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Rav Shneur Kotler zt’l (d. 1982), Rosh 
Yeshiva of Beth Medrash Govoha of 
Lakewood was a humble gaon, the 

successor and son of the yeshiva’s founder, 
Rav Aharon Kotler zt’l. In 1940, newly 
engaged, Rav Shneur escaped to Eretz 
Yisrael, spending the war years living with 
his illustrious grandparents, Rav Isser 
Zalman & Rebbetzin Baila Hinda Meltzer, 
and learning in Yerushalayim. Meanwhile, 
his kallah-to-be, Rebbetzin Rishel, had 
escaped Europe and spent years in Japan 
and Shanghai.

During those chaotic and painful years 
of distance from his parents and fiancee, 
Rav Shneur developed an especially close 
relationship with his grandparents. After 
six long years, when the day arrived for 
Rav Shneur to head to his new home in 

the United States to be reunited with them, 
he parted from his grandparents with a 
heavy heart. 

Rav Isser Zalman, the beloved Gadol and 
Rosh Yeshiva of Etz Chaim was filled with 
emotion as he accompanied his beloved 
grandson down from their third-floor 
Yerushalayim apartment. Suddenly, when 
they reached the second-floor landing, 
Rav Isser Zalman abruptly stopped, and 
tearfully blessed Rav Shneur, hugging and 
kissing him effusively, and then turned 
and began to climb the steps back up to 
their apartment. 

A family member present was confused 
as to why Rav Isser Zalman had stopped 
midway, and asked the loving Zaidy 
why he didn’t accompany his cherished 
grandson all the way down to the taxi 
waiting below? 

Rav Isser Zalman became still, and said, “I 
thought to myself: the horrific war has just 
ended. My Shneur is heading to his chupah, 
but there are thousands of other ‘Shneurs’ 
who were murdered, who will never have 
that zechus. Many of our neighbors here 
in Yerushalayim are survivors who lost 
young relatives just like him. They might 
have seen me embracing my grandson 
and felt additional anguish….

When Rav Michel Yehudah Lefkovitch zt’l, 
a close talmid of Rav Isser Zalman heard 
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this poignant maaseh re-told, he choked 
back tears, and whispered, “Oy... I too 
knew so many of those Shneurs...”

MOSHE RABBEINU

This Shabbos marks the start of Sefer 
Devarim, Moshe Rabbeinu’s ‘swan song’, 
the Torah’s version of a ‘Last Dance’ of the 
greatest leader of all time. 

Chazal explain that Moshe had been 
chosen by Hashem to lead Am Yisrael 
as a result of his open heart, sensitivity 
and willingness to share the burden of 
his brothers and sisters. Having grown 
up in the aristocracy of the Egyptian 
palace, Moshe set out to connect with his 
brethren, and repeatedly intervened on 
their behalf. 

Despite all the personal 
suffering and hardship, we 
have shown fortitude

“In those days, vayigdal — Moshe grew 
up and went out to his brothers, vayar 
b’sivlosam — and looked at their burdens, 
and he saw an Egyptian man striking a 
Hebrew man of his brothers.” (Shemot 2:11) 
Rashi says that when seeing the Egyptian 
taskmaster beating the Ivri, Moshe nasan 
einav v’libo l’hiyos meitzar aleihem; Moshe 
“directed his eyes and his heart,” and 
looked at their burdens. He directed his 
eyes and his heart on them in such a way 
that he would be distressed over them.

More fundamental to the identity of Moshe 

Rabbeinu, “Our Teacher” and the greatest 
prophet who ever lived, is that he was a 
man of great moral sensitivity, kindness 
and love. He was dedicated to Klal Yisrael 
with every fiber of his being, “giving his 
eyes and heart to be meitzar aleihem, 
distressed over them”.

A parallel to Rashi’s description of Moshe’s 
sensitivity toward people is found in the 
opening siman of the Shulchan Aruch, 
the Code of Jewish Law (Ohr haChayim 
1:3), regarding the Temple: “It is fitting 
for every person who has fear of Heaven 
to be meitzar, anguished and concerned 
regarding the destruction of the Temple.”

There have been so many times 
throughout our history when we suffered 
unfathomable heartbreak and loss, and 
Tisha B’Av is the day when we allow 
ourselves to sit in the pain and sadness of 
it all. Shabbos Chazon, which immediately 
precedes our National day of mourning, is 
a time for us to open our eyes and hearts 
to the suffering of our Nation to remember 
all of the “Shneurs” of our history, and to 
remember that despite all the personal 
suffering and hardship, we have shown 
fortitude and resilient faith. We have 
never turned away from being “anguished 
and concerned” regarding our Temple, our 
precious communal and spiritual center. 
And we have always, and will always, 
direct our eyes and hearts to the welfare of 
our brothers and sisters. 

May this Tisha b’Av be converted to a day 
of feasting and rejoicing, with the end 
of all anguish and coming of Mashiach, 
B’mheira. 


