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ttRIDDLES solutions to phil@ouisrael.org
Last week, a column with TTriddles solutions
and a discussion of the 28 28s quiz, was inadver-
tantly omitted. You can find it on the "Last
week's TTTT" link. As far as this week - FPTL
TTriddle is a double, meaning the answer is the
issue number and the phrase that gets you there
is from the sedra. The ParshaPix has two Unex-
plaineds. Send any or all solutions for mention.
The 28 28s puzzle is active for one more week.
Solutions and report IYH next week. There is a
link at ttidbits.com

A CHOK is not...
a mitzva that we cannot understand at
all. It is a mitzva with components
(details) that we don't understand - and
probably cannot. We keep CHUKIM
because we are commanded to. Not
because they are instinctive and not
because they make complete sense.
Actually, we do all mitzvot because we
are commanded to - and understanding
them is a fringe benefit.

With that said, let's look at Rashi on the
opening parsha of Para Aduma. After
the familiar flow of Rashi's comments
on some words and phrases, we
atypically find another set of Rashi
comments on the same parsha. The first
set of Rashis, he describes of explana-
tion and halachot.

He introduces his second set of
comments as being based (or copied)
from the Midrash attributed to Rabi
Moshe HaDarshan. The premise is that
Para Aduma is an atonement for the sin

of the golden calf. He presents an
analogy to a maid in the king's palace
whose son soiled the palace. The maid is
commanded to clean up her son's mess.
Words and phrases throughout the
portion of Para Aduma are matched up
point by point to the details of Cheit
HaEigel. See Rashi for details.

Good job of linking Para Aduma with the
Golden Calf as atonement for it. Except
for one big thing. The Para is specifically
not a sacrifice, which would fit the idea
of it's atoning for the Sin. But, Para
Aduma is to purify the defiled from
contact with a corpse. Becoming Tamei
is not a sin. It is often a mitzva, and a
very high one, at that.

So why is Para Aduma considered an
atonement for the sin of the calf?
Part of the answer is the answer to a
different question. Why is a dead body
AVI AVOT HATUM'A, the father of all
impurity? As the housing of the soul
during a person's lifetime, the body
should simply be returned to the dust
from which it came. Why does contact
or even being under the same roof
render a person TAMEI?
A person is supposed to use his body to
the benefit of his soul. This is done by
living a good, honest life, Keeping
mitzvot, studying Torah, doing Chesed.
If that's what a person does, his body
would probably revert to a pareve state
when the soul departs. But it is sin that
is the failure of the body to do its job
during life. Therefore, the body of a
sinner is the major source of TUM'A and
Para Aduma not only purifies the one
who came in contact with it, it is also
the Atonement for the first major sin of
Bnei Yisrael, and representative of all
sins.


