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WORD OF THE MONTH
This Shabbat, we bench Rosh Chodesh Sivan, which will be on YOM RISHON, Sunday, May 24th.
:ר ֹאשׁ חֹ דֶ ש ִסיוָן י ְִהיֶה מָ חָ ר ְבּיוֹם ִראשׁוֹן הַ בָּ א עָ ֵ ֽלינוּ וְעַ ל כָּל י ְִשׂ ָראֵ ל לְ טוֹבָ ה
The molad will be on Friday, May 22nd • 11h 42m 13p (12:21pm) -- תשסט:ו' יז
.ֹלשׁה־עָ ָשׂר חַ ל ִָקים אַ חֲ ֵרי אַ חַ ת־עֶ ְשׂ ֵרה בַּ בּוֹקֶ ר
ָ וּשׁ
ְ וּשׁתַּ יִם דַ קוֹת
ְ  אַ ְרבָּ ִעים,הַ מּוֹלַד הָ יָה אֶ ְתמֹל בַּ יּוֹם הַ ִשּׁ ִשּׁי
The actual (astronomical) molad (new moon) is Friday (May 22) 8:38pm
KL: GR"A: Mon. May 25. Most wait for after Shavuot (this year, Motza"Sh May 30)
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CANDLE LIGHTING

OTHER
Z'M A N I M

A N D H AV DA L A T I M ES

JERUSALEM
CANDLES EARLIEST

6:59
7:15
7:14
7:13
7:16
7:15
7:16
7:12
7:15
6:59
7:15
7:07
7:14
7:14
7:14
7:13
7:16
7:15
7:05
7:14

BAMIDBAR

HAVDALA

6:07

Yerushalayim / Maale Adumim

6:09
6:08
6:07
6:09
6:08
6:10
6:08

Aza area (Netivot, S’derot et al)

6:09
6:09
6:08

Rehovot
Petach Tikva
Ginot Shomron

6:10

Haifa / Zichron

6:07

Gush Shiloh

6:10

Tel Aviv / Giv’at Shmuel

6:08

Giv’at Ze’ev

6:07

Chevron / Kiryat Arba

6:10

Ashkelon

6:09

Yad Binyamin

6:08

Tzfat / Bik’at HaYarden

6:07

Golan

8:16
8:17
8:17
8:16
8:19
8:17
8:19
8:16
8:18
8:18
8:18
8:20
8:16
8:19
8:16
8:16
8:18
8:18
8:18
8:17

Beit Shemesh / RBS
Gush Etzion
Raanana/ Tel Mond/ Herzliya/ K. Saba

Modi’in / Chashmona’im
Netanya
Be’er Sheva

*SEE NOTE BELOW

CANDLES EARLIEST HAVDALA

7:03
7:19
7:18
7:17
7:20
7:18
7:20
7:16

7:03
7:19
7:18
7:18
7:20
7:19
7:21
7:16

8:21
8:22
8:22
8:21
8:23
8:22
8:24
8:21

7:19
7:03
7:19

7:20
7:03
7:19

8:23
8:23
8:22

7:11

7:11

8:25

7:18

7:18

8:21

7:18

7:18

8:23

7:18

7:18

8:21

7:17

7:18

8:21

7:20

7:20

8:23

7:19

7:19

8:22

7:09

7:09

8:23

7:18

7:18

8:22

Rabbeinu Tam (J'lem) - 8:52pm • next week - 8:57pm
*Three columns on the right: Candle lighting for Yom Tov; candle lighting for Shabbat
(from existing flame only); Havdala for Naso
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WEEKLY INSPIRATION
The 28th of Iyar, the Hebew date of the unification of Jerusalem in 5727 (1967),
was a festive day in Jaffa in 5664 (1904). On that day, the new rabbi of Jaffa, Rav
Kook, first set foot in Eretz Yisrael. Ten years later on 29 Iyar, the Rav wrote to his
son: "Thank God, yesterday was the 28th of Iyar, the great day on which the Rock
of Israel, blessed be He, favored us to come to His pleasant land and see with our
eyes the beginning of the flourishing of His redemption of His holy people."
HaRav Avraham Yitzchak HaKohen Kook zt”l, Igrot II, p.292
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This year like no other, be prepared for Shavuot!
Beit Avi Chai Announces the launch of
Your Very Own Virtual Shavuot Online Resource Center
This online platform presents a wide choices of classes and
educators, complemented by short videos and an array of
supplementary educational tools so that you can prepare,
study, download, print and have all that you need to lead your
own Jewish study program at home this Shavuot
Amit Segal * Dr. Avivah Zornberg * Prof. Isaiah Gafni * Etti Ankri
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Begin to study today!
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BAMIDBAR
STATS
34th sedra of 54; first of 10 in Bamidbar
Written on 263 lines, ranks 3rd
30 parshiyot; 23 open, 7 closed, 4th
159 p'sukim - rank 3 (3rd in Bamid.)
1823 words - rank 13 (4th in Bamid.)
7393 letters - rank 9 (3rd in Bamid.)
Notice the difference in rank from p'sukim
to words. BaMidbar's p'sukim are among the
shortest in the Torah - average: 11.5 words/
pasuk. Compare - Vayelech: 18.4 (longest
p'sukim), Book of Bamidbar: 12.7, the Torah:
13.7

MITZVOT
None of Taryag in Bamidbar - it is the largest
of the 17 sedras without mitzvot

ALIYA-BY-ALIYA
SEDRA SUMMARY
[P> X:Y (Z)] and [S> X:Y (Z)] indicate
start of a parsha p’tucha or s’tuma. X:Y is
Perek:Pasuk of the Parsha’s beginning;
(Z) is the number of p’sukim in the
parsha.
Numbers in [square brackets] are the
Mitzva-count of Sefer HaChinuch AND
Rambam’s Sefer HaMitzvot. A=ASEI;
L=LAV (prohibition). X:Y is the perek &
pasuk from which the mitzva comes.

KOHEN FIRST ALIYA
19 P'SUKIM - 1:1-19
[P> 1:1 (19)] The command from G-d is
to count the people, specifically the males
from 20 years and up. 20 is the Torah's age
for military service. Assisting in the census
are Aharon and a representative of each
tribe. The command came a year and a
fortnight out of Egypt, on Rosh Chodesh
Iyar 2449. The census was carried out as
commanded.
Commentaries point out that
the command to count the
people was given to Moshe
and Aharon (as opposed to just Moshe)
because the census was done by collecting
half-shekels from the people. Since money
was involved, it is not proper to have only
one person dealing with the matter - even
if that person is Moshe Rabeinu! This
became the ethical standard of dealing
with public funds.

SDT
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On
the
other
hand...
Another
commentator suggests that this census
was not done with shekels, but rather with
a direct head count. Although we learn
that it is improper, and even potentially
dangerous, to count people directly, in this
case there was a direct command from G-d
to count the people. Hence, no harm would
befall them during the carrying out of these
Divine orders. This, in contrast to Ki Tisa,
where the Torah says, "When YOU count,
then you MUST collect the half-shekel, etc.
There, the language in the Torah implies
that the counting was optional or practical,
but not obligatory. Therefore, the indirect
method was necessary.
K'RU'EI HA'EIDA, a term for leaders of
the people, is written with a YUD in place
of the VAV as in the word's pronunciation.
Baal HaTurim says that we can look at
the YUD as a chopped VAV, to tell us that
among the leaders was a "not so worthy"
individual. He says that Shlumiel b. Tzurishadai, the leader of Shimon, was Zimri b.
Salu, who caused G-d's anger to kill many
thousands of people, until Pinchas's act
put an end to Zimri (and to the plague).
Having G-d's name in his name didn't help
him. Note that there is a broken VAV in the
Pinchas story, the VAV of BRITI SHALOM.
Could be a REMEZ-level connection.
Here is the list of the leaders of the tribes
as presented in the opening p'sukim of
the book and sedra of Bamidbar. Note the
order of the tribes. They are not always
listed in the same order, and not always in
birth order or "mother" order. No attempt
is here made to explain the order; just a
suggestion to note it. After some of the

names are comments from Midrashim.
(culled from the book ISHEI HATANACH)
Reuven: Elitzur b. Sh'dei'ur One of the
leaders of Korach's gang
Shim'on: Sh'lumi'el b. Tzurishadaia.k.a.
ZIMRI b. SALU and SHA'UL ben HaK'naanit
Yehuda: Nachshon b. Aminadavcredited
as jumping into Yam Suf first, before it
split - an act that G-d acknowledged as a
Kiddush HaShem... ancestor of Naomi...
died in the second year after the Exodus
Yissachar: N'tan-el b. Tzu'ara Torah
scholar unmatched in his tribe
Z'vulun: Eli'av b. Cheilon
Yosef...
Efrayim: Elishama b. Amihudoffered
his gift to the dedication of the Mizbei'ach
on the seventh day, which was Shabbat.
OU ISRAEL CENTER
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How can this be? Individual offerings do
not push aside Shabbat? In this case, G-d
decreed that one Nasi should offer his gifts
each day (incl. Shabbat)
Menashe: Gamli'el b. P'datzur[a note
on pronunciation. The HEI in the name
P'datzur is unvoweled. Such a HEI is totally
silent, as is a HEI at the end of a word,
unless it has a MAPIK in it.
In contrast, the tribal leader of Naftali in
Parshat Mas'ei is P'DAHH-EIL b. Amihud.
In his name, the HEI has a SH'VA under it.
The SH'VA under a HEI is ALWAYS NACH
and gives a sound to the HEI, in the same
way that a MAPIK gives a sound to a final
HEI.]
Binyamin: Avidan b. Gid'oni
Dan: Achi'ezer b. Amishadai
Asher: Pag-i-eil b. Achran
Gad: El-yasaf b. D'u-eil
Naftali: Achira b. Einan

LEVI SECOND ALIYA
35 P'SUKIM - 1:20-54
[S> 1:20 (2)] The Torah lovingly
records the census results for each Tribe,
beginning with Reuven, identified as
Israel's firstborn.
In light of all the "problems" that Reuven

Save a Life - Gain yours

1 of 76,832

EFRAT

www.efrat.org.il 02-5454500
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had, and the fact that Yehuda, Yosef, and
Levi each ended up with an element of
that which might have been Reuven's, it
is interesting that Reuven retains the title
"B'chor" - and not just here.
Rank in population among the 12 tribes
indicated by the number in parentheses - it
is not in the text.
Reuven's count was 46,500 (7)
[P> 1:22 (2)] Shimon, 59,300 (3)
[P> 1:24 (2)] Gad, 45,650 (8)
[P> 1:26 (2)] Yehuda, 74,600 (1)
[P> 1:28 (2)] Yissachar, 54,400 (5)
[P> 1:30 (2)] Zevulun, 57,400 (4)
[P> 1:32 (2)] Yosef-Efrayim, 40,500 (10)
[P> 1:34 (2)] Menashe, 32,200 (12,
smallest tribe at this counting)
Note that by combining Efrayim and
Menashe, Yosef's total would be 72,700,
and move it into 2nd place.
[P> 1:36 (2)] Binyamin, 35,400 (11)
[P> 1:38 (2)] Dan, 62,700 (2)
[P> 1:40 (2)] Asher, 41,500 (9)
[P> 1:42 (2)] Naftali, 53,400 (6)
[P> 1:44 (4)] After the count of each Tribe,
the Torah gives the grand total as 603,550.
The figure that is generally used to
describe the multitude that left Egypt is
600,000. It is obviously rounded from
the actual total. And with women and
children, the number of people who left

Egypt is probably somewhere between 2
and 3 million.
[P> 1:48 (7)] The Leviyim were not to
be counted together with the rest of the
Nation, but were to be counted separately.
It was the Leviyim who were charged with
carrying the components of the Mishkan
and with dismantling and erecting the
Mishkan each time the People traveled
and camped anew. Non-Leviyim were not
to anger G-d by approaching the Mishkan
in an improper manner. This applied to
the encampment as well; the Leviyim
were camped around the Mishkan and the
Tribes kept their distance in their camps.

SDT

Livnei Yehuda... for all the
tribes the term Livnei is
used, except for Bnei Naftali.

Baal HaTurim says that they had more
women than men. In the later census,
"Bnei" is used for all the tribes since the
men died out - all had more women.

SHLISHI THIRD ALIYA
34 P'SUKIM - 2:1-34
[P> 2:1 (9)] The next command deals
with the position of the Tribes during
encampment and the traveling order of
the units. Three Tribes each formed a
"camp" under one banner at one of the
compass-points around the Levite camp.
The leader of each "banner camp" is the
leader of the "main" Tribe of the three,
as indicated by the name of the camp.
The camp of Yehuda was to the east and
OU ISRAEL CENTER
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was to be the first to travel. Under the
leadership of Nachshon b. Aminadav, the
group included Yissachar and Zevulun, in
addition to Yehuda. Totals for each tribe
are repeated when the four flag-groups
are described. Total for Machane Yehuda
(named after the shuk of the same name })
was 186,400.
[S> 2:10 (7)] Reuven Camp on the south
followed them. Joining Reuven were
Shimon and Gad. Total for Machane
Reuven was 151,450.
[S> 2:17 (1)] Then the Leviyim with the
Mishkan were to follow, so that they and
it would be within the people, not at its
periphery.
[S> 2:18 (7)] Then came Efrayim Camp
from the west. Menashe and Binyamin
were part of Machane Efrayim. This camp
was all from Rachel Imeinu. Total 108,100.
[S> 2:25 (7)] And the last to travel was
the Dan Camp, from the north. Joining Dan
were Asher and Naftali. Their total was
157,600.
[P> 2:25 (7)] The Torah next gives the total
again, 603,550, and then reiterates that
Levi was not counted among the Tribes,
and that the People did as commanded.
The lead tribe of each camp
was based on OTOT, signs,
transmitted
by
Yaakov
Avinu. Baal HaTurim points out a
correspondence
between
Yaakov's
blessings to his sons and these campheads. Each son that Yaakov addressed in
second person was to be a leader of a
camp. "Revuen, YOU are my firstborn",

SDT
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"Yehuda, YOU your brothers will
acknowledge", "Dan... YOUR salvation",
"Yosef... the G-d of YOUR father... blesses
YOU". The other sons are referred to in
third person.

R'VI'I FOURTH ALIYA
13 P'SUKIM - 3:1-13
[P> 3:1 (4)] The Torah proceeds to
name the sons of Aharon and Moshe.
Actually, Moshe's biological sons are
not mentioned. Commentaries point
out that Aharon's sons are considered to
be Moshe's as well, because he (Moshe)
taught them Torah. This explains only
why Aharon's sons are also Moshe's.
It does not explain why Moshe's own
sons are not mentioned. One reason
given is that they were "protected"
from the Egyptian experience by their
maternal grandfather Yitro and as a
result were never really part of Klal
Yisrael. Remember that Moshe went
out to see what was happening with his
brothers...
[P> 3:5 (6)]
be assigned
the kohanim
safeguarding
vessels.

The Tribe of Levi is to
the tasks of assisting
in their work and in
the Mishkan and its

[P> 3:11 (3)] In essence, the Levi is to
replace the B'chor who was sanctified
from the day of the Exodus (even
before). The b'chor was originally
meant to perform the sacred tasks of the
Leviyim-kohanim but lost the privilege
in the wake of the Golden Calf fiasco.

CHAMISHI 5TH ALIYA
26 P'SUKIM - 3:14-39
[P> 3:14 (13)] Moshe is commanded to
count the Leviyim - males from the age
of one month. The three main families
of Levi are Gei-r'shon, (the proper way
to pronounce the name in Hebrew, not
Ger-shon), K'hat, and M'rari. Gei-r'shon
subdivides into Livni and Shim'i. K'hat
divides into the families of Amram, Yitzhar,
Chevron, and Uziel. M'rari's family groups
are Machli and Mushi.
Gershon's count is 7500. They camp on
the west of the Mishkan. Their leader is
Elyasaf b. La'eil. They are to be in charge
of the curtain material of the Mishkan,
including the coverings and the courtyard
enclosure.
[S> 3:27 (13)] K'hat's total is 8600. They
will camp to the south of the Mishkan.
Elitzafan b. Uziel is their leader. (One of
the things that angered Korach... or made
him jealous and resentful.) They are in
charge of the main holy furnishings of the
Mishkan, including the Aron, Shulchan,
Menora, and Mizbachot (Altars). Elazar
b. Aharon HaKohen is in charge of all the
Leviyim.
M'rari numbers 6200. Their leader is
Tzuriel b. Avichayil, and they camp to the
north of the Mishkan. They are in charge of
the structural materials: the wall-boards,
support rods, foundation sockets, pillars.
Moshe, Aharon and sons camp to the
east of the Mishkan.
In all, 22,000 Leviyim are counted.

Being
B
eing in
in Isolation
Isolation Doesn’t
Doesn’t
Have
Have to
to be
be Aggravating.
Aggravating.

david zwebner
Licensed real estate
professional
with over 40 years
of experience

L I V E

Hotels are presently
closed, but if you had an
apartment in Ashkelon
opposite the beach*,
you could be relaxing in
isolation looking at the
sea and basking in the
sun – and/or renting it
out for a great income.
*15% down payment with
mortgages available, bank
guarantees and rental income
in excess o f 3.5%

O P P O S I T E

T H E

S E A

0544-332621

dav idz@A shke lonProperties.com
Clarification... If you add up the
numbers of the three families of Levi, you
get 22,300, not 22,000, the number used
in the exchange with the firstborns. Rashi
explains that the 300 "missing" Leviyim
were themselves B'chorim, and were not
part of the official exchange...
Choose your neighbors
well. Rashi points out that
the proximity of the
Yehuda camp to the encampment of
Moshe and Aharon and family, had a
positive influence on the three tribes of
Yehuda, Yissachar, and Zevulun - the
three tribes famed for their Torah
scholarship. On the other hand,
Reuven's closeness to Korach and his
(Korach's) to Datan and Aviram,
produces disaster.

SDT
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SHISHI SIXTH ALIYA
12 P'SUKIM - 3:40-51
[S> 3:40 (4)] G-d next tells Moshe to
count the firstborns of the Tribes, from
one month of age and older, so that there
can be an official exchange ceremony of
Leviyim for B'chorim. Moshe counts and
finds that there are 22,273 b'chorim.
[P> 3:44 (8)] A mass "redemption of the
firstborns" is conducted by an exchange
of 22,000 (non-b'chor) Leviyim for
22,000 first-borns (non-Leviyim) and a
payment of five silver sheqels each for the
remaining 273 firstborns to Aharon and
his sons.
The exchange of firstborn animals
mentioned in 3:45 refers to first-born
donkeys and NOT to kosher domesticated
animals, which may not be redeemed.
Rashi further says that one sheep of a Levi
can exchange more than one donkeyb'chor (since there is no mention of a
surplus).

SH'VII SEVENTH ALIYA
20 P'SUKIM - 4:1-20
[P> 4:1 (16)] A second census of Leviyim

Mazal Tov

to our colleague and National Director
of OU-JLIC,

Rabbi Ilan & Dr. Leah Haber

on the engagement of their daughter
Meira to Max Shemtob
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is begun with the counting of the family
K'hat - males between the ages of 30 and
50. This was the work-force in the Mishkan.
The people of K'hat first waited for Aharon
to enter the Mishkan, remove the Parochet
and cover the vessels with special cloths.
Only then could vessels be handled by the
Leviyim. Elazar, the son of Aharon, was
personally responsible for the special oils
and incense of the Mishkan.
[P> 4:17 (4)] The Torah warns the
kohanim not to endanger the people of
K'hat by not properly preparing for their
handling of the most sacred vessels.
This parsha of 4 p'sukim is reread for the
Maftir.

HAFTARA 25 P'SUKIM
SHMUEL ALEF - 20:18-42
The 29th of a month is always Erev Rosh
Chodesh - sometimes, the next day is the
30th of the same month (i.e. the first of
two days R"Ch) and sometimes, the next
day is the first of the new month. Either
way, when the 29th of a month is Shabbat,
we have a MACHAR CHODESH situation.
Not all months can have their 29th on
Shabbat. Tishrei and Marcheshvan can;
Kislev and Tevet cannot. Yes for Shvat,
Adar (and Adar Alef and Bet), Nissan, Iyar;
no for Sivan and Tammuz. 29 Av can fall
on Shabbat; 29 Elul cannot.
On most, but not all, 29th of the month
on Shabbat, we read the special MACHAR
CHODESH haftara, which pre-empts the
regular sedra's haftara. In turn, Machar
Chodesh is pre-empted by Sh'kalim and

HaChodesh, and on Erev Rosh Chodesh
Elul (because of the 7 Haftarot of
Consolation).
Erev Rosh Chodesh is Shabbat one
to three times a year (this year once).
Machar Chodesh is read on from zero to
three times a year (this year, once).
The connection between the Haftara
and Erev Rosh Chodesh is obvious. The
opening words are: And Yonatan said to
him, tomorrow is Rosh Chodesh...

Hosting a Simcha?
Save Time, Money & Effort
LD Events
Lenny Davidman
Office: (02) 673-0721
Cell: 054-557-3101
Lenny@LDEVENTS.com

The real question is why the Sages
decided on a special Haftara for Erev
R"Ch in the first place. No other "erev"
gets a special reading.
Perhaps it is because R"Ch is so
understated and often ignored. This
became a way - in addition to Rosh
Chodesh benching - to say: Hear ye hear
ye, tomorrow is Rosh Chodesh. Yom Tov,
on the other hand, needs no reminder.
From this reading we see that Rosh
Chodesh was celebrated with a special
meal... Many have the custom today of
marking Rosh Chodesh with a special
meal - or at least, a special food item,
dessert, ice cream... (be creative). The
Haftara also serves as a source of the
minhag of abstaining or reducing one's
work on R"Ch...
With Israel's history resembling the
waxing and waning of the Moon, we see
Machar Chodesh as a hope-filled message
of a brighter tomorrow. The cycle
continues until the Complete Redemption,
when the Moon (and Klal Yisrael) will be
completely restored.
OU ISRAEL CENTER
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Transitions
and
Destinations

I

’ve been thinking a lot lately about
transitions and destinations. Perhaps
this is because of my childhood
memories. Back then, at precisely this
time of year, my friends and I relished
the approach of the end of the school
year and the beginning of summer
vacation. For us, school was merely a
seemingly endless passage toward our
longed-for destination, the “ lazy, hazy”
days of summer.

Or, there might be a much more recent
basis to my current preoccupation with
transitions and destinations. Since this
past Pesach, when we celebrated our
freedom from slavery, we have counted
the days until Matan Torah, the “giving of
the Torah,” on Shavuot. Counting aloud
each day, day by day and week by week,

instilled in me a sense of going through
a transition, a passage of seven weeks,
leading to an ultimate destination.
That transitions and destinations
are part of life is obvious. What is less
obvious, but more fascinating, is that
one person’s destination is often another
person’s transition, and vice versa. How
well do I remember my first days of
employment after my years of graduate
school. I experienced those years of toil
as a necessary transition to the beginning
of my career as a psychologist. My first
day at work was the beginning of my
destination.
It was on that day that I met a gentleman
who was to become a close colleague
over the ensuing several years. His name
was George Jones, and while I was to
be in charge of a small group of school
psychologists, he headed a similarly
small group of school social workers.
Soon after we first met, we discovered
that we had much in common and so
no longer confined our conversations
to our professional tasks. We discussed
our different religions, our family
backgrounds, and our hopes and
dreams.
We learned much from each other
during those conversations. But most

14
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of all, we learned just how different
our hopes and dreams were. For me, at
that time in my life, my role as a trained
mental health professional was my
destination. It was what I had worked for
and what I then anticipated would be my
life’s work.
For George, on the other hand, his
profession was but a transitional role
towards his ultimate destination.
Although both of us were exactly 30 years
old at the time, his dream was retirement.
Yes, he knew that his destination was 20
or 25 years away, but he spoke about it
almost daily, describing the property he
bought on the Chesapeake Bay and the
boat he would soon be able to afford. The
job that was my destination was, for him,
but a passage to a different destination
entirely.
With this week’s Torah portion,
Parshat Bamidbar (Numbers 1:1-4:20),
we begin a new Chumash, the fourth
volume of the Pentateuch. Each of the
five volumes of the Chumash is unique.
My contention is that this fourth volume
is unique in the following manner: It
begins as a description of a transition,
a passage, from the Exodus from Egypt
and the revelation at Sinai through
a desert wilderness but towards the
Promised Land, the land of milk and
honey. But it soon becomes apparent
that this desert wilderness will become
a destination and, for many, a tragically
final destination.
This book, which begins as a parade, a
joyous and relatively brief journey to the
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Promised Land, is soon transformed into a
book portraying an era of strife, rebellion,
war, betrayal, and disillusionment,
enduring for nearly forty years!
My private thoughts of transitions and
destinations are painfully relevant this
year, 5780/2020, the year of the COVID-19
pandemic. For the past several months,
our lives, indeed the lives of the entire
human race, have changed drastically.
The question that plagues us, and I
deliberately use the word “plagues,”
is this: are we in a transition that will
last for but a relatively brief time, after
which we will come to a destination, a
“return to normal”? Or have we reached
some new destination, a “new normal,”
that will persist well into the future and
that will radically alter every aspect of
our existence?
Transition, or destination?
Was it Yogi Berra who said that it is hard
to make predictions, especially about the
future? Truth to tell, and we must face the
truth, it is difficult to think of a moment
in history at which there was greater
uncertainty than at this moment.

16
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In a certain sense, the distinction
between transitions and destinations is
an existential one. That is, the question
can be asked, “Is our life in this world
our final destination, or is it a transition,
a prelude, into another world, another
mode of existence?”
The answer to this question was
proclaimed long ago by the Rabbis of
the Mishnah: “Rabbi Jacob said: this
world is like an antechamber before the
World to Come. Prepare yourself in the
antechamber so that you may enter the
banquet hall.” (Pirkei Avot, 4:21)
Our very lives, according to Rabbi
Jacob, are but transitions into another
destination, the World to Come. A very
sobering teaching, indeed!
But our Rabbis inform us of something
even more shocking. Even the World to
Come is not a final destination. Even for
the righteous, that celestial world is but a
passage to a loftier destination.
“Said Rabbi Chiya bar Ashi in the name
of Rav: Talmidei Chachamim [pious wise
men] have no rest, neither in this world
nor in the World to Come, as it is written,

‘They will go from strength to strength,
and appear before the Almighty in Zion
(Psalms 84:80).’” (Berakhot 64a).
One is tempted to assume that it is only
the righteous who progress ever upward
and know no final destination. But surely
the wicked, whose destination is Gehenna,
have reached “the end of the line.”
The Rabbis are quick to assure us,
however, that even Gehenna is not the
end of the line: “The sentence of the
wicked to Gehenna is for but 12 months.”
(Eduyot 2:10)
Even Gehenna itself is but a transition,
hopefully to a higher and nobler
destination.
In conclusion, permit me to turn my
attention to a happier topic. With this
week’s Person in the Parasha column,
I celebrate the first publication of this
weekly series of columns, for Parashat
Bamidbar, 2009, exactly 11 years ago.
At that time, I had just concluded my
tenure as Executive Vice President of the
Orthodox Union, which, until then, had
been my “destination.”
I began a new transition in my life
which has thankfully continued until
now. I already have some tentative
notions as to the theme of “transitions
and destinations” as it is to be found
in this fascinating new book of the
Chumash that I hope to share with you,
with the help of the Almighty, in the
weeks to come.

Your future.
Within reach.
Machon Lev International Program for Men

B.S. in Computer Science
B.A. in Business Administration
Complete Degrees in English
3 Year Programs
Torah Environment

For more info contact
Gavriel Novick
058-419-0087
gnovick@jct.ac.il

ONLY
$3,800
PER YEAR
dependent on
the current
exchange rate

For info on the Machon Tal Women’s
International Program contact Siona Margrett
siona@jct.ac.il 058-692-4951

Shabbat Shalom and Chag Shavuot
Sameach
OU ISRAEL CENTER

17

on the Weekly Parsha from
COVENANT & Thoughts
RABBI LORD JONATHAN SACKS
CONVERSATION

Former Chief Rabbi of the
United Hebrew Congregations of the Commonwealth

לעילוי נשמות
פנחס בן יעקב אשר וגולדה בת ישראל דוד אייז ע״ה
עזריאל בן אריה לייב ומעניה בת יצחק שרטר ע״ה
Dedicated by Dr. Robert
Sreter DDS., M.S.

Egalitarian
Society,
Jewish-Style

T

he parsha of Bamidbar is
generally read on the shabbat
before Shavuot, z’man matan
torateinu, “the time of the giving of our
law,” the revelation at Sinai. So the Sages,
believing that nothing is coincidental,
searched for some connection between
the two.
To find one is not easy. There is nothing
in the parsha about the giving of the
Torah. Instead it is about a census of the
Israelites. Nor is its setting helpful. We
are told at the beginning that the events
about to be described took place in “the
wilderness of Sinai,” whereas when the
Torah speaks about the great revelation,
it talks about “Mount Sinai.” One is
a general region, the other a specific
mountain within that region. Nor are the
18
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Israelites at this stage walking towards
Mount Sinai. To the contrary, they are
preparing to leave. They are about to
begin the second part of their journey,
from Sinai to the Promised Land.
The Sages did, nonetheless, make a
connection, and it is a surprising one:
“And God spoke to Moses in the Sinai
Wilderness” (Numbers 1:1). Why the
Sinai Wilderness? From here the Sages
taught that the Torah was given through
three things: fire, water, and wilderness.
How do we know it was given through
fire? From Exodus 19:18: “And Mount
Sinai was all in smoke as God had come
down upon it in fire.” How do we know
it was given through water? As it says in
Judges 5:4, “The heavens dripped and
the clouds dripped water [at Sinai].”
How do we know it was given through
wilderness? [As it says above,] “And God
spoke to Moses in the Sinai Wilderness.”
And why was the Torah given through
these three things? Just as [fire, water,
and wilderness] are free to all the
inhabitants of the world, so too are the
words of Torah free to them, as it says in
Isaiah 55:1, “Oh, all who are thirsty, come
for water... even if you have no money.”1
The Midrash takes three words
associated with Sinai – fire (that was
1

Bamidbar Rabbah 1: 7.

blazing on the mountain just before the
revelation), water (based on a phrase in
the Song of Deborah) and wilderness (as
at the beginning of our parsha, and also
in Exodus 19:1, 2), and it connects them
by saying that “they are free to all the
inhabitants of the world.”
This is not the association most of us
would make. Fire is associated with heat,
warmth, energy. Water is associated
with quenching thirst and making things
grow. Wilderness is the space between:
neither starting point nor destination,
the place where you need signposts and
a sense of direction. All three would
therefore make good metaphors for the
Torah. It warms. It energises. It satisfies
spiritual thirst. It gives direction. Yet that
is not the approach taken by the Sages.
What mattered to them is that all three
are free.
Staying for a moment with the
comparison of Torah and the wilderness,
there were surely other significant
analogies that might have been made.
The wilderness is a place of silence
where you can hear the voice of God.
The wilderness is a place away from the
distractions of towns and cities, fields
and farms, where you can focus on the
presence of God. The wilderness is a
place where you realise how vulnerable
you are: you feel like sheep in need of
a shepherd. The wilderness is a place
where it is easy to get lost, and you need
some equivalent of a Google-maps-of-thesoul. The wilderness is a place where you
feel your isolation and you reach out to
a force beyond you. Even the Hebrew
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name for wilderness, midbar, comes
from the same root as “word” (davar)
and “to speak” (d-b-r). Yet these were not
the connections the sages of the Midrash
made. Why not?
The Sages understood that something
profound was born at Mount Sinai,
and this has distinguished Jewish life
ever since. It was the democratisation
of knowledge. Literacy and knowledge
of the law was no longer to be confined
to a priestly elite. For the first time in
history everyone was to have access to
knowledge, education and literacy. “The
law that Moses gave us is the possession
of the assembly of Jacob” (Deut. 33:4)
– the whole assembly, not a privileged
group within it.
The symbol of this was the revelation at
Mount Sinai, the only time in history when
God revealed Himself not only to a Prophet
but to an entire people, who three times
signalled their consent to the commands
and the covenant. In the penultimate
command that Moses gave to the people,
known as Hakhel, he instructed
“At the end of every seven years, in
the Sabbatical year, during the Festival
of Tabernacles, when all Israel comes
to appear before the Lord your God
at the place He will choose, you shall
read this law before them in their
hearing. Assemble the people—men,
women and children, and the foreigners
residing in your towns—so they can
listen and learn to fear the Lord your
God and follow carefully all the words
of this law. Their children, who do not
20
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know this law, must hear it and learn to
fear the Lord your God as long as you
live in the land you are crossing the
Jordan to possess.” (Deut. 31:10-13)
There is an echo of this in the famous
verse from Isaiah 54:13, “And all your
children shall be learned of the Lord
and great shall be the peace of your
children.” This was and remains the
unique feature of the Torah as the
written constitution of the Jewish people
as a nation under the sovereignty of
God. Everyone is expected not merely to
keep the law but to know it. Jews became
a nation of constitutional lawyers.
There were two further key moments in
the history of this development. The first
was when Ezra and Nehemiah gathered
the people, after the Babylonian exile,
to the Water Gate in Jerusalem, on Rosh
Hashanah, and read the Torah to them,
placing Levites throughout the crowd to
explain to people what was being said
and what it meant, a defining moment
in Jewish history that took the form
not of a battle but of a massive adult
education programme (Neh. 8). Ezra
and Nehemiah realised that the most
significant battles in ensuring the Jewish
future were cultural, not military. This
was one of the most transformative
insights in history.
The second was the extraordinary
creation, in the first century, of the world’s
first system of universal compulsory
education. Here is how the Talmud
describes the process, culminating in the
work of Joshua ben Gamla, a High Priest in

the last days of the Second Temple:
Truly the name of that man is to be
blessed, namely Joshua ben Gamla, for
but for him the Torah would have been
forgotten from Israel. For at first if a
child had a father, his father taught him,
and if he had no father he did not learn
at all . . . They therefore ordained that
teachers should be appointed in each
prefecture, and that boys should enter
school at the age of sixteen or seventeen.
[They did so] but if the teacher punished
them they used to rebel and leave the
school. Eventually, Joshua b. Gamla
came and ordained that teachers of
young children should be appointed in
each district and each town, and that
children should enter school at the age
of six or seven.2
Universal compulsory education did not
exist in England – at that time the world’s
leading imperial power – until 1870, a
difference of 18 centuries. At roughly the
same time as Joshua ben Gamla, in the
first century C.E., Josephus could write:
Should any one of our nation be asked
about our laws, he will repeat them as
readily as his own name. The result of
our thorough education in our laws
from the very dawn of intelligence is
that they are, as it were, engraved on
our souls.3
We now understand the connection
the Sages made between the wilderness
and the giving of the Torah: it was open
2
3

Baba Batra, 21a.
Contra Apionem, ii, 177-78.

to everyone, and it was free. Neither
lack of money nor of aristocratic birth
could stop you from learning Torah and
acquiring distinction in a community in
which scholarship was considered the
highest achievement.
With three crowns was Israel
crowned: the crown of Torah, the crown
of Priesthood and the crown of Kingship.
The crown of Priesthood was conferred
on Aaron … The crown of kingship was
conferred on David … But the crown of
Torah is for all Israel … Whoever desires
it, let them come and take it.4
I believe that this is one of Judaism’s
most profound ideas: whatever you
seek to create in the world, start with
education. If you want to create a
just and compassionate society, start
with education. If you want to create
a society of equal dignity, ensure that
education is free and equal to all.
That is the message the Sages took from
the fact that we read Bamidbar before
Shavuot, the festival that recalls that
when God gave our ancestors the Torah,
He gave it to all of them equally.
Covenant and Conversation 5780 is kindly
supported by the Maurice Wohl Charitable
Foundation in memory of Maurice and
Vivienne Wohl z”l.
These weekly teachings from Rabbi Sacks
are part of the ‘Covenant & Conversation’
series on the weekly Torah reading. Read
more on www.rabbisacks.org.
4
Maimonides, Hilkhot Talmud
Torah, 3:1.
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Machar
Chodesh

story is well-known. But perhaps we
will be able to better understand the
entire episode if we study the events that
preceded this story.

O

The relationship between Sha’ul and
David actually began following Israel’s
war against the Amalekim, the battle
that Hashem commanded Sha’ul to wage
in order to destroy the nation that was
a source of evil in the world. David was
not involved in the war at all and Sha’ul
had no idea who he was. But it was after
that battle that G-d told King Sha’ul that,
due to his failure to follow Hashem’s
command no destroy all of the Amalekite
property, Hashem had “regretted”
having chosen Sha’ul and that He would
now find another better than he. In the
very next chapter, G-d chooses David.
But it was at the moment that Hashem
told Saul that He would choose another
that Sha’ul began to suspect any possible
“usurper” to his throne. Hence, the
“relationship” begins then.

nce again, we have the privilege
of reading the episode of David
and Yonatan from Shmuel A
(Perek 21) for our haftarah. Of course, I
use the term “once again” because it is
a selection that we read whenever Erev
Rosh Chodesh coincides with Shabbat,
something that generally occurs more
than once each year. The very opening
words of the haftarah, “Machar
Chodesh” declare the unique character
of this Shabbat and also give us the
reason why it is read on this Shabbat,
and how it is connected to the date and
not to the parasha itself.
Over the years we have reviewed the
events that take place in the reading:
the jealousy of Sha’ul that leads him to
plot David’s death, Yonatan’s plan to
alert David of his father’s true intentions
and Yonatan’s actions that signal David
to quickly escape Sha’ul’s wrath. The
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To further underscore this connection,
the Tanach tells of the secret anointing
of David in Bet Lechem and adds:

“Vatitzlach ru’ach Hashem el David”,
“The spirit of Hashem passed over
David”, and in the very following pasuk
it states: “V’ru’ach Hashem sara me’im
Sha’ul,” “Hashem’s spirit departed from
Sha’ul”. This is no coincidence. The text
makes it quite clear that as David became
more and more popular and successful,
Sha’ul became less so. The result,
especially after David’s heroic defeat
of Golyat (Goliath) and his repeated
military victories, and after hearing the
people cheering that Sha’ul has defeated
thousands but David has defeated tens
of thousands, the King knew full well
that David had been designated by G-d
to be his successor.
Given this background, and given the
textual admission that “an evil spirit (of
melancholy) descended upon Saul,” we
should not be surprised at the King’s
repeated attempts to kill David. To be
fair, Sha’ul, who saw David as a threat
to the throne, could have legally judges
him as a “mored bamalchut”, a traitor
who threatened his reign, as, therefore,
deserving of death. But given Saul’s
knowledge that David would replace
him as king, a fact he himself admitted to

David (Shmuel A 24; 20) and one he knew
was decreed by G-d, Sha’ul’s pursuit of
David was nothing less than a refusal to
accept G-d’s decision and, therefore, an
act of defiance, undoubtedly brought
upon by the “evil spirit”, the emotional
instability he suffered when he was
abandoned by Hashem.
In retrospect, Sha’ul’s willful defiance
of G-d’s command when battling Amalek
led to his almost unwitting act of ignoring
of G-d’s will when dealing with David.
The story of Sha’ul is a tragic one.
He who was described as “head and
shoulders” above the people, who was
called Sha’ul HaTzaddik by Chazal,
ends his career and his life in ignominy,
pursued by his implacable enemy and
unable to hear from G-d. And all for one
reason alone: G-d’s divine spirit had
abandoned him.
We pray to HaKadosh Boruch Hu for
many things throughout our lives. Yet,
perhaps the simplest thing to request
is “Al Tashlicheini”-do not abandon me,
G-d. For when we walk with G-d, when
He is by our side, we have everything we
need.
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Twelve
Different
Flags to Unite
a People

A

t the beginning of Parshas
Bamidbar we are introduced
to the degalim, the flags that
represented each of the tribes during
their journey in the desert as they
marched from Har Sinai to Eretz Yisrael.
What is the significance of each tribe
being designated its own unique flag?
Wouldn’t it have been more befitting
to have one common flag for the entire
nation? It seems like color war between
the tribes.
Indeed, there is a danger to designating
separate flags for each tribe. Each flag
was a different color and had a different
symbol. Each shevet possessed different
talents and had particular goals. It can
be very dangerous to have twelve groups
that are each striving for something
different. They could end up becoming
twelve different nations, each with its
own religion, customs, and observances.
How is it possible to ensure that each
24
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element excels in its area and achieves
its goals without creating a rift?
R. Yaakov Kamenetzky suggests in
Emes LeYaakov that the key is in the
timing. If flags are so important, why
then were they not assigned immediately
after the exodus from Egypt? Why wait
a year?
The safety net against dissolution
is to have some type of common
denominator, a spiritual glue, that
unifies all of the tribes. Immediately
after leaving Egypt, there was no
unifying element. That is why the flag
positioning did not start then. Only
after experiencing the Splitting of the
Sea, receiving the Torah, and building
the Mishkan did the generation that left
Egypt become a unified people. Now,
with the Aron HaBris in the center of
the encampment, they could each have
their own flag, with a unique color
representing
different
aspirations,
without risking schism, because they
were all connected by the Torah.
Just like a person has various organs
that cooperate since they share one
common body and one neshama, so too,
the twelve tribes each serve a different
function and carry a different banner
– while sharing a common belief in the
Torah.

A similar concept is expressed by
Rav Sternbuch in Ta’am VaDa’as.
Every soldier has a special mission and
uses his unique skills and training to
accomplish his mission. Soldiers have
different emblems on their uniforms
to depict their unit – be it tanks, air
force, intelligence, paratroopers, etc.
Yet, an army will only be victorious if all
branches work together in unison. So
too, every shevet excelled in their own
specific area. Each tribe’s flag depicted
their unique contribution, but it was all
a part of a greater whole – each tribe
was part of Am Yisrael.

While dancing, we will step
into the other’s position
There are many different groups
within Judaism: Ashkenazim, Sefardim,
Yemenites, etc. Within these, you have
Ḥasidim, misnagdim, ba’alei mussar, and
other groupings. Every individual has
their own mission and has a unique
approach in their avodas Hashem.
People can differ yet be united if
they share a common focal point. The
center of the nation in the desert was
the Mishkan. As long as each group’s
practices are in accordance with
halakha, it is acceptable and perhaps
even preferable to waive a distinct
flag – to have a different hashkafa
(ideology), while respecting differing
halachic opinions. With the Torah at the
center, we can maintain our unity while
expressing divergent opinions.

The Hafetz Hayim expresses a similar
thought, commenting on the Gemara at
the end of Ta’anis (26b) which declares
that in the future, HaKadosh Barukh Hu
will make a circle for all the tzaddikim.
They will dance around the circle, and
they are all going to be pointing to the
midpoint with HaKadosh Barukh Hu
in the center. HaKadosh Barukh Hu is
in the middle, everybody is pointing.
But why dancing? Why not singing in a
circle or standing in a circle?
The Hafetz Hayim suggests: When
people dance in a circle, everyone
rotates so that when one person moves,
they step into another’s position, and
the next person steps into their new
position. Says the Hafetz Hayim, that
is what is going to occur in the future.
Every point on the circumference of
the circle symbolizes a different way
of worshipping Hashem. This Rebbe’s
derekh and that Rav’s derekh are both
points on the circle. We need all of them
to complete the circle and to realize
that we are all equidistant from the
midpoint. While dancing, we will step
into the other’s position, experience
the other’s avodas Hashem, and realize
that there are other legitimate ways of
serving HaKadosh Barukh Hu.
That is the same idea of the flags in
the desert. The Aron is in the middle
surrounded by all of Klal Yisrael
involved in their respective avoda. May
we always be proud of our hashkafa and
wave our flag while being respectful of
other halakhic opinions so that we can
maintain one unified nation.
OU ISRAEL CENTER
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REBBETZIN SHIRA
SMILES Faculty, OU Israel Center

S

even weeks of anticipation and
focused effort. One would expect
the parashah preceding the chag
of Shavuot to be replete with insights
enabling us to prepare for this awesome
occasion. What ideas can we find in
Parashat Bamidbar to inspire us for
Kabbalat HaTorah?
The main theme we encounter in the
parashah is the counting of Am Yisrael
and assembling the tribes around the
Mishkan. Each tribe had its own flag, its
own color that reflected his uniqueness.
This singular arrangement demonstrates
a powerful lesson of how our lives should
focus around spirituality and service of
Hashem. “Halachah” is rooted in the word
“halichah”, to walk; Torah accompanies us
with our individual character wherever
we go, whatever we do.
Rav Yaakov Kamenetsky in Emet
LeYakov notes that the different color
flags focused on the distinct identity of
each shevet. However, their differences
were not a cause of disunity, rather
when used for the service of Hashem,
they complemented one another. This
can be likened to the different parts
of the body which operate in tandem
enabling us to function smoothly. The key
prerequisite to receive the Torah was the
unified encampment of the Jews at Har
Sinai. Shavuot is a time to focus on the
26
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importance of Jewish unity, recognizing
that we all have something to contribute
to each other.

Each angel embodies
uniqueness in its singular
mission in this world
The Orszshover Rebbe in Be’er
Moshe notes something fascinating
in the way the Torah describes the
encampment. The passuk tells us ‘Ish
al diglo’ (Bamidbar1:52), implying that
each person individually is connected
to the ‘flag’ not, as we would expect,
each collective shevet to their specific
flag. Thus, the Be’er Moshe learns the
importance of each person realizing
that the vitality of his shevet is his
responsibility. We are familiar with the
mishna in Sanhedrin (4;5) that teaches
“each person is obligated to say for me
the world was created”. However, one’s
obligation extends further still. The
gemara in Kiddushin teaches that one
who does a mitzvah creates a positive
force that not only affects himself, it
affects the entire world. Each person
must feel a personal responsibility to
bring awareness and glory of Hashem
not only into one’s individual realm but
into the collective lives of Am Yisrael.

In Mesilot Bilvavam, Rav Binyamin
Eisenberger reflects that the desire of
the Jews to have flags stemmed from
a yearning to be likened to the angels
they saw at the time of receiving the
Torah. Each angel embodies uniqueness
in its singular mission in this world.
Likewise, each person has his own ‘flag’distinctiveness in this world.
When
preparing for Shavuot, one should feel that
he has something special that no one else
can possibly do to contribute to the world
Hashem has created. Accordingly, this
feeling should be extended to believe that
the Torah could not be possibly given this
year unless I, and the mission that makes
me special, am present. Let us channel this
specialness, let us be motivated to dedicate
our lives to kedushah and commitment to
Torah so that it lasts the entire year.

Eiferman Properties Ltd.
SALES:
YAVNIEL - Villa + Rental Units! NIS 2,590,000!
OLD KATAMON * New on Market! Spacious 3 en suite
bdrm. apt. Beautifuly renovated! Succah balcony!
*Bilu, 2 bdrms. renovated, 1st oor
*Negba, Duplex 132 sqm + rooftop, parking!
RECHAVIA - Ben Maimon St. Beautiful new 240 sqm
garden apt. private entrance, storage, parking.
CITY CENTER - 4 Bdrms, renovated, elevator, balconies.
ROMEMA
ROMEMA- New 137 sqm, 5 bdrms. (2 with en suite
bathrooms) parking, storage, succah, view
HAR NOF * Shlav B, 3 bdrms, Succah, storage, view!
* Unique Villas for sale, 250- 330 sqm + rental units,
outdoor space, parking, view! Many options!
BAYIT V'GAN - 142 sqm, 212 sqm garden,
40 sqm terrace, view, parking, storage, NIS 3,490,000 !
RENTALS:
RECHAVIA Fabulous new duplex, 200 sqm. terrace, view!
HAR NOF Villa, beautiful 6 bedrooms, view!

02-651-4030 www.eifermanrealty.com
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FOR FREE
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RABBI JUDAH
OU-NCSY
MISCHEL Mashpiah,
Executive Director, Camp HASC
Dedicated L'Iluy Nishmas HaChaver
Shlomo Michael ben Meir z'l

Bamidbar:
Beyond
Numbers

R

ebbe Yitzchak of Vorka, zy’a, was
respected for his deep, inner work,
and beloved for the close friendship
that defined his Chasidic court. Once, one
of his Chasidim, R’ Yankel, needed to marry
off his daughter, but lacked the funds for
dowry. He approached his good friend and
neighbor R’ Moishe, and asked for a loan
of 1,000 rubles, promising that he would
do everything he could to pay back the
money right after the wedding.
R’ Moishe happily lent him the money,
suspecting that his friend wouldn’t be able
to follow through with his good intentions
to repay anytime soon. And that’s what
happened. Years passed and R’ Yankel
was never able to get the money together.
Then, money became tight for R’ Moishe as
well, and the friends awkwardly avoided
the issue of the debt.
One day, R’ Moishe happened to see
28
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Rebbe Yitzchok on the way to visit R’
Yankel. R’ Moishe stepped out to the street,
hoping for an opportunity to broach the
sensitive subject; perhaps the Rebbe would
help broker a solution to the outstanding
loan. R’ Moishe was successful and the
Rebbe agreed to speak with the two friends
together.
“My dear Yankeleh,” said the Rebbe in
a soothing, low voice, “the time has come
for you to repay your debt to Moishe.” The
Rebbe was fully aware that there was no real
possibility for the simple yid to gather the
funds, but he also knew of Yankel’s sincerity
of heart, and that Hashem would help.
Yankel went and turned over his house
searching for anything he could find.
Half a rubble here, a kopek there… After
searching high and low, he came up with
a whopping total of 57 rubles. The Rebbe
smiled at Yankel with gratitude, then
closed his eyes and entered a meditative
state. With deep kavana, intention and
concentration, he then proceeded to count
the rubles one by one: 1, 2, 3… 55, 56, 57…
However, the Rebbe didn’t stop there, and
continued counting the same 57 coins,
over and over again until counting the
small pile of rubles a thousand times.
With a joyful wink, the Rebbe pushed
the small pile of coins across the table
to R’ Moishe, and told him, “Here is your

1,000 rubles!”
Soon thereafter, R’ Moishe became the
most wealthy gvir in Vorka.

THE ACT OF COUNTING
Our sedra opens with these verses:
“Hashem spoke to Moshe, Bamidbar Sinai,
saying, ‘Take the sum of all Bnei Yisrael, by
families following their fathers’ houses; a
head count of every male according to the
number of their names… you and Aharon
shall count them.’”(1:1-3) This begins
another census of the Jewish People, and
Moshe and Aharon are instructed once
again to collect half-shekels to make this
accounting of Am Yisrael.
Rashi tells us that we are directed to
count Am Yisrael “often”: mitoch chibasan
l’fanav, “because they are dear to Him….
When they left Egypt He counted them;
when many fell because of the Sin of the
Golden Calf, He counted them to know the
number of the survivors; when He came to
cause His Divine Presence to rest among
them, He counted them. On the first of
Nissan, the Mishkan was erected, and on
the first of Iyar, He counted them.”
A Divinely mandated census aims not
just to clarify how many Jews there are,
but also to “lift up the heads” of Am Yisrael
and show that every one of us is important
and beloved. When we each contribute a
half shekel, we express our value as part of
an inseparable whole.
Rabbeinu Bachayei explains the reason
for the hanhaga, the custom we have

until this day of not counting people
individually: as individuals, we may not
have enough personal zechus or merit to
withstand judgment, so we refrain from
singling anyone out. However, when we
are counted as part of a community, even
if an individual is lacking merit, the shared
spiritual assets and identity as part of the
larger whole is always meritorious.
The incessant counting of Am Yisrael
suggests that ‘we count’ in an infinite way.
Hashem sees us in terms of His promise
that we will be as the stars and the sand
— uncountable in quantity, as well as
measureless in quality.
In the world of nature, the act of counting
is a quantification, defining and limiting
the amount that is observed. This is a cold,
objective assessment, the goal being an
abstraction, a specific number. However,
Tiferes Shlomo of Radomsk teaches that
the counting of Am Yisrael has to be done
specifically by Moshe and Aharon, the
tzadikim of the generation. With eyes of
chiba, love, they see the infinite worth
of each individual in Klal Yisrael. They
understand the value of the struggles and
small victories of each person, and the
infinite treasure of every mitzvah they
perform, whether in ease or under duress.
Imagine for a moment the immeasurable
value of all the mitzvos and acts of kindness,
all the impassioned words of prayer and
emunah, and all the loving self-sacrifices
of every Jew throughout history…. May we
be blessed with the ability to count as the
tzadikim — and to know our own infinite
worth!
OU ISRAEL CENTER
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SIMCHAT SHMUEL
BY RABBI SAM SHOR

Program Director, OU Israel Center

T

his week we celebrate the 53rd anniversary of Ichud Yerushalayim the reunification of Jerusalem, the
miraculous military victory of the 1967
Six Day War. For nineteen years, the joy
that had permeated the Jewish People
with the establishment of the State of Israel in 1948 was tempered by the somber,
humbling reality that the city of Jerusalem remained divided, the ancient city,
the Western Wall, and the Temple Mount
under Jordanian sovereignty. That all
changed with the dramatic events of June
7, 1967.
Shortly after Lt. General Motta Gur’s
thrilling announcement, ‘Har Habayit
B’yadeinu, Har Habayit B’yadeinu!’ ‘The
Temple Mount is in our hands, the Temple
Mount is in our hands’, the students of
the Beit Aharon Yeshiva, the yeshiva of the
Slonimer Chasidim in Meah Shearim,were
huddled together in the bomb-shelter
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in the basement of the yeshiva complex,
where they were addressed by their
illustrious Rosh Yeshiva, Rabbi Shalom
Noach Brazovsky, zy’a,who years later
would succeed his father-in law to serve
as the Slonimer Rebbe.
Below are a few short excerpts from
the Rebbe’s inspirational message to the
Yeshiva’s students on that momentous
day:
...We are obligated to recognize and give
thanks for the miracles that HaKadosh
Baruch Hu has brought upon us during
these days, miraculous revelations not
experienced for tens of generations, and
it is forbidden to ignore these great gifts
from Hashem…
...Even those removed from our
tradition, and anyone with a brain in their
head, must acknowledge that these great
events cannot be comprehended by the

laws of nature….
...The return to Jewish control of both
the Kotel HaMaaravi and the other
sacred places- Kever Rachel and Maarat
HaMachpela, in the miraculously swift
six-day war, leave us in awe of these great
miraculous events which God has revealed
to us, and we must give thanks to the
Ribono Shel Olam….
...At this great moment, when God has
returned to us the place where our Temple
stood, we must sing praises…..
The Rebbe’s words help us to appreciate
the significance of this incredible
commemoration of Yom Yerushalayim. It
was evident to see the Yad Hashem, the
proverbial “Hand of G-d” in the height
of the events, and even in the days and
months immediately following the events
of June 7, 1967. But today, even as we are
still longing for the day when indeed we’ll
witness the complete ingathering of the
Exiles and enter into that era of eternal
peace, we must not turn a blind eye to
the many incredible gifts that HaKadosh
Baruch Hu bestows upon us each and
every day. After 2,000 years of exile, each
of us is free to visit, live, study and pray in
the ancient city of Yerushalayim.
May the great gift that is Yerushalayim,
the united eternal capital of the Jewish
People, ever serve as an inspiration for
each of us to appreciate all of Hashem’s
gifts, and help us to see the subtle hidden
miracles we experience each and every
day....
Yom Yerushalayim Sameach

www.hemed-nadlan.co.il
ARNONA- view of the Old City, 2 bedrooms, 89 sqm,
Shabbat elevator, storage, parking, 2 balconies, 2
bathrooms
ARNONA- 3 bedrooms, 100 s.q.m, elevator, 2 parking,
storage, balcony, light & airy, 5 minutes from baka
ARMON HANATZIV- ELKAHI -new in the market
3 bedroom, 90 s.q.m light, view, storage, a/c, only
1,390,000nis
BAKA- Derech Chevron- Arabic house 2 bedrooms, private
entrance, no steps, handicapped accesible, 50m garden,
parking, walking dist. to Kotel and First Station, close to
buses. Can be used as an office. 1,780,000 nis
ARNONA- 4 bedrooms, 126 m, nicest in Arnona, renovated, breath-taking view, sukkah porch, spacious living
room, Shabbat elevator, 2 parking spots, large machsan,
central A/C, private heating
OLD KATAMON- DUPLEX- 5 bedrooms, 150m +building
rights, 2 Sukka porches 100 m, authentic Arab house, 4 air
directions, very very special.

077-215-1200 // 054-246-0246
OU ISRAEL CENTER
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OU KASHRUT
RABBI EZRA FRIEDMAN
PAGE BY
Director, The Gustave & Carol Jacobs Center
for Kashrut Education

Milk and
Meat on the
Same Table
Part 2

I

n the Mishna in Chulin (8:2), R. Shimon
Ben Gamliel ruled that when two
people are sitting at the same table and
one is eating meat and the other dairy,
there is no concern that one will eat from
another’s plate. The Gemara adds that this
is true under one condition, that they (the
diners) are not eating K’ein Betefisa Achat
(literally, one grasp). Tosafot (Chulin 107:B)
explains the term Tefisa Achat as follows;
two acquaintances can eat together, as
long as there is something out of place on
the table as a sign or warning in order to
remind those eating not to mix the meat
and milk. This signal is called a hekeir
(visual reminder) in halacha. In short,
Tefisa Achat is when there is no sign.
The Shulchan Aruch (88:2) ruled like
Tosafot, that if two people are eating
together yet with a hekeir between them,
then they are allowed to eat at the same
table. If no hekeir is present, they must
stop eating until a hekeir is placed. (Badei
Hashulchan 88:4)
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What qualifies as a hekier? What object
can be used as a signal to remind one that
meat and milk are being eaten at the same
table?
Early authorities have different opinions
regarding the hekeir. The Rosh (Chulin
8:20) mentions that the hekeir should be
between the individuals who are eating,
similar to a wall that separates them.
The Isur V’heter (40:14) mentions that the
obvious reminder should be something
that is not usually on the table during
a meal, and slightly large. The Hagahot
Oshri (on the Rosh Ibid) states that even
foods can be used as a hekeir, as long as
they are not eaten at the table during that
meal. The same applies to using a pitcher
or dish that is not in use during that meal.
There are many examples of hekeirim.
Here are a few:
1.

A placemat for one or both of the
diners; or, one of them may use
the tablecloth while the other eats
directly from the table (based on
Rema 88:2, Darchei Teshuva 88:2).

2.

A lamp, centerpiece, or other utensil
not normally on the table may be
used as a hekeir (Taz 88:2, Shach
88:6). The object must be of sufficient
size to be noticeable. However,
objects that are relatively obscure
such as keys or small jewelry cannot

The OU Israel Gustave & Carol Jacobs Center for Kashrut Education was created to raise awareness
and educate the public in all areas of Kashrut in Israel. Rabbi Ezra Friedman, a Rabbinic Field
Representative for the OU is the Center's director.

be used as a hekeir (Kaf Hachaim
88:26, Sefer Hakashrut 10:24 note
59).
Another option to allow people to eat
milk and meat at the same table is to
keep a large space between them. This
is based on the rationale that one might
partake or mix one’s food with the
others. When this is impractical such
as a case where one cannot reach the
other food due to distance, no hekeir is
required (Pitchei Tehuva 88:3, Aruch
Hashulchan 88:8).
In many areas of halacha, there is a
concept to remind someone else in areas
of risk to keep a halacha. For example,
the Shulchan Aruch (OH 275:3) rules that
one may read by candlelight on Shabbat
evening only if he asks someone to remind
him not to tilt the candle. The question
arises regarding the halacha of not having
milk and meat on the same table. Is
appointing someone to ensure the parties
don’t mix milk and meat sufficient, even
without a hekeir? R. Akiva Eiger rules
that a shomer (guard) cannot be used
to circumvent the decree of not having
meat and milk on the same table. The Gan
Hamelech (88:71) explains that since the
decree of meat and milk require constant
supervision because of the suspicion
that the foods might mix, a shomer is not
sufficient. This is different from other

halachot where minimal supervision is
required.
Another option to circumvent the decree
prohibiting milk and meat at the same
table is cited by the Pitchei Teshuva (YD
88:4). The Pitchei Teshuva learns from
the Responsa Maset Binyamin (112) an
innovative way to obviate using a hekier.
He claims that if others are eating together
on the same table with the parties who
are eating either milk or meat, then a
hekeir is not required. (It would seem that
the Pitchei Teshuva meant that the other
parties eating with them are consuming
parve, since if they were eating either
milk or meat, they too would be faced
with the same question of how to have
milk and meat on the same table). The
Badei Hashulchan disagrees stating that
a clear sign is required to circumvent the
prohibition, and it’s not enough to have
other people at the table. Many poskim
agree with the Badei Hashulchan and
require a hekeir regardless of the number
of people at the table (Atzei HaOlah 88:6,
Megilat Sefer 88:3). This was also the
position of Rav Yisroel Belsky (OU posek).
These halachot are quite applicable in
many areas:
1.

Two people on friendly terms may
not eat milk and meat on the same
table unless they place a noticeable
OU ISRAEL CENTER
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object in between them to remind
them not to share food. In a situation
where the table is long, so much so
that they cannot reach each other’s
food, no object is required.
2.

Additional people joining the meal,
or having a friend remind you not
to mix the foods, are not sufficient
alternatives to putting an obvious
object as a reminder.

3.

When eating together in a school
cafeteria or a mall food-court,
one person eating dairy and the
other meat, a mat or tray should
be placed for at least one of them,
if not both; or an object should
be placed between them. Eating
on a school backpack can also be

considered a hekeir, but merely
eating out of plastic bags is not
sufficient. In places where they use
trays on a constant basis, separate
trays (if they are the same color)
are not enough and a different
object is required. (If the trays have
different colors for milk and meat,
it is sufficient. Responsa Yevakesh
Torah YD:6).
4.

Two strangers may sit together at a
park table even though one is eating
meat and the other dairy.

Kashrut Questions in Israel?
Call or Whatsapp Rabbi Friedman at
050-200-4432

The Women’s Performance Community of Jerusalem & OU Israel present Virtual Event

O My Yerushalayim

FOR WOMEN
ONLY

WEDNESDAY, MAY 20, 8:00 PM
Women Reaching Higher

HAR HOMA
RITA RIVKA LEWY

KATAMON
DIANA SCHIOWITZ

KATAMONIM
RIVKA DERAY

NACHLAOT
SARAH LEAH RODIN

RAMAT ESHKOL
JUDY FRIDKIS

SAN SIMONE
SHLOMIT KOVALSKI
& FAGIE DEANA FEIN

BAKA
CHAYA TICKER

Join us on ZOOM.
Link to be posted.
facebook.com/
wpcjerusalem or
facebook.com/OUIsrael

OU ISRAEL CENTER
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Discover
Jerusalem’s
Neighborhoods
through
SONG & STORY

YERUSHALAYIM
SHEL ZAHAV
MICHAL LOURENCO
& RIVKA DERAY

WWW.OUISRAEL.ORG

Man: The Pinnacle of Creation or
Just Here by Chance?
A special multi-media presentation by

Dr. Ephraim Greenfield
TUESDAY, JUNE 2, 8:00PM
u

For 500 years, science has increasingly promoted the view that we are
here by chance, by natural means and there are many others like us.

u

Scientific findings of the last 20 years,including the current Corona virus
pandemic, have increasingly proven the opposite. We are very very unique
and indeed the universe was created for us.

u

See and hear how this amazing reversal has come about.
Join us via Zoom: https://zoom.us/j/97977286685
OU ISRAEL CENTER
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OU ISRAEL PROUDLY PRESENTS:

עמדות היו רגלינו בשעריך ירושלים
A Magical Musical Celebration of United Yerushalayim

THURSDAY

l

MAY 21 l 2020 l 8:30PM

Featuring Inspirational musical performances with

Yitzchak Meir

&

Shlomo Katz

Divrei Bracha from HaRav Herschel Schachter,
Senior Posek for OU Kosher and Rosh Yeshiva at RIETS/YU
Join us for a special re-broadcast of
OU Israel's incredible Concert Celebrating
the Fiftieth Anniversary of
United Yerushalayim
ouisrael.org/yy
Simulcast on Facebook
Facebook.com/OUIsrael/

OU ISRAEL CENTER
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OU Israel

MUSICAL HALLEL FOR
YOM YERUSHALAYIM
FRIDAY, MAY 22, YOM YERUSHALAYIM ,9:00AM

Led by Yachad Israel’s Director

Rabbi Rami Strosberg.

Hallel will be followed by a brief
inspirational message from
Rabbi Ezra Friedman,
Director of OU Israel’s Gustave and Carol
Jacobs Center for Kashrut Education.
Join us via Zoom
https://zoom.
us/j/94224906746
Will be simulcast on
facebook live
https://www.
facebook.
com/
OUIsrael/

Please note, this will be
a musical Hallel,
and not the complete
Shacharit tefila
OU ISRAEL CENTER
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Linking our Lives2gether
for active single Olim, ages 60-75

Presents a new weekly get-together:

SUNDAYS AT 7:00PM

Each week, a different subject will be
presented by our members and guests.
Join us for a virtual night out.
For Zoom address and password contact

Chana Spivack

cspivack@ouisrael.org or
050-229-4951
22 KEREN HAYESOD, YERUSHALAYIM

l

02-560-9110
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VIRTUAL
MOTHER-DAUGHTER
SHAVUOT EVENT

WWW.OUISRAEL.ORG

Women Reaching Higher

CHAVRUSA LEARNING +
MINI-SHIUR/DISCUSSION + ART PROJECT

Monday, May 25, 7:00pm

Recommended for girls aged 9-12
Register (FREE) at
ouisrael.org/shavuotmd
and we'lll send you details
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Dedicated by
Gordon Glaser and
Mary Jo Robinson
in memory of their parents
Elizabeth and Floyd Robinson
and Rose Lewis and Fred Glaser

VIRTUAL ROSH CHODESH SIVAN SEMINAR
FOR WOMEN
Sunday, May 24, Sivan 1, 9:00AM - 1:00PM
In loving memory of Mrs. Linda Pruwer-Brachfeld a”h
מרת חיה סאשא בת ר’ יוסף הלל
9:00 – 9:15 Our Personal Kabbalat HaTorah
Zemira Ozarowski

11:15-11:30 Video presentation about Sarah
Schneirer (recording)
Women Reaching Higher

9:15 -10:00 The Fires of Sinai and the Waters of
Chorev. Mrs. Adina Ellis

11:30-12:30 In the Footsteps of Nechama
Leibowitz. Mrs. Simi Peters

10:00 – 11:00 ””וכה תאמר לבית יעקב
- Women and Torah Learning: A Halachic
Perspective. Rabbanit Shani Taragin

12:30-1:00 Torat Imecha and Consistency in
Torah Learning.
Rebbetzin Dr. Adina Shmidman

11:10-11:15 “– ”הלומד על מנת לעשות
Yahrtzeit Tribute to Mrs. Linda Pruwer-Brachfeld.
Ronit Pruwer

For more information and to register:
www.ouisrael.org/events/sivan2020
Join us at: https://zoom.us/j/84682153217

22 KEREN HAYESOD ST., YERUSHALAYIM

l

WWW.OUISRAEL.ORG
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The OU Israel VIRTUAL Center-Online and
Sunday May 17
9:00 AM

9:15 AM

Tehillim – Divine Poetry
Zoom link: https://zoom.
us/j/92253147141
Zoom ID: 92253147141

Sefer Daniel (L’Ayla). Zoom link:
https://zoom.us/j/144986284
Zoom ID: 144986284

Rabbi David Walk

10:15 AM

Rabbi Aharon Adler

Mrs. Pearl Borow

10:30 AM

Rabbi Aaron Goldscheider

Zoom link: https://zoom.
us/j/403831319
Zoom ID: 403831319

Chasidut on the Parsha
Zoom link: https://zoom.
us/j/700303855
Zoom ID: 700303855

11:30 AM

11:45 AM

Mishlei: Wisdom for Life (L’Ayla)
Zoom link: https://us02web.
zoom.us/j/82280847618
Zoom ID: 82280847618

Ethics, family and society in the
writings of Rav Hirsch, Rav Kook
and Rav Soloveitchik
Zoom link: https://zoom.
us/j/81925157325
Zoom ID: 81925157325

Rabbi Yitzchak Breitowitz

2:00 PM

Rabbi Jeffrey Bienenfeld

Rabbi Shmuel Herschler

Men’s Gemara Chabura with
Rabbi Jeffrey Bienenfeld
Zoom link: https://zoom.
us/j/887981820
Zoom ID: 887981820

7:00 PM

MISSED A CLASS?

9:00 PM

You can watch the
recording at www.
ouisrael.org/video-library

TUES, MAY 19

MON, MAY 18

Rabbi Baruch Taub

Parshat HaShavua
Zoom link: https://zoom.
us/j/888974573
Zoom ID: 888974573

9:00 AM

Rabbi Yitzchak
Breitowitz

Minchat Chinuch
Zoom link: https://zoom.
us/j/89983298537
Zoom ID: 89983298537

9:15 AM

Mrs. Shira Smiles

Torah Tapestries (L’Ayla)
Zoom link: https://zoom.
us/j/98629920642
Zoom ID: 98629920642

10:15 AM

Rabbi Shmuel Goldin

Parshat HaShavua
Zoom link: https://zoom.
us/j/195174554
Zoom ID: 195174554

2:00 PM

Rabbi Jeffrey Bienenfeld
Men’s Gemara Chabura with
Rabbi Jeffrey Bienenfeld
Zoom link: https://zoom.
us/j/887981820
Zoom ID: 887981820

Rabbi Sam Shor

Penimiut HaTorah- Inspiration
from the Masters of Jewish
Thought. facebook.com/OUIsrael

Archived recordings of shiurim: https://www.ouisrael.org/video-library/
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Digital Shiurim
WED, MAY 20

THURS, MAY 21

9:00 AM

10:15 AM

Halacha and Medina
Zoom link: https://zoom.
us/j/6878683646
Zoom ID: 6878683646

Parshat HaShavua
Zoom link: https://zoom.
us/j/615813416
Zoom ID: 615813416

Rabbi Shimshon Nadel

10:15 AM

Rabbi Anthony Manning
Contemporary Issues in
Halacha and Hashkafa
Zoom link: https://zoom.
us/j/460662359
Zoom ID: 460662359

11:30 AM

Rabbi Baruch Taub

11:30 AM

Rabbi Shai
Finkelstein

Unlocking the Messages
of Chazal
Zoom link: https://zoom.
us/j/488542635
Zoom ID: 488542635

Rabbi Alan Kimche

Great Jewish Thinkers
Zoom link: https://zoom.
us/j/772450422
Zoom ID: 772450422

7:00 PM

Rabbi Baruch Taub

Halacha. Zoom link: https://
zoom.us/j/709706986
Zoom ID: 709706986

SPECIAL EVENTS

Sunday, May 24
9AM – 1PM

L’Ayla Rosh Chodesh Sivan
Seminar for Women
Zoom link: https://zoom.
us/j/84682153217

Sunday, May 24
5PM – 9:30PM

Vayichan International Learning
Event
Join at: vayichan.com

Monday, May 25 7:00pm
L’Ayla Mother/ Daughter preShavuot event
Zoom link: https://zoom.
us/j/87908539014

Tuesday, May 26,
8:00pm

Shavuot Learning and
Cheesecake Baking Demo (L’Ayla)
Zoom link: https://zoom.
us/j/87930489339

8:30 PM

Rabbi Ezra Friedman

Practical Kashrut
Zoom link: https://zoom.
us/j/698124792
Zoom ID: 698124792

Follow OU Israel on Facebook: Facebook.com/OUIsrael/
OU ISRAEL CENTER
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Yeshivat Hakotel Presents

Be Inspired for Shavuos and Matan Torah
An Unprecedented Worldwide Achdus Learning Experience
The World’s Leading Rabbonim, Educators, and Speakers

SUNDAY, MAY 24TH 2020 -  תש“פ,ראש חודש יונ
5:00 pm - 9:30 pm - ISRAEL

US EAST: 10:00 am - 2:30 pm / US CENTRAL: 9:00 am - 1:30 pm / US WEST: 7:00 am - 11:30 am / UK: 3:00 pm - 7:30 pm

Chief Rabbis

Chief Rabbi Shlomo Amar Chief Rabbi Yisrael Meir Lau
Chief Rabbi David Lau
Chief Rabbi Yitzchak Yosef
Chief Rabbi Ephraim Mirvis, England/UK
Rabbi Lord Jonathan Sacks, England/UK
Chief Rabbi Warren Goldstein, South Africa
Chief Rabbi Berel Lazar, Russia

Senior Roshei Yeshiva & Poskim
Rav Yaakov Bender, Yeshiva Darchei Torah Rav Yitzchak Berkovits, Aish Hatorah Dayan Chanoch Ehrentreu, London Beis Din
Rav Reuven Feinstein, Yeshiva of Staten Island Rav Avigdor Nevenzahl, Yeshivat Hakotel
Rav Noach Isaac Oelbaum, K’hal Nachalas Yitzchak Rav Yisroel Reisman, Torah Voda'as Rav Hershel Schachter, RIETS
Rav Asher Weiss, Minchas Asher Rav Baruch Wieder, Yeshivat Hakotel

Distinguished Speakers
Rav David Aaron
Rav Elimelech Biderman
Rav Mendel Blachman
Rav Yitzchak Breitowitz
Rav Steven Burg
Rav Eytan Feiner
Rav Dovid Fohrman
Rav Yoel Gold
Rav Meir Goldwicht
Mr. Charlie Harary
Rav Moshe Hauer
Rav Jesse Horn
Rav Yakov Horowitz
Rav YY Jacobson

Rav Shraga Kallus
Rav Zev Leff
Rav Aryeh Lebowitz
Rav Menachem Leibtag
Rav Aharon Lopiansky
Rav Eli Mansour
Rav Ilan Meirov
Rav Judah Mischel
Dr. David Pelcovitz
Rav Doron Perez
Rav Menachem Penner
Rav Yosef Zvi Rimon
Rav Shalom Rosner
Rav Michael Rosensweig

Rav YY Rubinstein
Rav Jacob J. Schacter
Rav Ben Zion Shafier
Rav Efraim Shapiro
Rav Moshe Taragin
Rav Reuven Taragin
Rav Hanoch Teller
Rav Dr. Avraham Twerski
Rav Mayer Twersky
Rav Zecharya Wallerstein
Rav Steven Weil
Rav Moshe Weinberger
Rav Yechezkel Weinfeld

Chinuch Couples Speaking Together

Rebbetzin Joanne Dove
Rebbetzin Aviva Feiner
Rebbetzin Tziporah Gottlieb (Heller)
Mrs. Michal Horowitz
Mrs. Chani Juravel
Mrs. Miriam Kosman
Rabbanit Yael Leibowitz
Rebbetzin Lauren Levin
Mrs. Sivan Rahav Meir
Rabbanit Yemima Mizrachi
Rebbetzin Lori Palatnik
Rebbetzin Smadar Rosensweig
Rebbetzin Dina Schoonmaker
Mrs. Shira Smiles
Rabbanit Shani Taragin
Rebbetzin Rena Tarshish
Mrs. Esther Wein
Dr. Yael Ziegler

Moderated by Dovid Lichtenstein
Rav Ilan & Miriam Feldman Rav Efrem & Yocheved Goldberg Rav Ilan & Ruthie Halberstadt Rav Yakov & Udi Horowitz
Rav Yisroel & Elisheva Kaminetsky Rav Michael & Smadar Rosensweig Rav Reuven & Shani Taragin Rav Michel & Feige Twerski

FOR MOR INFORMATION: VAYICHAN.COM
The program is dedicated in memory of the Novominsker Rebbe - Rav Yaakov Perlow ZT”L
and other recent Niftarim.
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 כאיש אחד בלב אחד- ר

SUNDAY, MAY 24TH 2020
US
EAST

UK

ISRAEL

ACHDUS

LIMUD HATORAH

10:00 3:00

5:00

10:30 3:30

5:30

11:00 4:00

6:00

11:30 4:30

6:30

12:00 5:00

7:00

12:30 5:30

7:30

1:00

6:00

8:00

1:30

6:30

8:30

2:00

7:00

Rav Reuven Taragin
9:00 Why The Vayichan Program Is Vital:

AM

PM

PM

7:30

9:30

OP

Chief Rabbis - Rav David Lau, Rav Yitzchak Yosef, Rav Yisrael Meir Lau, Rav Shl
Rav Reuven Feinstein
K'Ish Eched B'Lev Echad

Rav Yaakov Bender

Vayichan Sham Yisrael Neged Hahar

Chief Rabbi Berel Lazar

Mutual Respect and Responsibility
As Preparation For Matan Torah

Rav Hershel Schachter

A Celebration of Torah SheBa'al Peh

The Role of Unity
in Accepting the Torah

Birkas HaTorah

Sinai as Our Compass for Tod

Rav Aharon Lopiansky

Rav Elimelech Biderm

Foundation of Mitzvos

Kabbalat Ha-Torah:
The Power of Preparation

Rav Doron Perez

Rav Kook’s Magic Formula
for Jewish Unity

Rav Moshe Taragin

Rav Noach Isaac Oelbaum
Rav Meir Goldwicht

Ki Lekech Tov Natati Lechem

Rav Hanoch Teller

Rav Shraga Kallus

Rav Jesse Horn

It Takes Two: Achdut in the
Age of Moshe and Ahron

Hachanah For Kabalas Hator

Rav Menachem Penne

Standing Before G-d:
From Sinai to Synagogue...to You

Rav Yechezkel Weinfe

Birchas HaTorah, Zechiras HaTorah 'Ilu Keirvanu Lifnei Har Sinai'—D

Three Different Levels of Achdus

A Heartful B’Lev Echad Primer

Chief Rabbi David La

The Mitzvah of Finishing the T

Dayan Chanoch Ehrentreu Chief Rabbi Warren Gold

Rav Jacob J. Schacter

Rav Moshe Hauer

How To Achieve Achdus

2:30

KABALAS HATOR

Rav Yosef Zvi Rimon
What Really Happened
at the Foot of Har Sinai?

Rav Judah Mischel

What Impresses You Most?

Rav David Aaron

Birkat HaTorah: Learning, Living
and Loving Torah

Rav Aryeh Lebowitz

What Having Kavod Hatorah
Means

Celebrating Kabbolas HaTora
Alone and Together

Rav Shalom Rosner

The Experience of Maamad Har

Rav Yitzchak Breitow
The Gifts We Give to God

will only
active
All shiurim will iy”H be screened(links
on YouTube
and be
Zoom.
Cl

(links will only be active

Join Klal Yisrael @

The program is dedicated in memory of the Novominsker Re
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kotel Presents

ויחן שם ישראל נגד ההר

RAH PERSONAL GROWTH

PENING SESSION

lomo Amar

au

Torah

SHAVUOS

Rav Yitzchak Berkovits
Why We Learn Torah

Rav Yisroel Reisman
Rabbi Lord Jonathan Sacks &
Chief Rabbi Ephraim Mirvis Shavuos: The Natural Tendencies of a Jew

day

You Choose Us From All The Nations

A Life of Vertical and Horizontal
Responsibility: Shavuot During the
Coronavirus Pandemic

man

Rav Mayer Twersky

Rav Dr. Avraham Twerski

Mr. Charlie Harary

Rav Moshe Weinberger

er

ur Sofa

eld

Dayeinu

n

ah,

r

Sinai

witz

SHAVUOS

Senior Roshei Yeshiva - Rav Avigdor Nevenzahl, Rav Asher Weiss, Rav Baruch Wieder

dstein Chief Rabbi Yisrael Meir Lau

rah

 תש”ף,ראש חודש סיון

Teshuva

Reaching the Apex: Preparing to Meet
the King on Shavous

Rav Yoel Gold

“How Today’s Experiences Prepare Us
For A Better Tomorrow"

Rav Yakov Horowitz

Walking a Mile in the Shoes of the
Socially Isolated

Rav Efraim Shapiro
The Song of Torah

Rav Ben Zion Shafier
Aspiring for Greatness

Rav YY Rubinstein
How People Come to Hate
and How to Reverse it

Shavuot: A Closure for Pesach

Toras HaMoshiach

Rav Steven Burg

The High Cost of Jewish Responsibility
Through the Eyes of Biblical Heroes

Rav Zecharya Wallerstein
The Origins of Moshiach

Rav Eytan Feiner

Z'man Matan Toraseinu:
The Greatest Chasunah Ever

Rav Dovid Fohrman

Rav Michael Rosensweig

Sefirah, Mattan and Kabalat HaTorah

Rav Zev Leff

The Importance of Continuous Growth
in Torah Observance...

Rav YY Jacobson

Goliath and His Mother Go Into
Therapy

Rav Eli Mansour

The Tent of Sarah /Mashiah

Rav Steven Weil

The Most Anti-Climactic Moment in
Jewish History

Rav Ilan Meirov

Learn Torah or Save a Life?

Dr. David Pelcovitz

Hidden Dimensions of Sefirat
HaOmer

Shavuos and the Psychology of
Happiness

Rav Mendel Blachman

Rav Menachem Leibtag

Shavuot: The Day of the Broken
Luchot

Rosh Chodesh and Yom Tov
in Light of Brit Sinai

e during
time
listed).
licking
thethe
boxes
takes
you to the YouTube shiur at its time.

e during the time listed)

@ VAYICHAN.COM

ebbe - Rav Yaakov Perlow ZT”L and other recent Niftarim.
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SUNDAY, MAY 24TH 2020
US
EAST

UK

ISRAEL
ISRAEL

 כאיש אחד בלב אחד- ר

CHINUCH COUPLES

OP

10:00 3:00

5:00

10:30 3:30

5:30

11:00 4:00

6:00

11:30 4:30

6:30

Education and Torah Values are a Long Term Investment

12:00 5:00

7:00

Parenting With the “Long Game” in Mind

12:30 5:30

7:30

1:00

6:00

8:00

1:30

6:30

8:30

2:00

7:00

9:00

2:30

7:30

9:30

AM

PM

PM

Chief Rabbis - Rav David Lau, Rav Yitzchak Yosef, Rav Yisrael Meir Lau, Rav Shl
Rav Michel & Feige Twerski

Love, Joyful Observance of Mitzvos, and Authenticity are Keys to Naches From Our Generations

Rav Ilan & Miriam Feldman
Educating Our Children

Rav Michael & Smadar Rosensweig

'N

Rav Yakov & Udi Horowitz

Rav Yisroel & Elisheva Kaminetsky
Torah Parenting Through the Pandemic

Rav Efrem & Yocheved Goldberg

How to Explain to Your Children Why Good People are Dying

T

Ch

Rav Reuven & Shani Taragin
Edifying and Fortifying Our Children

Rav Ilan & Ruthie Halberstadt

Parenting - Old Principles, New Applications

Caves, C

All shiurim will iy”H be screened on YouTube and Zoom. Cl

(links will only be active

Join Klal Yisrael @

The program is dedicated in memory of the Novominsker Re
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ויחן שם ישראל נגד ההר

 תש”ף,ראש חודש סיון

WOMEN

PENING SESSION

lomo Amar

Senior Roshei Yeshiva - Rav Avigdor Nevenzahl, Rav Asher Weiss, Rav Baruch Wieder

Mrs. Sivan Rahav Meir

Matan Torah in the Corona Period

Rebbetzin Rena Tarshish*

Rebbetzin Tziporah Gottlieb (Heller)
The Chashivus of Women Being Mekabel Torah

Rabbanit Shani Taragin

Dvash V'Cholov Tachas Lishnoeich

Pesach and Shavuos: Miracles at Midnight

Rebbetzin Dina Schoonmaker*

Rabbanit Yemima Mizrachi

Na'aseh Venishma' How Can We Be Expected To Do
When We Don't Understand?

Receiving With Love

Mrs. Shira Smiles*

Dr. Yael Ziegler

Ruth: The Mother of Kingship

Continuous Connection

Rebbetzin Lori Palatnik

Taking the 5th: Parenting to Thrive, Not Just Survive

Rebbetzin Smadar Rosensweig

Resilience in the Face of Crisis: Life Lessons from Megilat Rut

Rebbetzin Aviva Feiner*

Mrs. Chani Juravel

Shavuot: The Promises That Define Us

hoosing to be Chosen - A Relationship with The Divine

Mrs. Miriam Kosman
Say Yes to Love

Mrs. Michal Horowitz

Achdus: The Uniting Theme of the Shalosh Regalim

Rebbetzin Lauren Levin

Cliffs and Covenants: What it Means to be the Jewish People

Mrs. Esther Wein

The Elephant in the Room - Why We Commemorate a Fail

Rebbetzin Joanne Dove

Truth: When Our Words, Thoughts, and Deeds Match

Rabbanit Yael Leibowitz

The Transformative Role of Jewish Literacy
*This zoom room is for women only

licking the boxes takes you to the YouTube shiur at its time.

e during the time listed)

@ VAYICHAN.COM

ebbe - Rav Yaakov Perlow ZT”L and other recent Niftarim.
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RABBI AARON Editor, Torah Tidbits
GOLDSCHEIDER

Fire,
Water, and
Wilderness

wilderness of Sinai…(Bemidbar 1:1). Why
specifically in the wilderness? Our Sages
of the Midrash deduced three essential
ingredients needed for Matan Torah,
receiving of the Torah, to be successful:
fire, water and wilderness.

T

The Torah was given through the
medium of fire: “And Mount Sinai smoked
in every part, because the Lord descended
upon it in fire..” (Shemot 19:18). We
similarly learn about the presence of
water at Mount Sinai from a verse in
Shirat Devorah that recounts this historic
event: “...even the clouds dripped water.
Mountains melted before Hashem - as did
Sinai -before Hashem, the God of Israel.”
And from the very first verse in Bemidbar
we see that the Torah was given in the
wilderness. (Midrash Rabbah, Bemidbar
1:7).

he Shulchan Aruch instructs us to
read Parshat Bemidbar before the
festival of Shavuot (Orach Chaim
428:4). The Biur Halacha, authored by the
Chofetz Chaim, explains that this custom
has less to do with the content of the
parsha and more to do with the last parsha
of Sefer Vayikra, Parshat Bechukotai.
As we know, Parshat Bechukotai
contains an extensive list of curses
that Am Yisrael will incur if they do not
adhere to the Torah. The Chofetz Chaim
says that it is preferable to distance this
parsha, to create a buffer so to speak, to
the celebration of the giving of the Torah.
We would not want to dampen our spirits
on the eve of Chag Matan Torateinu by
suggesting that our relationship with God
could be in jeopardy based on a lack of
commitment or observance.
However, the Chassidic Masters were
convinced that an inherent connection
exists between Parshat Bemidbar and the
festival of Shavuot.
“And God spoke to Moshe in the
48
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The Chassidic Masters were quick to
comment on this memorable midrash.
They perceived in this passage deep
lessons for spirituality. We will cite three
teachings from Rebbe Menachem Mendel
of Kotzk (1787-1859), the Sfat Emet (18471905), and Rabbi Meir Shapiro of Lublin
(1887-1933).
The illustrious Rebbe of Kotzk was
known for his philosophy for an untiring
search for Emet, truth. He stood for
vigorous and complete introspection

and the desire to reveal man’s essence.
He would say that man must search for
himself constantly.
He understood the analogy of midbar
alluding to the perspectives needed when
we engage in Torah study. Firstly, in the
same way that the desert is vast and in a
sense boundless and immeasurable, so is
the Torah. We must approach the Divine
word with awe and trepidation knowing
that we only touch the surface. (Sefer Ohel
Torah, p.46)
Secondly, one who enters the desert
knows that he will only prosper through
his own dedicated effort and toil. Only
through personal effort will one reap a
reward; food and water are not readily
available in the setting of desert. Torah
study, says the Rebbe, requires serious
engagement and dedication. The Kotzker
once commented that the festival of
Shavuot is called “The Time of the Giving
of the Torah.” Why is it not called “The
Time of the Receiving of the Torah?’
He answered, “Because the Torah was
given to everyone in equal measure, but
everyone chooses to receive it according
to their capacity to understand it and the
effort one exerts in its study.”
The Rebbe’s twofold approach echoes
a well known mishnah in Avot: “It is
not for you to complete the task, but
neither are we free to stand aside from
it” (Pirkei Avot 2:21). There exists a
delicate duality: We approach Torah
with a sense of humility and awe, aware
of its awesome breadth and depth, yet,
we engage in it fully with the intent to
OU ISRAEL CENTER
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access its profundity and brilliance.
Another intriguing explanation of the
Midrash cited above was taught by the
Rebbe of Ger, Rebbe Yehudah Aryeh Leib
Alter (1847-1905), also known by the
title of his main work, the Sfat Emet. He
offers a penetrating interpretation of the
comparison of Torah and a wilderness.
The Rebbe asks, ”Why in particular
was the Torah given in the desert?” His
answer: A wasteland or wilderness is
barren and nondescript, it is formless and
unstructured. In contrast, the Torah offers
instructions, guidelines, demarcations
and structure. The Torah being revealed
in the setting of midbar, spotlights one of
the Torah’s greatest assets to man: It offers
a Jew ‘seder’, structure, organization, and
prioritization. ()שפת אמת במדבר תרלג
The Sfat Emet suggested that this is
the meaning of the Talmudic teaching
which states that the world was in a state
of Tohu, confusion, for 2,000 years until
the teachings of Torah became revealed.
Torah brings order to a chaotic and
disorderly universe.
The Rebbe cites from the Maharal of
Prague (1520-1609) who taught that the
title Yotzer, ‘Creator,’ we use to describe
God, also alludes to the word tzura. This
term implies the Almighty creates not
only ‘matter’ but ‘form’. In other words
He gives specific shape, precise measure
and dimension to His creation. (Maharal,
Derech HaChayim Chap. 6, Mishna 11).
The Talmud teaches that one who
recites the psalm of Ashrei three times a
day ‘merits a place in the world to come’.
50
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What is so special about this prayer? The
Talmud answers: It contains the alphabet;
each sentence begins with a letter of aleph
bet (Berachot 4b). Why is that significant?
The Meshech Chochmah (Vayikra 26:4)
answers that it represents ‘order’ in which
God constructed the universe. Apparently
recognizing this trait of God is important
to perceive and emulate in our lives.
This approach of the Sfat Emet clearly
emerges from Parshat Bemidbar which
emphasizes organization and precision.
The people of Israel are carefully counted,
the camps are arranged in a meticulous
sequence, flags are posted to identify each
section. One could sum up its theme in a
single word: seder (order).
The Mussar Movement considered
the notion of ‘order’ as being integral to
successful service of God. Rabbi Simcha
Zissel Ziv (1824-1898) taught that this
is one of the pillars of the Kelm way of
Mussar. He argued, based on multiple
examples in the Torah, that details are
small, but they matter, often crucially. The
Alter of Kelm valued order in his own life.
There is an oft repeated story that Rabbi
Simcha Zissel once went to visit his son
Nachum Zev, then a student in a distant
yeshiva. The first thing the father did
was visit his son’s room. On inspection,
he found the boy’s possessions in order.
From this alone, he could tell that his son
was doing well in yeshiva. Only then did
he go to see his son. (Everyday Holiness,
Alan Morinis p.88).
Without order, one is bound to be
wasting something - whether it be time,

energy, resources, things themselves that
get lost, relationships, and so on. Any
management consultant will tell you that
you have to get organized if you want
to be effective, but the Baalei Mussar’s
concerns went far beyond that. Rabbi
Elyahu Dessler (1892-1953), a famed
student of the Kelm school of Mussar,
provides compelling reasons why one
should make an effort to bring order into
one’s life. First, knowing things are well
arranged brings a sense of calm to one’s
life which is conducive toward achieving
bona fide avodat Hashem. Order also
saves time and frustration so that one is
able to put their efforts into that which
truly matters and is most important.
Rabbi Shlomo Wolbe (1914-2005), an
eminent modern Mussar sage, says in
the name of the Alter of Kelm that order
can be compared to the clasp of a pearl
necklace. The pearls are what make up
the necklace, and they are definitely more
important than the clasp, but without the
clasp the pearls will fall off and scatter,
and all that will remain of the necklace
is the string alone. Similarly, a person
contains an abundance of strengths,
intellect, character traits, and qualities.
But without order, all these virtues will
scatter, and he or she will be left with very
little. (Everyday Holiness, Alan Morinis,
p.97)
Returning to our parsha, there is one
word which repeats itself tens of times:
Pakad, a word which means count,
but really suggests something more. It
does not merely mean to be counted,
but it means to be given a role, a tafkid.

To be endowed with a role charges the
individual with a sense of purpose and
importance in striving to achieve a distinct
goal. Remarkably the Sages entitled the
entire book of Bemidbar, Sefer HaPikudim
(Mishnah Yoma 7:1)
A third and most beautiful exposition
of our Midrash was offered by the famed
Chassidic leader and Rosh Yeshiva, Rabbi
Meir Shapiro of Lublin (1887-1933). He
saw these three items mentioned in the
Midrash poetically retelling the story of
the Jewsh people and her remarkable
steadfastness:
Fire: Our forefather Avraham was
thrown into a fiery furnace because of
his belief in one God. Water: The heroic
figure Nachshon ben Aminadav jumped
into the raging waters of the Red Sea,
and the people followed him, prepared
to sacrifice their lives if need be for
the sake of the Almighty. Wilderness:
The entire nation endured hardship
and deprivation in a harrowing desert
wasteland to receive the Torah. Countless
times in history the Jewish people have
been subjected to trials by fire, water and
wilderness, and yet we have held strong to
our commitment, illustrating how firmly
our personal, communal, and national
convictions are entrenched. (Itturei Torah
Vol.5, p. 9)
Rabbi
Meir
Shapiro’s
comment
beautifully aligns with his own worldview
and his most famous contribution to
Jewish life. When he was a man of only
thirty six years, he stood in front of the
greatest of Rabbis at the first gathering of
OU ISRAEL CENTER
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Agudat Yisrael, known as the Kennesiah
Gedola of Agudath Yisrael, in 1923. He
proposed the idea of the Daf Yomi, a
revolutionary project where Jews across
the globe would study a page of Talmud
daily and complete the entire Shas, some
2,711 pages, every seven and half years.
For various reasons not all the rabbinic
leaders present were enthused by his
proposal. Rabbi Shapiro argued for his
position citing the following passage
from the Talmud. He quoted the Gemara
(Yevamot 121a) in which Rabban Gamliel
describes standing on the deck of a ship
and seeing a nearby ship crash and break
apart, casting overboard a great scholar
— no less than Rabbi Akiva himself.
After reaching dry land, Rabban Gamliel
was shocked when the same Rabbi Akiva
appeared before him in the study hall to
engage in halachic discussion. Rabban
Gamliel asked him how he had survived
being thrown into the watery deep — to
which Rabbi Akiva replied, “A board
(daf) of the boat floated into my hands.
I grabbed on to it, and I bent my head
before each and every wave that came
toward me until I reached the shore.”
Rabbi Shapiro emphasized that Rabbi
Akiva lived during one of the darkest
periods of Jewish history, marked by
the loss of national independence and
the nation’s spiritual center of the holy
Temple. But even under the harshest
Roman edicts against Torah learning,
he produced outstanding talmidim, who
would restore Torah to its former glory.
The daf of the ship to which Rabbi Akiva
52
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held tight, said Rabbi Shapiro, can be
understood metaphorically as the daf
Gemara to which we must hold tight for
protection against the challenges of the
day and the even the greatest trials we
face both personally and as a nation.
The confirmation of this program
was still not unanimously accepted. It
was not until the the Rebbe of Ger, the
Imrei Emet, Rabbi Avraham Mordechai
Alter (1866-1948) stood up on the night
of Rosh Hashanah in his Beis Medrash
in Poland and announced, “Tonight we
going to begin the learning of the Daf
Yomi.” Only then it did it officially come
to be.
An addendum to the story. Rabbi
Pesach Krohn , a well known modern
day ‘maggid’, who researched the
details concerning this episode was
amazed to discover that the actual
date that Daf Yomi was launched was
on 9-11 (September 11th, 1923). Rabbi
Krohn said that once again we see that
it is Torah that will give our people the
strength to overcome enemies and the
hardships that we and all mankind face.
(‘Vimeo’ video: ‘Rabbi Paysach Krohn
Reflects on Rav Meir Shapiro in Lublin’)
At this auspicious time of year we
read Parshat Bemidbar as a prelude to
the festival of Shavuot. We discover that
the simple term, Bemidbar, wilderness,
contains within it layers of meaning.
The holy Rebbes proposed that this one
word carries with it some of the most
profound ideas about our strivings to
attain an exalted Jewish life.

Puah for Fertility and
RABBI GIDEON Machon
Gynecology in Accordance with Halacha
WEITZMAN

A New Drug

L

ast week we saw that the Magen
Avraham (Shulchan Aruch, Orach
Chayim 328) only permitted using
medication or medical procedures on
Shabbat if they were proven to be effective. In all other cases we would not be
permitted to break Shabbat, even if a person’s life was in danger.
However, Rabbi Yosef ben Meir
Teomim, in his major halachic work the
Pri Megadim, challenged this statement
by the Magen Avraham. We know that
it is an obligation to save life even if the
chance of doing so is slim. Not only do we
break Shabbat in the case where there is
definitely danger to life, but even in a case
of doubt or possibly danger to life. Why
then, does the Magen Avraham not permit
breaking Shabbat in the case of a nonproven medical procedure? Surely there is
a chance that it will be successful and the
person’s life will be saved.
The Pri Megadim answers his own
question by making a distinction between
a person whose life is in danger as
opposed to someone who is ill but is not
in mortal danger. In the former case we
are obligated to save their life and break
Shabbat if necessary, even if it is not
certain that we will be successful, and we

can use all means at our disposal. For such
a person we would be permitted to use
even experimental medication, since there
is a chance that it could save a life. If the
manufacturer claims that it will work it
can be used even if there is no proof. But
in the latter case, when there is not present
danger to life, we would only be able to
break Shabbat if the medication had been
proven to improve the situation.
Thus, it appears that there is a difference
of opinion regarding using experimental
and as yet unproven medication.
According to the Magen Avraham it would
be prohibited until the end of clinical trials
and proof of no dangerous side effects. But
the Pri Megadim suggests that in the case of
a life-threatening illness we are obligated
to pursue all treatment and medication,
even if it may not be successful.
In the case of a new drug, such as a
vaccination for Covid 19, the Pri Megadim
would permit using it even before it had
been proven successful, whereas the
Magen Avraham would exercise more
caution.
More on this next week.
The Puah Institute is based in Jerusalem
and helps couples from all over the world
who are experiencing fertility problems.
Offices in Jerusalem, New York, Los
Angeles & Paris. Contact (Isr) 02-651-5050
(US) 718-336-0603 www.puahonline.org
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I Remember
the Affection
of Your Youth

O

ur Parsha begins by recording
that Hashem spoke to Moshe in
the Wilderness of Sinai in the Tent
of Meeting, the Ohel Mo’ed. So, we might
ask of what import is it to know that this
encounter took place in the Midbar, the
desert.
Perhaps we might begin by taking the
route espoused by the Gaon, R. Shapiro
of Lublin, who focusses our attention on
the Midrash that proclaimed that our holy
Torah was acquired “Ba’esh, Bamayim
Uvamidbar” – ‘Through fire, water, and
the desert.’
In principle, the Rebbe informs us
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that from their earliest days, Am Yisrael
made sacrifices on behalf of their beliefs.
And, following the Midrash, these three
elements – fire, water, and desert – were
engaged in the prototype examples of this
selfless dedication. Avraham was thrown
into the furnace (FIRE); the people jumped
into the Sea (WATER), and Bnei Yisrael
entered a barren wilderness, replete with
“wild animals, snakes, and scorpions”
(DESERT).
No wonder that the prophet Yirmiyahu,
when pleading on behalf of a backsliding
people, proclaimed in their defense (Jer.
2:2):
I remember the affection of your youth
The love of your espousals,
How you went after Me in the wilderness
In a land that was not sown.
Thus, in this context, the recollection of

the Midbar serves as a source of protection
when we most need to atone for our
misdeeds.
R. Elimelech of Lizansck (the “Noam
Elimelech”), however, would draw our
attention further to the description of
the location where the dialogue between
Moshe and G-d occurred, namely Midbar
Sinai. The acceptance of Torah alone is
not sufficient: It has to be accompanied
by the appropriate level of humility, of
making ourselves small in the eyes of
G-d, as represented by the most modest of
mountains, Har Sinai.
In the inimitable worldview of the
Chassid, R. Elimelech then draws our
attention to the encounter taking place
in the Ohel Mo’ed, not to be translated

as “The Tent of Meeting” but rather as
“Be’ohel [Shel] Mo’ed” – ‘In the tent of the
Mo’ed,’ where “Mo’ed” means one of the
religious holidays. Just as our festivals (the
Mo’adim) must be celebrated with joy, so
must the encounter with Hashem be a
joyous experience.
And, following the wise Zera Hakodesh,
Naftali Zvi of Ropshitz, we understand
that even when we feel abandoned and
neglected in a world that is “barren” and
that our lives are encroached by “wild
animals and scorpions,” we should know
that Hashem is still there for us and
remembers the love of our espousals.
Shabbat Shalom!
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FROM THE VIRTUAL DESK OF THE

OU VEBBE REBBE
RAV DANIEL MANN

Use of
Informal
Sefira
Counting
to Solve
Problems
Question: If one answers an inquiry
about what day of the omer it is and does
not count again that day, may he count
the next day with a beracha? If yes, an
onen (before funeral of close relative,
who does not perform mitzvot) for a full
day of sefira should be able to simulate
such a statement and be allowed to
continue with a beracha the next day.
Answer: The Behag (cited in Tosafot,
Menachot 66a) is the source of the idea
that one may not continue with a beracha
if he missed a day of counting. He argues
that missing a day makes it impossible
to fulfill the command of temimot (seven
full weeks). Most Rishonim disagree. The
Shulchan Aruch (Orach Chayim 489:8)
basically accepts the Behag, but only
due to doubt – since he might be correct,
we do not make a beracha. However, if
56
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one is unsure if he counted, he makes a
beracha on subsequent days because of a
positive double doubt, i.e., if either he did
not miss a day or the Behag is incorrect,
a beracha is warranted (Mishna Berura
489:38). The Terumat Hadeshen (I:37)
says that although it is unclear if one can
fulfill the mitzva with a daytime count, if
one did so, he recites with a beracha on
subsequent days. Most understand that
this too is based on a positive double
doubt (Sha’ar Hatziyun 489:45). The
Mishna Berura (489:38) presents a broad
rule – after a questionable count, which
requires redoing but without a beracha,
if one did not repeat, he maintains the
ability to count with a beracha in the
future, due to double doubt.

If it is not a mitzva, then it will
not help going forward
Does your case of answering a
question, i.e., a proper statement in a
non-mitzva context, create a double
doubt? The Shulchan Aruch (ibid. 4)
rules to avoid answering completely
because such a statement compromises
the beracha on that day’s count. Thus
it seems to meet the Mishna Berura’s
criterion for allowing a beracha on
subsequent days. On the other hand, the
Taz (489:7) contends that because the

The Orthodox Union - via its website - fields questions of all types in areas of kashrut,
Jewish law and values. Some of them are answered by Eretz Hemdah, the Institute for
Advanced Jewish Studies, Jerusalem, headed by Rav Yosef Carmel and Rav Moshe
Ehrenreich, founded by HaRav Shaul Yisraeli zt”l, to prepare rabbanim and dayanim to
serve the National Religious community in Israel and abroad. Ask the Rabbi is a joint
venture of the OU, Yerushalayim Network, Eretz Hemdah... and OU Israel’s Torah Tidbits.

answerer clearly does not intend to fulfill
the mitzva, it is inconsequential, and
it is just a stringency to avoid an exact
answer; even if he answered, he would
make the beracha that night. The main
response to the Taz is that many hold
that sefira is Rabbinic nowadays, and
Rabbinic mitzvot may not need intention
for the mitzva (see Pri Megadim, 489, EA
10). According to the Taz’s view of your
case, it will not help to save the beracha
in the future.
However, even those who reject the Taz
are unlikely to accept your idea. An onen
avoids doing sefira because according
to most Rishonim, he is not only exempt
but forbidden to do mitzvot – so rules
the Shulchan Aruch, Yoreh Deah 341:1.
Therefore, if your statement fulfills the
mitzva, it is ostensibly forbidden for an
onen! If it is not a mitzva, then it will not
help going forward (see Noda B’Yehuda
II, OC 27)! Also, in this case, most poskim
should agree with the Taz – if an onen
knows he is forbidden to do the mitzva,
then his intention specifically not to
fulfill the mitzva disqualifies it (see
Mishna Berura 60:9).
The Noda B’Yehuda (ibid.) actually
says that if one will be an onen for a
whole day, he is probably obligated in
sefira, so that aninut should not prevent
fulfillment of the mitzva even after

aninut is over. Since even if he is not
obligated, some allow an onen to do a
mitzva when it does not affect funeral
preparations, he can count without a
beracha. Many (see Pitchei Teshuva, YD
341:6; R. Akiva Eiger, OC 489:7) accept
the Noda B’Yehuda; a minority (Birchei
Yosef, OC 489:20) do not.
The poskim do not suggest your idea,
which is like the Noda B’Yehuda in action
but different in intention, because most
assume that negative intention ruins its
efficacy. It might work (the calculation
is beyond our scope) according to the
approach of some Acharonim (including
Rav Soloveitchik, see Mesora III, p. 35)
that there is no need to fulfill the mitzva
to allow continuing with a beracha,
just to do an act of counting to keep
an uninterrupted count. However,
since your plan contradicts the Noda
B’Yehuda’s quite accepted idea of
counting with positive intent, we do not
recommend it.

Having a dispute?
For a Din Torah in English or
Hebrew contact ‘Eretz Hemdah
- Gazit’ Rabbinical Court: 077215-8-215 • fax: (02) 537-9626
beitdin@eretzhemdah.org
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Matan Torah
– The Great
Unifier

A

t the end of Parshat Mishpatim
the Torah states, “The entire
nation replied in one voice, we
will do all the things that Gd told us.” In
the very next verse, we find that Moshe
built an ALTAR and 12 PILLARS, as it
says, “Then he built an ALTAR next to
the mountain and 12 PILLARS for the 12
Tribes of Israel” (Shemot 24:4).
Why did Moshe construct both an
ALTAR and also 12 PILLARS at Mount
Sinai? This question is especially
problematic, because although the AVOT
did build PILLARS to serve Gd, but after
Gd gave the Torah, building PILLARS
THE BEST DESIGN, ENGINEERING
AND INSTALLATION OF AIR
CONDITIONING SYSTEMS.
JUST ASK ANY OF OUR
THOUSANDS OF HAPPY CLIENTS.

JLEM 02-628-8282 I TLV 03-720-8000
tzviair.com
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to serve Him became prohibited. What
then, was the reason for Moshe building
12 PILLARS for the 12 Tribes of Israel,
when after Matan Torah this would be
forbidden?
The Rashbam states that the 12 PILLARS
were to symbolize that all 12 components
of the Jewish Nation accepted the Torah.
By setting up 12 separate MONUMENTS,
Moshe demonstrated that each of the 12
Tribes accepted its own special unique
mission as part of Gd’s Holy People. As
the famous song goes “NO ONE CAN DO
IT MY WAY.”
The Shem MiShmuel explains that
the ALTAR and the PILLAR represent
two different facets of serving Gd. The
PILLAR consists of one stone, but the
ALTAR is constructed of many stones.
The singlestoned PILLAR symbolizes
the service of an individual, while
the manystoned ALTAR alludes to the

service of Gd of the entire community as
a whole.
An ALTAR can only function properly if
all its stones are carefully arranged and
aligned with one another. Otherwise,
the entire structure will crumble. So
too, the entire Jewish People must stand
together and merge into a single unity
of communal Service of Gd. As another
famous song goes, “UNITED WE STAND,
DIVIDED WE FALL.”
Perhaps this explains why PILLAR
based worship became prohibited after
the Torah was given to Israel. As long
as Yaakov Avinu and his descendants
had not yet merged into a single nation,
worship at a one stoned PILLAR was
permitted. However, once the Jewish
People received the Torah, we became
obligated to serve Gd as a United Nation,
consisting of 12 Tribes, rather than as
individuals.
Thus, when Gd gave us the Torah, at
Mount Sinai, we were, “Like one person
with one heart” (Rashi, Shemot 19:2). If
only we can attain that level of UNITY
today thereby speeding up the Final
Redemption post CORONA.
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Reciting
‘Shehecheyanu’
When Seeing
Friends
As restrictions begin to ease here in
the State of Israel, should one recite the
blessing of Shehecheyanu when seeing a
friend or family member he/she has not
seen in some time?

T

he Talmud (Berachot 58b) instructs:
One who sees a friend following
a lapse of thirty days recites the
blessing of ‘Shehecheyanu.’ After twelve
months, one recites ‘Mechaye Meitim.’
But just who is this blessing reserved for?
Tosafot (ad loc., s.v. Haro’eh Chaveiro)
quotes the Ri, who limits making the
blessing of ‘Shehecheyanu’ to seeing a
very close friend. This is also the position
of the Rashbah, Rosh, and Rabbeinu
Yonah.
According to the Vilna Gaon, this is
illustrated by an incident that the Talmud
itself relates: “Rav Papa and Rav Hunah
son of Rav Yehohshua were walking
along the road together. They met Rav
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Chanina the son of Rav Ika. They said to
him: ‘Since we saw you, we will recite
two blessings over you: Blessed is He
who gave of His wisdom to those who
fear him, and Shehecheyanu’” (Ibid.).
According to the Vilna Gaon, they made
the second blessing of ‘Shehecheyanu’
upon seeing Rav Chanina, as he was their
close confidant (See Bi’ur Hagra to Orach
Chayim 225:1).
The Shulchan Aruch (Orach Chayim
225:1) rules: “One who sees a friend after
thirty days says ‘Shehecheyanu.’ After
twelve months he blesses, ‘Mechaye
Meitim.’ And this is [only] when he is very
beloved to him, and he is happy upon
seeing him.”
As the blessing of ‘Shehecheyanu is
reserved for moments of great joy, it is
reserved for close friends.
But
with
modern
means
of
communication
phones,
email,
Whatsapp, Facetime, Zoom, etc. - it’s very
possible that one will have ‘seen’ or at
least heard from his/her friend within
thirty days. According to the Mishnah
Berurah, one who was in written contact
with his friend or was informed of his
friend’s welfare by others, would not
make the blessing of ‘Shehecheyanu,’
as we apply the principle of “Safeik
Berachot L’hakel” and are lenient when

there is a doubt whether to make a
blessing or not (Orach Chayim 225:2).
While the Aruch Hashulchan admits the
blessing of ‘Mechaye Meitim’ would not
be made made by those who were in
contact, he explains that the blessing of
‘Shehecheyanu’ is not about knowledge of
the wellbeing of one’s friend, but rather
the joy upon seeing a close friend “face to
face” (Orach Chayim 225:2).
Rav Ovadiah Yosef rules that even if
they were in contact over the telephone,
one may still make the blessing of
‘Shehecheyanu’ upon seeing his/her
friend after thirty days have elapsed
(Yechave Da’at 4:17). (However, in a
footnote he writes that he is in doubt
whether one who sees his/her friend on
television would make the blessing.)
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But many have the custom not to recite
the blessing at all today.
Reciting ‘Shehecheyanu’ when seeing
a friend after thirty days is not a formal
requirement
(Chova)
but
instead
optional (Reshut). In addition, the very
nature of the blessing of ‘Shehecheyanu’
is subjective. When one is happy, he
recites the blessing (See Bach, Orach
Chayim 29). For some, that subjectivity is
a concern.
As there may exist a doubt whether
the individual is indeed a close friend
or not, or whether one really feels a true
sense of joy when seeing the individual,
the custom developed not to make the
blessing at all, as we are lenient when
in doubt concerning blessings (See Yosef
Ometz 1:451; Chessed La’alafim, Orach
Chayim 225:15; Ben Ish Chai, Vol. 1, Ekev
14; Halichot Shlomo 23:12).
The story is told that Rav Refael Kook,
rabbi of Tiveria for many years, once
visited Rav Velvel, the Brisker Rav of
Jerusalem. Rav Refael asked if he can
make a ‘Shehecheyanu’ upon seeing his
friend, Rav Velvel. Rav Velvel answered
that the custom is not to make the
blessing. But Rav Refael asked, “If I can
make a blessing on a new fruit, why not
on seeing a friend?”
Rav Velvel explained that there is an
inherent joy when eating a new fruit.
It’s objective. But when seeing a friend,
it’s subjective; nonspecific; imprecise.
Therefore, Rav Velvel explained, the
custom today is not to make the blessing
of ‘Shehecheyanu’ when seeing a friend
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after thirty days.
Many other acharonim - among them
Yosef Ometz, the Pele Yo’etz, Eshel
Avraham, Ben Ish Chai, and Rav Shlomo
Zalman Auerbach - agree and rule that
the custom today is not to make the
blessing. Or at the very least, not with
‘Shem u’Malchut,’ Hashem’s name. Some,
however, allow for special exceptions,
like seeing family or an especially close
friend, which objectively creates joy.
While
the
Aruch
Hashulchan
acknowledges that “nowadays we are
very lenient with this blessing,” he
concludes that one “who has pleasure
when seeing [his friend] and is very
happy - and all the more so if it’s a son
and father or father and son or brothers
and the like - must make the blessing”
(Orach Chayim 225:3).
Following months of being in
lockdown, self-isolation, and quarantine,
one who feels a sincere sense of joy
when seeing a family member or close
friend may indeed make the blessing of
‘Shehecheyanu,’ expressing gratitude
and giving thanks to Hashem for the gift
of being able to be together in person
once again.
Should one see many friends together
at once, according to Rav Yitzchak
Zilbershtein, he would make the blessing
only once (Chashukei Chemed to Berachot
58b). Rav Zilbershtein invokes a ruling of
Rav Moshe Feinstein (Igrot Moshe, Orach
Chayim 1:87), who ruled that one blessing
of ‘Shehecheyanu’ exempts many new
fruits.
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What’s Our
Banner?
ֹשה ֵּכן ָחנ ּו
ׁ
ֶ ֲשר ִצָוּה ה’ ֶאת מ
ׁ
ֶ ׂר ֵאל ְּככֹל א
ָ ִש
ְ ּׂו ְּבנֵי י
ּעש
ֲ ַוַי
.יש ְל ִמְׁש ְּפח ָֹתיו ַעל ֵּבית ֲאב ָֹתיו
ׁ ָסע ּו ִא
ָ יהם ו ְֵכן נ
ֶ ְל ִד ְג ֵל
And the Children of Israel did all that
the Lord had commanded Moses; they
encamped by their banners, and so they
journeyed each man with his family,
according to his father’s house. (Num.
2:34)
In Bemidbar each tribe is given its own
banner and position in the camp, and
each one is counted within the crowd. The
Netivot Shalom expands on this historic
event:
Just as each nation and each military
corps has a unique banner which denotes
its special task, so too each and every
individual has his own banner and special
task. The worst possible thing is when a
person exists in the world without purpose
or mission and has no idea what he is living
for, for what purpose he was born into the
world. The purpose of the banners in the
wilderness was to clarify the mission of
each person. One tribe bears the banner
of Torah, another of labor, another of
good deeds, and they come together to
form a whole unit. This is a hint to future

generations. Each person has his own task
and way of life, and there is no one who
does not have a banner he belongs to. A
person must look after his own banner
and not exchange it for issues that are not
his task. When a person finds out what his
mission in the world is, he has found out
the secret of his life.
How are we supposed to discover this
secret? How can we find out what our
mission and banner are? The Netivot
Shalom suggests that Shabbat, the day in
which we focus more on our inner selves,
can help us:
One of the zemirot we sing around
the Shabbat table is “Whoever protects
the Shabbat properly from desecration,
each in his own camp, each under his
own banner.” A person is distracted and
confused during the six days of the week
and does not have the clarity to know what
his camp and banner is. Only on the holy
Shabbat does he have the peace of mind
to be a person of his own camp, under his
own banner.
Sivan Rahav-Meir is an Israeli journalist,
currently on shlichut of World Mizrahi
movement to the US. She is the author of
#Parasha (Menorah Press) and Reaching
to Heaven (Artscroll). To receive her daily
insight on the portion of the week, text your
name to: 972-58-679-9000
OU ISRAEL CENTER
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MIDEI CHODESH
RABBI SHMUEL GOLDIN
B'CHADSHO BY
Faculty, OU Israel

Why Break
the Tablets?

L

great leader will testify to the children
of the perpetrators: “I grasped the two
Tablets and threw them from my two
hands, and I smashed them before your
eyes.”

et’s begin by challenging a reality
that we have accepted for years…

Understandable? Perhaps… But troubling, nonetheless.

At the end of a forty-day
encounter on the summit of Mount
Sinai, God informs Moshe that the
Israelites have sinned at the mountain’s
base, through the creation of a
Golden Calf. He commands Moshe to
descend and confront the nation. After
beseeching God to forgive the people,
Moshe complies, carrying with him the
divinely created Luchot Ha’eidut, Tablets
of Testimony, upon which God has
inscribed the Asseret Ha’Dibrot, the Ten
Declarations.

What was Moshe thinking? Why
smash the Luchot? Could any object
be more sanctified or precious than
these two stone tablets- hewn by God
and inscribed by God with the word
of God? How could Moshe apparently
allow these sacred stones to become the
objects of his frustration? Destroy the
calf; punish the people- but, shatter the
Luchot? Why?

As Moshe nears the Israelite
encampment and witnesses the nation
dancing before the Golden Calf, however,
he suddenly “casts the tablets out of his
hands and smashes them beneath the
mountain.” Almost forty years later, this

64

TORAH TIDBITS / BAMIDBAR 5780

Compounding the problem are the
reported divine and human reactions to
Moshe’s actions.
In the wake of the sin of the Golden
Calf, God commands Moshe to carve a
second set of tablets upon which: “I (God)
will inscribe the words that were on the
first tablets asher shibarta (which you
shattered).” The Talmudic sages perceive

in the two words ‘asher shibarta’ divine
approbation of Moshe’s actions- Yiyasher
kochacha sheshibarta, “You are to be
congratulated for shattering [the first set
of Tablets].”

Moshe is deeply afraid that,
if delivered to the nation in
its present state, the Tablets
of Testimony will be horribly
misused
Even more striking is Rashi’s
contention that the last six words of
the entire Torah text, “before the eyes
of all Israel,” specifically reference the
breaking of the Tablets; an event that
Moshe claims occurred “before the eyes
of the people.”
Even if we can somehow understand
Moshe’s destructive response to the sin
of the Golden Calf, how can we explain
the laudatory reactions to that response?
So laudatory, it seems, that Rashi would
cite this episode as the final event that
God wants us to remember about the
greatest leader we have ever known.
Unafraid of questioning the deeds of
even the greatest of our leaders, the
rabbis confronted these issues head-on.
In the course of their explorations, they
arrive at a wide variety of explanations
for Moshe’s actions.
At one end of the spectrum lie
those authorities who, unwilling to
accept that Moshe could have possibly

deliberately destroyed the Luchot,
insist on explaining Moshe’s actions as
involuntary. The Rashbam, departing
from his usual insistence on pshat, the
straightforward interpretation of the
text, builds on earlier midrashim that
claim sudden physical weakness on
Moshe’s part. Tormented by the scene
before him, says the Rashbam, Moshe
only has enough strength to thrust the
tablets away, as they fall from his hands.
Like the Rashbam, the Ramban
maintains that the breaking of the
Tablets simply could not have been
a conscious, premeditated action on
Moshe’s part. Attempting to remain
more clearly within the boundaries
of the text, however, this scholar cites
overwhelming emotion as the catalyst

Adam Farkas, MD

Do you suffer from
urinary problems?
Enlarged prostate (“BPH”)
affects most men over age 50
Prostate Artery Embolization
(“PAE”) is a minimally-invasive
technique with similar results to
surgery and immediate return to
normal activities
jerusalemvascular.com
02-564-5634
02-655-5014
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for Moshe’s actions:

how can I give the Torah to them?

“Moshe did not hesitate to shatter the
Tablets, for he was so angered when he
saw this evil deed, he could not control
himself.”

Yet others see Moshe’s act as educative
in intent. This great leader desperately
wants to teach the people of the error
of their ways. One of the broadest and
boldest classical suggestion in this
direction is offered by the 19th-20th
century scholar, Rabbi Meir Simcha
HaCohen of Dvinsk, the Meshech
Chochma. Rabbi Meir Simcha maintains
that Moshe wants to convey one simple
truth to the people: There is only one
source of holiness in existence: God,
Himself. The Israelites perceive Moshe
as independently holy and essential to
their relationship with the Divine. When
Moshe apparently disappears, they feel
compelled to create the Golden Calf,
another source of supposed holiness.
Moshe is deeply afraid that, if delivered
to the nation in its present state, the
Tablets of Testimony will be horribly
misused. He is concerned that the people
will deify the Tablets themselves. By
shattering the Luchot, therefore, Moshe
directly demonstrates that they are not
inherently sanctified objects, in and of
themselves. Any holiness they might
possess will emanate only from HaShem,
and only when the nation obeys His will.

Most scholars reject this approach.
Accepting the apparent evidence of
the text and the later approbation of
Moshe’s actions, they maintain that
Moshe deliberately destroys the Tablets
of Testimony. While these authorities
agree on the purposeful nature of
Moshe’s act, however, they debate his
possible motivations.
Some Midrashic scholars maintain
that Moshe is motivated by a desire to
protect the nation from the full effect
of their sin. According to one such
approach, Moshe reasons: If the law is
transmitted, the people will be judged
fully culpable under that law. With the
tablets destroyed, perhaps they will
instead be judged as inadvertent sinners.
Yet another Midrash suggests that Moshe
actually shatters the Tablets so that his
personal fate will be bound up with the
fate of the Israelites: Now God will have
to consider my sin of breaking the tablets
along with the people’s sin of the Golden
Calf. My forgiveness and theirs will be
intertwined.
In contrast, Rashi sees Moshe’s
motivation as condemnatory of the
Israelites’ actions. Moshe deliberates:
If the Torah states with regard to the
Pesach sacrifice ‘no apostate may eat
of it,’ -Now, when the entire Torah is
involved and all of Israel are apostates,
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One final approach to Moshe’s actions
might be added to all the above and
to the numerous other suggestions of
Chazal.
Two significant distinctions separate
the second set of Tablets received at
Sinai from the first set, destroyed by
Moshe. First and foremost, while the

first Tablets were both carved and
inscribed by God, the second set were
carved by Moshe at God’s command and
then Divinely inscribed on the summit of
Mount Sinai.

The Tablets themselves will
thus represent the word of
God, finding a home in the
actions of man
The second distinction emerges from
a subtle, yet fascinating, observation
made by Moshe when he recalls the
flow of events. Moshe indicates that
accompanying the commandment to
carve the second set of Tablets was an
added Divine directive: “And make for
yourself a wooden ark [in which to place
these tablets].” So important is this ark
(which, strangely, is not mentioned at
all when the events occur in the book
of Shmot) in Moshe’s mind, that he
mentions it no less than four times
within the span of five sentences.
Perhaps the message of the second
Tablets and the ark into which they
are placed is the message of context.
The Torah is valueless in a vacuum. Its
words are only significant when they find
a ready home in the heart of man; only
when those words are allowed to shape
and form the actions of those who receive
them.
Moshe, upon descending the mountain
with the first Luchot and witnessing
the celebrating Israelites, recognizes

that the Tablets and the law that they
represent have no context within which
to exist. The nation is simply unready
to accept God’s Word. Were that word
to be given to them in their present
state, the Torah itself would become an
aberration, misunderstood and even
misused.
Moshe, therefore, publicly
destroys the Tablets of Testimony and,
then, at God’s command, begins the
process of re-educating the people.
Central to that process of re-education
will be the symbolism of the second set
of Tablets of Testimony, themselves.
God will inscribe upon them His word
but, this time, only on stone carved by
Moshe. The Tablets themselves will thus
represent the word of God, finding a
home in the actions of man. These new
Tablets must also immediately be placed
into a symbolic home-a simple ark of
wood. Only if the words of those Tablets
find their home, as well, in humble hearts
of man- only if the Torah finds its contextwill that Torah be worthy of existence.
The partnership with which God
challenges us is full, and our relationship
with Him is, on some level, symbiotic. We
are the vehicles divinely chosen to bring
God’s presence into this world. Through
our lives and actions, the Torah finds the
context within which it can exist. Just as
the law gives meaning to our lives- our
lives give meaning to the law.
Rabbi Shmuel Goldin's Dvar Torah is
featured each month marking the new
Hebrew Month on Shabbat Mevarchim
HaChodesh.
OU ISRAEL CENTER
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The major component of the ParshaPix
is/are the flags - 12 of them - repre- senting
the flags of the tribes, as they camped and
as they marched. The flags here do not
represent any specific tribes, but the one
with the crown could be for Shevet Yehuda.
Or the one with the fleur-de-lis. And the
one with a bunch of carrots marked 2.50
is our whimsical suggestion for the flag
of Machane Yehuda. The one with the
flower could be for Reuven, perhaps.
Don't try to figure out others - they were
not meant to specifically represent the
Tribes <> Compass for the different
sides of the Mishkan the different groups
camped, both among the Leviyim and the
12 Tribes <> Park- ing meter represents
the encamp- ments, since the modern
Hebrew word for parking has the same
root as to encamp. LACHANOT <> Abacus
is for the various countings <> Skull with
the 5 on it comes from Bamidbar 3:47
in the portion of the exchange between
firstborns and Leviyim. In English, we
would say, 5 shekel a head. The Torah
uses the term GULGOLET, skull <> Desert
scene with the cactus and blazing sun is
for MIDBAR, even though our Midbar
is better translated as Wilderness, but
there's plenty of desert too <> Garlic and
the chemical formula for sugar. The Sugar
formula is raised to the third power, or
CUBED. These then represent the sugar
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cube and garlic clove that are a common
"gift" to those at a Pidyon HaBen. In the
sedra, we find a mass Pidyon of the firstborns of the 12 tribes. One explanation
for this minhag is that it gives those in
attendance something from the Seuda of
the Pidyon to take home and use in their
next kugel (or whatever calls for garlic
and sugar), thereby "stretching" the festive
meal of the Pidyon beyond its location
and its day <> HI in Morse code is •••• ••
and represents the 6 dots above the name
AHARON in Bamidbar 3:39, indicating
that he wasn't included in the count <>
Ashkelon emblem is for the sports club
there, Elitzur. Elitzur b. Sh'dei-ur was the
Nasi of Reuven <> The two fellows in the
picture are the stars of the TV series called
NUMB3RS, as in the English name for the
book of Bamidbar <> The logo below
the two brothers is for the organization
EZRAT ACHIM, which is a play on the
name ACHIEZER, the tribal leader of DAN
<> The two images in the lower-right are
related to each other. One is the emblem
of the town of ITAMAR and the other is a
photo of the town - as in Itamar ben Aharon
HaKohein, mentioned in the sedra <> LE3
refers to 3 people whose names begin with
ELI (or LE in TTriddlese) - ELITZUR, from
Reuven, ELIAV, from Zevulun, ELISHAMA,
from Efrayim <> Which leaves two pics
which represent MACHAR CHODESH one obvious, one less obvious. The T'filin
and engagement rings were removed first time in 11 years that they needed not
to be part of Bamidbar's ParshaPix. 2009
was the last time Bamidbar was Machar
Chodesh. Okay, the three arrows are easy.
Who's the man in the picture?

Welcome to the
Fork in the Road
Old Business
TTriddles - remember them? Some
people miss them. So do I. I did restore
one type of TTriddle in the last several
issues - the FPTL TTriddle. That's front
page top left. It is connected to the
issue number, rather than the content
of the sedra (although it hits both
sometimes). TTriddlers can find them
(and soon, others) on ttidbits.com where the front page is in the old style.
TT 1366 (Sh'mini) "of the kosher animals and those
not kosher". Interesting that the sedra
contained the portion of kosher and
non-kosher animals, but the TTriddle
came from Parshat No'ach - MIN
HAB'HEIMA
HAT'HORA
UMIN
HAB'HEIMA ASHER EINENA T'HORA =
1366.
TT 1367 (T-M) "Do not muzzle an ox when it is
threshing." No connection to the sedras,
but the whole pasuk, LO TACHSOM... =
1367.
TT 1368 (A-K) "Yosef's wife (full name)" A-S'NAT
BAT POTI FERA = 1368.
TT 1369 (Emor) 
SHIV'A SHOFAROT = 1369.
TT 1370 (B-B) "Tzitzit HaKanaf, Choshen to Eifod,
Tzitz" All have P'TIL T'CHELET = 1370

The ROAD I refer to is our combination
of the cycle of Torah readings throughout the year and the cycle of the Jewish
Calendar. These two roads are different
but they usually run side by side, like
different lanes of the same highway.
But this week, we come to a fork kin the
road. Parshat HaShavua is Bamidbar,
the first sedra of the Book of the same
name. At first, we seem to be headed to
the next stage of our Nationhood - entry
into the Land of Israel, armed with Torah
and Mitzvot. But we know from the last
many times we've been here, that we
run into many serious roadblocks - sin
of the spies, Korach's rebellion, various
and serious complaints against G-d.
Meanwhile, the road of the Calendar
brings us to Yom Yerushalayim and all
that it represents. Very different from
the way ahead in Bamidbar. Then comes
Shavuot, which celebrates the Giving of
the Torah, which was not just 3300
years ago, but we relive it every year
and all the time. Shavuot is not just
Z'man Matan Torateinu, but it is also the
culmination of that which began with
the Exodus and ends with Yom HaBikurim, the mitzva that represents Jewish
Life in Eretz Yisrael at its best.
That's the fork in the road we come to
each year, and we have the ability to
choose which was we go. Let's choose
wisely.

JONATHAN POLLARD 10,956+1647* days imprisoned • www.jonathanpollard.org
OU ISRAEL CENTER
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THE NEW OLD PATH
BY RABBI BENJI LEVY
CEO Of Mosaic United

Finding
Comfort
Beyond Our
Comfort Zone

J

ust like football teams and countries,
each of the tribes of Israel has its own
flag and symbols (Num. 1:52; 2:2).
The Midrash explains that the when the
Jewish people receive the Torah at Mount
Sinai, they see hundreds of thousands
of angels encamped according to flags,
and simply put, they want to be like the
angels and do the same (Num. Rabba
2:3). Surely one would assume that these
flags, which were designed as a way of
emulating angels during the historic
moment of Revelation, would be waved
and celebrated every time these tribes
are re-counted throughout the Bible. Yet,
strangely, beyond this parasha, the Torah
never mentions these flags again. Why?
Life is a constant journey towards
achieving our ultimate purpose, and
‘Every person has his own personal
approach, because no two people think
exactly the same…and no two people
have the same nature’ (Vilna Gaon on
Prov. 16:1). The challenge for us all is to
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identify our own unique purpose in this
world. But this point is always moving
and always changing, because as we grow
and evolve, so does our context and frame
of reference. Our purpose today will not
be the same as our purpose tomorrow,
for tomorrow we will each be different
from who we are today. Over the years
and decades, our skills develop, our
environments morph, and our priorities
mature. These ever-changing elements
create a myriad of coordinates across the
map of our lives, each of which presents
our unique calling for that moment
in time. On the basis of this dynamic
personal landscape, identifying our
individual purpose at any given moment
is one of the more exciting challenges
of life, one that is intriguingly unique to
humankind.
Similar to humans, angels also each have
a unique task. By definition, however, an
angel is confined to that task alone, as ‘One
angel cannot perform two missions and
two angels cannot perform one mission’
(Gen. Rabba 50:2).
Therefore, while
emulating angels in the sense of striving for
perfection in one trait or another, is indeed
a positive endeavour, it is important to
recognise that for us as humans, achieving
perfection in one distinct mission is but a
single milestone on the path to achieving
our ultimate life purpose.

A further distinction between angels
and humans is that angels are consistent
in their trajectory of growth. They are
constantly in an upward drive, always
moving forwards to perfection. Human
beings, in contrast, are dynamic and
complex. Our journey is not onedirectional. Along our path towards
fulfilling our purpose we can grow, fall
or fly at any one moment. ‘The Torah was
not given to the angels’ (Tractate Berachot
25b) - it was given to flesh and blood. It
was given to us, human beings, complete
with our foibles and faults on the one
hand and our strengths and successes on
the other. Therefore, intrinsic within each
of us is the potential for soaring to great
heights, and the possibility to fly even
higher than the angels.
If one excels in a certain area, one
should indeed wave that flag high above
one’s head in pride. But to confine
ourselves to that flag alone would be
to sell ourselves short in regard to our
unique, multi-layered human purpose
on earth. To carry that banner alone does
not do justice to the many other moments
of fulfilment and purpose lying just
around the corner. Upon fulfilment of
any particular task, mission or purpose,
we should immediately begin to seek out
the next area of life that requires our
unique contribution, and work towards
attaining and subsequently waving that
flag.
So once the tribes have established
their respective strengths and waved
their flags at that moment in the desert,
it is time for them to move on to the next

mission required of them. Their flags are
significant in that particular moment and
in that particular place, but as the tribes
move on, the flags lose their relevance,
and the Torah does not mention them
again.
Imagine someone who masters the
skill of hitting a backhand in tennis. No
matter where on the court the ball lands,
if it requires a backhand, the player
will hit it perfectly. But what about the
skill required for serving? What about a
forehand, or a volley in the middle of the
court? The backhand skill will only help
to win the game if the other tennis skills
are similarly improved. So too, in life it is
not enough to home in on one skill alone
and sit back in satisfaction as soon as that
particular skill has been mastered.
As we journey along our complex
human path, collecting skills and
experience, succeeding and failing
along the way, it is essential for the
ultimate fulfilment of our mission, that
we constantly work on our weaknesses,
acquire new skills, and push ourselves
even to find comfort outside of our
comfort zone. This means that not only
are the goalposts of life eternally moving,
but ideally, we should be active in moving
them, taking the reins of our lives as we
continually pursue improvement, growth
and fulfilment. Such an approach equips
us to face each new challenge with the
appropriate skills and attitude, leading
us to higher and greater successes.
Stay in touch with @RabbiBenji and
learn more at www.RabbiBenji.com
OU ISRAEL CENTER
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Elisheva Pankratz
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Individuality or Unity?

Everyone Counts

The Emet Leyaakov asks why each
shevet are only given flags now in this
weeks Parsha, after all the purpose of flags
are for war. Am-Yisroel had already left
Egypt a year ago already and have been
through war. So why only now are they
getting flags, surely, they should have got
them as soon as they left Egypt? Before
each shevet has their own flag we first
need to be unified. Therefore, we first
have Sefer Vayikra which is about the
avodah in the mishkan, and only then
after we are unified around and through
the mishkan do we get flags. Flags are a
symbol of each shevet’s individuality, and
in order to portray individualism we first
need to be united.

In the beginning of the book of Bamidbar
we see that Hashem counted the nation of
Israel but left out the Leviim who were
counted separately. The question is why.
Why did Hashem tell Moshe not to count
them with the rest of the nation?

This teaches us that Individuality and
each person’s own colors are so important,
but we first need to remember the nation
we are a part of and be united with it.
Once we are a strong unified nation, then
the special differences between groups
and individuality will not harm our unity
but will add to the nation and make it even
stronger. May we all always be united and
add to our nation, homes, and families,
through our special unique abilities.
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But wait a minute, before we get ahead
of ourselves, let us first understand, why
did Hashem count us in the first place?
Doesn’t counting people devalue them?
Rashi explains that this is not the case.
For one, Am Yisrael was counted by half
shekels and that is not actually counting
people, it is counting money and a whole
different ball game.
Secondly, counting Am Yisrael wasn’t
devaluating or degrading them since
Hashem did it out of love. For instance,
Hashem also counted Am Yisrael when
they left Egypt. In addition, Hashem likes
to count us to show that he sees each and

every one of us as special individuals with
unique talents that contribute to the Jewish
people and the world.
So back to the main question; why
Hashem instructed Moshe to count the
Leviim separately.? Rashi offers a very
good answer to this question. Hashem decided not to count Shevet Levi with the rest
of Am Yisrael because they had not sinned
with the golden calf incident and were not
punished. Hashem really wanted them to
enter Israel and not get pulled down with
the rest of the nation’s sin. As a result, every single Levi received the honor to enter
Israel even those above twenty years old.
One important lesson to take away from
this Parsha is that Hashem values each
individual for their own uniqueness and
not as just part of the nation. He has a
personal interest in you, so just remember
he is always watching and listening.
-----------------------------------NCSY Israel is the premier organization
in Israel, dedicated to connect, inspire, and
empower teen olim to the Land of Israel by
encouraging passionate Judaism through
Torah and Tradition. Find out more at
israel.ncsy.org

CHESED FUND

Please help us help the 40 individuals
and families who turn to us for help
Make checks (Israeli, only) payable to
the "Chesed Fund" and send
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att. Menachem Persoff
POB 37015 Jerusalem 91370
or leave them at the front desk
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The
Obligation
To Separate
Terumot &
Ma’aserot
in Jerusalem
Part 2

L

ast week we cited the Minchat
Chinuch’s
understanding
of
Rambam, namely that it is possible
that crops growing in the ancient
Jerusalem area are biblically obligated in
terumot and ma’aserot.
Rabbi Shmuel Salant (1816–1909),
the rabbi of the Ashkenazi community
in Jerusalem, ruled according to the
Rambam and Minchat Chinuch, that crops
growing in the ancient area of Jerusalem
are biblically subject to terumot and
ma’aserot, since the sanctity of Jerusalem
and the Temple never ceased. Thus, we
have two types of crops: those growing
in the ancient Jerusalem area and those
that grow in all other areas in the Land of
Israel. It is forbidden to separate terumot
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and ma’aserot from one type of crop to
exempt the other, since they have two
different levels of obligation.
Rabbi Tzvi Pesach Frank (1873–1960),
close to Rabbi Salant, disagreed with
him. He distinguished between the landdependent mitzvot and the mitzvot tied
to the Temple. As opposed to Templerelated matters with eternal sanctity, the
sanctity associated with land-dependent
mitzvot does not apply to Jerusalem,
since it depends on the majority of
the Jewish People living in the Land of
Israel. It follows that even in ancient
Jerusalem, terumot and ma’aserot are
rabbinic obligations. Rabbi Yehuda
HaLevy Amichay, Head of the Halachic
Unit at Torah VeHa’aretz Institute, rules
accordingly.
Ancient Jerusalem mentioned above
does not refer to the modern greater
Jerusalem area and not even to the Old
City within the Ottoman walls. Rather, it is
Jerusalem of Second Temple times, which
includes David’s City in the South and
Northwest to the Russian Compound (the
third wall).
To the best of my knowledge, no
commercial produce is grown in these
areas, there are fruits and vegetables
grown in private and public gardens in the
Old City and David’s City.
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