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People of Chazon

“Look beyond what you see”- [Rafiki, 
The Lion King, chapter 3 verse 6].  
As a teenager I often found myself 
protesting: “What do you mean ‘are you 
listening?’ I heard everything you said!” 
But the answer was always forthcoming 
– “You might well have heard 
everything, but you weren’t listening!”.  
Sometimes we go through life as if it 
were an abstract dream; we just float 
on through, totally oblivious to what is 
going on around us. So caught up are 
we in our own lives and troubles that we 
become blind to anything outside of our 
personal little bubble.

The Haftara of this week’s parsha is famous 
for its opening line: “Chazon Yeshayahu 
ben Amotz” – “The vision of Yeshayahu”. 
In the Hebrew language there are many 
words that describe the act of ‘seeing’ 
– Reeiya, Tzefiah, Habata, Hashkafa, 
Histaklut... But none contain the gravitas 
and foresight embedded in the word 
“Chazon” – ‘Vision’. A prophet doesn’t 
just see the future and let you in on 
the secret; his words and descriptions 
actually form the future, in the manner 
that he sees it. In the books of Nevuah 

in the Tanach, our prophets lay down a 
blueprint for how the future could, and 
should look. They share with us their 
vision of a better world, a place of justice 
and righteousness, a time of peace and 
prosperity.   

Every year, we return to read the same 
Haftara, to remind ourselves time 
and time again of the poignancy and 
relevance embedded in this one word - 
“Chazon”.

All year round we frantically rush 
through the bustle of our lives, hearing 
but not listening, looking but not seeing 
– but stop! Harken to the bell ringing 
“Chazon”! Listen closely to the loaded 
words, echoing through the ages – “Chazon 
Yeshaya” – Now is the time for Vision! 
In every Tefilat Shmoneh Esrei we 
repeat the final words of the ‘Bakashot’ 
(requests) section, often without noticing 
the vision that they carry: “VeteChezena 
Eineinu”. May our eyes be filled with 
vision, may we be people of Chazon. 
“Look beyond what you see” said Rafiki – 
May we be people of “Chazon”. 



OU ISRAEL CENTER         77

Elish Eisenberg 
Neve Daniel
The Admor                        
& The Tractor 

Before the State of Israel was established, 
an Admor, came to Palestine to visit his 
talmidim on kibbutz. When he arrived, 
he was appalled to see his students on 
tractors instead of learning in the Beit 
Midrash. When the Admor returned to 
Europe, he discouraged his students 
from making aliyah, because he was 
worried that in Palestine they wouldn’t 
learn Torah. I feel that the Admor might 
have misunderstood the intentions of his 
students and their understanding about 
how the Torah is supposed to be applied 
in Eretz Yisrael. 

Parshat Devarim describes how the 
Dor Hamidbar likewise might have 
misunderstood this very issue. The Jews 
in the desert had everything provided 
for them directly from Hashem - when 
they were hungry - they had maan, when 
they were thirsty - they drank from Be’er 
Miriam, and from above - the Annanei 
HaKavod provided protection. The 
generation of Bnei Yisrael that entered 
Israel with Yehoshua had a very different 
reality from the Dor Hamidbar. The 
younger generation couldn’t just rely 
directly on miracles like “handouts” from 
Hashem, but had to also fight to conquer 
and work the land. They did their own 
Hishtadlut, while relying on Hashem to 
provide good results from their work. 
The generation of Bnei Yisrael who were 
ready to enter the land of Israel couldn’t 

just be talmidim in a Beit Midrash. They 
also had to be committed to the land, 
using their Torah for both practical work 
and for halacha.

The common mistake made is thinking 
that the only way to get close to Hashem is 
through learning Torah. While learning in 
Yeshiva is important, in the land of Israel, 
to get close to Hashem you can’t just learn 
all day, you also have to work the land 
and get on that tractor. That is why the 
generation that came out of Egypt, who 
experienced the miraculous events of the 
10 Makot and Matan Torah, weren’t the 
right people to go into Israel. They didn’t 
have the right mentality to work the land 
and preferred to just wait for Hashem to 
send maan. 

Nowadays, we are fortunate that as Jews 
in Israel, we can do all these: learn in 
Yeshiva, serve in Tzahal, and fulfill the 
mitzvah to work the land. None of these 
are contradictions to Torah values.  In 
fact, this is the true fulfillment of the 
Torah. 
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