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Not just the first; the root
Last week, this page was devoted to
preparing for the Nine Days - and not
what I would have liked to write about
for Parshat (Matot-)Mas'ei - the mitzva
to live in Eretz Yisrael.

But Parshat D'varim this week, gives me
another chance at that topic. Look at
D'varim 1:8

EẂ §xE E Ÿ̀ µA u ¤x ®̀̈ d̈Îz ¤̀ m¤ki¥p§t ¦l i¦Y¬©zp̈ d ²¥̀ §x
m ¸̈dẍ §a ©̀ §l m ¹¤ki¥zŸa̧ £̀ «©l ' Âd r©́A §W¦p x ´¤W £̀ u ¤x ½̀̈ d̈Îz ¤̀

:m«¤di ¥x£g «©̀ m ̈r §x©f §lE m ½¤dl̈ z¥́zl̈ ÆaŸw £r«©i §l «E w³̈g§v¦i §l

See, I have set the land before you; come
and possess the land which G-d swore to
your forefathers, to Avraham, to
Yitzchak, and to Yaakov, to give them
and their descendants after them.

This 'invitation' from HaShem follows a
direct command in last week's sedra - 

m²¤kl̈ i¬¦M D®̈AÎm¤Y§a ©Wi«¦e u ¤x ̀̈ d̈Îz ¤̀ m¬¤Y §W ©xF «d§e
:D«̈zŸ̀  z ¤W ¬¤xl̈ u ¤x ̀̈ d̈Îz ¤̀ i¦Y¬©zp̈

You shall clear out the Land and settle in
it, for I have given you the Land to
occupy it. - Bamidbar 33:53

The pasuk from Mas'ei is the source of
Ramban's famous Mitzva #4 - Mitzvat

Yishuv HaAretz. True, the Rambam (and
Chinuch) do not number Living in Israel
as one of the 613 mitzvot. Different
suggestions to explain this can be found
in various sources. Rambam certainly
holds that living in Eretz Yisrael is an
essential of a Torah Life. He quotes the
gemara in his halachic work, Mishneh
Torah: A person should rather live in
Eretz Yisrael in a city the majority of
whose inhabitants are idol worshiper,
and not in Chutz LaAretz, even in a city
whose majority are Jews. A Jew living in
Israel has a G-d, and one living outside is
like one who has no G-d. Powerful words
from one who didn't count this mitzva
among Taryag. It can be argued that
Rambam considers Mitzvat Yishuv Ha-
Aretz as a supra-mitzva. No room here
to explain further.

The mishna in Taanit lists the decree
against the generation of the Midbar not
to enter the land - this in the wake of
Cheit HaMeraglim. This is not just the
first of the list of the five items the
mishna enumerates, the other four all
relating to the Churban. Rather it is the
root cause of all the tragedies related to
destruction and exile. Of Torah we said
NAASEH V'NISHMA, and as a result the
Torah is always with us - even when we
sometimes don't deserve it. But we keep
losing our connection to the Land and it
all started with the Meraglim fiasco.

When we all recognize the mitzva living
in Israel and that it is R'TZON HASHEM,
we will be further on our way to the
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