can we assess this danger?

More on this next week. 

The Puah Institute is based in Jerusalem 
and helps couples from all over the world 
who are experiencing fertility problems. 
Offices in Jerusalem, New York, Los 
Angeles & Paris. Contact (Isr) 02-651-5050 
(US) 718-336-0603 www.puahonline.org
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CORONA INSURANCE CHECKLIST

Can Mom and Dad take out
local health insurance now 
that they’re stuck here? 

What are the options for 
life/health insurance? 

Can we get a better deal on 
our car/home insurance? 

Egert and Cohen 
We’re here when you need us (especially now!)

Call E/C

Call E/C

Call E/C

"IN MY OPINION"
150 Essays on Religion, Society and Life by 

a Very Opinionated Rabbi
Tuesday Night, July 7 at 8:30  PM 

Wednesday Night, July 7 at 8:30  PM
IN BEIT KNESSET HANASSI 24 Ussishkin St., Rechavia

ALL MINISTRY OF HEALTH REGULATIONS WILL BE OBSERVED!!
Therefore, since the number of places is limited, you must pre-register by email of phone (see info below). If 
you cannot attend, there will be a Zoom option. Also, you may order the book pay in advance (150 NIS), and 

Rabbi Wein will sign your book and it will be mailed to you in Israel after July 8. 
ADMISSION IF FREE, but you must reserve to attend this live event. Rabbi Wein will be available to 

personalize and sign books before and after the event.

To register to attend, pre-order the book, get the Zoom number & for questions and information, call 
Nachum Amsel,

email: nachum@jewishdestiny.com  or call 0544-54-36-18

Hear Live & in Person
RABBI BEREL WEIN

(but not up close – due to Corona)

BOOK LAUNCH


