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WORD OF THE MONTH
MISHENICHNAS ADAR MARBIM B'SIMCHA
First day of Adar is/was Wednesday - Yom Dalet. This Shabbat is the 4th (Dalet) of Adar - it is
the one Shabbat within five, that is NOT a special 2-Torah Shabbat. Such a Shabbat is called a
HAFSAKA. The code for this years configuration of the Four Parshiyot is DALET-DALET.There are
three other configurations: BET-VAV, 1 Adar on Monday; Hafsaka on 6 Adar. VAV-BET-YUD/VAV;
when 1 Adar is Friday, there are two hafsakot - one the 2nd and 16th of Adar. Notice that YUD/VAV is used
for these codes, rather than the newer TET/ZAYIN for 16. Fourth possibility is ZAYIN-TET/VAV - when 1 Adar is
Shabbat, the hafsaka is on the 15th (2-Torahs in J'lem for Purim).
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WEEKLY INSPIRATION

Great dreams are the foundation of the world. Only the levels differ: Prophets
dream, as it says, I shall speak to him in a dream (Bamidbar 12:6). Poets dream while
awake. Great thinkers dream of perfecting the world. And we all dream of the time
when Hashem will return the captivity of Zion (Tehillim 126:1).
Rabbi Avraham Yitzchak HaKohen Kook zt”l , An Angel Among Men, p.502
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T'RUMAH
STATS
19th of 54 sedras; 7th of 11 in Sh'mot
Written on 154.8 lines in a Torah (43rd)
9 Parshiyot; 4 open, 5 closed
96 p'sukim - ranks 38 (9th in Sh’mot)
1145 words - ranks 45 (10th in Sh’mot)
4692 letters - ranks 41 (9th in Sh’mot)
T'ruma is a short sedra with very short
p'sukim

MITZVOT
3 mitzvot; 2 positive, 1 prohibition
One of the mitzvot asei in the sedra is a
super-mitzva, in that it includes the many
commands to make all the furnishings of
the Mikdash. Further, the fulfillment of this
mitzva facilitates many others.

ALIYA-BY-ALIYA
SEDRA SUMMARY
[P> X:Y (Z)] and [S> X:Y (Z)] indicate
start of a parsha p’tucha or s’tuma. X:Y is
Perek:Pasuk of the Parsha’s beginning;
(Z) is the number of p’sukim in the
parsha.
Numbers in [square brackets] are the
Mitzva-count of Sefer HaChinuch AND
Rambam’s

Sefer

HaMitzvot.

A=ASEI;

L=LAV (prohibition). X:Y is the perek &
pasuk from which the mitzva comes.

KOHEN FIRST ALIYA
16 P'SUKIM - 25:1-16
[P> 25:1 (9)] G-d tells Moshe to tell the
People to donate materials in amounts
that "each person sees fit". The donations
were to be of gold, silver, copper; dyed
wools (blue, purple, red), fine linen;
goat-hair fabric, red-dyed sheep-skins,
Tachash skins; acacia wood; oil for light,
spices for the anointing oil and the
incense offerings; gemstones for the Eifod
and the Choshen.
We see in our sources that silver was not
as "as each person sees fit" as the other
materials. Almost all of the silver (used
for the ADANIM, foundation blocks of
the Mishkan) came from the mandatory
and specific collection of the silver halfshekel). Some additional silver that was
donated was used for Mishkan "decorative
trim" and holy vessels. It is significant
that it was specifically the foundation of

6
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the Mishkan that came from the silver
half-shekels, that donation that all who
participated share in it equally.
"And they shall make for Me a Sanctuary,
and I will dwell in their midst" [95, A20
25:8]. This well-known pasuk constitutes
the mitzva to build the Mishkan in
that generation, and to build the Beit
HaMikdash in later times (including our
own). Each time the Mishkan was taken
apart, trans- ported, and reassembled,
the mitzva was fulfilled. It was fulfilled
by Shlomo HaMelech and his generation,
and by Ezra HaSofer and his generation. It
will be fulfilled IY"H when the third Beit
HaMikdash will be built, IY"H in our own
time.

Sleeps up to 22
WINTER SALE- 3 midweek
nights for only 6000 NIS
on selected dates

MITZVAWATCH
Rambam gives 14 rules for the counting
of the 613 mitzvot. Rule #12 is that it is not
"appropriate" to count as separate mitzvot
those commands that are part of a more
all-encompassing
mitzva.
Therefore,
Rambam does NOT count among the 613
the mitzvot to make the Aron, Menora,
Shulchan, Altars, etc. since they are
included in Building the Mikdash. In other
words, ALL of the details of the building of
the Mikdash are included in this one single
Mitzvat Asei.
Other mitzva-counters disagree (in
part). E.g. Ramban counts the making of
the Aron as a separate mitzva (but not the
other sacred vessels).
And, as you will see, there are specific
details that are counted as separate
OU ISRAEL CENTER
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mitzvot by Rambam too.
G-d will show the various forms that
the work should take as models for the
people to follow in M'lechet HaMish- kan,
the sacred task of building the Mikdash.
[S> 25:10 (13)] The first specific
command is that of making the Aron
(Ark). It is to be made of wood, gold-plated
inside and out. Four gold rings are to be
fixed to its sides to receive the Carrying
Poles (also made of gold-plated wood).
The Carrying Poles, once inserted into
the rings, may never be removed [96, L86
25:15].

MITZVAWATCH
Note that although all the positive
commands related to the details of each
of the vessels are included within the
"master-mitzva" of building the Mikdash
(and everything in it), this prohibition is
counted separately. In other words, the
commands to make the Aron, to plate
it with gold, to attach rings, to make
poles, to cover them with gold, to put
a decorative border around the top of
the Aron, to make the lid, to fashion the
K'ruvim from the Kaporet (lid), etc. etc.
are all part of the mitzva to make the
Sanctuary. The prohibition of removing
the carrying poles is its own mitzva. To
put the carrying rods into the rings is not

1 of 76,206

EFRAT
02-5454500
www.efrat.org.il
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its own mitzva, but the prohibition of ever
removing them is.
The "Testimony" (the LUCHOT, Tablets)
shall be placed in the Aron.

LEVI SECOND ALIYA
24 P'SUKIM - 25:17-40
A thick, solid gold lid (called the
KAPORET) is to be made for the Aron.
From the lid are to be formed two
Cherubs (K'ruvim) facing each other with
their wings spread out above the lid.
Communication from G-d to Moshe will be
from "between the two K'ruvim".

THINK ABOUT THIS...
It seems a bit strange, does it not, that
we would be commanded to make the
K'ruvim in light of the strong prohibitions
against graven images. And more so, if we
note the chronology of the events in the
months following the Exodus - specifically,
that the command to build the Mikdash
was carried out in the wake of the Golden
Calf fiasco. Golden Calf, no - but K'ruvim,
yes? The "answer" is that G-d is the Boss.
He says no graven images - then we dare
not. And so, the Golden Calf is an ultimate
affront to G-d. He commands us to make
the K'ruvim, then we do. There are many
examples of this same idea.
[P> 25:23 (8)] A special table of goldplated wood shall be made; a frame and
decorative border to the frame are to
be made of gold. Four gold rings are to
be attached to the legs of the table as

receptacles for the carrying rods. Shelves
and supports for the shelves complete the
Shulchan.
The Lechem Panim (Showbread) are to
be placed on the Shulchan at all times [97,
A27 25:30].

MITZVAWATCH
This is not considered a detail of the
making of the Shulchan, it is its own
mitzva. The mitzva involves baking 12
special loaves (halachically matza) on
Friday to replace the previous week's
loaves on Shabbat. Tradition records a
weekly miracle that the one-week-old
Lechem HaPanim was found to be fresh by
the kohanim on duty who shared in eating
it.
Some Chumashim put Shlishi here
[P> 25:31 (10)] The Menora is to be
made of solid gold, one continuous piece,
a central branch with six side branches
(3 on each side), decorative orbs, flowers,
and cups adorned the ends of each branch,
with additional ones on the central branch.
The Menora's utensils were also made
of gold. Additionally, there was a 3-step

OU ISRAEL CENTER
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platform that was used by the Kohen when
he tended and lit the Menora - not that he
wouldn't be able to reach the lamps, but
so that he wouldn't have to raise his hands
above his forehead, which is problematic
for a Kohein Gadol because of the Tzitz he
wore there. (The oil cups were separate
and either attached or placed at the top of
the branches.)
All parts of the Menorah were integral
to the whole; none was "merely" attached.
Torat Moshe applies this to the People of
Israel and, with a play on words, says that
even Jews who have strayed from Torah
and mitzvot are part of the whole.

SHLISHI THIRD ALIYA
14 P'SUKIM - 26:1-14
[S> 26:1 (14)] The MISHKAN was a
roofless structure covered with three
layers of coverings. The first was called
the MISHKAN (the term is used for the
whole structure as well as the first fabric
covering) and was made of 10 panels of
woven fabric made from three different
colors of dyed wool, plus white linen. Five
panels were attached to form one section;
similarly for the other five panels. The two
sections thus formed were linked with
buttons of gold through loops of blue wool,
the buttons being attached to the edge of
one section and the loops woven onto the
edge of the other section. The weave of
the Mishkan in- cluded images known as
K'ruvim.
Above the Mishkan was an 11-panel
covering (sections of six and five panels
10

TORAH TIDBITS / T'RUMAH 5780

joined with copper buttons) made of
goat hair. The Mishkan was decorative;
this covering, known as the OHEL, was
utilitarian, affording protection from
the elements. The OHEL and MISHKAN
covered the sides of the structure as well
as the top.
The topmost covering (some say it was
just on the top, not the sides; others say it
too draped down the walls of the Mishkan)
was made of red-dyed sheepskin and
Tachash skins.

FOR YOUR
INFORMATION...
The Mishkan, as described in the
Torah, functioned for the 40 years of the
Wilderness (actually 39 years), and the
first 14 years in Eretz Yisrael (in GILGAL),
the years of conquest and settlement. After
that, a stone structure - with the same
dimensions as presented in Parshat T'ruma
for the Mishkan - was made in SHILOH to
replace the gold- covered wooden wall
sections. (These K’rashim of the Mishkan
were not used; they were buried.) The
three coverings were the same, as were
the furnishings inside the Mishkan. The
Mishkan stood in SHILO for 369 years.
After ELI HAKOHEN died, the Mishkan
was set up in NOV, where it stood for 13
years, and then (after Shmuel's death) in
GIV'ON for 44 years. That's a total of 480
years, from the Exodus until the first Beit
HaMikdash was begun. It took 7 years to
finish the first Bayit. The dimensions of the
Beit HaMikdash we very different from
those of the Mishkan.

R'VI'I FOURTH ALIYA
16 P'SUKIM - 26:15-30
[P> 26:15 (16)] The walls of the Mishkan
were gold-plated wood planks. Each board
had two pegs to be inserted into silver
foundation blocks. Boards were joined
by square gold rings into slits at the top of
the boards; connecting rods through rings
mounted on the sides, above and below
their mid-lines; and a central bolt through
the thickness of the boards, internally.
There were to be 20 boards each for the
north and south walls, eight on the west.
The east side had no boards; it was covered
by a special curtain.
Rashi brings a Midrash that Yaakov
Avinu foresaw with Divine Vision that
wood would be needed by his descendants
upon their departure from Egypt. He
brought saplings with him to Egypt which
he planted and told his children to take the
wood with them when they left Egypt.

CHAMISHI 5TH ALIYA
7 P'SUKIM - 26:31-37
[S> 26:31 (7)] A woven curtain (like the
first covering of the Mishkan) was to be
hung from four gold-plated wooden pillars
to separate between the Holy of Holies
and the main hall of the Sanctuary. This
curtain is called the PAROCHET, and gives
its name to the curtain which we place on
the Aron Kodesh in shul. Rashi explains
that Parochet means Mechitza, partition,
or in the language of our Sages, Pargod, a
partition between a king and his subjects.

N E W
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As such, the Parochet in shul also separates
the congregation from the Torahs.
The Aron is to be put into the Holy of
Holies. The Shulchan on the north wall
(2½ amot from the north wall) opposite the
Menorah on the south wall (also 2½ amot
from the south wall) are placed outside
the Parochet in the main section of the
Mishkan.
During Chanuka, the custom is to place
the Chanukiya on the south wall of the
shul, to commemorate the Menorah's
position in the Mikdash.
A curtain similar to the Parochet was
to be hung across the entrance of the
Mishkan. This MASACH is to be hung on
five wooden pillars plated with gold, fitted
with golden hooks, and inserted into gold
foundation sockets. The Masach measured

In loving memory of our father,
grandfather, and great grandfather

SHLOMO REUTLINGER Z'L
on his first yahrzeit

We are sponsoring a lecture by
Daniel Taub at Pardes Institute (Talpiot)
on Wednesday, March 4th
Family and friends are invited at 18.00
for coffee and bagels to reminisce together
Lecture starts at 19.30
Aliyah LaKever will be on Taanit Esther
RSVP to Elana 054-674-6379
or Raanon (reutlinger@gmail.com)
Reutlinger and Mayerfeld family
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10 amot by 10 amot, as did the Parochet.

SHISHI SIXTH ALIYA
8 P'SUKIM - 27:1-8
[S> 27:1 (8)] The Mizbei'ach (Altar) is to
be made of wood, plated with copper. It is
a square with raised corners. All vessels
and utensils for this Altar were to be made
of copper, as are the rings for the carrying
rods. This Altar was outside the Mishkan,
in the courtyard of the Mikdash and was
used for most of the sacrifices. (Unlike
the internal, gold, incense Altar - not yet
mentioned in this sedra).
The Torah says that this Altar was 3 amot
tall. R. Yehuda says: understand it as it is
written. R' Yosi says just as the internal
Altar is twice as tall as it is wide and long,
so too is this one. It measures 5 amot on
each side of the square, therefore, it is 10
amot tall. But the Torah says three? That is,
measured from its SOVEV.

SH'VII SEVENTH ALIYA
11 P'SUKIM - 27:9-19
[S> 27:9 (11)] Linen curtains were
to be made, as were wooden columns,
decorated (trimmed, not totally covered)
with silver. The courtyard curtains were
to be hung from silver hooks on these
columns. Each column was supported by
a copper foundation socket. An entrance
curtain was to be woven in the style of
the Mishkan and the Parochet, and this
Masach was to be hung across the eastern
side of the courtyard. Copper spikes

anchored the curtains that surrounded
the Mishkan.

HAFTARA 20 P'SUKIM
MELACHIM ALEF 5:26-6:13
The Haftara describes the preparation
for the building of the first Beit
HaMikdash, much like the Torah presents
the preparation for the build- ing of
the Mishkan. One notices differ- ences
between the building of the Mishkan
and the building of the Beit HaMikdash,
especially on the point of participation
of the people. In the case of the Mishkan,
there was a high level of enthusiasm and
volunteerism that even had Moshe begging
the people to stop bringing materials.
In the case of the Beit HaMikdash, there
were conscriptions of labor forces to do
some of the work to supply material for
the Beit HaMikdash.
In the sedra we find the command
to build the Mikdash and the purpose
thereof - namely, so that G-d's Presence
will dwell among us.
The haftara spells things out more
clearly. This House, says G-d to Shlomo
HaMelech, which you are building - IF
you follow my laws and My statutes you
shall do, and preserve all of the mitzvot
to 'walk' with them, THEN I will keep My
promise that I made to your father David,
And I will dwell among Bnei Yisrael and I
will never abandon My nation Israel.
V'ASU LI MIKDASH is a command.
V'SHACHANTI B'TOCHAM is a promise,
conditional upon our keeping the Torah.
OU ISRAEL CENTER
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Charity

S

cholars have long disagreed about
what distinguishes human beings
from the rest of the animal world.
Some have argued that it is man’s
intelligence and use of language that
distinguishes him; hence the term Homo
Sapiens. Others have maintained that it
is the fact that he uses tools that makes
man distinct from other living creatures;
hence, the term Homo Faber. There have
even been those who have put forward the
opinion that man alone of all the rest of the
animal species engages in play; hence, the
term Homo Ludens.
This disagreement is the basis for my
personal practice of stimulating debate
by asking groups with whom I interact
the question, “What distinguishes the
Jewish people? What makes us unique and
different from other human groups?”
Here too, a number of opinions abound.
There are those who will instinctively
respond, “We are the people of the Book.”
By this many mean that we are the

In memory of our beloved Husband, Father,
Grandfather and Great-grandfather

Hazzan Benjamin Stein l"f
l"f dbiite awri oa oinipa
on his 5th yahrzeit, xc` 'c
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people who follow the ultimate book, the
Bible. Others simply mean that we are a
bookish people, tending to be intellectually
oriented, and certainly read a lot more
than most other cultures.
Another response that I have heard
when I pose the question about what
makes the Jewish people distinct, is that
we alone among other faith communities
think of ourselves as a family, as a
mishpacha. I always find this response
especially gratifying, because it recognizes
a feature of our people of which we can all
be proud.
There is another answer which I
sometimes encounter, and that is that the
Jewish people are a giving people, that it
is our generosity that distinguishes us
from others, that charity or tzedakah is
our highest value. This point of view is
emphatically expressed, with a degree of
irony, in a passage in the Tractate Shekalim
of the Jerusalem Talmud which reads:
“Rabbi Abba ben Acha said: One can
never fully understand the character
of this nation. When they are asked to
contribute to the Golden Calf, they give.
When they are asked to contribute to the
Holy Tabernacle, they give.”
This can be seen as an indication of
indiscriminate giving, and the Talmud
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emphasizes that it reflects a deeper
tendency to be responsive to all appeals
for help, often without paying sufficient
attention to the merits of the cause.
The first indication of the charitable
instincts of our people is to be found in this
week’s Torah portion, Parshat T'rumah
(Exodus 25:1-27:19). In the very first verses
of this parsha, the Almighty instructs
Moses to gather gifts from the people in
order to construct the sanctuary in which
He is to dwell. He goes so far as to itemize
the materials which will be necessary. The
list begins with gold and silver and extends
to spices and incense and precious gems.
The people respond willingly and
generously, and establish a precedent
of charitable giving for all future Jewish
generations. Indeed, the Talmud in the
passage just referenced, insists that the
gifts of gold donated to the Holy Tabernacle
were intended to atone for the gifts of gold
which were molten into what became the
Golden Calf.
This year, and in most calendar years,
the Torah portion of T'rumah is read about
a week prior to the holiday of Purim. This
holiday too is all about giving. The very
celebration of this joyous day consists,
as we will read in the book of Esther, of
“sending gifts to one another and presents
to the poor.” (Esther 9:22)
There is an interesting contrast, however,
between the practice of giving on the
holiday of Purim and the proper strategy
for giving during the rest of the year. On
Purim we must not prioritize our gifts. We
give to “whomever extends his hand.” We
16
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are permitted to be indiscriminate in our
giving, without judging as to who is more
needy and who is less so.
But when it comes to the distribution of
charity during the rest of the year we are
instructed to be far more careful about
our practices of giving. It might indeed be
our ethnic tendency, as the passage in the
Jerusalem Talmud above suggests, to give
to idolatrous causes as freely as we give to
sacred ones. But we must realize that that
tendency is typically based on impulse,
on the emotions of the moment, whereas
proper charitable giving requires planning
and intelligent thought.
These days there are numerous causes
which beg for our resources. I hasten
to add that few, if any, of them are
“idolatrous.” Quite the contrary, most of
them are legitimate and even important.
But charitable giving, according to our
rabbis, requires triage; that is, careful
determination of which causes have
priority. The rabbis have even set down
rules for how to make that determination.
The importance of realizing that not all
charitable causes are of equal merit is well
illustrated by a homiletic insight which I
found in a book written by my respected
colleague, Rabbi Daniel Feldman. The
book is entitled Divine Footsteps: Chesed
and the Jewish Soul. I quote:
“The Vilna Gaon... homiletically understood the verse, ‘thou shall not…close
your hand against your destitute brother’ (Deuteronomy 15:7), as an instruction
about the evaluative responsibility contained within the tzedakah imperative.

When our hand is closed in a fist, all fingers appear to be the same size. However,
when the hand is open, it becomes clear
that the fingers are all of different length...
Appropriate giving will always require a
judgment call...”
We are often moved by appeals which
tug at our heartstrings and which prompt
us to what some have called “emotional
giving.” But all of us, no matter how
wealthy we are as individuals, and no
matter how strong are our finances as
organizations, have limited resources.
We must attempt, although we can never
be absolutely certain that our judgments
are correct, to discern the priorities of
the moment, and to distinguish between
urgent overriding needs and causes
which, despite their may great merit, must
be lower down on our list of priorities, and
indeed which may, because of the paucity
of our resources, have to be eliminated
from that list entirely.
These are difficult decisions, no doubt,
but necessary ones. Proper charity must
be given with an open hand and with an
open heart. But it must also be given with
an open mind.

NACHI REALTY 054-461-3943

New on the market in heart of Old Katamon.
Ground floor no stairs. 3.5 rooms 75 meters.
Renovated 2.49m NIS
Amazing Value! Brand new Penthouse in
Arnona/Talpiot. 5 rooms, 130m + 95m sukka
porch with amazing views. Parking, storage
and Shabbat elavator. Amazing price of 3.49m
NIS!
New building in Baka, 2-5 rooms, Spacious
units with Mirpesot, parking, storage room and
Shabbat Elevators. Prices start at 1.59m NIS

Hosting a Simcha?
Save Time, Money & Effort
LD Events
Lenny Davidman
Office: (02) 673-0721
Cell: 054-557-3101
Lenny@LDEVENTS.com

Sale Prices for 10 day rental
additional days @ $1.00 per day
INCLUDES UNLIMITED TALK+TEXT
$15.00
NO DATA
$25.00
5GB
$35.00
10GB
$45.00
15GB
$55.00
Unlimited internet
Prices valid through 28/02/20
or while supplies last

USE CODE TT0220
Other plans available: Canada unlimited
Unlimited Calling programs to Israel,
Call forwarding numbers
TRAVELING TO EUROPE?

PLANS WITH UNLIMITED EU TALK (most countries)
DATA PLANS AVAILABLE

sales@WORLDSIMTRAVEL.com
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on the Weekly Parsha from
COVENANT & Thoughts
RABBI LORD JONATHAN SACKS
CONVERSATION

Former Chief Rabbi of the
United Hebrew Congregations of the Commonwealth

לעילוי נשמות
פנחס בן יעקב אשר וגולדה בת ישראל דוד אייז ע״ה
עזריאל בן אריה לייב ומעניה בת יצחק שרטר ע״ה
Dedicated by Dr. Robert
Sreter DDS., M.S.

What Do
We Receive
When We
Give?

‘

The Lord spoke to Moses, saying, “Tell
the Israelites to take an offering for Me;
take My offering from all whose heart
moves them to give” (Ex. 25:1-2).’
Our parsha marks a turning point in
the relationship between the Israelites
and God. Ostensibly what was new was
the product: the Sanctuary, the travelling
home for the Divine Presence as the people
journeyed through the wilderness.
But a case could be made for saying
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that even more than the product was the
process, summed up in the word that gives
our parsha its name, T'rumah, meaning, a
gift, a contribution, an offering. The parsha
is telling us something very profound.
Giving confers dignity. Receiving does not.
Until that moment, the Israelites had
been recipients. Virtually everything they
had experienced had been God-given. He
had redeemed them from Egypt, liberated
them from slavery, led them through the
wilderness, and created a path for them
through the sea. When they were hungry,
He gave them food. When they were
thirsty, He gave them water. Apart from
the battle against the Amalekites, they had
done almost nothing for themselves.
Though at every physical level this
was an unparalleled deliverance, the
psychological effects were not good. The
Israelites became dependent, expectant,
irresponsible and immature. The Torah
chronicles their repeated complaints.
Reading them, we feel that they were an
ungrateful, querulous, petulant people.
Yet, what else were they to do?

They couldn’t have crossed the sea by
themselves. They couldn’t have found food
or water in the wilderness. What produced
results was complaining. The people
complained to Moshe. Moshe turned to
God. God performed a miracle. The result
was that, from the people’s perspective,
complaining worked.
Now, however, God gave them something
else entirely. It had nothing to do with
physical need and everything to do with
psychological, moral and spiritual need.
God gave them the opportunity to give.
One of my memories, still blazing
through the mists of forgotten time, goes
back to when I was a child, perhaps six
or seven years old. I was blessed by very
caring, and also very protective, parents.
Life had not given them many chances,
and they were determined that we,
their four sons, should have some of the
opportunities they were denied. My late
father of blessed memory took immense
pride in me, his firstborn son.
It seemed to me very important to
show him my gratitude. But what could I
possibly give him? Whatever I had, I had
received from my mother and him. It was
a completely asymmetrical relationship.
Eventually, in some shop I found a plastic
model of a silver trophy. Underneath it
was a plaque that read, “To the best father
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in the world.” Today, all these years later, I
cringe at the memory of that object. It was
cheap, banal, almost comically absurd.
What was unforgettable, though, was what
he did after I had given it to him.
I can’t remember what he said, or
whether he even smiled. What I do
remember is that he placed it on his
bedside table, where it remained – humble,
trite – for all the years that I was living at
home.
He allowed me to give him something,
and then showed that the gift mattered to
him. In that act, he gave me dignity. He let
me see that I could give even to someone
who had given me all I had.
There is a strange provision of Jewish
law that embodies this idea. “Even a poor
person who is dependent on tzedakah
(charity) is obligated to give tzedakah to
another person.”1 On the face of it, this
makes no sense at all. Why should a person
who depends on charity be obligated to
give charity? The principle of tzedakah
is surely that one who has more than he
1
Rambam, Mishneh Torah, Hilchot
Mattenot Aniyim 7:5.
OPTION
FOR
PRIVATE
SEDERS

or she needs should give to one who has
less than he or she needs. By definition,
someone who is dependent on tzedakah
does not have more than they need.
The truth is, however, that tzedakah is
not only directed to people’s physical needs
but also their psychological situation. To
need and receive tzedakah is, according to
one of Judaism’s most profound insights,
inherently humiliating. As we say in Birkat
ha-Mazon, “Please, O Lord our God, do not
make us dependent on the gifts or loans of
other people, but only on Your full, open,
holy and generous hand so that we may
suffer neither shame nor humiliation for
ever and for all time.”
Many of the laws of tzedakah reflect this
fact, such that it is preferable that the giver
does not know to whom they give, and
the recipient does not know from whom
they receive. According to a famous ruling
of Maimonides the highest of all levels of
tzedakah is, “to fortify a fellow Jew and
give him a gift, a loan, form with him a
partnership, or find work for him, until he
is strong enough so that he does not need
to ask others [for sustenance].”2 This is not
2

Ibid., 10:7.

JERUSALEM - ZIPORI GUEST HOUSE
Full schedule of events including the world famous Cantor Eliyahu Greenblatt
Scholar in Residence Rabbi Ephraim Sprecher from the OU
JERUSALEM - KINGS, RAMADA, KING SOLOMON, JERUSALEM GARDENS, & MORE!
TIVERIA - ROYAL PLAZA HOTEL
All hotels are mehadrin • Many more hotels all over Israel, at discounted prices!

GROSSMAN TOURS: 02-941-0110 • 052-624-4733
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Rechavia

FOR SALE

Nachalat Achim

Private home - 197SQM triplex,
5 Bedrooms, 5 Bathrooms, Sukka
courtyard and Balcony, Renovated,
Fantastic view, Rare deal - 6.1M NIS.
David-0526364074.

Garden Apartment - 51SQM,
2 Bedrooms, 2 Bathrooms,
Beautiful garden (80SQM) in private use,
Renovated, Quiet - 2.35M NIS.
Idan-0547414515.

Old Katamon

90SQM, 3 Bedrooms, For Renovation,
Elevator, Parking, Balcony, Lots of
potential, First Floor - 3.3M NIS.
Rachel-0545468732.

Greek Colony

New Project - 2-3 Bedrooms, variety
of options for a new apartment in a
central quiet location - Starting from
2.9M NIS.
Idan-0547414515.

OLD KATAMON CLOSE TO THE SHTIBLEH
Charming 3 rooms, stone building with elevator, large
balcony , spacious, bright, quiet, master bedroom,
parking, Exclusive, 2,690,000 NIS
GERMAN COLONY
In the luxury Gane Katamon Residence, Nice 3 rooms,
70 sqm,balcony, good shape, storageroom, parking, 3
directions, rare! Exclusive, 3,100,000 NIS

TALPIOT Great penthouse, 5 rooms, 130 sqm, terrace
90 sqm with view, Shabbat elevator, parking, storage,
3,400,000 NIS
OLD KATAMON great location!
Large 4 rooms ,120 sqm, luxury buiding, shabat elevator,
succa balcony 15 sqm,beautiful, master bedroom, quiet,
parking, storage,
CLOSE TO GERMAN COLONY
Large duplex 6 rooms, 150 sqm, terrace of 40 sqm,
beautifully renovated, 4,380,000 NIS

28, Kovshei Katamon Street, Jerusalem
Tel: 02.5633008 - www.ben-zimra.com

PESACH IS COMING!
Only 23 more gluing days until Pesach!
Permanent furniture regluing
for your loose and shaky furniture
Want a longer table? Heavy Duty

ing
Servicntire
the Euntry.
Co

STEEL TABLE SLIDES for a longer table!
Extends your tables to accommodate more
people and strengthen weak tables
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charity at all in the conventional sense.
It is finding someone employment or
helping them start a business. Why then
should it be the highest form of tzedakah?
Because it is giving someone back their
dignity.

he did for me. And, lehavdil, meaning
no comparison, what God did when he
allowed the Israelites to present him with
offerings, and out of them to make a kind
of home for the Divine Presence, was an
act of immense if paradoxical generosity.

Someone who is dependent on tzedakah
has physical needs, and these must be met
by other people or by community as a
whole. But he or she also has psychological
needs. That is why Jewish law rules that
they must give to others. Giving confers
dignity, and no one should be deprived of
it.

It also tells us something very profound
about Judaism. God wants us to have
dignity. We are not tainted by original
sin. We are not incapable of good
without Divine grace. Faith is not mere
submission. We are God’s image, His
children, His ambassadors, His partners,
His emissaries. He wants us not merely to
receive but also to give. And He is willing
to live in the home we build for Him,
however humble, however small.

The entire account of the construction
of the Mishkan, the Sanctuary, is very
strange indeed. King Solomon said in his
address on the dedication of the Temple
in Jerusalem, “But will God really dwell
on earth? Even the heavens to their
uttermost reaches cannot contain You,
how much less this House that I have
built!” (1 Kings 8:27). If that applied to the
Temple in all its glory, how much more
so of the Mishkan, a tiny, portable shrine
made of beams and hangings that could
be dismantled every time the people
journeyed and reassembled every time
they encamped. How could that possibly
be a home for the God who created the
universe, brought empires to their knees,
performed miracles and wonders, and
whose presence was almost unbearable
in its intensity?
Yet, in its small but human way, I think
what my father did when he put my cheap
plastic gift by his bedside all those years
ago was perhaps the most generous thing
22
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This is hinted in the word that gives our
parsha its name: T'rumah. This is usually
translated as an offering, a contribution.
It really means something we lift. The
paradox of giving is that when we lift
something to give to another, it is we
ourselves who are lifted.
I believe that what elevates us in life
is not what we receive but what we give.
The more of ourselves that we give, the
greater we become.
Shabbat Shalom
Covenant and Conversation 5780 is kindly
supported by the Maurice Wohl Charitable
Foundation in memory of Maurice and
Vivienne Wohl z”l.
These weekly teachings from Rabbi Sacks
are part of the ‘Covenant & Conversation’
series on the weekly Torah reading. Read
more on www.rabbisacks.org.

New projects 3,4, 5 rooms at great prices!
Call today: Eta: 054-723-3863
Baka
100 sqm apartment in new project, 3 bedrooms, 2
full bathrooms, high ceilings, terrace (partial sukka)
shabbat elevator and parking. 4,250,000 NIS.
2 amazing apartments - in an historic building:
• Penthouse, 142.5 sqm, rooftop of 100 sqm.
7,500,000 NIS.
• Garden Apartment 300 sqm built space with
375 sqm garden. 12,500,000 NIS.

Old Katamon
130 sqm beautiful duplex apartment with high
ceilings, 3 bedrooms, 2.5 bathrooms, 20 sqm sukka
terrace, elevator and parking. 5,500,000 NIS
115 sqm, new apartment, with 50 sqm registered
garden. Ready to move in. 4,300,000 NIS

Talbiya
King David Crown apartment for sale. 24/7
doorman. 145 sqm on one floor , facing garden, 3
bedrooms, 2.5 bathrooms, terrace, parking, Shabbat
elevator and storage. USD 1,800,000.

German Colony

SEALING SERVICES

100 sqm apartment in a new project to be ready in
2 years. 50 sqm registered garden, parking.
4,500,000 NIS.
149 sqm luxury garden cottage, quiet green street,
190 sqm registered garden. 9,800,000 NIS.

City Center
King George, amazing beautifully renovated and
ready to move in, 116 sqm 5 room apartment, 4
bedrooms & 2 full bathrooms, 2 elevators (one
shabbat), small terrace. Modern kosher kitchen,
large living room/dining room. 3,600,000 NIS.

North Talpiot/Caspi
Rehov Caspi, view of the old city, 5th floor, 191 sqm
brand new apartment, 30 sqm sukka terrace,
Shabbat elevator. 9,500,000 NIS.

054-723-3863
Eta Morris Realty, Ltd.
etamorrisrealestate@gmail.com
Tel: 054-723-3863 · etamorrisrealty.co.il
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RABBI NACHMAN (NEIL) WINKLER
PROBING BY
Faculty, OU Israel Center
THE PROPHETS
l

T

he charge given to B’nai Yisrael in
this week’s parasha, i.e. to raise
funds for the construction of a
center of religious worship, is simple
to understand. To the nomadic tribes
traveling in the desert, tribes that had,
up to then, relied on the prayers of their
leaders to entreat Hashem, it was essential
to shift that responsibility to the people
themselves and impress upon them their
personal connection to G-d. At the same
time, the establishment of a religious center
for the nation of Israel was another step
in forging a bond between the tribes and
changing their perception of the nation
from that of loosely connected tribes to
one united nation, worshipping their One
G-d in one place. And, if this was true of
the Mishkan, whose function is mentioned
in our parasha, it was certainly true of
the Beit Mikdash whose construction is
detailed in our haftarah.

Gather the Kohanim and the
Leviim to join in moving the
Holy Ark to Yerushalayim
Some four hundred and eighty years
had passed since G-d instructed Moshe to
build the Mishkan. Throughout that time,
the Mishkan served as the focal point for
the service of Hashem. It was the center
24

TORAH TIDBITS / T'RUMAH 5780

of ritual service, of the sacrificial rites
and of the thrice yearly pilgrimages of
the nation. Unfortunate, however, the
Mishkan was not successful as a “uniter”
of the tribal nation. Throughout the period
of the Judges, we find the nation more
like a confederation of provinces rather
than a nation. As we have mentioned in
the past, throughout the 350+ years of the
Shoftim period, there was never a national
army or even a united tribal coalition to
battle the enemies. The Mishkan, which
had been moved from Gilgal to Shilo by
Yehoshua to better centralize its location,
was ineffective in attracting the struggling
tribes to worship there. Chazal sensed that
when they comment about the annual
pilgrimages of Elkanah, the father of
Shmuel HaNavi’ saying that they were
taken on different routes by the saintly
Elkanah in order to attract Israel to join
him in his pilgrimage, as few went to the
Mishkan even on the chagim. After the
inspired leadership of Shmuel, King Saul
succeeded in uniting the people under his
rule and even in forming a national armythe first one since the days of Yehoshua.
But tribal jealousies still remained and
worship in the Mishkan was not widely
practiced. David Hamelech says this openly
when he calls to the people to gather the
Kohanim and the Leviim to join in moving
the Holy Ark to Yerushalayim and explains
to them the importance of that move “ki lo

THE BEST
DECISION
WE EVER
MADE
Mediterranean Towers
residents

Daf Yom
Every S i class
unday
at 9
Free enp.m.
trance

Call now *9134

The House in Arnona, Jerusalem
The first choice for the
third age
The magnificent house in Arnona offers spacious and luxurious
apartments. If you appreciate quality, come and enjoy a wonderful
living environment, and varied program of cultural and physical
activities.

New options till the end of March

English-speaking residents | Kasher restaurant | Shabbat elevator | Shabbat Beit Knesset |
Contemporary Torah Issues
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d’rashnuhu biymei Shaul,” “for we failed
to worship Him throughout the time of
Shaul.” (Divrei HaYamim A 13; 3).

turned down David’s request to build the
Temple but He promised that it would be
built by his son, Shlomo.

King David, who successfully united the
people, felt it time to build a Beit Mikdash
to further connect them to each other.
He understood that the people, living in
their separate tribal settlements, felt little
connection one to the other. A magnificent
religious center, however, a glorious,
palatial edifice, would attract the masses to
the Beit Mikdash and would resuscitate the
mitzvah of aliya l’regel on the chagim. And
that mitzvah would bring the residents
of Zevulun down to Yerushalayim where
they would meet the pilgrims from Gaddwelling east of the Yarden, where they
would be greeted, and even hosted, by
the Judean residents of Yerushalayim! G-d

And that is what our haftarah is about.
The single nation worshipping but One
G-d required one center of worship. It was
a beautiful edifice, a sanctified place and a
center of justice as well.
But, perhaps more important for the
often-divided people, it was a place of
unity, of peace and of connection to each
other.
The Beit HaMikdash where each day the
Leviim walked up the 15 stairs and stood
singing:
“Hineh ma tov uma na’im shevet achim
gam yachad!!!!”

Ramatayim Men's Choir

Directed by Richard Shavei-Tzion
With special guests

RAINBOW
OF MUSIC

2020

Order tickets at: rainbowofmusic.org // phone: 02-5670602
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Shai Abramson
////// Akiva //////
MARCH 25 2020 // ADAR 29 5780

// 8:00pm //

Rebecca Crown Auditorium, Jerusalem Theatre

Proceeds from this evening pay for therapies for children with
disabilities, in loving memory of Malki Roth Z”L.

The best team in Jerusalem real estate

Mitzpe Street, Nachlaot
Great family home or investment,
5 rooms, 125 sqm, (can be divided) sukkah
balcony, great ROI on rental. 100 Sqm roof
Price reduced! Now only NIS 2,850,000
Orna Even- 054-621-6069

Rabbi Arye Street, Nachlaot
Authentic apartment with high ceilings &
arches for renovation, 5 rooms, including 3
Ottoman rooms, 110 sqm. Charming,
tree lined street. 2,700,000 NIS
Orna Even 054-6216069

Arnona – Israel Eldad 3
Beautifully renovated garden apartment.
70 Sqm. 3 rooms. 80 Sqm garden.
Covered outdoor kitchen+dining. Parking
Handicapped accessible. NIS 2,800,000
Orli Raz 050-724-3735

Shalem Tower- Jaffa street.
Across the street from Seidoff. Great
opportunity. 125 Sqm. Succah balcony.
Amenities include: pool, gym, residents
hall, Parking, storage. NIS 4,200,000
Chani Chen 053-522-4782

Talbieh – Balfour St.
Prestigious apt in the heart of Talbieh
Architecturally designed renovations
1st floor, 3 rooms (112 sqm), 3 balconies,
2 storage rooms, NIS 6,850,000
Alyssa Friedland - 054-668-4111

On top of the world - French Hill
Wonderful 4 rooms, private parking,
handicapped accessible. Amazing view
from balcony, high floor, Shabbat elevator,
large balcony, secured. Only $658,000
Nelly Ephrati Artom 052-476-4356

Arnona – Tadeski 3
Garden apartment on two floors. 6 rooms.
170+ Sqm. Private gardern 100 Sqm. 2
parking spots. 1st floor. Elevator.
Asking NIS 3,890,000
Orli Raz 050-724-3735

Mordechai Hayehudi, Baka
Palatial Old Arab Home in the heart of
Baka 8 rooms / 4 bathroom ( 273 sqm) +3
large Sukka balconies ,breathtaking views,
additional building rights
Alyssa Friedland - 054-668-4111

Arnona – Vashits 6
Garden apartment with special character.
130 Sqm. 5 rooms (including separate
unit). Private entrance. 90 Sqm. Private
garden. Asking NIS 4,399,000
Orli Raz 050-724-3735
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RABBI SHALOM
ROSNER

Rav Kehilla, Nofei HaShemesh
Maggid Shiur, Daf Yomi, OU.org
Senior Ra"M, Kerem B'Yavneh

Rebuilding the
Beis
HaMikdash
Each and
Every Day

C

hazal tell us that there is a celestial
Beis HaMikdash in Heaven directly
above the physical structure of the
Beis HaMikdash on earth (Rashi Shemos
15:17, citing Mechilta). When the physical
structure on earth was destroyed the
carbon copy in Heaven was destroyed as
well. Over the course of generations, the
Beis HaMikdash in Heaven is being rebuilt
slowly, brick by brick, by the Torah and
mitzvos being performed by Bnei Yisrael.
How is the Beis HaMikdash in Heaven
being reconstructed? How can we take
part in this vital endeavor to hasten its
construction? Rav Asher Weiss suggests
that each vessel in the Beis HaMikdash
corresponds to a certain task in the

Condolences to Dr. Simcha Heller and
family on the passing of his

MOTHER ע“ה

המקום ינחם אתכם בתוך שאר אבלי ציון וירושלים
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service of Hashem. Although the physical
structure has been destroyed, the spiritual
task that each vessel represented can still
be achieved.
The three most crucial vessels in the
Mikdash were the Menorah, Mizbei’ach
and the Shulchan. Each one represented
a different aspect of our avodas Hashem.
The Menorah represents Torah. The
Netziv (Tetzave) states that the task of the
Menorah was to spread the spiritual light
of the Torah just as it shed physical light in
the Mikdash. The gemara in Shabbos (23b)
indicates that the reward for diligently
lighting the menorah is to be blessed with
sons that are Talmidei Chachamim.
The Mizbei’ach represents prayer.
The gemara in Berachos (26b)suggests
 – תפילות כנגד קרבנות תקנוםour prayers are in
place of sacrifices as is stated in Hoshea
14:3 - נשלמה פרים שפתינו. Prayer is also
considered the avodah of the heart (Taanis
2a).
The Shulchan represents Chesed (acts
of kindness). The lechem hapanim was
placed on the Shulchan. This is symbolic of
the food served in our homes to our guests,
and in a broader sense to all acts of chesed.
In Pirke Avos (1:2) we are taught that the
world stands on three pillars: Torah, Avoda
and G’milut Chasadim. These three pillars

correspond to the three main vessels in
the Mishkan. [see also Maharal on Avos
1:2 how the 3 cardinal sins each connect to
these three pillars].

• On Molcho Street
• Beautiful spacious
duplex apt
• 4 bedrooms
• 150 sqm

• High ceilings and
underfloor heating
• Garden & sukkah porch
• Peaceful and quiet
block

DWELL EXCLUSIVE

AMAZING HOME WITH
TREMENDOUS POTENTIAL

• Very close to the old
railway
• 6 rooms
• 230 sqm
• 3 floors
• 110 sqm private garden
• 2 parking spaces

• Private entrance
• Accessibility
• Amazing central
location
• Required price:
10.900.000 NIS

BAKA

MOST AMAZING LOCATION

BEST HOUSE FOR SALE

• Super prime location
in the heart of Shaarei
Chessed
• Zoning approved for 400
sqm (scheme allows 2 units,
permit for one large unit)

• Price includes
foundations
• Asking price
$ 3.500.000

SHAAREI
CHESSED

A kindergarden teacher that I know
places a picture of the Beis HaMikdash on
the wall and when a child does a good deed,
she adds a brick to the diagram. When
a child misbehaves, she removes a brick.
This has a tremendous impact on the
class, whereby every single act performed
by each individual has a direct impact
on whether the class will successfully
rebuild the Beis HaMikdash. We should
retain this illustration in our mind and
consider the ramifications of our actions.
Let’s start with rebuilding the menorah,
mizbei’ach and shulchan by strengthening
our observance and performance of the
mitzvos, in particular, the three pillars
represented by these vessels, Torah,
Avodah and G’milut Chasadim and merit
the final redemption in our days – with
our days!

DUPLEX APARTMENT FOR SALE

TALBIYEH

Rav Naftali Ropshitz in his sefer
Zera Kodesh (cited by Rav Weiss)
offers an interesting insight on a
statement we recite daily in the amida.
 ובנה אותה בימינו בנין עולם- translated literally
as: “Rebuild it (Yerushalayim) soon in
our days, as a permanent structure. The
prefix “ ”בcan mean either “in” or “with”.
We can therefore read the statement
 בימינוdifferently to mean: “Rebuild it with
our days.” Hashem rebuilds the Beis
HaMikdash in heaven “with our days.”
Each day that we perform mitzvos we add
bricks and contribute to coming closer to
the completion of the Beis HaMikdash.

DWELL it!
+972.2.567.0607 www.dwellgrp.com

JLM | TLV | Hertzliya

Follow us on
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REBBETZIN SHIRA
SMILES Faculty, OU Israel Center

The Colored
Creature

T

he tachash is one of the shortestlived creatures to have ever existed.
Rashi (Shemos 25;5) notes that it
was created for a remarkably limited
time, only as long as the Mishkan was
being constructed. Its purpose was equally
limited; the beautiful multi-colored
skins were used to adorn the top of the
Mishkan. This animal is one of the most
enigmatic in the whole Torah. What is its
symbolism, what message can we draw
from its appearance?

The sefer Shir Vehashevach explains that
since this animal prided itself on its beauty
and vivid hue, it could not have been a part
of creation. There is no room in this world
for arrogance and pride. However, when
the Mishkan was established, these skins
were the perfect covering, demonstrating
that Hashem’s dwelling is the only place
in the world where grandeur resides,
“Hashem malach geut lavesh” (Tehillim
93;1).
Rabbi Firrer, in Hegyona Shel Torah,
offers a slightly different perspective.
The multi-colored skins laid on top of the
Mishkan reflect diversity in the service of
30
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Hashem. Just as the color scheme consists
of various pigments and shades, each
person has his personal thoughts and
intentions that accompany his service of
Hashem. Like the construction of Mishkan,
avodah itself must follow a specific system
and structure. This duality is crucial in
how we relate to our service of Hashem.
Although we have specific guidelines how
to perform mitzvot, it is important for
each of us to bring uniqueness, creating
a personal spirit and connection to each
mitzvah.

Each person was created for a
specific time
Rabbi Brazil, in Beshvili Nivra Haolam,
understands the tachash as a metaphor
for each of us. Every person should ‘pride’
himself on his unique colors and talents
that he has been gifted. Indeed, Rashi
clues us in how to achieve this -- ‘they
were only created for the time.’ Rav Kook
expounds upon this in his explanation of
the tefillah at the conclusion of the Yom
Kippur Shemoneh Esrei. “Elokai ad shelo
notzarti eini kedai - until I was created, I
was unworthy”. Each person was created
for a specific time; one’s mission can only
be accomplished from the moment he
was created. Similarly, Rav Nachman
understands the celebration of a birthday

as the day as if Hashem said the world
cannot continue to exist without this
specific person. The ‘pride’ of the tachash
is the feeling every Jew should have; the
world was created for ME! But it cannot
end there. The tachash skins were placed
as a covering for the Mishkan to remind us
that this ‘pride’ must be directed toward
living and building a home for Hashem’s
Presence.

בס״ד
S
ROOM ING
LOOK
OVER NERET
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AILAB
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5 STAR P
E XPERIE ESACH
YERUSH NCE IN
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CONTAC
T
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For Sale In Arnona,

Rechov Israel Eldad
Beautifully renovated 3BR apt for
sale. Incl. mirpeset, machsan and
parking.
For more informa�on on this and other
proper�es in the areas of Arnona, Bak'a
and Katamon please call Saar 0547701142

Efrat and Gush Etzion

www.angelrealty.co.il

For Sale in Tamar
Luxurious and
modern 5 room
apt. + option.
Great location
1,875.000 NIS

Lectures, Torah Classes and Hitvaduyot
Trips and Attractions | Great Program
Complete Children's Program

For Sale in Dekel
7.5 room cottage.
200m, Stunning
view. (Ezra st.)
2,150,000 NIS
For Sale in Dagan
Stunning modern
cottage, 250m, 8.5
rooms + option
3,950,000 NIS

Newly Renovated
King Solomon Hotel in Tiveria
DELICIOUS CUISINE

Tzippy - 0524588715
Gabi- 0524588716

CHILIK YITZCHAK YECHIEL SHULI
FRANK
MEIR
HARARI RAND
YORAM GAON | HAKINDERLACH
YEHOSHUA LIMONI
FOR MORE INFORMATION:

050-770-0956

Glatt Mehadrin under
Rav Yosef Minsky, director of
the EK Kashrut Organization at
the Rabbinical Center of Europe
(RCE)
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RABBI JUDAH
OU-NCSY
MISCHEL Mashpiah,
Executive Director, Camp HASC
Dedicated L'Iluy Nishmas HaChaver
Shlomo Michael ben Meir z'l

T'rumah:
Doing Our
Part

R

ebbe Meshulam Feish HaLevy Lowy
of Tosh zy’a (d. 2015) was beloved
for his righteousness, generosity,
Ahavas Yisrael and unending dedication
to the Jewish People. Reb Yisroel Besser
related the following glimpse into this
extraordinary Tzadik:
The Rebbe asked a devoted Chassid,
Reb Yisrael Moshe to write out a sizeable
check to someone whose home was at risk
of foreclosure. When Reb Yisrael Moshe
agreed to give the tzedakah, the Rebbe
added a request: “Reb Yisrael Moshe, I
want you to go mail the check now, while
I wait on the phone. Please tell me when
it’s done.”
“I can call the Rebbe back, he doesn’t
have to wait on the phone,” Reb Yisrael
Moshe offered.
The Rebbe thanked him and said he
would wait. Reb Yisrael Moshe wrote the
32
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check, signed it,
placed it in an envelope, headed down
the street, and dropped the envelope in a
mailbox. Several minutes later, he lifted
the receiver and told the Rebbe, who had
been waiting, that the check was en route
to its destination.
“Wonderful, Yasher Koach,” said the
Rebbe, “now I want you to do something
else. Please go to the corner of the room
and say, ‘Ribbono Shel Olam, did I really
do something so special? After all, I simply
took some of the money You blessed me
with and shared it with a brother of mine
who is in need. Ribbono Shel Olam, You
gave me this money and allowed me the
zechus of sharing it… so Ribbono Shel
Olam, thank You for letting me do my
part.’”
Then the Rebbe added: “Reb Yisrael
Moshe, say, ‘Ribbono Shel Olam...ich hub
gurnisht geteen, I did nothing at all.”

CONTRIBUTION
In preparation for building the
Mishkan, our sedra begins with Hashem
commanding Moshe to collect funds for
the necessary materials: “Speak to the
Children of Israel, v’yikchu li T'rumah, “And
have them ‘take’ for Me a contribution,”
me’eis kol ish asher yidvenu libo, “from

every person whose heart inspires him to
generosity….” (25:2)
The Meforshim address the language
of v’yikchu — “Take for Me.” It means
‘Dedicate to Me;’ it does not say ‘Give to
Me.’

Everything we have, all that
we’ve achieved, accumulated,
built and accomplished, is
from Hashem alone
The Mishnah in Avos (3:7) instructs us,
“Give Him from what is His, for you and
yours are His.” Rabbenu Yonah explains:
when we give of our money or possessions,
we part with nothing that is actually ours.
Everything belongs to HaKadosh Baruch
Hu; all we possess belongs to Him, and at
best we are custodians of His property.
L’Hashem HaAretz Umlo’oh, “The earth is
Hashem’s, and its fullness.”
The recognition that we enjoy no
proprietary interest over anything
physical in this world is a cornerstone of
our Emunah. Everything we have, all that
we’ve achieved, accumulated, built and
accomplished, is from Hashem alone. Li
hakesef, li hazahav ne’um Hashem, “The
silver is Mine, the gold is Mine, proclaims
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Hashem” (Chagai 2:8).
Rebbe Chananya Yom Tov Lipa
Teitelbaum, the ‘Kedushas Yom Tov’ of
Sighet, zy’a, (father of the Atzei Chaim and
Rebbe Yoilish, the first Satmar Rebbe zy’a),
pointed out that our pasuk specifically
uses the term ish, “a person”, in describing
the one who contributes. Only when ‘our
heart inspires us to generosity’ are we
truly worthy of being considered an ish, a
human being.
A ‘human being’ naturally gives without
expectation of reward or a feeling that he
or she has done “something so special”.
He or she recognizes that Hashem is the
source of all that we are and have, and
that our money and possessions are really
His. Hashem has merely called on us to
redistribute His resources according to
needs. And Hashem ‘waits on the line’ to
confirm the success of our shlichut.

“GIVE ME YOUR HAND!”
Yankeleh Kamtzan, the most notorious
miser in town, would not give even a single

CHESED FUND

Please help us help the 40 individuals
and families who turn to us for help
Make checks (Israeli, only) payable to
the "Chesed Fund" and send
them to

ISRAEL CENTER CHESED FUND
att. Menachem Persoff
POB 37015 Jerusalem 91370
or leave them at the front desk

MATANOT LE'EVYONIM -

Now is the time to help our needy
families have a real Purim Same'ach.
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ruble to anyone, ever. No poor person
could get through to him. No project or
cause moved him. Yankeleh would never
give. One day while he was crossing
the river, his boat capsized. Struggling
desperately to keep his head above water,
Yankeleh thrashed his limbs.
A passerby called out to him. “Give
me your hand! Give me your hand!”
Sputtering, Yankeleh managed to shout
back, “No way! I won’t give you anything!”
Again, the rescuer tried to help: “Give me
your hand! Let me save you!” Yankeleh, on
the verge of drowning, gasped, “Never!
You’ll never get anything from me!”
Finally, in desperation, the rescuer cried
out: “Please, just take my hand!” Yankeleh
suddenly relaxed and held out his hand:
“Oh, you want me to ‘take’? Sure!”

TZEDAKA
Giving Tzedaka is both a mitzvah and
a zechus, a privilege. The Midrash (Rut
Rabbah, 9) testifies that more than the
receiver gains, the giver benefits. Parshas
T'rumah reminds us that when we give
generously from that with which we have
been blessed, we are really receiving,
‘taking’ so much more.
As the Tosher Rebbe said, in giving,
gurnisht geteen, “we have done nothing at
all.” We are simply doing our part, ‘taking’
from what Hashem has given us and
sharing it with others.
Ribbono Shel Olam, thank you for letting
us do our part!

Rabbi Wein lecture this Saturday night

February 29 – AMERICA ENTERS THE WAR
8 PM at Beit Knesset HaNassi
_______________25 NIS donation ______________
Destiny Foundation 5 DAY 4 NIGHT

SHAVUOT EXPERIENCE AT THE
LAVI HOTEL WITH RABBI WEIN
AS SCHOLAR IN RESIDENCE.

The Destiny Group will be in a brand-new private dining
room and buffet just recently completed. Rooms all
refurbished in the last recently. Wednesday to Sunday
May 27-31 (Shavuot is Thursday night). We usually sell
out, so do not delay. EARLY BIRD 500 NIS (equivalent)
DISCOUNT ONLY UNTIL PESACH!

For prices, information, or questions write or call Nachum at
_nachum@jewishdestiny.com or 0544-54-36-18
NEW LECTURE SERIES

2020 VISION: UNDERSTANDING
ANTISEMITISM TODAY THROUGH
THE LENDS OF THE JEWISH
HOLIDAYS
SATURDAY NIGHTS , MARCH 14, 21, 28

8:30 PM at Beit Knesset HaNassi (24 Ussishkin St.)
(Note starting times. March 29 only - 8:45 PM)

OU ISRAEL CENTER
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מרכזי הנוער

מקום בלב

Join OUr
Purim Campaign

דאורייתא

Give Pre-Purim Mishloach Manot
to heroic IDF soldiers, including OU Israel
Youth Centers alumni
Target goal: 555 Mishloach Manot
Price: $18 / NIS 70
Phone: 02-5609107 / Email: Youthcenters@ouisrael.org
or donate through our website: www.ouisrael.org/purim

BACK IN STOCK FOR PURIM!

MEGILLAT ESTHER MESORAT HARAV
with commentary based on the teachings of Rabbi Joseph B. Soloveitchik zt”l
ALSO INCLUDES:
• Ma’ariv service for Purim with commentary
• Reshimot with the Rav’s halakhic analyses
• A derasha by the Rav on the nature of Purim

www.korenpub.com
Now available online, at the OU Israel Center and at local Jewish bookstores
OU ISRAEL CENTER
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SCHEDULE NOTES

SUNDAY • '` mei

MONDAY • 'a mei

4 T'RUMA
Feb 29th • 4:00pm

March 1st • xc` 'd

March 2nd • xc` 'e
Happy Birthday Middle Brother

Rabbi Chanoch Yeres
In the Ganchrow Beit Midrash...
Sun, Tue, Thu - 10:00am
Rabbi Jeff Bienenfeld KETUVOT
This shiur is in tribute to
Rabbi Fred Hollander z"l
Sun thru Thu • 11:15am
RCA DAF YOMI
Looking for more Magidei Shiur
The Daf Yomi shiur is in tribute
to Rabbi Yitzchak Botwinick z"l
Sun, Mon, Wed, Thu - 4:30pm
Rabbi Hillel Ruvel
Masechet Gittin

9:00am
Rabbi David Walk • T'HILIM
10:00am • L'AYLA
Mrs. Sylvie Schatz
Tomer Devorah
Applied to Modern Times
10:15am
Rabbi Aharon Adler
Haftara of thge Week
11:30pm NOTE NEW TIME
Rabbi Yitzchak Breitowitz
Wisdom for Life - Mishlei
12:00pm Rabbi Chaim Eisen
KUZARI
2:00pm
Rabbi Ephraim Sprecher
Drink... Not Drunk
8:00pm

Please note:
Regular shiurim:
25NIS members
30NIS non-mem • 10NIS Life
One-time shiurim and
mini-series 25NIS members
and Life Members
30NIS for non-members
unless otherwise indicated
Discounted zeiqihxk
(punch cards) available at
the front desk and valid for
all shiurim and classes
(as are Courtesy Cards)

Rabbi Mordechai Machlis
The Book of Shmuel

Another Torah Tidbit:

The OU
ISRAEL CENTER
WILL BE CLOSED
ON MONDAY,
MARCH 2nd

ELECTION
DAY(again)
VOTE WISELY
Remember to
LEARN TORAH
in lieu of the shiurim
you would have attended
MON March 9th • xc` b"i
TAANIT ESTHER
J'lem times: 4:44am-6:10pm
4:00pm

The Aron, Shulchan,
Rabbi Ephraim Sprecher
Menora are 1,2,3 in Parshat
5:10pm
T'ruma. Then the structure
Slow-paced Mincha,
of the Mishkan, then the
mini-shiur by Phil,
External Altar. Internal
6:05pm Maariv
Altar doesn't come until
Refreshments
T'tzaveh - after the
WED March 11th
garments of the Kohanim.
Special Thanks and
LEIL SHUSHAN PURIM
Appreciation to
The Washing Basin and its A.K.A. YERUSHALAYIM PURIM
Rabbi Chanoch Yeres
Stand don't show up until
for his well-attended
5:45pm Mini-Shiur by
and greatly appreciated
the beginning of Ki Tisa.
Rabbi Rabbi Neil Winkler
Shabbat afternoon shiurim
When the actual
6:10pm Maariv
Note for you TTreaders in the
construction is described MEGILA Not before 6:25pm
area of the Center who have
in Vayak-hel and P'kudei, Rabbi Rabbi Neil Winkler
not yet joined us for these
wonderful shiurim - take our
Refreshments
the order is different.
suggestion and come.
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TUESDAY • 'b mei

WEDNESDAY • 'c mei

THURSDAY • 'd mei

March 3rd • xc` 'f

Feb 26th & March 4th

Feb 27th & March 5th

9:00am
Rabbi Yitzchak Breitowitz
Minchat Chinuch

YOM IYUN in Jewish Thought

9:00am
Rabbi Ari Kahn
Parshat HaShavua

9:15am
Mrs. Shira Smiles
Torah Tapestries
10:30am
Rabbi Shmuel Goldin
Parshat HaShavua
11:30am
Rabbi Aharon Ziegler
Contemporary Halacha Topics
Machnisei Rachamim - To say or not to say
11:30pm - Women's T'hilim
12:15pm
Rabbi Neil Winkler
history is HIS STORY
1:45pm Dr. Deborah Polster
DA MA L'HASHIV
British War Policy
3:00pm Verna's Knitting Club
7:30pm Parshat HaShavua
Dr. Avivah Gottlieb-Zornberg
7:30pm Book Evening with
Rabbi Moshe Berliner
see flyer/ad elsewhere

VIDEO - Tuesday, Mar 3rd
2:00pm • 2 hrs
Hebrew/English subtitles

Begin: From Brisk
to Jerusalem (2009)
On his 28th yahrzeit,
Israeli-made documentary
on the life of Menachem
Begin z"l: Beitar youth
member/leader, disciple of
Jabotinsky, commander of
Irgun, Prime Minister. His
successes and challenges,
accomplishments and pain

9:15am
Rabbi Shimshon Nadel
Medina & Halacha
10:15am
Rabbi Anthony Manning
Contemporary Issues
in Halacha & Hashkafa
11:30am Rabbi Alan Kimche
Derech HaShem
12:40pm until Mincha
Rabbi Sam Shor
Modern Masters
2:00pm (2 hrs)
Mrs. Pearl Borow
Torah via Pirkei Avot
Chumash with Meforshim

2:00pm VIDEO see below
7:00pm Rabbi Yonatan Kolatch
Topics in Parshanut
7:00pm Rabbi Chaim Eisen
Meaning & Mission of
the Chosen People

8:15pm Rabbi Ezra Friedman
Understanding Kashrut in Israel
March 4th - 8:00-10:00pm
JChat program - see flyer/ad

VIDEO - Wednesday, Feb 18
2:00pm • 1¾ hrs

The Miracle of Israel
(2008) The dramatic story of the
survivors and how their
incomparable strength, courage
and resilience helped create the
Jewish state. And
"The remarkable
behind-the-scenes drama of how
the State of Israel was founded."
From Rabbi Berel Wein's
Destiny Foundation

9:00am
Dr. Avivah Gottlieb-Zornberg
Parshat HaShavua
YES Feb 27th - 10:10am
Then resumes March 19th
Rabbi Baruch Taub -Thursday
the Rabbi Gave His Drasha
11:30am
Rabbi Shai Finkelstein
Unlocking the Messages of Chazal
12:00pm
Rabbi Shmuel Herschler
Book of Melachim
2:00pm
Rabbi Ephraim Sprecher
Current Events in the Sedra & Haftara
Thank you Yehuda Lave for your support
8:00pm Rabbi Avrum Kowalsky
NOW STUDYING

Divrei HaYamim

Feb 27th - 8:00pm
no charge

The Joy Club
UPCOMING
FINANCIAL EVENINGS
Sun March 15
Taxes and tax reporting
for Americans in Israel.
Wed March 17
The Israeli Reality:
Personal Financial Issues
Thu March 19
The New Power of Attorney,
Healthcare Directives,
End of Life issues
OU ISRAEL CENTER
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OU KASHRUT
RABBI EZRA FRIEDMAN
PAGE BY
Director, The Gustave & Carol Jacobs Center
for Kashrut Education

Immersion
of Digital
Kitchen
Appliances

T

he previous article discussed
the obligation to tovel (immerse)
electrical appliances in a mikvah.
Many basic electrical appliances such as
water-urns, sandwich or waffle makers
and hand blenders should be immersed
in a mikvah. This article will take a look
at the requirement to immerse digital
appliances.
Digital appliances are a more complex
category with regard to immersion due to
the potential damage that may be caused
to the screen or chips found in the device.
Some digital products contain removable
parts which require immersion. For
example, many oil-free compact fryers
have a bottom compartment (similar to
a drawer) which may be immersed. In
this case, the digital screen will not be
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immersed in water. However, many newer
multi-cookers or bread makers cannot be
taken apart, and the same would apply to
advanced digital water dispensers.

Another option is to sell part
of the utensil to a non-Jew
In a case where it is quite possible that
the utensil would be seriously damaged, it
would seem that the utensil should not be
immersed in a mikvah. However, this is not
so clear. According to the Darchei Teshuva
(120:112), the utensil should be given to
a non-Jew as a gift and the Jew may then
borrow it for a long period of time (similar
to a case where a utensil is too big for
immersion). This option is problematic
according to the Taz (YD 120:18) and
Be’er Moshe (7:57), who consider this an
inappropriate loophole. Another option
is to sell part of the utensil to a non-Jew.

The OU Israel Gustave & Carol Jacobs Center for Kashrut Education was created to raise awareness
and educate the public in all areas of Kashrut in Israel. Rabbi Ezra Friedman, a Rabbinic Field
Representative for the OU is the Center's director.

However, in a private home this may be
difficult, since the non-Jew might not
understand this legal act and does not gain
any benefit from the utensil.
Rav Shlomo Zalman Auerbach (as quoted
in Sefer Tevilat Keilim p.65) recommends
having a Jewish electrician dismantle and
reassemble an electric piece. The basis
of Rav Auerbach’s ruling is that a utensil
made by a Jew does not require immersion.
If a Jewish electrician were to dismantle
the appliance it would be considered
“manufactured” by a Jew. Rav Auerbach
emphasizes that the electrician must fix
something intricate. But simply removing
the cord and reinstalling it would not be
sufficient (see Sefer Hakshrut page 117).
Rav Shmuel Wosner is quoted (ibid) as
saying that Rav Auerbach’s ruling is also
somewhat questionable. In addition, the
Chochmat Adam (73:13) rules that in order
to consider the utensil “manufactured”

by a Jew, he must annul its ability to be a
receptacle, whereas this normally destroys
the appliance.
Rav Hershel Schachter (posek for the
OU) has a different approach to this topic.
Rav Schachter holds that in a situation
where the utensil will break, it would seem
logical that Chazal (our Sages) would not
have required immersion at all. This can
be compared to one who owns a utensil
together with a non-Jew in a partnership.
As mentioned in previous articles, the
Rema (YD 120:11) cites the ruling of the
Issur V’heter that in such a case there is
no mitzvah of immersion, since as soon as
one removes the utensil from the mikvah,
it would become obligated in immersion
again (since it still belongs partially to
the non-Jew). In that case, since it is not
possible to immerse, it may be used
without immersion. This rationale can be
applied to a utensil that could break, such
as a digital appliance.
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SIMCHAT SHMUEL
BY RABBI SAM SHOR

Program Director, OU Israel Center

I

n our sedra this week, Hashem instructs Moshe to build the Mishkan, a
sacred space for Hashem’ s presence
among the Jewish people. The opening
verses of Parshat Teruma set forth the
mandate that each member of Klal Yisrael must participate by contributing to the
enterprise of the Mishkan’s constructionvayikchu li teruma -take and present for me
a gift.

The Tiferet Shlomo, the Rebbe of
Radomsk, zy’a, clarifies this point: During
those sacred moments when a person
expresses their dedication, when they
commit to contribute to the needs of the
community and begin to see the innate
holiness within one another and within
each member of the community, then the
divine presence is felt in the most palpable
way.

The Great Chasidic Sage, Reb Simcha
Bunim of Peshischa, zy’a explained the
intention behind our verse - vayikchu li
teruma - take and present for me a gift as
follows:

Rabbi Gedalia Schorr zt’l, adds, that a
person must therefore have a strong desire
for Torah, and give their heart fully toward
Torah, and with this desire, it becomes
possible to achieve and feel the divine
presence resting within each of us.

Every individual desires that they
should indeed themselves be ‘gift worthy’.
Each person strives to ascend to a high
and holy state of consciousness, and only
when we have achieved that heightened
consciousness are we worthy to experience
and intuit the gift of the divine presence
which resides within each of us.
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Yehi Ratzon, May each of us merit to
feel ‘gift worthy’ and to experience the
awesome gift of Hahsem’s presence and
love each and every moment.

New & Hot
Off
the
Press
from Maggid Books

ESTHER
Power, Fate, and Fragility in Exile
Dr. Erica Brown

Fundamental Questions in Bible Study

TO THIS VERY DAY

NAHUM, HABAKKUK AND ZEPHANIAH
Lights in the Valley
Rav Yaakov Beasley

PREPARE MY PRAYER
Recipes to Awaken the Soul
Rav Dov Singer

Rav Amnon Bazak

Now available at local Jewish bookstores,
the OU Israel Center, and at www.korenpub.co.il
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Mirroring
the Mizbeach

T

he founding father of the Chassidic
movement, the holy Baal Shem
Tov (1698-1760), was the first to
introduce the custom on Shabbat and
special occasions to join together as a
community around the table of the Rebbe.
These gatherings became affectionately
known as a tisch, the yiddish word for
table.
Why, specifically, was the term, tisch,
‘table” chosen? Perhaps, the answer can
be traced to this week’s parsha.

Remarkably, the Talmud equates the
mizbeach found in the Beit Hamikdash
with the table where a Jew dines: “During
the period that the Holy Temple stood,
the altar (mizbeach) would atone for a
person, now that the Temple is destroyed,
it is a person’s table that atones for him”
(Chagigah 27a).
Rashi commenting on this passage says
that the act around our tables which
activates Hashem’s mercy is hachnasat
orchim; when we invite and feed guests.
With this in mind we can appreciate
a unique halacha regarding Jewish
48
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‘table manners’. The Gemara (Sanhedrin
92a) states, “That whoever does not
leave some bread on the table at the
meal’s conclusion will not see a sign of
blessing.” This halacha is codified by the
Shulchan Aruch (Orach Chayim 180:2). The
Mishnah Berurah commenting on this law
suggested that the reason for this halacha
is so that there will always be something
remaining for the poor.
Our Sages suggest a fascinating
parallelism between the mizbeach and
our dining room tables. The Shulchan
Aruch (Orach Chayim 180:5) writes that
it is customary to cover up knives during
birkat hamazon. The Beit Yosef in his
commentary on the Tur says that it is based
on the association with the mizbeach. The
verse says, lo tanif aleha barzel - which
relates to not using metal in the building
of an altar: “And it shall be when you pass
over the Jordan...and there you you build
an altar to Hashem, an altar of stones; you
shall lift up no iron tool upon it (Devarim
27:5).
This idea is expanded upon in the Beit
Yosef: “Iron shortens the life of man,
the mizbeach lengthens the life of man.
Therefore a knife should not be used in
building the mizbeach and should also not
sit upon our tables.” It is for this reason
that customarily knives are covered
or removed at a time when we have a

heightened awareness of the the table’s
significance, during birkat hamazon.
Perhaps the most well known example
by which we signify our tables emulating
the mizbeach is via the practice of placing
salt on the table and adding salt to bread.
The Re”ma (Orach Chayim 167:5) writes
that it is a mitzvah to place salt on the table
“since the table resembles the altar and all
the sacrifices had salt brought with them.”
The Aruch HaShulchan (167:12) adds that
all God fearing people follow this custom.
This notion is based on the pasuk, “On all
your offerings you shall offer salt.”
The Mishna in Pirkei Avot also makes
a correlation between our table and the
mizbeach: “If three have eaten at the same
table and have spoken words of Torah
there, it is as if they have eaten for the
table (mizbeach) of the Omnipresent (Avot
3:3).
The Seforno (1475-1550) explained
this mishna simply: Just as the offerings
were meant to serve Hashem, so too our
tables can be a setting for avodat Hashem,
service to Hashem. (Seforno Commentary
on Avot 3:3).
Rabbi Chaim Volozhin (1749-1821)
offered a memorable insight on this
mishna: He suggested that we can
easily imagine how our tables and food
resemble the mizbeach. However, what
at our tables symbolizes the fire, which
was essential to the offerings? He offered
a simple solution: The words of Torah that
are shared are likened to fire; as the pasuk
says “Is not my word like fire, declares
Hashem…” (Yirmiyahu 23:29). (Ruach
OU ISRAEL CENTER
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Chayim Avot 3:3). Words of Torah burn
away the physicality and the hedonistic
inclination and uplift the act of eating to a
spiritual plain.

as the chelbonah. Symbolically, the larger
group, which were sweetly fragranced,
embraced the eleventh and it was thereby
uplifted.

All the examples cited above assume that
the correlation between mizbeach and our
tables refer specifically to the outer altar
of the Temple. However, there were two
altars in the Temple: the outer altar and
additionally the inner altar, referred to as
the mizbeach hazahav or haketoret, ‘the
golden or spice- burning mizbeach’.

Interestingly, along these same lines,
the Talmud states that the ketoret atoned
specifically for the sin of lashon hara. The
mizbeach haketoret which exemplified
the notion of brotherhood and fellowship
offset the corrosive force of lashon hara, a
sin that represents a force that generates
divisiveness and descension.

In fact, the famed Chassidic master,
Rebbe Zvi Elimelech of Dinov (1783-1841)
in his work Agra D’Pirka (quoted by
Rabbi Pinchus Friedman, ‘Shvilei Pinchas’,
T'rumah 5773), argues that our tables
should replicate the mizbeach haketoret,
the spice burning mizbeach. Why so? He
makes the following suggestions:

A table, where we share meals with one
another, is a venue for social interaction.
Unfortunately, it is not uncommon that
we stumble and use that setting in a way
where conversation is harmful to others
by speaking lashon hara. How do we
make amends or ‘atone’ for such errors?
We right this wrong when we elevate our
dining experience by refraining from
speaking or listening to lashon hara and
engage in conversation that is positive,
meaningful, and even includes words of
Torah learning.

Firstly, the Rebbe says that a remez, a
hint, to this is embedded in the Torah
itself: Of the eleven spices that made up
the ketoret, only four are mentioned in
the pesukim explicitly. They are shachelet,
levonah, chelbona, and nataf. The rashei
tevot, the first letters, of these words spell
out  ןחלשshulchan - an allusion, according
to the Rebbe, to our tables today.
But beyond this remez, on a more
conceptual level, there is profound
symbolism concerning the spice-burning
mizbeach, which can be appreciated when
we understand its daily offering of the
ketoret. The Hebrew word ketoret literally
means ‘bonding’ or ‘unifier’. The ketoret
consisted of ten sweet smelling ingredients
and one foul smelling ingredient known
50
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One may ask, “Which of the two altars
should one have in mind when sitting
down to a meal?” The answer is simple. It
need not be one or the other. Apparently,
we should have both in mind.
Rabbi Pinchus Friedman shlit”a, an
illustrious contemporary teacher of
Chassidut, quotes the Ben Ish Chai (Od
Yosef Chai, Parshat T'rumah) in the name
of the eminent Kabbalist, the Rashash, Rav
Shalom Sharabi zt”l, who advises that a
person should learn at his table, during
the meal, a passage pertaining the ketoret

(Parshat Haketoret) and a chapter related
to the sacrifices (Eizehu Mikoman). It is
evident according to these sages that we
conjure up in our minds thoughts of both
altars. (‘Shvilei Pinchas’, Parshat T'rumah
5773).
Rabbi Yosef Dov Halevi Soloveitchilk zt”l,
who gave much thought to the halachot
and religious meaning behind the way
we eat as Jews, pointed out the fact that it
is actually very peculiar that the Talmud
make a parallel between the mizbeach and
our own tables where we eat. After all, the
mizbeach was used to offer sacrifices to
God - around our tables the food is directed
solely for human consumption! Ostensibly
are they not opposites? He answered that
Judaism offered the world a spiritual
breakthrough in the way one dines: “The
meal is redeemed by it becoming a divine
service.” (Jewish Table Etiquette, Rav Ezra
Bick, VBM Shiur).
We can now better understand why
Chassidut coined the phrase tisch, table, for
their joyous gatherings. They spotlighted
the special spiritual potential which can
be accessed in this setting. Sitting around
a table that is chesed oriented, infused
with sanctity and Torah learning, brings
one Jew closer to his friend and brings
each participant closer to the Creator.
Undoubtedly, it can be stated: “The table
can be transformed into a mizbeach.”

Mortgage
RATES at
historic
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refinance
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Purchase / Refinance Rates
(Non-inflation linked)*
Special rates up to 75% LTV:

30 year 3.85%
15 year 2.90%
10 year 2.75%

For well qualified borrowers

firstisrael.com

02-625-2555

60 King George, Jerusalem
3 Aluf Kalman Magen, Tel Aviv
*Rates are for qualified borrowers and are current as of
the printing of this advertisement but are subject to
change. Quoted rates do not represent an offer and
are for illustrative purposes only.
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The Mishkan:
A Mutual
Abode

O

ur Parsha informs us that the
people “shall make a sanctuary
for Me so that I may dwell among
them” (Shemot 25:8). We might then ask
how it is possible for the Infinite G-d to
dwell in a finite dwelling. How can the
Infinite be confined, as it were, into a small
space which, to cite Rabbi Avishai David,
was to be a permanent, irreplaceable, and
exclusive abode for G-d?
One answer is given above: the Sanctuary
is for Hashem but, in reality, it serves as a
conduit so that the Shechinah can dwell
within us. Indeed, for the Ramban, the
Mishkan was a receptacle for Hashem’s
communication with the people, albeit
through Moshe who heard G-d’s voice
through the Cherubim hovering over the
Aron Habrit.
Following Rashi, the Mishkan served as
testimony of Hashem’s teachings, which
is why the Aron would contain the two
stone tablets of the Ten Commandments.
For the Rambam, the Mishkan was a
rallying point for sacrifices to Hashem
52
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(later, the Beit Hamikdash), of particular
significance following the Golden Calf.
With all these possibilities, we return to
our question: “Behold the highest heavens
cannot contain you and surely not this
Temple” (Melachim I, 8:27). For Rabbi
David there is no clear answer because,
following the Midrash, G-d tells Moshe
“your thinking is not my thinking.”
Perhaps, following Kabbalah, we might
suggest that the all-powerful Hashem is
able to “reduce Himself” (the supernal
light), as it were, through a process of
Tzimsum, just as tinted glass allows
us to view the blinding sun. G-d thus
communicates with us so that we might
know Him and fulfil His will and bask in
the goodness that He wishes to bestow
upon us.
Through the Mishkan, we get to share
the same abode with Hashem: We are so
close that His message filters down to us,
while our sacrifices and prayers arch up
to His Heavenly throne. The Mishkan is
like the Chuppah where a mutual bond is
created – now between Hashem and his
beloved people.
Shabbat Shalom!

“TzviAir is a pleasure to
work with and did an
amazing job!”
– Jamie Geller, Celebrity Chef

FOR SALE

Negba, Old-Katamon
132 SQM duplex. Lower Level: en-suite bdrm, large
kitchen, spacious living and dining room, sukkah
balcony. Upper Level: 3 bdrms, large roof, parking.
Motivated Sellers! Price: 4,950,000 ILS

AIR CONDITIONING
SALES & SERVICE

02-628-8282 | tzviair.com

Boutique building in City Center / Musrara
155 sqm, 3 large bdrms, large den, sukkah balcony
with great views. Building features indoor pool, gym,
sauna, 24/7 guard, underground parking, shabbat
elevator, and storage unit.

Mekor Chaim Garden Apatment
Most sought after location. 2 bdrms & 2 full bath.
Large and private garden, underground parking, and
storage unit.

FOR RENT

Old-Katamon
Duplex penthouse in brand new boutique building.
180 sqm, 4 bdrms and 3.5 bath. 2 storage units and 2
parking spots. Shabbat elevator. Under-floor heating.
Smart home system Price: $6,500 / month

Yitzchak Kowalsky

054-766-0338

Yitzchak@yykrealestate.com

www.yykrealestate.com
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FROM THE VIRTUAL DESK OF THE

OU VEBBE REBBE
RAV DANIEL MANN

Kaddish after
An’im Zemirot
Question: In my shul, at the end of An’im
Zemirot, the chazan (child) does not say
“Lecha Hashem hagedula …” I understand
that it is not permitted to say Kaddish after
a shir (song of praise) without p’sukim.
Can you provide me with sources to prove
this?
Answer: To start with, we at Eretz
Hemdah basically agree with you. We
wrote a teshuva (Bemareh Habazak VII:2)
about whether it is proper to say a Kaddish
at all after An’im Zemirot in a place where
the minhag was not to but an avel wanted
them to change the minhag, which he
claimed was wrong. In footnote 4, we
accepted the thesis to which you subscribe,
that it is the p’sukim added (they were not
in the original) to the end of the piyut that
justify the saying of Kaddish.
In general, it is problematic to recite
an unauthorized Kaddish. The Mishna
Berura (55:1) compares saying too many
Kaddishes to reciting too many berachot.
However, we do not generally find in
poskim discussing doubts about Kaddish
indications of the same severity of an
unnecessary Kaddish as we do regarding
54
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a questionable beracha.
Therefore, while we generally agree
with you, we are hesitant to state as
a simple fact that your shul’s (and we
understand others as well) minhag is
wrong. Therefore, we will see if we can
be melamed z’chut on those who skip the
p’sukim and recite the Kaddish.
We found a teshuva by Chief Rabbi
David Lau in which he questions the
thesis that the p’sukim recited at the end
are there to justify the Kaddish. He points
to the standard sources (see Mishna
Berura 55:2) that state that for p’sukim
to justify Kaddish there must be three
p’sukim and that, after An’im Zemirot,
only two p’sukim are recited. One can add
to the apparent incongruence according
to the Sha’arei Ephrayim (10:44 in a
footnote) that the p’sukim need to be
continuous (the ones after An’im Zemirot
are from Divrei Hayamim and Tehillim,
respectively). Therefore, Rav Lau posits
that the reason for the Kaddish is that a
major part of An’im Zemirot is based on
adapted or reworded p’sukim.
One can claim there is a precedent for
saying Kaddish after a shir without added
p’sukim in Aleinu. Siddurim cite p’sukim
there as well, yet the very broad minhag is
to ignore them and recite Kaddish anyway,
and perhaps a shir of this type is deserving

The Orthodox Union - via its website - fields questions of all types in areas of kashrut,
Jewish law and values. Some of them are answered by Eretz Hemdah, the Institute for
Advanced Jewish Studies, Jerusalem, headed by Rav Yosef Carmel and Rav Moshe
Ehrenreich, founded by HaRav Shaul Yisraeli zt”l, to prepare rabbanim and dayanim to
serve the National Religious community in Israel and abroad. Ask the Rabbi is a joint
venture of the OU, Yerushalayim Network, Eretz Hemdah... and OU Israel’s Torah Tidbits.

of Kaddish in and of itself.
However, one can argue with these
attempts to break the linkage between
p’sukim recited after a shir and Kaddish.
First, there are opinions that two p’sukim
is enough (Beit David (Saloniki) 30);
Bemareh Habazak ibid.; see Ishei Yisrael
15:(98)). The claim that the p’sukim must
be consecutive is apparently not accepted.
Regarding Aleinu, the Mishna Berura
(132:10) points out that it has p’sukim
mixed into it (three, albeit from different
places in Tanach and interspersed in
Aleinu). Therefore, it seems very likely
that the p’sukim at the end of An’im
Zemirot were intended to justify the
Kaddish.
There is another factor which can
work (at least if orchestrated well), even
according to your assumption, in shuls
that do not jointly recite “Lecha Hashem
… .” What if, as is likely, some people in
the shul do say the p’sukim even if the
chazan does not? We have written about
whether Kaddish can be recited after
Pitum Haketoret when there are not ten
people who recite it. The basic sources
seem to indicate that six reciters justify
Kaddish, even if the chazan did not
recite the critical sections (see parallel
case in Shulchan Aruch, Orach Chayim
69:1). While even one suffices when
the Kaddish is classically required (see

ibid.; Pri Megadim, OC, MZ 55:3), there
is a machloket (see Magen Avraham
54:9; Aruch Hashulchan 55:9) whether a
minority of a minyan suffices when the
Kaddish is optional (as the one after An’im
Zemirot is). So perhaps someone like you
and another one or two who still recite
the p’sukim before Kaddish suffice to
justify the Kaddish.
So while the sources indicate that it is
proper for shuls to recite the p’sukim after
An’im Zemirot, shuls that do not make a
point of reciting them also have whom
and what to rely upon.

Having a dispute?
For a Din Torah in English or
Hebrew contact ‘Eretz Hemdah
- Gazit’ Rabbinical Court: 077215-8-215 • fax: (02) 537-9626
beitdin@eretzhemdah.org
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Puah for Fertility and
RABBI GIDEON Machon
Gynecology in Accordance with Halacha
WEITZMAN

Due Care

I

t should be clear from our recent
discussion that one needs to think
very carefully before suing the doctor
and medical staff. Only in cases of true
negligence or malpractice would the
halacha support the plaintiff.

to Rabbi Avraham Yeshaya Karelitz, the
famous Chazon Ish, who was the force
behind the renewed Charedi community
in Bnei Brak. The Chazon Ish was a great
posek and was generally quite strict in his
halachic rulings.

Rabbi Zilberstein narrates an incident
that occurred during the first years of the
State of Israel. Food was very scarce and
it was permitted to slaughter animals for
sick people only.

The shochet told the Chazon Ish that he
had killed a chicken for a man who was ill,
but he knew that during the shechitah he
had applied more than the usual pressure
to the knife. This usually disqualifies the
chicken from being kosher; it would be
treif and could not be eaten. However, the
shochet had not admitted this, knowing
that the chicken was an expensive
commodity. In the meantime the sick
person had eaten the chicken and the
shochet felt terrible. While he had given
necessary nutrition to a needy person,
he had inadvertently fed him non-kosher
food.

There was a case of a shochet who came

He was beside himself and could keep

Some may be concerned that if the
doctor cannot be sued, there is a greater
chance that he will make further mistakes
and cause more damage. We have to
prosecute the doctor so that the chances of
a recurrence are reduced.

Rechavia For Sale

5 bedroom, 3.5 bathroom duplex in good
FOR SALE condition, spacious succah porches,
second floor

Shaarei Chesed For Sale/Rent

FOR SALE/ 4 bedrooms, 3.5 bathrooms,
25m succah, shabbat private elevator &
RENT
parking spot
Lynne Steinberg | 052.263.6210
lynne.steinberg@gmail.com
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the secret no longer, and so he asked the
Chazon Ish for advice. Rabbi Karelitz
seriously considered the question and
asked for all the details. After weighing up
all the options he declared that de facto the
chicken could be eaten and so the shochet
had not transgressed the prohibition of
disqualifying the chicken and passing it
off as kosher meat.

GabaiRealEstate
GabaiRealEstate.com

TALBIEH

Jerusalem

In one of the most prime locations, on a quiet tree
lined street, centrally located and a quick walk to
King David st., 60 sqm apt, renovated beautifully
and in move in condition, asking NIS 2,400,000

Across from Jlm Theater

The shochet was, of course, delighted
with this answer but asked the Chazon Ish
another question.

Incredible duplex penthouse of almost 200 sqm in
a newly constructed, small building with a Shabbat
elevator. The property boasts an 80 sqm terrace
from which you see magnificent city & forest views.

“I understand that the Rabbi permitted
it de facto, but that it is still problematic.
What happens if I make the same mistake
again?”

Approx. 165 sqm, 4 bdrms converted to 3, 4 baths,
large kitchen & living room, private entrance,
beautiful private court-yard plus an add. basement.
this is an extremely unique and beautiful property.

The Chazon Ish smiled at the man and
replied, “I see that you are obviously
shaken by what happened. It will never
happen again.”

410 sqm of captivating beauty with a 308 sqm
terrace featuring 360º view of Jerusalem. Parking,
Sh. elevator & included is a 2 bdrm apt.

The shochet recalled at the end of his
career that the Chazon Ish’s words were
almost prophetic and, indeed, he never
made that mistake again. Similarly, the
concern and shock that a diligent doctor
experiences when a mistake occurs is
often sufficient to deter him from making
such mistakes in the future, even without
the fear of litigation.
The Puah Institute is based in Jerusalem
and helps couples from all over the world
who are experiencing fertility problems.
Offices in Jerusalem, New York, Los
Angeles & Paris. Contact (Isr) 02-651-5050
(US) 718-336-0603 www.puahonline.org

Ohel Moshe, Nachlaot

Gorgeous Penthouse,Rechavia

Arnona, Primo Levi

100 sqm in a 55 and older building, well
maintained apt, spacious 2 bdrm, in excellent
condition & a lovely balcony. Asking NIS 2,490,000

FOR RENT

Located in the heart of Old Katamon and an easy
stroll to the German Colony, on a beautiful, quiet
street. 134 sqm, private parking, fantastic natural
light, 3 beds (2 are en-suites), 3 baths, plus a sukah
porch! Only 8,900 per month
Efrat

EFRAT EXCLUSIVES

Move your family to an amazing, well established,
English speaking community that has all of the
infrastructure that you need! Private homes, semiattached houses and cottages in the Dekel, Rimon,
Te’ena and the Zayit for very attractive prices!
starting at 2,450,000
Yaniv: 052.614.1442

Yaniv@gabairealestate.com

Elia: 052.862.9208
EliaGabai@gmail.com
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The
Prohibition
Of Uprooting
Fruit Trees –
Bal Tashchit
#2

L

ast week we started the halachot
about uprooting fruit trees.

Some poskim maintain that
even when it is technically permissible
to uproot a fruit tree, one should avoid
doing so since it is spiritually harmful. One
should especially refrain from uprooting
such trees when there is a doubt regarding
the prohibition of bal tashchit. Other
poskim contend that once it is halachically
permissible to uproot a tree, one need not
be concerned about spiritual harm.
If one wants to build a home and a
fruit tree is in the way, some poskim
permit uprooting the tree. Others permit
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it providing that it is to allow the person
to build a house for one’s basic needs,
but not to expand one’s living quarters.
Others contend that even if one needs the
land the tree is sitting on, it is nevertheless
forbidden to uproot a fruit tree.
Some poskim maintain that it is
permissible to uproot a fruit tree together
with the clod of dirt surrounding its roots
that is large enough to nourish the tree,
and then transplant it elsewhere. Others
disagree.
In cases of doubt: (1) when there is a
disagreement among the poskim or (2)
if it isn’t clear whether the yield of the
tree is sufficiently insubstantial to justify
uprooting it, it is best to commission
a non-Jew to uproot the tree. The tree
should be uprooted together with the clod
of dirt encasing its roots, large enough to
nourish it. Subsequently, the tree should
be transplanted to another location.
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RABBI BEREL
WEIN Rav, Beit Knesset Hanassi, Jerusalem

O

ne of the greatest problems that
has dogged religious life throughout the centuries is the place of material wealth and money in the structure of
religious life. It is obvious to all that wealth
and money corrupt and sully noble programs and plans.
The question boils down to the old and
eternal issue as to whether the noble end
- Jewish education, synagogue worship,
social charitable endeavors -- justify the
means, i.e. the means often border on
the unethical of procurement of money
to achieve these noble ends. Monetary
scandals have plagued all religious projects
and ambitions from time immemorial. The
fact that the goal trying to be achieved is so
noble and so morally necessary, makes the
temptation to deviate from correct probity
and proper behavior in fundraising and
monetary conduct all the more tempting.
Unfortunately, the history of religion
is littered with monetary scandal and
money - driven by poor decisions. The
prophets of Israel decried this situation
during First Temple times, but apparently
to little avail. Religion sadly has a tendency

to transform itself into a business, a
commercial enterprise. And this always
leads to desecration of God’s name and
catastrophic disasters.
Many commentaries and scholars have
stated that this monetary corruption was
the real basis for the destruction of the
Temples themselves, and the continued
cessation of Temple service even until our
very day. Even buildings and programs
conceived in holiness and founded by the
most righteous of people are susceptible
over time to fall into the trap of monetary
scandal. I need not and will not enumerate
specific examples of this weakness, but all
of us are well aware of their existence and
sad influence.
Yet, in spite of all of this, these dangers
are almost inevitable. This week’s Torah
reading combines the ideas of holy service
to God with the necessity of fundraising
and material wealth. The Torah apparently
is of the opinion that the benefits of
channeling and using money for noble
good outweighs the dangers inherent
in combining religion with wealth and
money. In fact, this is the pattern of the
A
 cupuncture and Chinese Medicine
Yael Tusk, M.Sc.
Infection·Pain·Menopause·Respiratory·
Bowel Disease and more

052-768-4438

15+ YEARS

60

TORAH TIDBITS / T'RUMAH 5780

www.Yaeltusk.com

Torah in all matters of everyday life events
and society. Judaism does not allow for
excess ascetism or hermit-like lifestyles.

Religion and faith are
corrupted by wealth. But
wealth applied correctly and
through a generous hand can
enhance and even ennoble
religion.
We are always somehow to be engaged
in this world, tawdry and flawed as it
may be. Yet the challenge is to somehow
remain a holy people, a kingdom of priests,
while dealing with these challenges that
mark our daily lives and society. The holy
tabernacle/mishkan is to be constructed
through human donative intent and
through heartfelt donations of material
wealth and personal volunteerism.
Religion and faith are corrupted by
wealth. But wealth applied correctly and
through a generous hand can enhance
and even ennoble religion. Moshe was
shown in Heaven a coin of fire. It can
burn and destroy. It can warm and light
the way. The word T'rumah itself in its
literal sense means to uplift and raise.
Wealth properly used and applied can be
the engine that propels all holy endeavors
forward. As it was in the time of Moshe,
so, too, does it remain one of the greatest
challenges in Jewish life.
Shabbat shalom!
Rabbi Berel Wein
OU ISRAEL CENTER
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Mara D'atra, Kehilat Zichron Yosef, Har Nof
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Is It A
Mitzvah To
Vote?

V

oter turnout for Israel's first
elections in 1949 was 86.9%,
but recent years have seen a
significant decline. This past April, only
68.5% of those eligible voted, and in
September's elections only 69.8% of
Israelis cast their ballots. With so many
crucial issues hanging in the balance
- national security, economic stability,
and education, to name just a few - it is
surprising more Israelis don't participate
in the elections.
But is it a Mitzvah to vote?
The story is told that a man once
approached Rav Avraham Yeshaya
Karelitz, the revered Chazon Ish, and
explained that he did not have enough
money to pay his taxes and would not be
allowed to vote in the upcoming elections.
The Chazon Ish asked the man if he owns
a pair of Tefillin. The man replied, "Of
course." The Chazon Ish then instructed
the man to sell his Tefillin and pay his
outstanding taxes so he would be allowed
to vote. The Chazon Ish explained, "You
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can borrow Tefillin from someone else,
but you can't borrow your right to vote
from someone else!”
While this story may sound extreme,
according to many authorities it is indeed
a mitzvah to vote.
The Torah commands: "You shall surely
set over yourself a king whom Hashem,
your G-d, shall choose..." (Devarim
17:15). In fact, according to the Rambam,
appointing a king is one of three mitzvot
to be fulfilled upon entering the Land
of Israel (Hilchot Melachim 1:1; Sefer
Hamitzvot, Aseh 173. See also Sanhedrin
20b; Sifrei, Re'eh).
But what about electing a body to
govern the modern State of Israel?
In a Teshuvah written to Rav Shlomo
Zalman Pines in 1916, Rav Avraham
Yitzchak Kook defends the creation of a
modern democratic state in Israel, even
without a king or Sanhedrin (Mishpat
Kohen 144).
Rav Kook argues that in the absence
of a Sanhedrin or a prophet, a king can
be appointed by “consent of the Jewish
Nation.” Rav Kook continues, “When there
is no king, since the laws of government
concern the general welfare of the Nation,
the rights of government return to the
Nation" (See Radbaz to Radbaz to Hilchot

Melachim 3:8, who also assumes a king
can be appointed by consent).
According to Rav Kook, the Jewish People
have the right to self-determination and
have the authority to create a government
at all times. He goes as far as saying that
“any lawmaker that arises in Israel has
the status of king concerning governing
the state.” He cites the Rambam (Hilchot
Sanhedrin 4:13), who rules that the Reish
Galuta (Exilarch) in Babylonia had the
status of king, and writes, “all the more
so when there are leaders chosen by the
Nation when she is in her sovereign land.”
Based on the above, it would appear
that according to Rav Kook electing a body
to govern the Jewish Nation is indeed a
fulfillment of the mitzvah to appoint a
king. (See also Rav Shaul Yisraeli, Amud
Hayemini 7).
In addition, the Torah (Devarim 16:18)
instructs us to "appoint judges and
officers in all of your cities," establishing
a just and equitable society. This mitzvah
includes creating a central supreme
court and local district courts, as well as
appointing officers to enforce the law.
Without a government, there would be
total anarchy. The Mishnah (Avot 3:2)
states: “Rabbi Chanina, deputy High
Priest, said: Pray for the welfare of the
government, for were it not for fear of it,
people would swallow one another alive."
A democratically elected government
ensures that no one "swallow one another
alive."
But beyond swallowing "one another
alive," a government ensures a quality of
OU ISRAEL CENTER
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life. Many pages in the Talmud discuss the
responsibility members of a community
have to their community and to one
another. The Talmud also describes the
responsibilities that officials have to
their community, and even the process
of electing community leaders and the
need for consensus. Rav Yitzchak, for
example, taught: "One may not appoint
a leader over the community unless it is
by consent of the community" (Berachot
55a). In fact, all decisions concerning the
community require a consensus and the
support of a majority (Rema, Choshen
Mishpat 163:1).
According to the Rashbah, the leaders
of a community need not be the wisest
sages, but rather the individuals that a
community elects to govern them. And
those elected leaders have significant
authority over the community (See Rema,
Choshen Mishpat 2:1).
On October 3, 1984, Rav Moshe Feinstein
penned a letter encouraging the Jewish
community to vote in the upcoming US
Presidential Elections. Rav Moshe wrote:
"A fundamental principle of Judaism is
hakaras hatov — recognizing benefits
afforded us and giving expression to our
appreciation. Therefore, it is incumbent
on each Jewish citizen to participate in
the democratic system which guards
the freedoms we enjoy. The most
fundamental responsibility incumbent on
each individual is to register and to vote.
Therefore, I urge all members of
the Jewish community to fulfill their
obligations by registering as soon as
64

TORAH TIDBITS / T'RUMAH 5780

possible, and by voting. By this, we can
express our appreciation and contribute
to the continued security of our
community.”
If Rav Moshe felt that a citizen of the
United States is obligated to perform his/
her civic duty and vote, all the more in
Israel, especially with all that is at stake.
And while the "heart of the King is in
the Hand of Hashem" (Mishlei 21:1), it is
in our hands to choose our leaders.
Among the many contemporary
authorities who rule that it is indeed a
mitzvah to vote in Israel's elections are
Rav Shmuel Eliyahu, Rav Shlomo Aviner,
Rav Ratzon Arusi, and Rav David Stav.
Before the elections for the First
Knesset in January 1949, a number of
leading rabbis issued a ‘Kol Koreh,’ urging
their flock to participate, and stating
that it is indeed a “Mitzvah to vote!” The
Belzer Rebbe, Rav Aharon Rokeach, was
approached by one of his chassidim who
asked, “Is it really a mitzvah? A mitzvah
like eating Matza?” The Belzer Rebbe
thought for a moment and quipped,
“Maybe more like eating Maror!” (See
Yosef Israel, Rescuing the Rebbe of Belz,
p. 497).
For many frustrated Israelis, voting in a
third round of elections feels like "eating
Maror." But exercising our civic duty and
participating in Israel's elections is both
an obligation and an opportunity to build
the Jewish State together, and ensure a
bright future for our children and their
children.

OU ISRAEL CENTER
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The Mishkan
Altar–
A Virtual
Gan Eden

This insightful idea is also alluded to
by the fact that the Altar was filled with
ADAMA, for the name of the original
human being, ADAM, also means Earth.
Kabbalistically, just as humanity was
formed from Altar-Earth, the Altar was
constructed out of the very humanity for
which it was built to atone.

“

Thus, when Adam was banished from
Gan Eden, the Torah says that he was
sent “to work the EARTH from which he
was taken” (Bereshis 3:23). We cultivate
the earth to grow the food that keeps us
alive, to produce the clothing that protects
our bodies, and to build the homes that
shelter and protect us from harm.

Why did Gd command that the Altar of
Atonement should be filled up with earth?
The Yerushalmi Nazir 7 and the Bereshis
Rabba 14 state that Gd created Adam out
of the very earth taken from the future
sight of the Altar. What is the meaning of
this profound teaching? The Lubavitcher
Rebbe explains that the meaning is that
Atonement and Tshuva is an intrinsic
aspect of our DNA (Divine Natural Ability)
going back to the first human being.

When we do all this in order to devote
ourselves to Torah and Mitzvot, we
elevate and sanctify the earth. This is
a way to rectify the sin of Adam and to
return symbolically to Gan Eden.

Gd tells Moshe, you must make the
Altar of hollow planks of wood…”
(Shemot 27:8) This Altar was situated
in the Courtyard, outside the Mishkan
itself. This wooden Altar was a hollow
structure that was filled up with earth
each time the Mishkan was set up.

BETWEEN YERUSHALAYIM AND CHEVRON
Experience and meet extraordinary places and
people of this most special part of Eretz Yisroel.
This is indeed a unique opportunity,
especially in the fabulous early Spring season
flowering magic!
Thursday, March 12
Depart: Inbal hotel, 8:30
Return 5:30
220 shekels.
shalompollack613@gmail.com
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Upper-left are three coins - one of gold,
one of silver, and one of copper/bronze - here
representing the 3 precious metals that were
collected for use in the construction of the
Mishkan and its furnishings <> To the right of
penny are two cabbages. In Hebrew - KRUV,
as in the K'RUVIM (cherubs) on the KAPORET
of the ARON <> Many of the other items in this
ParshaPix represent the materials that were
collected, and mentioned, in the beginning of
the sedra <> The gemstone represents the stones
for the CHOSHEN and the shoulder straps of
the EIFOD <> The gold rings stand for the rings
through which were inserted the carrying poles
of some of the furnishings of the Mishkan <> And
also, the rings that connected adjacent wallboards
- even though those rings were rectangular rather
than round <> The spools of thread represent the
different colored wool and linen that were used to
weave the coverings in the Mishkan. Also, to sew
together the panels of the Mishkan and the Ohel
<> Under the cabbages is a bouquet of flowers, in
Hebrew - ZEIR. That is the term used in the Torah
for the decorative border of gold that was made
for the ARON and the SHULCHAN <> The olive
oil represents the olive oil, which had several
purposes in the service of the Mikdash. Remember
that not only was olive oil used in the day-to-day
service of the Mikdash (for the lighting of the
Menora and as an ingredient in most Menachot),
it was also used to consecrate each vessel <> Next
to the olives is a tree and a log, standing (pun
intended, as in Atzei Shitim Om'dim) for the ATZEI
SHITIM, the acacia wood used extensively in the
construction of the Mishkan <> Below the olive
oil are representations of the three decorations of
the Menorah. The trophy cup is called a GAVI'A.
The computer key is KAFTOR and the flower is
the PERACH. The actual Menora shapes did not
necessarily resemble these, but the names match
<> Then there is a sewing machine to facilitate
various sewing jobs that were needed in the
Mishkan. Remember, weaving was the main
skill used to make the Mishkan (the first roof-like
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covering), but the 10 panels of the Mishkan were
sewn together, as were the 11 panels of the Ohel
covering <> To the right of the sewing machine is a
column or pillar, of which there were many in the
Mishkan - to support the PAROCHET, the covering
of the entrance of the Mishkan, the curtains of
the courtyard, and the entrance to the courtyard.
Many AMUDIM <> To the column's right and
under the bouquet is a frame, MISGERET in
Hebrew. The word is used in the description of
the SHULCHAN <> In the frame is a mortarboard,
graduation cap. It stands for the wisdom that
G-d endowed Shlomo with (mentioned in the
beginning of the haftara for T'ruma <> Matza
with a face is LECHEM HAPANIM, which reminds
us that those special loaves were halachic matza
- not Chametz <> Notebook is MACHBERET, a
term used in the sedra <> The computer screen is
called a MASACH in Hebrew. The Biblical use of
the word applied to the curtains that covered the
entrance to the Mishkan and to the courtyard of
the Mishkan <> Flag of Lebanon, reminding us of
the Cedars of Lebanon mentioned in the Haftara
<> An ax is GARZEN, mentioned in the haftara,
the sound of which was not heard in the Temple
area during construction... <> In the upper-right
corner is our old friend, MUREX TRUNCULUS, the
snail from which the T'CHELET and ARGAMAN
dye for the Mishkan and garments of the Kohein
Gadol (regular kohanim too, according to the
opinion that their AVNEIT was also multi-colored)
was and is extracted. This dye is used today by
many people for the P'til T'cheilet of their tzitzit
<> VI is 6 in Roman numerals. 6 is SHEISH, which
also means linen in the context of Parshat T'ruma
<> The B'SAMIM box represents the B'SAMIM
that was collected for the anointing oil and the
Ketoret <> The two good looking young fellows
are grandson Dvir, which is one of the names for
the Kodshei Kodashim. The other is grandson
Shoham, as in the stones that were used for the
EIFOD and the CHOSHEN. In addition, Shoham
and his parents and younger sister live on Rechov
Leshem (another stone of the Choshen) cor. Avnei
HaChoshen, in Modi'in <> The optical illusion in
the lower-right has a dot which either looks like it
is inside or outside the box. The ARON was plated
inside and out with gold <> Velcro represents
the button & loop method of joining parts of the
fabrics <> Rabbi Sholom Gold, dean of the Silver
Jerusalem College for Adults - so he points to both
Au & Ag <> and solve the new element between
thread and sewing machine

T'RUMA - not truma and not teruma

RASHAM B'DAT HAKEIL...
One of the three mitzvot in Parshat
T'ruma is the requirement/procedure in
the Mikdash to put LECHEM HAPANIM
(12 'breads') on the SHULCHAN each
week on Shabbat where they remain
until the following Shabbat. Aside from
this being a mitzva in the Mikdash, this
mitzva also makes the statement that
we should not view food as only the
physical necessity that the rest of the
world sees it as, but rather we are
challenged to add a spiritual dimension
to even this most basic of our human
activities. Lechem HaPanim are the
symbol; our laws of kashrut, brachot,
and more, help us achieve the spiritual
levels of this concept. In the Shabbat
Z'mira KI ESHM'RA SHABBAT (see title
of this piece), we sing that G-d gave a
Torah-mitzva to the Kohanim to put
Lechem HaPanim on the Shulchan on
Shabbat. THEREFORE, we are forbidden
to fast on Shabbat (except for Yom
Kippur) according to our Sages. In other
words, G-d did not include a food in the
Temple service just to feed the
Kohanim. G-d is showing us the
potential spirituality of food. Take this
lesson, He says, from the Mikdash into
your homes. Food is not incidental to

Shabbat; it is a significant part of our
observance of Shabbat. We can see this
from the earlier (Parshat B’shalach)
introduction of Shabbat to the people of
Israel. We were first taught Shabbat in
the context of the manna. “And Moshe
said - Eat it TODAY, for TODAY is
Shabbat to HaShem, TODAY you will not
find it in the field.” (This pasuk is the
basis of having three Shabbat meals on
Shabbat.) As significant to Jewish Life
as is fasting, so too is eating. It is part of
our Judaism, not just a physical need we
have to satisfy. It follows that we should
have this in mind when we eat meals or
even snack. Don't just feed your face feed your soul.

CALENDAR OBSERVATION
This year, Purim is on a Tuesday for the
rest of the world and on Wednesday in
Yerushalayim. But you might remember
that four of the past five years, Purim
was Thursday and Friday. That gave us
lots of practice in Yerushalayim in
having morning seuda (or otherwise).
Next year, we are scheduled to have
regular Purim on Friday and Purim
M'shulash (Trippple Purim) in Yerushalayim. Details to follow IY"H in about
a year from now.

www.ttidbits.com

Hard copy content plus a lot more!
The website has all the content of the
hard copy, plus articles that didn't make
it into print, longer Sedra Summary, more
SDTs, other features...
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Symbols of
Hope
ָח ִצי
ֵ ְא ָּמה ו
ַ ָח ִצי ָא ְר ּכוֹ ו
ֵ ֲצי ִׁש ִּטים ַא ָּמ ַתיִם ו
ֵ ּׂו אֲרוֹן ע
ְעש
ָו
.ָֹח ִצי ק ָֹמתו
ֵ ְא ָּמה ו
ַ ָר ְח ּבוֹ ו
And they shall make an ark of acacia
wood, two and a half cubits its length, a
cubit and a half its width, and a cubit and
a half its height. (Ex. 25:10)
A person needs to have hope. Cedar wood
was used to build the Mishkan, and our
sages tell us that Jacob brought these trees
when he moved from the Land of Israel to
Egypt. He told his sons, “My children, in
the future you will be redeemed from this
land and God will command you to build
the Mishkan. Plant trees now so that when
God will instruct you to build it, the trees
will be ready.” Why could they not simply
buy the wood from the local population
where the trees were already growing?
Why did Jacob need the inconvenience of
bringing them from the Land of Israel?
We are meant to learn something from
this. Jacob wanted to raise the spirits of
the Jewish slaves in Egypt and give them a
symbol of hope and optimism. Whenever
they would see the cedar trees during the
long, dark years of slavery, they would be
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reminded of Jacob, of their destiny, and of
the promise that they would be redeemed.
Lofty ideas about the future are fine, but
a person needs to see something tangible
with his own eyes as well.

He would often go on hunger
strikes as part of his protest
A modern-day illustration of this point
can be seen from Natan Sharansky. He
was the most famous Prisoner of Zion and
was let out of the Soviet Union and allowed
to move to Israel in 1986. Sharansky was
the symbol of the struggle for freedom
who spent many years incarcerated in
jail, often in solitary confinement, under
the most trying conditions. He would
often go on hunger strikes as part of his
protest for freedom – he fasted for a total
of four hundred days throughout his
incarceration. When asked what gave him
strength, Sharansky replied, “My small
book of Psalms. It was not me who carried
it, the Psalms carried me.”
Sivan Rahav-Meir is an Israeli journalist,
currently on shlichut of World Mizrahi
movement to the US. She is the author
of #Parasha and Reaching to Heaven
(Artscroll). To receive her daily insight on
the portion of the week, text your name to:
972-58-679-9000

Rabbi Kolatch’s Shiur
Wednesday, February 26th,
is sponsored לעילוי נשמת
ר’ יהודא לייב בן ר’ נתן דוד מפרדווא ז”ל
beloved Father of Brenda Kolatch on
his 24th yahrzeit  ג אדר- My Father was
a true ’עובד ה, may he continue to serve
as a model to us all

פרשת השבוע
l

Rabbi Nadel’s Shiur
Wednesday, February 19,
was sponsored by Lizzie Rubin
in loving Memory of her Father,
Yechiel ben Dov z”l
on his 19th Yahrzeit 24 Shvat Yechiel Ben Dov was a Holocaust
survivor and a real hero. Born
in Galicia, went through many
labor camps and Bergen Belsen.
He saved many friends by bribing the
Ukrainian guard in his labor camp.
He had a smile for everyone. Took his
yiddishkeit seriously. Was an honest,
and very generous ehrliche Yid.
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Rabbi Chaim
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WEDNESDAY
EVENINGS

8:00 - 9:00 pm (followed by Maariv)
Shir Hadash, 1 Yaakov Rubin Street
(off of Graetz), Jerusalem

For more details contact
ATID at 02-567-1719
or atid@atid.org

www.atid.org/shiur
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Rabbi Shai Finkelstein’s Shiur
Thursday, March 5th,
is sponsored Anonymously
To sponsor a shiur - please contact
Chana Spivack, cspivack@ouisrael.org
or 050-229-4951
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Trees, Visions,
& Torah
Scrolls

A

couple of weeks ago I gave a lecture
to a group of women. They asked
what week I would be writing
next in Torah Tidbits. When I told them
that it would for T'rumah, some women
gave me suggestions for possible recipes
to include this week, most of them were
very colorful. (BTW: I’m always happy
to receive suggestions for recipes that
would be relevant for a specific portion).
They also were curious to know what I
was going to write about in this week’s
column. I must admit, that at the time I had
no clue. Then I came across an amazing
Rashi on the verse “ATZEI SHITIM OMDIM
- And you should make the boards for the
tabernacle of acacia-wood, standing up”
(26:15).
The verse starts by saying “VASITA
ET HKRASHIM – you should make the
boards”. Rashi asks why the verse says to
make the boards instead of just boards?
With the added letter “H” it seems that
there is something special about these
boards. Rashi brings the Tanchuma that
says, yes, these were special boards.
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Yaakov, having descended into Egypt,
knew that the slavery would begin soon.
He also knew that the nation would be
redeemed and they would eventually
build the Mishkan. So he planted cedar
trees in Egypt. Why? He was a visionary.
He wanted those trees to be ready for the
Jews to take with them during the Exodus
from Egypt , to be brought along to be
used for building the Mishkan. That’s
amazing! Such planning for the future.
Such a great way to instil hope into his
children, before they even became slaves,
that the nation would survive their time in
Egypt, and that God would want to have a
relationship with them.
This Rashi really inspired me – especially
when I heard the story of the Hachnasat
Sefer Torah done in the yeshuv of Bruchin
by a 15 year old boy, Nave Schindler. He
was 10 years old when the three boys
were kidnapped and murdered in Israel.
In those dark days of despair he decided
that he would have a sefer Torah written
in their memory. But how would he pay
for the Torah scroll? Then and there he
started selling candies. It took him 5 years
of hard work to raise the 100,000 NIS to
pay for the Torah scroll– but just a few
weeks ago Nave wrote the last letters to
complete that Torah. The parents of the
boys said it was the most inspirational
memorial service they had ever been to

for their sons
As much as people complain about
the lack of leadership today – we can
console ourselves with the knowledge that
there are people out there, such as Nave
Schindler, who walk in the ways of Yaakov
Avinu to have the vision to see better days
in the future – and to work towards those
days.

RECIPES
When I was a kid we always called
broccoli “trees”. So this week’s recipe has
broccoli in it since we talked about the
trees used in the mishkan.

CHICKEN & RICE WITH
BROCCOLI “ TREES”
1 skinless, boneless chicken breast,
diced
1 tsp. minced garlic
1 1/2 c. chicken broth
1 c broccoli, florets
1 red pepper, cut into thin strips
1 yellow squash, thinly sliced
1/4 tsp. black pepper
2 c. cooked rice
In a deep skillet, heat chicken, garlic,
broth, red pepper and squash to boiling.
Stir in pepper and reduce heat. Simmer
uncovered for 5-10 minutes. Stir in broccoli
and rice and cook covered another 5
minutes. Add some boiled water if needed
so it doesn’t burn.
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054-9894707
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ARNONA- 4 bedrooms, 126 m, nicest in Arnona, renovated, breath-taking view, sukkah porch, spacious living
room, Shabbat elevator, 2 parking spots, large machsan,
central A/C, private heating
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rights, 2 Sukka porches 100 m, authentic Arab house, 4 air
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THE NEW OLD PATH
BY RABBI BENJI LEVY
CEO Of Mosaic United

Inside Out

G

od commands the Jewish people to
establish a dwelling place for him:
‘make for me a Sanctuary – so that I
may dwell within them’ (Ex. 25:8). The use
of the word ‘them’ seems strange. Surely,
having begun by specifically referring
to the Sanctuary, the Torah should read
‘so that I may dwell within it’ i.e. within
the sanctuary, as opposed to dwelling
‘within them’ to be grammatically sound?
Why the use of a plural term, when the
sentence begins in singular form?
The Torah does not use a singular term
since God is not referring to dwelling in
one specifically constructed physical
location. Rather, God is implying ‘among
the Jewish people’ (Or HaChayim 25:8).
God is commanding the Jewish people to
create a space among the people, between
and within their camps, in which He can
dwell. As such, the commandment to
build a sanctuary is more about God’s
desire to be close to His nation wherever
they sojourn, than about constructing a
physical place for Him to dwell.
The Kotzker Rebbe has a somewhat
different interpretation of this command.
When asked where it is that God dwells,
he answers, wherever we let God in. It is
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up to each of us to make space for God in
our lives, in our homes and in our hearts.
If we can create the space and opportunity
for God to enter, enter he shall. Thus,
according to the Kotzker Rebbe, the
purpose behind the plural language in
the commandment: is to teach us that
each member of the Jewish people is
obligated to build a personal sanctuary in
their heart, so that God will dwell within
them (Rav Menachem Mendel of Kotzk,
Itturei Torah).
These
interpretations
of
God’s
command to us to create a sanctuary for
Him, leave us with the question of how.
In what way should we be creating such
an internal sanctuary? Some remarkable
nuances in the construction of the ark
which contains the Ten Commandments,
the moral code of the Jewish people,
serve as a blueprint for how we should
construct this personal sanctuary for God
within each of us.
When talking about the Ark, the Torah
says, ‘you shall cover it with pure gold,
from the inside and from the outside you
shall cover it’ (Ex. 25:11). This description
begs a few questions. First, why does the
Torah initially refer to the inside and
only afterwards to the outside? Secondly,
why does the inside of the ark need to be
covered with gold at all? Surely, we only
see the outside and thus only the outside

needs to be decorated.
The Talmud expounds on this verse,
‘any student of wisdom whose interior
does not match his exterior is not a
student of wisdom’ (Tractate Yoma 72b).
Thus, the gold is required both on the
inside and outside because it is imperative
that both are congruent. Just as the ark,
which symbolizes Torah knowledge, has
gold on both the inside and the outside, so
too a Torah scholar should not just speak
wisdom on the outside, but internalize it
on the inside.
The Torah says, ‘from the inside and
from the outside’, in that order because
we must start from the inside. We
must start by first perfecting ourselves
internally and only then, match our
internal reality with external messages.
The Torah specifies ‘pure gold’ because
the values that we build on the inside and
reflect on the outside should be sincere,
pure ones.
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By identifying these pure values,
building them within and letting them
radiate out, ultimately, we can transform
ourselves into a fitting sanctuary where
God can comfortably dwell within us as
individuals and a collective.
Stay in touch with @RabbiBenji and
learn more at www.RabbiBenji.com
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The first vessel of the Mishkan Hashem
commands Moshe to create is the Aron.
For the subsequent vessels, Hashem
instructs Moshe using the word va’asita –
and you shall make. Yet the word used by
the Aron is va’asu – and they shall make.
Why is this plural form used specifically
for the Aron when Hashem is seemingly
commanding an individual person,
Moshe?

craftsman. What should the remainder of
B’nei Yisrael do? The midrash continues to
explain that there is another level. Those
that didn’t have the craftsmanship needed
could still help Bezalel, the Chief Building
Officer. They could bring him his tools
and a glass of water when he needed. And
that is how they too could be a part of the
Aron’s construction. Yet there were still
others within the nation, perhaps the sick
and elderly. How could they be involved?
The midrash gives one final level for
such individuals: they should have intent
to be a part of the making of the Aron.
Even in the situation where they couldn’t
practically be there, they should want to
be a part of it.

The Ramban answers, quoting the
Midrash Rabba, that all of B’nei Yisrael
were indeed commanded to take part in
the building of the Aron. Those that could
help with the formation of gold and wood
should do so. However not all were skilled

NCSY Israel is an organization
dedicated to building holy vessels – to
inspiring Jewish youth, a task so crucial it
demands the involvement of the broader
community. Each person will need to
define their own level of support and
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there will be some who practically cannot
be actively involved at the moment. But
it is important to realize that when faced
with a crucial mission, we should all want
to help in any way we can.

Shoham Orzach
10th Grade,
Jerusalem
Ve’asu Li Mikdash
Ve’shachanti Be’tocham
After giving the Torah at Sinai G-d
asks Moshe to make him a Sanctuary, a
portable tent-like spiritual place in the
midst of the desert where He can dwell in.
All of Israel were instructed to contribute
toward the Mishkan. This commandment
in Parashat T'rumah says “Ve’asu Li
Mikdash VeShachanti BeTocham”. The
verse does not say “and I will dwell
within it,” rather it says, “and I will dwell
within them,” within each and every one
of them. This shows us that in addition to
building the physical Mishkan, Hashem
wants every Jew to make himself and his
home a holy place so that He can dwell
among us.
The building of the Mishkan is the
model of how we should build our life.
The Mishkan has to be built with physical
instruments. It teaches us to use the
tools around us for Avodat Hashem.
Many of the Mitzvot are done with
physical things such as Etrog, Candles,
and Tefilin. The heart of the Mishkan is
Kodesh Hakodashim, where the ark of
the covenant was kept. And so should be
in our own personal life and as a nation.

The study of the Torah should be in the
center of our life and our house, because
wherever the Torah is, that is where G-d
is. Above the ark the two Keruvim do not
look away but face each other. It teaches
us about forgiveness and Ahavat Israel.
The table in the Jewish home is compared
to the altar and the Shabbat candles to the
menorah. The more we are connected to
Torah and Mitzvot, the more we will reach
Kedusha and be filled with happiness,
life, and prosperity.
“VeAsu Li Mikdash” is a commandment
for generations. When the first Temple
was completed, King Solomon received a
prophecy from G-d: “this house which you
are building, if you walk in My statutes,
and execute My ordinances, and keep all
My commandments to walk in them; then
will I establish My word with you, which
I spoke to David your father. And I will
dwell among the children of Israel, and
will not forsake My people, Israel.” This
is the power of each and every Jew: to
be a “Mishkan” for G-d by following the
Mitzvot.
-----------------------------------NCSY Israel is the premier organization
in Israel, dedicated to connect, inspire, and
empower teen olim to the Land of Israel by
encouraging passionate Judaism through
Torah and Tradition. Find out more at
israel.ncsy.org
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