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Separating 
Terumot and 
Ma’aserot                
in Iraq Today, 
part II

Last week we wrote that despite the 
words of the Mishnah, Rambam, 
and Shulchan Aruch—that we 

are obligated to separate terumot and 
ma’aserot in countries near the Land of 
Israel—this is not the practice today.

There are several reasons that led to this 
leniency today, which began in the times 
of the Rishonim or even the Geonim:

Chazal set up this institution only when 
the obligation was biblical. Since today the 
Temple isn’t standing and the obligation is 
rabbinic, the decree no longer applies.

This institution applied only when it was 
possible to eat terumah in a state of ritual 
purity. Today, however, kohanim cannot 
eat the terumot in a state of purity (Rabbi 
Tzemach Gaon).

The institution did not apply to lands 
under non-Jewish sovereignty, when the 

king  had some sort of ownership of the 
land. 

The prophets instituted separating terumot 
and ma’aserot following the destruction 
of the First Temple and upon the exile to 
Babylon. During Second Temple times, 
however, only select individuals continued 
this custom, which was no longer practiced 
at a later time (Harav  Avraham Kook).

Terumot and ma’aserot applies 
only to land owned by Jews

The custom of not separating terumot and 
ma’aserot in lands surrounding the Land 
of Israel predates Rabbi Yosef Karo, so we 
are not bound to follow the ruling of the 
Shulchan Aruch in this case.

In conclusion: According to most 
Acharonim, there is no obligation to sep-
arate terumot and ma’aserot in lands sur-
rounding the Land of Israel (Egypt, Syria, 
Jordan, Iraq). In any case, the obligation of 
separating terumot and ma’aserot applies 
only to land owned by Jews. The current 
situation today is that there are nearly no 
Jewish land owners who raise produce in 
our surrounding countries. 

Note that we are only talking about 
territory that is not included in modern-
day Israel. 


