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WEITZMAN

Real and  
Present Danger

Last week we saw the difference of 
opinion between the Ridbaz and the 
Rema regarding the permissibility 

of endangering oneself to save someone 
else. While the Ridbaz prohibited placing 
oneself in such danger, the Rema permitted 
it. Rabbi Waldenberg (Tzitz Eliezer, Vol. IX 
17:5,3) explained that the Rema was of the 
opinion that the mitzvah surpassed the 
obligation to distance oneself from danger. 
Based on this we can say that doctors and 
medical professionals are permitted, and 
obligated, to save lives even though they 
expose themselves to danger.   

If that is the case, why did the Ridbaz 
disagree and outlaw helping others? 
The Tzitz Eliezer suggests that the Rema 
and the Ridbaz may be discussing two 
different cases. In the Ridbaz’s case there 
is a chance of a clear and present danger. 
In the case he discussed, gentiles threaten 
to kill someone unless another person 

agrees to have one of their limbs cut off. 
While the person may not die from this 
removal of a limb, it is very possible that 
he is in mortal danger.

This is different from the case discussed 
by the Rema in which a person refuses 
to rent his house to someone who’s wife 
is ill. There the danger is much less acute, 
especially if the illness is not contagious, or 
the air is not contaminated. But, in other 
circumstances, where the landlord would 
be in danger, even the Rema would agree 
that he can refuse to rent the property.

If the doctor is in danger, he 
cannot endanger himself

Rabbi Waldenberg claims that the Rema 
and the Ridbaz do not argue. On the 
contrary, they agree that one cannot 
endanger oneself in the case of real 
danger, and only in the case of a small 
chance of danger can one place oneself in 
some peril.

The obvious practical application of this 
distinction is that a doctor is obligated 
to treat a sick patient even if there is 
a chance of danger, on the condition 
that there is not an imminent threat 
to the doctor’s life. However, if the 
doctor is in danger, he cannot endanger 
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himself even to save another person. Of 
course, if the doctor takes the correct 
precautions to ensure that he is safe, 
then he is permitted and obligated to 
treat the patient.

But are doctors really exempt from the 
mitzvah of healing the sick and relieving 
their ailments out of a fear of getting sick 
themselves? Surely the doctor’s entire 
job is to heal the sick under whatever 
circumstances.

More on this next week. 
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GabaiRealEstate

OLD KATAMON, Bustenai St.

BEIT HAKEREM, Hechalutz

NEW! Renovated 113 sqm duplex.  3.5 Bdrms, 2.5 
baths & 24 sqm of balconies.  Bright with incredible 
views and private parking. Asking NIS 4,500,000

RENT: Rechavia
On Even Gvirol, 2 bedrooms, fully furnished, shabbat 
elevator, succah balcony, bright and airy.

Private house!  300 sqm, 750 sqm lot,  
one of a kind, potential for future expansion.

Yaniv: 052.614.1442
Yaniv@gabairealestate.com

Elia: 052.862.9208
EliaGabai@gmail.com

GabaiRealEstate.com

RENT: Beitar st., Arnona

RENT: Hatayasim St., Katamon

1.5 Flights up, 80 sqm, 3 rooms, fully furnished,  
in great condition, w/ central AC. Asking NIS 5,500

Bright & spacious 2 bedroom apartment on the corner 
of HaPalmach St., 1.5 bath, with access to a private 
garden in use.  Availble move in date 15.8.20 
Asking price: NIS 5,800 per month

BAKA, K. Galuyot
102 sqm, 4 bedrooms, 2 bathrooms, bright, airy,  
succah balcony and gorgeous view.   
Asking price: 2,390,000 NIS

OLD KATAMON, Rachel Imenu

RECHAVIA, Diskin Penthouse

134 Sqm, elevator, private parking, fantastic natural 
light, 3 beds (2 are en-suites), 3 baths,  
plus a sukah porch! 

410 sqm, penthouse, 308 sqm terrace,  
breathtaking view, parking, Sh. elevator


