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WORD OF THE   MONTH 
Last op for KL this month is Friday night, June 5th - all night. Most KL-saying people will have 
already said it this past Motza"Sh, as is the common custom. (MY people had said it Monday night, 
May 25th.) Our reminders and pitch for KL, will hopefully result in some new KL-sayers. Usually, KL 
is NOT said on Leil Shabbat or Yom Tov. However, when it is the last op, KL can (and should) be said 
on then. On another note: Pesach and Sukkot each have Chol HaMoed, which, in the time of the 

Beit HaMikdash, was a busy time for Korbanot from people who came to Yerushalayim for the Regel. Shavuot, only 
one day, was followed by another six days, when many korbanot were brought. The first week day (like this past 
Sunday), was called Yom Tavo'ach and the next days were called Tashlumin.
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RANGES ARE 11 DAYS, WED-SHABBAT
11 - 21 SIVAN  (JUNE 3-13)

Earliest Talit & T'filin        4:36-4:34am
Sunrise                                              5:34-5:33am
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(Magen Avraham: 8:22-8:22am)
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ALIYA-BY-ALIYA  
SEDRA SUMMARY

[P> X:Y (Z)] and [S> X:Y (Z)] indicate 
start of a parsha p’tucha or s’tuma. X:Y is 
Perek:Pasuk of the Parsha’s beginning; 

(Z) is the number of p’sukim in the 
parsha.

Numbers in [square brackets] are the 
Mitzva-count of Sefer HaChinuch AND 
Rambam’s Sefer HaMitzvot. A=ASEI; 
L=LAV (prohibition). X:Y is the perek & 
pasuk from which the mitzva comes. 

KOHEN FIRST ALIYA                     
14 P'SUKIM - 8:1-14

[P> 8:1 (4)] Aharon is instructed to tend 
the lamps of the Menora.

SDT
Rashi explains the 
connection between this 
portion and that of the gifts 

of the N'SI'IM at the end of Parshat Naso. 
Aharon, as leader of the tribe of Levi, was 
embarrassed that he had not offered gifts 
for the dedication of the Mishkan as did 
the other leaders. G-d is telling him that 
his gift - daily service in the Mishkan - is 
far greater than the other gifts. Theirs are 
material and transitory; his is spiritual & 
permanent.

The MITZVA to tend and light the Menora 
is recorded and counted elsewhere in the 
Torah. This fact makes the DRASHOT 
explaining the connection to Parshat 
N'si'im stand out all the more, since, on a 
P'SHAT level, it is sort of redundant (not 

STATS

MITZVOT

36th of the 54 sedras; 3rd of 10 in B'midbar

Written on 240 lines, ranks 10

16 Parshiyot; 11 open, 5 closed

One of the parshiyot (a S'TUMA) is separated 
from the parshiyot before and after it by 
more than blank space (as is usual) - namely, 
backwards NUNs. Consequently, it is the 
"loneliest", most isolated of all parshiyot in 
the Torah

136 p'sukim, ranks 11th, 4th in Bamid.

1840 words, ranks 12th, 3rd in Bamid.

7055 letters, ranks 12th, 4th in Bamid.

5 mitzvot; 3 positives, 2 prohibitions.

To illustrate the "lopsided" distribution of 
mitzvot in the Torah, B'haalot'cha has more 
mitzvot than 28 other sedras, and fewer 
mitzvot than 25 sedras. Only 5 mitzvot and 
it's in the top half.

B’HAALOT’CHA
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ALIYA-BY-ALIYA  
SEDRA SUMMARY

[P> X:Y (Z)] and [S> X:Y (Z)] indicate 
start of a parsha p’tucha or s’tuma. X:Y is 
Perek:Pasuk of the Parsha’s beginning; 

(Z) is the number of p’sukim in the 
parsha.

Numbers in [brackets] are the Mitzva- 
count of Sefer HaChinuch AND Rambam’s 
Sefer HaMitzvot. A=ASEI (positive mitzva); 
L=LAV (prohibition). X:Y is the perek and 
pasuk from which the mitzva comes.

SHISHI SIXTH ALIYA         
44 P'SUKIM - 9:18-10:32 

SECOND LONGEST SHISHI IN THE TORAH

quite) in B'haalot'cha. Ramban sees in this 
portion an allusion to a future generation 
when descendants of Aharon (the 
Hasmoneans) (re)dedicated the Mikdash 
by lighting the Menora (which also lasts 
much longer than Mishkan-related gifts).

If we look at the two topics that flank 
Bamidbar 7, we find the two Mikdash 
practices that survive until this day (as 
opposed to the short-lived nature of the 
gifts described in chapter 7) - Birkat 
Kohanim, still practiced daily (in Eretz 
Yisrael) as commanded by the Torah, and 
the Menora, commemorated by the yearly 
observance of Chanuka. This perhaps is 
part of G-d's message to Aharon.

All-in-all, this opening parsha is a strong 
“REMEZ to Chanuka from the Torah”. 
And the point is driven home by the fact 
that the haftara of B'haalot'cha is also the 
haftara for Shabbat Chanuka. (And the 
beginning of this week's sedra is part of the 
Torah reading of the 8th day of Chanuka.)

The Menora is described again with 
specific reference to the wicks (flames) of 
the lamps facing the "face (central stalk) of 
the Menora".

SDT
From the terms 
B'HAALOT'CHA and HE'ELA 
NEIROTEHA, Rashi teaches 

us that there was a step stool of sorts in 
front of the Menorah which the Kohein 
tending and lighting the Menorah 
ascended for that purpose.

Commentaries ask why this was 
necessary, since the Menorah was 18 
T'fachim tall. That's three Amot, approx. 

JLEM 02-628-8282 I TLV 03-720-8000
tzviair.com

THE BEST DESIGN, ENGINEERING
AND INSTALLATION OF AIR 
CONDITIONING SYSTEMS.

JUST ASK ANY OF OUR
THOUSANDS OF HAPPY CLIENTS.



8     TORAH TIDBITS / B’HAALOT’CHA 5780

170cm, a height that a man would not 
need a step stool to reach.

The answer is that the Kohein Gadol 
was forbidden to raise his hands above 
the TZITZ he wore on his forehead 
and the step stool prevented him from 
inadvertantly raising his hands too high.

[P> 8:5 (18)] Next G-d commands Moshe 
to separate the Leviyim from among the 
People and to purify them. Ritual waters, 
shaving their hair (Rashi explains that as 
an atonement for the firstborns whom the 
Leviyim replaced, they were considered 
to have a ritual impurity akin to that of 
M’TZORA, hence the shaving of all bodily 
hair as part of their purification process), 
cleansing their clothes, and various 
sacrifices and ceremonies accomplish this 
command of "separation of the Leviyim".

LEVI SECOND ALIYA                  
12 P'SUKIM - 4:38-49

After the above procedures, the Leviyim 
are qualified to perform their holy tasks 
in the Mikdash as aides to the Kohanim. 
They, instead of the firstborns of Israel, 
shall function in the Mikdash.

The Torah explains that the sacred 
functions were originally to be performed 
by firstborns who were sanctified as a 
result of their being spared in Egypt. (The 

special position of the firstborn actually 
predates the Egypt experience.) As a result 
of the sin of the Golden Calf, the Leviyim, 
who unanimously reacted in defense of 
G-d's honor, were taken by Him in lieu of 
the firstborns of all the Tribes.

Moshe, Aharon and the People of Israel 
did to/with the Leviyim as Moshe was 
instructed. After purification, the Leviyim 
were to come to the Mishkan to "report 
for duty".

[S> 8:23 (4)] From age 25 until 50, the 
Levi was eligible for Mishkan service. 
(From 25 the Levi studied and trained for 
Temple service, at 30 he began serving. 
Age 50 was the retirement age for the 
"carrying chores", but the singing and 
guarding functions of the Levi continued 
beyond that age. Note too that the carrying 
"thing" was only during the time of the 
portable Mishkan and has no relevance to 
the Beit HaMikdash.)

SHLISHI THIRD ALIYA                 
14 P'SUKIM - 9:1-14

[P> 9:1 (8)] G-d spoke to Moshe in 
the Sinai wilderness during Nissan of 
the second year from the Exodus. He 
commanded/reminded him to tell the 
People to bring the Korban Pesach. The 
Torah records that on the 14th of Nissan 
in the afternoon, the first annual Korban 
Pesach was indeed brought as was 
commanded.

This Pesach and Pesach Sheni episode 
occurred before the counting of the 
People recorded in the opening portion of 

EFRAT
02-5454500www.efrat.org.il

Save a Life - Gain yours
1 of 76,902
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Bamidbar. It was not placed at the beginning 
of the book because it is embarrassing to 
the People of Israel that they (we) only 
brought this one Korban Pesach during 
the entire Wilderness period. This was due 
to the decision not to circumcise the males 
born in the Midbar since traveling (which 
was always a possibility) might put the 
babies at risk. Nonetheless, the fact that 
no KP was done during the Midbar period 
except for the first year, is considered a 
shame to the People of Israel. This is one 
explanation to the episodes being out of 
order. OTOH, if it is so that the mitzva of 
Korban Pesach really applied only after 
entry into Eretz Yisrael, then we'd say that 
this first annual KP was an exception and 
that we'd need another explanation as to 
why the census is recorded first. And such 
explanations exist.

Then the Torah tells us that there were 
people who were ritually unclean and 
thus unable to participate in the Korban 
Pesach. They approached Moshe and 
complained that it was unfair that they 
were unable to join in this mitzva with 
the rest of the People.

Moshe called upon G-d to answer their 
"complaint".

It is likely that the people who were 
Tamei on the 14th of Nissan were the 
cousins of Nadav and Avihu, who tended 
to their bodies on the 8th of Nissan, when 
they (Nadav and Avihu) were stricken 
dead for bringing a "strange fire" into 
the Mishkan. The 14th of Nissan would 
be their 7th day of impurity and as such 
would be ineligible to partake of the 

Eiferman Properties Ltd.
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specific "excuses" for not bringing KP, 
anyone who did not bring KP for any 
reason - even including intentionally - is 
eligible and obligated (men are obligated; 
KP2 is optional for women) to bring Pesach 
Sheni. This Divine “second chance” is 
available EVEN to the intentional violator. 
There are distinctions concerning Kareit 
depending upon why a person did not do 
Korban Pesach the first and the second 
time.

The Torah once again emphasizes that 
there is one law for the born-Jew and the 
convert.

R'VI'I FOURTH ALIYA                 
19 P'SUKIM - 9:15-10:10

[S> 9:15 (9)] From the day that the 
Mishkan was erected, it was covered by 
a heavenly Cloud during the day and a 
fiery cloud at night. Only when the cloud 
would lift would the People travel. And 
when the cloud rested, the People would 
camp. It happened that sometimes the 
People traveled a few hours after they 
had camped; sometimes they stayed in 
one place for a period of days or months 
or years. By G-d's command the People 
camped and by G-d's command the 
People would travel.

Koraban Pesach (even though they could 
be Tahor by nightfall). In other words, 
being Tahor for the eating of KP is not 
enough to permit participation in KP - one 
needs to be Tahor when the KP is offered 
in the afternoon of the 14th.

It is important to understand that 
the laws of Pesach Sheni are part of the 
original Torah miSinai. However, they 
were not revealed to the People until this 
point. And it was done at this point to 
honor those who "complained".

Contrast this kind of complaining with 
the other kind that unfortunately occurs 
too many times in Bamidbar.

[P> 9:9 (6)] A person who is "tamei" or far 
away from the Mikdash and is unable to 
bring KP shall bring a KP on the afternoon 
of the 14th of Iyar [380, A57 9:11] and eat 
it that night [381, A58 9:11] with matza 
and maror. Nothing of it may be left over 
for the morning [382, L119 9:12] and no 
bone of it may be broken [383, L122 9:12]; 
all rules of KP apply to this Pesach Sheni 
(actually there are differences concerning 
peripheral details, but the korbanot 
themselves are the same). Intentionally 
not bringing KP is punishable by "karet" 
(excision).

Although the Torah mentions two 

Mazal Tov
to Marvin & Tirtza Jotkowitz

on the birth of a
 Great Granddaughter,

daughter of
Miri & Yossi Fireman

Mazal Tov
to Yoel and Daniella Sterman & 

Sara and Dr. Dan Berelowitz on the Birth 
and Brit of their son (grandson) 

Lavi Yehudah
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SDT
The pasuk (9:18) says: "AL PI 
HASHEM (by the word of 
G-d) the People of Israel 

shall travel, and by G-d's word they shall 
camp." The SHLA"H HAKADOSH writes 
that this is the source for the concept that 
a person should use the phrases Im 
Yirtzeh HaShem, Baruch HaShem, B'ezrat 
HaShem, and the like whenever he speaks 
of doing something. Our travels and every 
activity should also be AL PI HASHEM.

[P> 10:1 (10)] G-d commanded Moshe 
to fashion two silver trumpets to be used 
to assemble the People (or their leaders) 
and to signal their movement. The T'KI'A 
sound on both trumpets was a call for 
everyone to gather to Moshe. The T'KI'A on 
one trumpet was a call to the leaders of the 
people. The T'RU'A sound indicated that 
traveling was to commence - one T'RU'A 
(with T'KI'A before and after) for each 
camp (of three tribes each). Kohanim are 
charged with the mitzva of sounding the 
trumpets when called for.

The above-mentioned purposes of the 
trumpets applied to the generation of the 
wilderness only, but the mitzva for future 
generations concerning the trumpets is as 
follows:

When the People enter the Land of 
Israel, the trumpets are to be used during 
times of troubles and on festive occasions 
during Temple service [384, A59 10:9,10].

MITZVAWATCH

When does the mitzva apply? The 
blowing of the CHATZOTZROT in the 
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Beit HaMikdash, to accompany certain 
korbanot, obviously applies when we have 
the Beit HaMikdash.

What about the blowing during times 
of crises? Some authorities hold that the 
mitzva does not apply in our time - only at 
the time of the Mikdash. Some say that this 
aspect of the mitzva would apply in our time 
except that we do not know how to make 
the Chatzotzrot, and therefore we cannot 
fulfill this mitzva on that "technicality". 
Others disagree and hold that the mitzva 
of blowing in times of trouble DOES apply 
and we use CHATZOTZROT made today to 
the best of our knowledge and ability.

Rabbi J. David Bleich in his Contemporary 
Halachic Problems mentions a fascinating 
opinion on this topic. Rather than Eretz 
Yisrael per se or the Mikdash being a pre-
requisite for this mitzva (the blowing in 
times of national crisis aspect of the mitzva), 
it is Jewish sovereignty in Eretz Yisrael that 
activates the mitzva. Therefore, according 
to this opinion, we have a mitzva - maybe 
the only one - that reactivated for us on a 
D'Oraita level, in 1948.

In fact, the Rabbinate in Israel has, on 
occasion, decreed that the Chatzotzrot 
(from the Temple Institute in the Old City) 
and Shofar (many) be blown during times 
of national peril.

May we be privileged to the reactivation 

of the full mitzva of the CHATZOTZROT, 
and may we soon hear their happy blasts 
in the Beit HaMikdash, במהרה בימינו ,אמן.

Baal HaTurim comments that the two 
Chatzotzrot correspond to Avraham and 
Yaakov, each of whom fought successful 
battles.

He also says that the Chatzotzrot were 
silver and not gold, so as not to remind G-d 
(so to speak) of the KOL HAAM B'REI'O, the 
sound of the people shouting, associated 
with the golden calf.

CHAMISHI 5TH ALIYA                  
24 P'SUKIM - 10:11-34

[P> 10:11 (18)] On the 20th of Iyar in the 
year following the Exodus, the Cloud lifted 
from the Mishkan (for the first time). The 
People of Israel traveled through the Sinai 
wilderness and the Cloud rested in the 
Paran Desert. First in line to travel was the 
"flag-camp" of Yehuda consisting of the 
Tribes of Yehuda, Yissachar and Zevulun. 
The Mishkan was dismantled and the Levi-
families of Gershon and M'rari followed 
with their ladened, covered wagons. Then 
came the grouping of Reuven, Shimon and 
Gad. Then the Levi family of K'hat carrying 
the sacred vessels followed. Next came 
Efrayim, Menashe, and Binyamin followed 
by the "camp collectors", Dan, Asher and 
Naftali. (This description conforms to the 
simple reading of the text and one of the 
Talmudic opinions as to how the people 
traveled in the Midbar - viz. linearly. There 
is another opinion that they traveled as 
they camped, in the square formation.)

Mazal Tov
to Rabbi Chaim & Tova Dovrat and family 

on the birth of a great grandson
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[S> 10:29 (6)] Moshe informs his father-
in-law Yitro (here called Chovav) of Israel's 
traveling plans and asks him to come 
along. Yitro declines the invitation and 
returns to his home.

The People travel from Sinai for three 
days, led by the Aron which was 'searching' 
for a resting place, so to speak. G-d's Cloud 
accompanied and protected them.

At this point in the Torah, we are 13 
months out of Egypt and neither the 
people nor Moshe Rabeinu have done 
what later caused them to be barred from 
entry into Eretz Yisrael. After Moshe talks 
to Yitro, it was supposed to be a three-day 
trip (condensed into one day) to bring us 
WITH Moshe, into Eretz Yisrael.

But then we started messing things up.

SHISHI SIXTH ALIYA                  
31 P'SUKIM - 10:35-11:29

[*S*> 10:35 (2)] The two special p'sukim 
about the moving and resting of the 
Aron are quoted in our davening when 
the Torah is taken out and returned 
to the Ark. In the Torah, this 2-pasuk 
portion is flanked by the letters NUN 
written backwards. This serves to "split 
the Book of Bamidbar into separate 
books". Rashi indicates that this portion 
does not belong here and the unusual 
"scribal brackets" indicate its abnormal 
placement. Other commentaries point 
out that the split in the book is between 
the "good stuff" in the first part and the 
"bad episodes" in the second part.

Hosting a Simcha?
Save Time, Money & Effort

LD Events
Lenny Davidman

Office: (02) 673-0721
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[P> 11:1 (15)] Next follows another "black 
period" in the early history of the Nation - 
the Complaints. The People complained 
and were punished by fire. Moshe pleaded 
for the people and G-d stopped the 
punishing fire. They complained about 
the Manna and demanded meat. With 
great chutzpa, they remembered the fish 
and other "fine foods" they ate in Egypt. 
And they disparaged the wonderful, 
miraculous sustenance from G-d. This 
angered (so to speak) G-d greatly. Even 
Moshe Rabeinu complained about G-d's 
anger with the People and expressed his 
difficulty in handling the People alone. 
Moshe also questioned where he would 
possibly be able to get enough meat to 
satisfy the People's demands.

[P> 11:16 (7)] G-d told Moshe to gather 70 
elders who would help ease the burden of 
leadership. G-d would instill in them the 
Divine Insight so that Moshe would not 
have to lead the people alone.

To the People, G-d promised meat 
(quail) which would descend in such great 
quantities for a sustained period of time 
(a month) until the People would become 
"sick of them". Moshe expressed doubt as 
to how so many people could be thus fed.

[P> 11:23 (13)] G-d reproaches Moshe for 
the doubt. Moshe speaks to the People and 
gathers the Elders who were given the gift 
of prophecy by G-d.

Two of these "new prophets" (Eldad and 
Medad) remained within the camp and 
prophesied amongst the People.

(Commentaries tell us that they 
prophesied Moshe's death and Yehoshua's 
accession to leadership.) Yehoshua, 
protective of his mentor Moshe, pleads 
with Moshe to punish them. Moshe 
assures Yehoshua that it is G-d's will that 
they should prophesy.

SDT
About 18 times in the 
Tanach, it says "And G-d got 
angry with..." Yisrael / Bnei 

Yisrael / His people. When the People 
complained about the Manna, etc., the 
Torah says VAYICHAR AF HASHEM M'OD, 
G-d got VERY angry. Why? Kedushat Levi 
explains that usually when G-d got angry 
at the People, Moshe would rise to their 
defense and pursuade G-d, so to speak, 
not to punish them. This time, the Torah 
says that "and in Moshe's eyes it was bad". 
Moshe Rabeinu was more upset with the 
people than usual. This "angered" G-d all 
the more, and Moshe did not defuse G-d’s 
anger as in the other instances.

SH'VII SEVENTH ALIYA               
23 P'SUKIM - 11:30-12:16

Moshe and the Elders gather the 
People. G-d sends the quail, as He has 
promised, carried by a Divine wind. The 

Mazal Tov
to Gershon and Debbie Markowitz on the 

birth of a granddaughter

Mazal Tov
to David and Brenda Mandelzweig and 

family on the birth of a grandson



OU ISRAEL CENTER         15

supply is overwhelming. The People 
spend day and night collecting the 
quail. No sooner had they started 
eating, when G-d's anger was manifest 
in a devastating plague that struck the 
People. The location became known as 
Kivrot Hata'ava, because that is where 
the "complainers" were buried.

[P> 12:1 (3)] Miriam speaks critically 
against Moshe to Aharon by belittling 
Moshe's unique stature among prophets 
and people.

[S> 12:4 (10)] G-d rebukes them 
(Miriam and Aharon) and clearly states 
how unique Moshe is among all prophets, 
past and future. Miriam is stricken 
with Tzora'at. Moshe offers a short but 
eloquent prayer behalf of Miriam.

[P> 12:14 (3)] The People delay their 
travels for the week of Miriam's isolation.

80 years earlier, Miriam had stood by 
the Nile protectively watching over her 
baby brother Moshe in the basket. Her 
"reward-in-kind" is this 7-day delay, as 
the people of Israel stand-by for her. 
The Mishna points out that good deeds 
are thusly rewarded. On the other 
hand, the Torah in D'varim 24:9 tells us 
to remember what G-d did to Miriam 
on our way from Egypt. This becomes 
a classic warning against speaking 
LASHON HARA.

The Baal HaTurim further points 
out that the pasuk describing Miriam's 
vigil at the river, consists of 7 words, 
corresponding to the 7 days that the 
people waited for Miriam to "heal".

The People move to the Paran desert.

The last 3 p’sukim are reread for the 
Maftir.

HAFTARA 21 P'SUKIM 
ZECHARYA 2:14-4:7

As if to offset the depressing sequence 
of events from the sedra, and to answer 
the question as to how it is possible for the 
People of Israel to rise from the depths of 
their iniquity, the haftara provides us with 
the optimistic prophecies of messianic 
times, when G-d will once again be 
completely in our midst.

The haftara contains Zecharya's vision 
of the Golden Menora flanked by olive 
branches. This serves as an appropriate 
counter-point to the description of the 
Menora of the Mishkan at the beginning 
of the sedra. The Haftara also tells about 
a Kohen Gadol (Yehoshua in the haftara; 
Aharon in the sedra).

This vision of the Menora was borrowed 
by the State of Israel to be the national 
emblem (not exactly, but close). Wouldn't 
it be wonderful if our leaders would heed 
the words of Zecharia in explaining that 
vision: "Not by might nor by power, but by 
My spirit..." Only when we act properly, 
which also means differently from other 
nations, will we merit the Geula. This does 
NOT mean that we shouldn't have a well-
trained army. We have it B"H and we need 
it.

(This is also the haftara of Shabbat 
Chanuka - the first one, if there are two.) 
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THE PERSON
 IN THE PARSHA

BY RABBI DR. TZVI HERSH WEINREB
OU Executive Vice President, Emeritus

Earning                 
Self-Esteem

It was a lesson I learned long ago, 
when I was a high school classroom 
teacher. I was new at this line of work 

and found that my greatest challenge was 
to find ways to motivate the students. I 
tried various approaches, which all were 
basically attempts to motivate by giving. 
I tried giving special prizes and awards, 
granting extra privileges, and even 
resorting to outright bribery in order to 
get the students to pay attention, do their 
homework, and learn the subject matter. 

It was a wise mentor who taught me 
that you can’t motivate students by 
giving to them. Rather, you must find 
ways to encourage them to give to others. 
The student who gives to others feels 
important, and it is the consequent sense 
of self-esteem which is the most powerful 
motivator of all. 

I’ll never forget the first time I tried 
that strategy. I approached the most 
recalcitrant student in the entire class. 
He happened to be a very bright young 
man, who was, in today’s terminology, 
“totally turned off” to his studies. 

I asked him to assist two weaker 
students with their daily assignment. I 
caught him completely off guard, so that 
his reaction was one of utter surprise. 

“Who, me?” he exclaimed. “Why 
should I help those two dunces? If they 
can’t figure it out for themselves, let them 
flunk.” 

Although I was convinced that any 
appeal to his sense of altruism would 
be futile, I nevertheless gave it a try. I 
told him that for a society to function 
successfully the haves must help the 
have-nots, the strong must aid the weak, 
and those who are blessed with talent 
must share their gifts with those who 
were less fortunate. 

It was the phrase “blessed with talent” 
that did the trick, for he responded, “Do 
you really think I’m blessed with talent? 
I guess you’re right. I am a talented 
dude, and I’m going to try to teach those 
blockheads a thing or two. But if I don’t 
succeed, it won’t be my fault!”

He did succeed, and very dramatically. 
And he recognized that if he was to 
succeed again at this tutorial task, he 
would have to be even better prepared 
next time. He went home that night and 
studied hard and was indeed even more 
successful with his two “blockheads” the 
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next day.

I won’t go on to provide the details of 
my strategy of applying this technique 
to the rest of the class. Instead I want to 
demonstrate that this secret of human 
motivation is implicit in a brief passage in 
this week’s Torah portion, Beha’alotecha. 
In this parsha, the Torah devotes all of the 
tenth chapter of Numbers to a detailed 
description of the sequence in which the 
tribes marched through the desert. About 
two thirds of the way into this chapter, 
we unexpectedly encounter the following 
conversational interlude: 

And Moses said to Chovav, son of Reuel 
the Midianite, Moses’ father-in-law, “We 
are setting out for the place of which the 
Lord has said, ‘I will give it to you.’ Come 
with us and we will be generous with you; 
for the Lord has promised to be generous 
to Israel.”

“’I will not go,’ he replied to him, ‘but 
will return to my native land.’”

“He said, ‘Please do not leave us, 
inasmuch as you know where we should 
camp in the wilderness and can be our 
guide [literally read as “eyes”]. So if you 
come with us, we will extend to you the 
same bounty that the Lord grants us.’” 
(Numbers 10:29-32) 

That ends the dialogue, and we are 
never explicitly told whether or not 
Moses’ second attempt at persuasion 
convinced Chovav to accompany the 
Children of Israel. His first attempt, 
promising to be generous to him, was 
rejected emphatically by Chovav with a 
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resounding, “I will not go!”

What did Moses change in his second 
attempt? Quite simply, he told Chovav 
that he would not be merely the passive 
recipient of another’s generosity. Rather, 
Moses assured Chovav that he had 
expertise which was indispensable to the 
Jewish people. He could give them the 
guidance through the wilderness that 
they desperately required. He would not 
just be a taker, but a giver as well. 

In short, Moses was appealing to 
Chovav’s sense of self-esteem. He was 
saying to him, “You are an important 
person. Your talents are needed. You 
are an actor with a part to play in this 
drama.” 

What I was doing, as a fledgling teacher 
so many years ago, to that turned-off 
student, was essentially precisely what 
Moses was trying to do with Chovav in 
his second attempt to convince him to 
accompany the Children of Israel upon 
their journey through the desert. 

When reading the text, one can easily 
assume that Moses learned a great lesson 
which caused him to abandon the strategy 

of promising to be generous. Instead, he 
adopted an entirely different strategy, 
one which conveyed the message to 
Chovav that he would not merely be a 
consumer of favors. Rather, he would 
earn the Lord’s generosity because of 
the valuable contribution that he would 
make, and that only he could make. 

There is a lesson here not just for 
teachers and students, or leaders and 
followers. There is a lesson here for all of 
us in dealing with other human beings. 
We must be sensitive to their needs for 
self-esteem. We must recognize their 
talents and what they can bring to bear 
upon whatever task lies at hand. When 
a person is convinced of his or her own 
importance and value, he or she will be 
motivated and will act accordingly. 

Understanding the dialogue between 
Moses and Chovav in this manner allows 
us to readily accept the conclusion of our 
Sages. They filled in the “rest of the story” 
and assured us that Chovav was finally 
convinced by Moses’ second argument 
and did indeed join his fate and those 
of his descendants to the destiny of the 
Jewish people. 
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Loneliness 
and Faith

I have long been intrigued by one 
passage in this week’s parsha. After 
a lengthy stay in the Sinai desert, the 

people are about to begin the second 
part of their journey. They are no longer 
travelling from but travelling to. They are 
no longer escaping from Egypt; they are 
journeying toward the Promised Land.

The Torah inserts a long preface to this 
story: it takes the first ten chapters of 
Bamidbar. The people are counted. They 
are gathered, tribe by tribe, around the 
Tabernacle, in the order in which they 
are going to march. Preparations are 
made to purify the camp. Silver trumpets 
are made to assemble the people and to 
give them the signal to move on. Then 
finally the journey begins.

What follows is a momentous anti-
climax. First there is an unspecified 

complaint (Num. 11:1-3). Then we read: 
“The rabble with them began to crave 
other food, and again the Israelites 
started wailing and said, “If only we had 
meat to eat! We remember the fish we ate 
in Egypt at no cost—also the cucumbers, 
melons, leeks, onions and garlic. But now 
we have lost our appetite; we never see 
anything but this manna!” (Num. 11:4-6).

The people seem to have forgotten that 
in Egypt they had been slaves, oppressed, 
their male children killed, and that they 
had cried out to be freed by God. The 
memory Jewish tradition has preserved 
of the food they ate in Egypt was the 
bread of affliction and the taste of 
bitterness, not meat and fish. As for their 
remark that they ate the food at no cost, 
it did cost them something: their liberty.

There was something monstrous 
about this behaviour of the people and it 
induced in Moses what today we would 
call a breakdown:

He asked the Lord, “Why have you 
brought this trouble on Your servant? 
What have I done to displease You that 
You put the burden of all these people on 
me?  Did I conceive all these people? Did 
I give them birth? … I cannot carry all 
these people by myself; the burden is too 
heavy for me. If this is how You are going 
to treat me, please go ahead and kill me—
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if I have found favour in Your eyes—and 
do not let me face my own ruin.” (Num. 
11:11-15)

This was the lowest point in Moses’ 
career. The Torah does not tell us directly 
what was happening to him, but we can 
infer it from God’s reply. He tells him to 
appoint seventy elders who would share 
the burden of leadership. Hence we must 
deduce that Moses was suffering from lack 
of companionship. He had become the 
lonely man of faith.

He was not the only person in Tanach 
who felt so alone that he prayed to die. So 
did Elijah when Jezebel issued a warrant for 
his arrest and death after his confrontation 
with the prophets of Baal (1 Kings 19:4). So 
did Jeremiah when the people repeatedly 
failed to heed his warnings (Jer. 20:14-
18). So did Jonah when God forgave the 
people of Nineveh, seemingly making 
nonsense of his warning that in forty days 
the city would be destroyed (Jon. 4:1-3). 
The Prophets felt alone and unheard. They 
carried a heavy burden of solitude. They 
felt they could not go on.  

Few books explore this territory more 
profoundly than Psalms. Time and again 
we hear King David’s despair, as he in 
Shakespeare’s words, “all alone beweep 
my outcast state”:

I am worn out from my groaning.

All night long I flood my bed with 
weeping and drench my couch with tears. 
(Ps. 6:6)

How long, Lord? Will You forget me for-
ever?

How long will You hide Your face 
from me? (Ps. 13:1-2)

My God, my God, why have You 
forsaken me?

Why are You so far from saving me so 
far from my cries of anguish? (Ps. 22:2)

Out of the depths I cry to You, Lord … 
(Ps. 130:1)

And there are many more psalms in a 
similar vein. 

Something similar can be traced 
in modern times. Rav Kook, when 
he arrived in Israel, wrote, “There 
is no one, young or old, with whom I 
can share my thoughts, who is able to 
comprehend my viewpoint, and this 
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wearies me greatly.”1

Even more candid was the late 
Rabbi Joseph Dov Soloveitchik. Near 
the beginning of his famous essay The 
Lonely Man of Faith, he writes, starkly: 
“I am lonely.” He continues, “I am lonely 
because at times I feel rejected and thrust 
away by everybody, not excluding my 
most intimate friends, and the words of 
the psalmist, ‘My father and my mother 
have forsaken me,’ ring quite often in 
my ears like the plaintive cooing of 
the turtledove.”2 This is extraordinary 
language.

At times of loneliness, I have found 
great solace in these passages. They told 
me I was not alone in feeling alone. Other 
people had been here before me.

Moses, Elijah, Jeremiah, Jonah and King 
David were among the greatest spiritual 
leaders who ever lived. Such, though, is 
the psychological realism of Tanach that 
we are given a glimpse into their souls. 
They were outstanding individuals, but 
they were still human, not superhuman. 
Judaism consistently avoided one of the 
greatest temptations of religion: to blur 
the boundary between heaven and earth, 
turning heroes into gods or demigods. 

1  Igrot ha-Ra’ayah 1, 128.
2  Joseph Dov Soloveitchik, The 

Lonely Man of Faith, Doubleday, 1992, 3.

The most remarkable figures of Judaism’s 
early history did not find their tasks easy. 
They never lost faith, but sometimes it 
was strained almost to breaking point. 
It is the uncompromising honesty of 
Tanach that makes it so compelling.

It was precisely their 
loneliness that allowed 
them to develop a deeper 
relationship with God

The psychological crises they 
experienced were understandable. They 
were undertaking almost impossible 
tasks. Moses was trying to turn a 
generation forged in slavery into a free and 
responsible people. Elijah was one of the 
first Prophets to criticise kings. Jeremiah 
had to tell the people what they did not 
want to hear. Jonah had to face the fact that 
Divine forgiveness extends even to Israel’s 
enemies and can overturn prophecies of 
doom. David had to wrestle with political, 
military and spiritual challenges as well as 
an unruly personal life.

By telling us of their strife of the spirit, 
Tanach is conveying something of 
immense consequence. In their isolation, 
loneliness, and deep despair, these figures 
cried out to God “from the depths,” and 
God answered them. He did not make 
their lives easier. But He did help them feel 
they were not alone.

Their very loneliness brought them into 
an unparalleled closeness to God. In our 
parsha, in the next chapter, God Himself 
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defended Moses’ honour against the slights 
of Miriam and Aaron. After wishing to die, 
Elijah encountered God on Mount Horeb 
in a “still, small voice.” Jeremiah found 
the strength to continue to prophesy, and 
Jonah was given a lesson in compassion 
by God Himself. Separated from their 
contemporaries, they were united with 
God. They discovered the deep spirituality 
of solitude. 

I write these words while most of the 
world is in a state of almost complete 
lockdown because of the coronavirus 
pandemic. People are unable to gather. 
Children cannot go to school. Weddings, 
bar and bat mitzvahs and funerals 
are deprived of the crowds that would 
normally attend them. Synagogues are 
closed. Mourners are unable to say 
Kaddish. These are unprecedented times.

Many are feeling lonely, anxious, 
isolated, deprived of company. To help, 
Natan Sharansky put out a video describing 
how he endured his years of loneliness in 
the Soviet Gulag as a prisoner of the KGB. 
From dozens of reports from those who 
endured it, including the late John McCain, 
solitary confinement is the most terrifying 
punishment of all. In the Torah, the first 
time the words “not good” appear are in 
the sentence “It is not good for man to be 
alone” (Gen. 2:18). 

But there are uses of adversity, and 
consolation in loneliness. When we feel 
alone, we are not alone, because the great 
heroes of the human spirit felt this way 
at times – Moses, David, Elijah and Jonah. 
So did modern masters like Rav Kook and 

Rabbi Soloveitchik. It was precisely their 
loneliness that allowed them to develop a 
deeper relationship with God. Plumbing 
the depths, they reached the heights. They 
met God in the silence of the soul and felt 
themselves embraced.   

This is not to minimise the shock 
of the coronavirus pandemic and its 
consequences. Yet we can gain courage 
from the many individuals, from biblical 
times through to more modern ones, who 
felt their isolation deeply but who reached 
out to God and found God reaching out to 
them. 

I believe that isolation contains, 
within it, spiritual possibilities. We 
can use it to deepen our spirituality. We 
can read the book of Psalms, re-engaging 
with some of the greatest religious poetry 
the world has ever known. We can pray 
more deeply from the heart. And we 
can find solace in the stories of Moses 
and others who had moments of despair 
but who came through them, their faith 
strengthened by their intense encounter 
with the Divine. It is when we feel most 
alone that we discover that we are not 
alone, “for You are with me.” 

Shabbat Shalom 

Covenant and Conversation 5780 is kindly 
supported by the Maurice Wohl Charitable 
Foundation in memory of Maurice and 
Vivienne Wohl z”l.

These weekly teachings from Rabbi Sacks 
are part of the ‘Covenant & Conversation’ 
series on the weekly Torah reading. Read 
more on www.rabbisacks.org.
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The Haftarah that we read this 
Shabbat is one that is familiar 
to most of us as it is read both on 

this Shabbat, for Parashat B’ha’alotecha, 
as well as on Shabbat Chanuka. On both 
occasions, we focus upon the latter part of 
the Haftarah, the vision of the menorah, 
as the connecting theme to both the 
Festival of Lights and the opening of our 
parasha that speaks of the mitzvah of 
lighting the menorah in the Mishkan. 
And, as understandable as it is to focus 
specifically on that portion of Zechaya’s 
prophecy, it is also unfortunate that we do. 
For, by doing so, we tend to de-emphasize, 
or even ignore, the opening visions and, 
by doing so, we fail to fully understand 
the prophecy and the significance of its 
message.

Zecharyahu prophesied in Judea at the 
beginning of the return to Yerushalayim 
following the destruction of the first Beit 
HaMikdash. A contemporary of the navi 
Chaggai, Zecharya urged the people to 
rekindle the glory of the earlier years 

PROBING
THE PROPHETS

BY RABBI NACHMAN (NEIL) WINKLER
Faculty, OU Israel Centerl

by rebuilding the Temple. The people, 
however, felt differently. The nation saw 
the churban bayit as Hashem’s rejection 
of their “chosenness”. The prophets 
repeatedly taught them that such a belief 
was false. The navi Yirmiyahu compiled 
the stories in Sefer M’lachim to show 
the people that the destruction of the 
Bet HaMikdash was a result of their sins 
and, therefore, they need simply to do 
t’shuva in order to return to their land 
(as he predicts would happen). The navi 
Yechezkel, upon hearing the exiles say 
that they should now worship the gods 
of the conquering nation, told them that 
Hashem will rule over them and remain 
their G-d in the Diaspora as well-despite 
their thoughts to the contrary (see Sefer 
Yechezkel 20; 33). Chaggai also urged the 
returnees to build a Mikdash to Hashem 
and said “Alu hahar v’haveitem etz uv’nu 
habayit,” “Go up to the mountains, bring 
back wood and build the Temple” (Chaggai 
1: 7). This, therefore, was the message 
of Zecharya as well. He understood that 
it was essential for the returning exiles 
to build the second Temple. But he also 
knew that it was a task that could not 
be completed successfully if the Jews 
believed that, despite their return to the 
land, they were still rejected by Hashem.

And this is what Zecharya’s visions-
those we read in our haftarah-are about.
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Those returnees who were 
old enough to remember 
the glory of the first Beit 
HaMikdash wept upon 
seeing the first stage of the 
rebuilding of the second 
Temple 

The navi tells of a vision in which the 
Kohen Gadol, Yehoshua, standing before 
Hashem’s angel, standing in a court, with 
the “satan”, the accuser standing to his 
right, a clear depiction of a courtroom 
session, at which the accuser prepares 
to bring charges against the nation of 
Israel, represented by the High Priest. 
The accusation of the satan, according 
to Rav Hayyim Angel, was that Hashem 
had rejected His city and His nation. G-d 
preempts the accuser and prevents him 
from presenting any arguments against 
the small remnant of the people who 
had survived and returned. Significantly, 
G-d is described their as “HaBocheir 
Biyrushalayim, He Who chooses 
Yerushalayim. The message of the vision 
shared with the people is clear: G-d still 
chooses them and the city and that, despite 
the churban, Hashem had NOT rejected 
them. 

The last vision is the vision of the 
Menorah. Here too, the navi speaks 
to a community that feels themselves 
unworthy. Unfortunately for us, the 
haftarah ends before we read of the 
meaning of the vision-a meaning that 

commentaries have grappled with over the 
centuries. The seven branches symbolize 
the “seven eyes” of Hashem that see all 
and the message that the navi shares with 
the people is that Zerubavel, the leader 
of the returnees, has laid the foundation 
to the Second Temple and he will also 
complete it. That simple accomplishment 
will prove to the people that Hashem had 
sent Zecharya to offer these messages of 
encouragement and hope to the people. 
Significantly, the prophet adds the words 
“ki mi baz lyom k’tanot,” – not to scorn 
“small beginnings”.

With these prophecies, Zecharya not only 
encourages the nation but warns them not 
to judge the future by what they see in the 
present. The challenge of those returning 
from Babylonian exile was not simple. We 
read in that those returnees who were 
old enough to remember the glory of the 
first Beit HaMikdash wept upon seeing the 
first stage of the rebuilding of the second 
Temple because it paled in comparison to 
what they remembered [see Ezra 3: 12-13]. 
It is to these people that Zecharya speaks. 

We cannot expect instant redemption. 
We begin building-and it might not be easy 
or, seemingly, successful. But Hashem, 
Who sees all, knows that the potential is 
there. All we the people must do is never 
to lose hope.

“Od lo ovda tikvateinu” 
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There are very few mitzvot that offer a 
second chance once the prescribed time 
has expired. Why is there an exception 
here? Many of the ba’alei mussar, as 
quoted in Otzrot HaTorah suggest as 
follows: 

The Gemara (Berakhot 35b) says: 
The earlier generations were not like 
the later generations. The earlier 
generations would bring their fruit 
through their doors so they would 
be biblically obligated to designate 
ma’aser. According to halakha, one is 
only obligated to designate terumos and 
ma’asros from produce if it enters the 
storage house in the normal way, through 
the front door. If it is left out in the field, 
if I never processed it, or if I took it in 
through the window or roof, there is 
no obligation to take teruma or ma’aser 
from that produce. The Gemara explains 
that earlier generations made certain 
to have the produce enter through the 
front door, so they would be obligated 
in teruma. Later generations brought 
produce through the roof, doing what 
they could to exempt it from teruma and 
ma’aser. 

What was wrong with what that 
generation did? What is the message 
of that Gemara? After all, these people 
did not violate halakha. They used 
a legitimate loophole. What was so 

The Pesach 
Sheni Jew
יכלו  ולא  אדם  לנפש  טמאים  היו  אשר  אנשים  ויהי   

לעשת הפסח ביום ההוא ויקרבו לפני משה ולפני אהרן 

טמאים  אנחנו  אליו  ההמה  האנשים  ויאמרו  ההוא.  ביום 

לנפש אדם למה נגרע לבלתי הקרב את קרבן ה’ במעדו 

בתוך בני ישראל. )במדבר ט:ו-ז(

There were men who were teme’im 
from a human corpse and could not 
offer the Pesach on that day, so they 
approached Moshe and Aharon on that 
day. Those men said to him, “We are 
teme’im from a human corpse; why 
should we lose out and not bring the 
offering to Hashem in its appointed time, 
among the children of Israel? (Bamidbar 
9:6-7)

Am Yisrael was commanded to offer 
the Korban Pesach on the anniversary 
of their redemption from Egypt. 
However, people who were ritually 
impure (teme’im) were forbidden from 
participating in the offering.   These 
impure individuals pleaded with Moshe. 
They did not want to forgo participating 
in this most momentous event.  

Moshe then informed them of the 
laws of Pesach Sheni, a second-chance 
opportunity to offer the Korban Pesach. 
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appalling with their acts? 

This Gemara is teaching us a barometer 
of how to measure one’s ahavas Hashem. 
It is not about whether we perform 
mitzvos, but whether we are excited for 
the opportunity to fulfill a mitzva. Do we 
seek opportunities to perform a mitzva, 
or do we try to avoid them?

The later generations were very careful 
to contribute terumos and ma’asros when 
they were required to, but they tried to 
avoid situations that would obligate them 
to give. That was the problem. Those 
who love Hashem do not seek ways to 
avoid responsibilities. Rather, they seek 
opportunities to perform more acts of 
hesed and mitzvot.

That is the message of Pesach Sheni. 
These individuals could have said, “Oh, 
we are teme’im, we can’t bring a Korban 
Pesach this year. Maybe next year.” 
However, they expressed quite the 
contrary - “Moshe find us a way. We don’t 
want to be left out. We want to be able to 
perform this mitzva. We have tremendous 
gratitude to Hashem for taking us out of 
Egypt. Please find a way to enable us to 
partake in this mitzva!”

We need to ask ourselves: “Am I a 
Pesach Sheni Jew? Am I constantly trying 
to figure out ways to obligate myself, to 
take upon myself new responsibilities, to 
be an active member of my community, 
or to be part of a ḥesed project?” Whatever 
it is, we should initiate rather reject more 
responsibility.  

The Otzrot HaTorah relates the story 

of a certain talmid hakham who learned 
in the yeshiva in Radin. As in many 
yeshivot, Thursday night was mishmar, 
when students would stay up extra 
late, learning. This student left the beis 
medrash at 3:00am. It was a cold night, 
with snow and ice on the road. As he 
rushed home, he noticed the Hafetz 
Hayim roaming the streets. The Hafetz 
Hayim, upon spotting the student, told 
him to get to sleep quickly, as the hour 
was late and he would soon have to rise 
for Shaharis. The student returned to 
where he was staying, which happened to 
be the home of the Hafetz Hayim’s sister. 

In the morning, the student conveyed 
to his hostess what he had seen, asking 
why her brother, the Hafetz Hayim, was 
roaming the streets at 3am. The Hafetz 
Hayim’s sister explained: “He has been 
out for three nights already, at all hours of 
the night, trying to spot the moon so that 
he can recite Kiddush Levana (the special 
berakha recited when seeing the waxing 
moon).” 

That is a Pesach Sheni Jew. Even though 
the moon was not visible after Ma’ariv, 
he constantly searched for it, so he could 
perform the mitzva, rather than relying 
on an exemption from reciting that 
berakha since the moon was not visible. 
May we be able to bring out the Pesach 
Sheni Jew in each of us!  
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Dearest Desire

What do meat and prophets have 
in common? This is a question 
to ponder as we learn Parashat 

Beha’alotecha. Am Yisrael remembers the 
watermelon and fish they ate in Egypt at no 
cost, they demand meat; Hashem answers 
their cries with slav and the appointment 
of 70 elders to receive prophecy.  How are 
these two responses connected?

Rav Sher explains in Leket Sichot Mussar 
that the people’s request indicated their 
desire for an increased closeness and 
spiritual connection to Hashem.  Indeed, 
when they ask for meat the Torah tells 
us, (Bamidbar 11:4) “hitavu ta’avah-they 
craved a desire”.  They wanted to experi-
ence intense feelings of desire so that they 
could conquer their urges and receive due 
sechar. Although the mann was all-sustain-
ing, the people felt it inhibited their abili-
ty to fight their base desires and become 
elevated through that struggle.  However, 
when confronted with the slav, they fell. 
They were unable to overcome the ta’ava 
and could not elevate the experience. 
Moreover, we are taught not to bring tests 
upon ourselves lest we are unable to with-
stand them.  Knowing one’s spiritual lev-
el is particularly pertinent on the heels of 

Chag Hashavuot. Particularly after a chag 
one can feel very spiritually uplifted and 
can mistakenly assume levels beyond 
what is realistic.  While Judaism encourag-
es spiritual striving, at the same time it is 
essential to set practical, reasonable goals.  

Rav Pincus in Tiferet Shimshon under-
stands this story with a completely dif-
ferent approach.  Am Yisrael understood 
that living under the leadership of Moshe 
Rabbeinu was akin to living in the “palace 
of the King”.  They knew that even think-
ing inappropriate thoughts may result in 
severe punishment. Such earnest service 
was difficult to sustain; they wanted to 
be “normal” without the added level of 
intensity. Mann was food for angels, they 
wanted to be human!  Meat on the other 
hand, is symbolic of physicality and world-
ly pleasures. Furthermore, this explains 
their desire for prophets.  Moshe Rabbeinu 
had a direct connection with Hashem; oth-
er prophets were further removed, which 
made the people feel safer.  

As we come off the ‘high’ of Shavuot, we 
can be conscious of the privilege to live in 
Eretz Yisrael, close to the Source of kedu-
shah. It is an appropriate time to consider 
how we each can make Torah an integral, 
practical part of our daily lives. Through 
this, we will deepen our desire for an inti-
mate relationship with Hashem. 
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054-723-3863  

New projects 3,4, 5 rooms at great prices!
Call today: Eta: 054-723-3863  

 

 

Baka
100 sqm apartment in new project, 3 bedrooms, 2 
full bathrooms, high ceilings, terrace (partial sukka) 
shabbat elevator and parking. 4,250,000 NIS.

Garden Apartment in an historic building. 300 sqm 
built space with 375 sqm garden. 12,500,000 NIS.

Duplex penthouse with elevator, two sukka terraces. 
160 sqm brand new. Fantastic deal. 4,550,000 NIS!!! 

Old Katamon
130 sqm beautiful duplex apartment with high 
ceilings, 3 bedrooms, 2.5 bathrooms, 20 sqm sukka 
terrace, elevator and parking. 5,500,000 NIS

115 sqm, new apartment, with 50 sqm registered 
garden. Ready to move in. 4,300,000 NIS

Talbiya
King David Crown apartment for sale. 24/7 
doorman. 145 sqm on one �oor , facing garden, 3 
bedrooms, 2.5 bathrooms, terrace, parking, Shabbat 
elevator and storage. USD 1,800,000.

German Colony
100 sqm apartment in a new project to be ready in 
2 years. 50 sqm registered garden, parking. 
4,500,000 NIS.

2nd �oor in small luxury building. 160 sqm on one 
�oor, parking, shabbat elevator, views, lots of light.  
Price on request.

City Center
King George, amazing beautifully renovated and 
ready to move in, 116 sqm 5 room apartment, 4 
bedrooms & 2 full bathrooms, 2 elevators (one 
shabbat), small terrace. Modern kosher kitchen, 
large living room/dining room. 3,600,000 NIS.

North Talpiot/Caspi

Rehov Caspi, view of the old city, 5th �oor, 191 sqm 
brand new apartment, 30 sqm sukka terrace, 
Shabbat elevator. 9,500,000 NIS.

Eta Morris Realty, Ltd.   
etamorrisrealestate@gmail.com 

  Tel: 054-723-3863  ·  etamorrisrealty.co.il
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Are We     
There Yet?

In 1935, Rav Shlomo Heiman zt’l, Rosh 
Yeshiva of Remailles Yeshiva in Vilna, 
was  tapped by Reb Shraga Feivel 

Mendelowitz zy’a to assume leadership 
of the struggling Mesivta Torah VoDaas. 
A close student of Reb Baruch Ber of 
Kamenetz, and previously having taught 
with Rav Elchonon Wasserman, hy”d, in 
Baranovitch, Rav Shlomo Heiman was 
renowned as a clear and deep thinker, a 
master teacher. 

One of Rav Shlomo’s prized 
talmidim at Torah VoDaas, Reb Shlomo 
Carlebach zy’a, spoke of his Rebbi’s 
unique educational approaches. When 
someone in shiur would pose a kushya, 
a strong question, the Rosh Yeshiva 
would not always answer, often to the 

disappointment of impatient talmidim. 
Said Rav Shlomo Heiman, “Where is 
it written in the Torah that one must 
provide a teretz, an answer, for every 
question? This question itself is so good. 
Why ruin it with an answer?

THEY WOULD ENCAMP

Parshas B’haalosecha describes the 
continuous building and dismantling of 
the Mishkan throughout our decades of 
wandering in the Desert, and the Ananei 
haKavod, the wondrous Clouds of Glory 
that surrounded and accompanied us, 
steering our journey and indicating 
when and in what direction to go:

“...According to the cloud’s departure 
from over the Tent, and afterwards, 
Bnei Yisrael would travel, and in the 
place where the cloud settled, there they 
would encamp.

Al pi Hashem yachanu… v’al pi Hashem 
yisa’u — at the bidding of the Hashem, 
they traveled, and at the bidding of 
Hashem, they encamped. As long as the 
cloud hovered above the Mishkan, they 
encamped (9:17-18).

Our history of complaining aside, it is 
not hard to imagine how frustrating and 
exhausting a national road trip through 
the desert, with hundreds of thousands 
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of children, might be: ‘Are we there 
yet? How long are we staying here? 
What’s for dinner? Are we leaving here 
tomorrow? The next day? How long 
until we get to where we’re going?’ 

For forty years and forty two stops 
along the way, Bnei Yisrael did not 
know the answer; “Sometimes, the 
cloud remained for several days above 
the Mishkan; al pi Hashem yachanu, v’al 
pi Hashem yisa’u — at Hashem’s bidding 
they would encamp, and at the Hashem’s 
bidding they would travel. Sometimes 
the cloud remained from evening until 
morning, and still, when the cloud rose, 
they travelled…. Whether it was for two 
days, a month or a year that the cloud 
lingered to hover over the Mishkan, the 
children of Israel would encamp and 
not travel, and when it departed, they 
traveled” (9:20-22).

Uncertainty and doubt can be very 
uncomfortable. We are so accustomed 
to being results and goal oriented, 
striving for clarity and a ‘bottom line’, 
and feel the need to always be informed. 
It is hard for us to not have the answers. 
Lacking a definitive schedule or plan 

can be stressful.

Months of ‘forced encampment’ 
during the lock-down days of Covid19 
have given us a  collective glimpse into 
living with severely limited freedom of 
movement and ability to plan ahead. 
While staying at home, it has been a 
time of ‘wandering in the Desert’: Al pi 
Hashem yachanu, v’al pi Hashem yisa’u 
— at Hashem’s bidding they would 
encamp, and at Hashem’s bidding they 
would travel” (Bamidbar, 9:23).

Wherever we are ‘encamped’, and 
however long we may be waiting to 
move, may we sense Divine protection 
and ‘Clouds of Glory’ surrounding and 
accompanying us. May we learn to 
embrace the unknown, and actually 
enjoy surrendering to Hashem’s 
‘bidding’, Hashem’s limitless will. Then, 
at last, our movement will no longer be 
‘limited’. 

May we always be confident in the fact 
that we are all just on our way to Eretz 
Yisrael, and yet, may we let this “good 
question” remain open: Ad Mosai? — 
‘How long, Ribbono Shel Olam?!’ 
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Milk and 
Meat on the 
Same Table                    
Part 3

In a decree to prevent transgressing 
“Basar B’chalav” (a mixture of meat 
and milk), our Sages prohibited 

having meat and milk on the same table 
during a meal out of concern that one 
might come to eat them together.

Based on the Gemara (Chulin 104a) and 
Rishonim, this decree applies only to the 
eating of meat and milk (not the waiting 
between them, though see below), and 
only in a place where the food is being 
eaten (not storage). As mentioned in 
previous articles, it is permissible to 
have meat and milk next to each other 
on a counter or in the fridge.

All halachic authorities (see Badei 
Hashulchan 88:2) agree that following 

the consumption of meat, one is 
permitted to handle dairy, whether it be 
storing the food or preparing for a dairy 
meal. (In general, normative Jewish law 
accepts the decree of our Sages as stated. 
The poskim avoid adding additional 
stringencies upon existing Rabbinic 
decrees unless there is strong basis in 
halachic literature to do so.)

Beit Yaakov (R. Yaakov of Tzozimer, 
siman 12) raises a question regarding 
someone  who has eaten meat and is still 
waiting the required time afterwards, 
and now wishes to sit down to eat with 
someone who is eating dairy. The Beit 
Yaakov states that he is only permitted 
to do so if a hekeir (obvious reminder) 
is present. This ruling stems from the 
concern that the person who ate meat 
will forget and mistakenly consume 
dairy. Many Achronim (Teshuva 
MiAhava 3:331, Yad Efraim 88 and Kanfei 
Yona 88), however, disagree with the 
Beit Yaakov, as his ruling is not based 
in previous sources. Modern poskim, 
therefore, rule against the Beit Yaakov 
(Yalkut Yosef 88 note 38, Ohel Yaakov 
88:10) and no hekeir would be required 
in this situation.

Eating meat alone while dairy is 
present (or vice versa) 

The Gemara in Chulin (ibid) discusses 
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the halachic ruling regarding two people 
sitting at a table where milk and meat 
are being eaten. What about a person 
who sits alone eating meat, while milk 
is on the table (or vice versa)?

The Maharam of Rothenberg (Reponsa 
12) rules that someone eating alone 
is forbidden to have milk and meat 
together at his table; merely having a 
hekeir would be insufficient. He learns 
from a Gemara in Shabbat (13a) that 
both a heiker and another person must 
be present at the table to ensure that no 
transgression occurs.

The Chochmat Adam (40:11), however, 
disagrees with the Maharam. He 
maintains that there is no difference 
between one or two people, and a hekeir 
should suffice. (See Teshuvot Vehanhagot 
2:396 which reconciles the Gemara in 
Shabbat according to Chochmat Adam.)

Many later authorities ruled like 
the Maharam of Rothenberg (Darchei 
Teshuva 88:18; Badei HaShulchan 88).

Rav Moshe Shternbuch (Teshuvot 
Vehanhagot 2:396) rules that a hekeir 
alone would not suffice. However, he 
permits eating if there is a large distance 
between the diner and the food of the 
opposite type.  

A practical application of the halacha 

would be when someone wants to eat 
dairy at a table where meat food is 
placed temporarily in order to cool 
down after being cooked. One may do so 
as long as he sits at a distance from the 
meat food. If that is not possible, he may 
not eat dairy at the same table.

Eating together with a baby or 
young child at the table

A baby or young child cannot serve 
as a reminder, and therefore it is not 
considered as if one is dining with 
another individual. Thus, a hekeir alone 
would be insufficient (Yalkut Yosef 88 
note 21, Ohel Yaakov 88 note 25). This 
issue is quite common when feeding 
a baby or young child dairy while the 
adult is eating meat or vice versa. One 
should refrain from doing so altogether, 
or alternatively the adult must remove 
his own food when feeding the child. 
However, when eating with children 
above the age of six who have been 
taught to separate meat and milk, 
their presence is a sufficient reminder 
together with a hekeir. 

 Kashrut Questions in Israel? 
Call or Whatsapp Rabbi Friedman at 

050-200-4432
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SIMCHAT SHMUEL 

In this week’s parsha, Hashem 
instructs Moshe to speak to his 
brother Aharon, and tell him 

Beha’alotcha et haNeirot.

Rashi offers three possible 
interpretations to the meaning of these 
words- beha’alotcha et HaNeirot. The 
second interpretation suggested by Rashi 
is that you, the kohen, cause the flame to 
be elevated, to rise above the oil which 
was kindled. By kindling the oil, Aharon 
will cause lights to rise up and shine in 
the Beit HaMikdash.

Rabbi Moshe Wolfson, shlita, suggests 
that this idea introduced by Rashi, 
actually serves as a pedagogical message 
for parents and educators. Shlomo 
HaMelech, in Mishlei wrote Ner Hashem 
Nishmat Adam - the Candle of God is 
the soul of man. Each human being is a 
proverbial divine candle. Innate within 
each human being, explains Rabbi 
Wolfson, is the potential to bring great 
light into the world. The kindling of the 
Menora, which Aharon is instructed to 
perform, is thus a symbol for the goals 
of how we as parents and educators 

are meant to encourage our children 
in matters of chinuch. Chinuch, true 
education is much more than simply 
sharing information, or mastering 
textual knowledge. Proper chinuch 
explains Rabbi Wolfson, kindles that 
innate spark within the hearts and 
minds of our children and students, and 
enables their unique lights to rise up, 
develop, and shine brightly!

Similarly, Rav Shamshon Raphael 
Hirsch zt’l explained that the very 
word for education - chinuch is related 
to the word chein- which means inner 
beauty, grace or potential.True chinuch 
empowers students to find those innate 
talents, develop them and truly shine!

Yehi Ratzon, may we strive to take to 
heart these two beautiful ideas, and may 
each and everyone of us be blessed to lift 
up and shine our own inner lights, and 
make the world a bit brighter together. 

For details
050-323-1107
Yossi

Religious 
Caretaker
for elderly people
Car owner
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www.charidy.com/ouisraelteens

THEY NEED US DURING THE BEST OF TIMES,
IMAGINE HOW MUCH THEY NEED US 

NOW

72 HOURS 
OF GIVING

DONATE AT: 

7-10 JUNE  
ט"ו-י"ח סיון
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I ENTREAT YOU TO READ THIS LETTER EVEN 
IF YOU HAVEN’T READ ANY OF MY OTHER LETTERS 

Dear OU Israel Family,

When you hear OU Israel you probably immediately think of the inspirational Torah 
learning family atmosphere at the OU Israel Center, and, of course, Torah Tidbits. OU 
Israel’s best kept secret though is the work that it does inspiring, empowering, and saving 
the lives of thousands of youth at-risk every single day. Through our network of 23 
OU Israel Youth Centers, which include Makom Balev, Oraita and The Zula, we are 
empowering youth with life-skills, confidence and strength to enable them to stand 
on their feet and become contributing citizens of the State of Israel. Next week, June 
7-10, we are running an emergency campaign to help us save these kids’ lives during 
trying times.
Since the outbreak of Corona, our teams of dedicated counselors have worked around the 
clock to ensure that these thousands of youth have a safe place to stay and staff members 
to talk to no matter what the time of day. Our OU Israel Youth Centers staff have provided 
tens of thousands of personal conversations with these teens while the Youth Centers are 
physically closed.
It is critical that we invest in these youth now as they are our future – future IDF soldiers 
and commanders keeping us safe, future doctors keeping us healthy, future spiritual 
advisors, and future innovators at the forefront of our Start Up Nation. In order to 
continue saving these teens’ lives we need your help and partnership to ensure we 
can continue being a bedrock for these youth during this unique time of need
As I am sure you can appreciate, most of our funding comes from donations from North 
America, and they are in the midst of even more challenging times than those of us blessed 
to be living in Israel. Every day I speak to donors who sadly explain that their families and 
businesses have been hit hard, and they are no longer able to uphold pledges or send 
in their annual donations. OU Israel is taking part in a national crowdfunding campaign. 
Please help us by donating to OU Israel`s youth programs. Now is the time to think of all 
the OU Israel Center has done for you and partner with us so we can continue to save lives. 
Thank you from the depths of my heart,
 

Rabbi Avi Berman
Executive Director, OU Israel

בס"ד

.
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The OU Israel VIRTUAL Center-Online and  Digital Shiurim

SUN, JUNE 7 MON, JUNE 8 TUES, JUNE 9 WED, JUNE 10 THURS, JUNE 11

10:15 AM
Rabbi Baruch Taub
Parshat HaShavua
Zoom link: https://zoom.
us/j/615813416
Zoom ID: 615813416

11:30 AM
Rabbi Shai 
Finkelstein
Unlocking the Messages 
of Chazal
Zoom link: https://zoom.
us/j/488542635
Zoom ID: 488542635

8:00 PM
Rabbi Ari Kahn
Parshat HaShavua
Zoom link: https://zoom.
us/j/2624570009
Zoom ID: 2624570009

9:00 AM
Rabbi David Walk
Tehillim – Divine Poetry
Zoom link: https://zoom.
us/j/92253147141
Zoom ID: 92253147141

10:15 AM
Rabbi Aharon Adler
Zoom link: https://zoom.
us/j/403831319
Zoom ID: 403831319

11:30 AM
Rabbi Yitzchak Breitowitz
Mishlei: Wisdom for Life (L’Ayla)
Zoom link:  https://us02web.
zoom.us/j/82280847618
Zoom ID: 82280847618

2:00 PM 
Rabbi Jeffrey Bienenfeld
Men’s Gemara Chabura with 
Rabbi Jeffrey Bienenfeld
Zoom link: https://zoom.
us/j/887981820  
Zoom ID: 887981820

9:15 AM
Mrs. Pearl Borow
Sefer Daniel (L’Ayla). Zoom link: 
https://zoom.us/j/144986284
Zoom ID: 144986284

10:30 AM
Rabbi Aaron Goldscheider
Chasidut on the Parsha
Zoom link: https://zoom.
us/j/700303855 
Zoom ID: 700303855

11:45 AM
Rabbi Shmuel Herschler
Ethics, family and society in the 
writings of Rav Hirsch, Rav Kook 
and Rav Soloveitchik
Zoom link:  https://zoom.
us/j/81925157325
Zoom ID: 81925157325

7:00 PM
Rabbi Baruch Taub 
Parshat HaShavua. Zoom link: 
https://zoom.us/j/888974573
Zoom ID: 888974573

9:00 PM
Rabbi Sam Shor
Penimiut HaTorah- Inspiration 
from the Masters of Jewish 
Thought
     facebook.com/OUIsrael

9:00 AM
Rabbi Yitzchak Breitowitz
Minchat  Chinuch. Zoom link:  
https://zoom.us/j/89983298537
Zoom ID: 89983298537

9:15 AM
Mrs. Shira Smiles
Torah Tapestries (L’Ayla)
Zoom link: https://zoom.
us/j/98629920642  
Zoom ID: 98629920642

10:30 AM
Rabbi Shmuel Goldin
Parshat HaShavua. Zoom link: 
https://zoom.us/j/195174554
Zoom ID: 195174554

2:00 PM 
Rabbi Jeffrey Bienenfeld
Men’s Gemara Chabura with Rabbi 
Jeffrey Bienenfeld. Zoom link: 
https://zoom.us/j/887981820  
Zoom ID: 887981820

5:00 PM
Mrs. Sylvie Schatz
The 13 Attributes: 
From Moshe to Micha
Zoom link: https://us02web.
zoom.us/j/85177782268
Zoom ID: 851 7778 2268

9:00 AM
Rabbi Shimshon Nadel
Halacha and Medina
Zoom link: https://zoom.
us/j/6878683646
Zoom ID: 6878683646

10:15 AM
Rabbi Anthony Manning
Contemporary Issues in Halacha 
and Hashkafa
Zoom link: https://zoom.
us/j/460662359
Zoom ID: 460662359

11:30 AM
Rabbi Alan Kimche
Great Jewish Thinkers
Zoom link: https://zoom.
us/j/772450422
Zoom ID: 772450422

7:00 PM
Rabbi Baruch Taub
Halacha. Zoom link: https://
zoom.us/j/709706986
Zoom ID: 709706986

8:30 PM
Rabbi Ezra Friedman
Practical Kashrut
Zoom link: https://zoom.
us/j/698124792 
Zoom ID: 698124792

Archived recordings of shiurim: https://www.ouisrael.org/video-library/

SPECIAL EVENT
8:30 PM
Challa and Chasidut with 
Rabbi Sam and Rebetzin 
Henny Shor
Sweet and Savory for Parshat 
Shelach
Facebook.com/OUIsrael/

MISSED A CLASS?
 You can watch the 
recording at www.
ouisrael.org/video-library

LIKE US ON 
FACEBOOK

WATCH US ON 
YOU TUBE
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Linking our Lives2gether
for active single Olim, ages 60-75

Presents a new weekly get-together: 

SUNDAYS AT 7:00PM
Each week, a different subject will be 
presented by our members and guests.
Join us for a virtual night out.

For Zoom address and password contact
Chana Spivack
cspivack@ouisrael.org or 
050-229-4951

 22 KEREN HAYESOD, YERUSHALAYIM   l   02-560-9110    l   WWW.OUISRAEL.ORG

OU ISRAEL CENTER 22 Keren HaYesod St., Yerushalayim, 02-5609110

Join us for a special edition of

CHALLA & CHASIDUT 
with Rabbi Sam & Rebbetzin Henny Shor

Sweet and Savory for 
Parshat Shelach

Join us live:
https://www.facebook.com/OUIsrael/

To sponsor digital shiurim, please email: 
sshor@ouisrael.org

Women Reaching Higher

LIKE US ON 
FACEBOOK

WATCH US ON 
YOU TUBE

THURSDAY, JUNE 11, 8:30 PM
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Editor, Torah TidbitsRABBI AARON
GOLDSCHEIDER

Meet Mishael 
and Eltzafan

Unexpectedly, a newly minted 
mitzvah materializes in our 
parsha. It was gifted to the nation 

of Israel as a result of people pouring 
out their hearts to Moshe; they lamented 
the fact that they were deprived of an 
opportunity to observe the holiday of 
Pesach. As a result of their plea, Pesach 
Sheni, the opportunity to bring the 
‘Paschal Sacrifice’ a month after the 
festival was instituted. 

Who were the individuals who 
approached Moshe? The preeminent 
Talmudic sage Rabbi Akiva identified 
them; they were Mishael and Eltzafan 
(Succah 25a). Two obscure personalities.

Who were these two people? Why was 
Rabbi Akiva convinced that it was they 
who petitioned Moshe?

We need to turn back to Parshat 
Shemini where they are first introduced. 
There we learn that they became tamei, 
ritually impure, through contact with 
dead bodies. 

The devastating episode is well known.
The sons of Aharon, Nadav and Avihu, 

tragically lose their lives when bringing 
a ‘strange fire’ into the Mishkan. Their 
bodies had to be carried out of the 
Mishkan: “Moshe summoned Mishael 
and Eltzafan, the son’s of Aharon’s uncle 
Uziel, and he said to them, ‘Come forth 
and remove your close relatives from 
inside the sanctuary. Bring them outside 
the camp’”(Vayikra 10:4).

Mishael and Eltzafan are Moshe and 
Aharon’s first cousins. Why were they, of 
all their family members, summoned to 
remove the bodies of Aharon’s sons? The 
Netziv, Rabbi Naftali Tzvi Yehuda Berlin, 
(1816-1893) offered a fascinating answer 
(Vayikra 10:4). He suggests that Uziel 
was particularly close to Aharon. This is 
evidenced by the fact that the pasuk calls 
him ‘Dod’ Aharon. Dod means uncle but 
can also mean ‘love’ and ‘ friendship’. 
Uziel and his children, Mishael and 
Eltzafan, felt a close kinship with Aharon 
and deeply felt the pain of their loss. The 
Netziv suggests that there was jealousy 
within the family and perhaps other 
close relatives would have felt, we dare 
say, even contentment over the fact that 
Aharon experienced a harsh blow. Only 
Mishael and Eltzafan, who exhibited 
humility and empathy, were fit for this 
task. 

The Netziv points out a second 
intriguing fact about these two brothers. 
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Mishael, who was the older one, could 
have easily harbored feelings of enmity 
due the fact that his younger brother 
Etzafan was appointed Nasi, prince, of 
the family of Kehat. He never did. We see 
once again the modesty and refinement 
of character which characterized their 
lives. (Ha’amek Davar, Vayikra 10:4).

Returning to our parsha, the moment 
Moshe receives Eltzafan and Mishael’s 
request to bring a second Pesach offering 
he is uncertain how to respond. He turns 
to them and states, “Stand here and I will 
hear what Hashem will command you” 
(Bemidbar 9:8). Why did Moshe instruct 
them to “stand here” while he spoke to 
God?  

The eminent Rebbe of Shinova zt”l, 
Rabbi Yechezkel Shraga Halberstam 
(1813-1898), author of the Divrei Yechezkel, 
suggested a beautiful answer. Moshe was 
confident that the Holy One Blessed be He 
would reveal himself to him and relay an 
answer, not in his own merit, but rather 
in the merit of these humble and sincere 
souls, who felt denied of the opportunity 
to fulfill a mitzvah. The addition of the 
word imdu - ‘stand here’, suggests that 
Moshe was indicating that Hashem was 
really addressing them and their heartfelt 
plea.

An additional point should be 
emphasized regarding Mishael and 
Eltzafan. They had no reason to feel 
compelled to make up for the Korban 
Pesach which they were clearly exempt 
from giving. A well known principle in 
Jewish law states that Onus Rachmana 

Call us now at:
02-6503208 

054-9894707

The Next Generation of Dentists

Located in 
Jerusalem
 city center

Ozone Gum & 
Dental Therapy

• Non- surgical approach
• Restore gum health
• Good for mild to severe cases
• Prevent gum recession
• Prevent bad breath
• Prevent tooth extraction
• Prevent root canal treatments
• Better healing of implants 

JERUSALEM REAL ESTATE

Looking to buy or 
sell a property?

Michael Steinmetz
REAL ESTATE EXPERT

054-809-6369
Many exclusive properties available 

in central Jerusalem. 
Call our office for a  consultation

Michael@jerusalem-real-estate.co
Jerusalem-real-estate.co
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Patrei, meaning that one is exempt from 
an obligation if circumstances prevent 
one from carrying out the mitzvah. In 
this case where they were engaged in the 
sacred task of tending to a burial, they 
did not need to feel they were lacking in 
observing another ritual. And yet, they 
did.

This is what distinguished Mishael 
and Eltzafan and apparently why their 
names have been immortalized in the 
Torah. Their sincerity of heart, piety, and, 
perhaps most strikingly, their longing to 
fulfill a mitzvah, resulted in a new Torah 
law being instituted for all generations. 

They exhibited empathy and 
kindness; they were people of 
exceptional modesty

We find no other law quite like this 
one. One cannot build a Sukkah a month 
later after missing Sukkot or celebrate 
Shavuot at a later date. Rosh Hashanah 
and Yom Kippur have no make-up dates. 

Therefore, we are compelled to search 
for an inherent quality found within the 
festival of Pesach that allows for Pesach 
Sheni to be celebrated. The Kabbalah 
offers a compelling answer. 

The holy Zohar asks the following 
question: How is it possible for a Festival 
which has a designated date and season 
to be observed at a later time? In an 
esoteric statement the Zohar relays 
the following: “A crown was placed on 
the head of Jewish people and its light 

and luster continues to shine…”. (Zohar 
Beha’alotcha, Raya Mehemna 153)

The idea of Pesach Sheni contains a deep 
message. The cryptic words of the Zohar 
appear to be suggesting that although the 
redemption from Egypt was a moment of 
crowning glory for our nation, in truth, the 
full glory has not yet come to fruition. The 
Zohar continues, “Whoever did not see the 
‘Matron’ (i.e. the Jewish people adorned 
with the crown) should come and look 
before the gates are locked.” This statement 
suggests that the freedom from Egypt only 
started a process - it will culminate with 
the full redemption at the end of days. 
Since Pesach is an ongoing process, its 
rituals can be extended. Pesach is part 
of an ongoing process extending into the 
future.  Pesach Sheni’s true meaning goes 
beyond merely offering a makeup date for 
those who missed Pesach the first time. 

Rabbi Abraham Isaac Kook zt’l (1865-
1935) expressed this sentiment in his 
classic volume Orot:

“The redemption continues onwards. 
The redemption from Egypt and the 
complete redemption of the future is one, 
uninterrupted act. The process of the 
“Strong hand and the outstretched arm” 
that began in Egypt continues its activity 
in all events. Moses and Elijah work 
to bring the same single redemption. 
One begins and one concludes; together 
they complete a unit. The spirit of Israel 
listens to the sounds of redemptive 
activity, the result of all events, until the 
full sprouting of salvation, in its fullness 
and goodness.” (Orot, p. 44)
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In this context Rav Kook distinguishes 
between two terms used to describe the 
Exodus. A verse in the Torah describing 
the exodus says: Remember...the strong 
hand and the outstretched arm with 
which the Eternal God brought you out 
of Egypt (Devarim 7:18-19). Rabbi Kook 
asked, What is the difference between 
a strong hand and an outstretched 
arm? The ‘strong hand’, says the Rav, 
refers to the forceful intervention that 
was needed to free the Israelites from 
Egypt. However, the ‘outstretched arm’ 
refers to the gradual process towards 
the ultimate goal  of realizing the full 
redemption (Olat Re’iyah Vol. 2, p. 279-
283). 

Do we find an instance in our holy 
literature where the word sheni 
is employed to describe the Final 
Redemption? Most notably we express 
this thought in our prayers in Shabbat 
morning Musaf’s Kedusha. “Ve’hu 
yashmeinu be’rachamav shenit le’enai 
kol chai.” “And He, in his compassion, 
will let us a hear a second time in the 
presence of all that lives.” Generally the 
language of prayer is patterned after 
pesukim in Tanach. In this case the 
expression originates in Isaiah 11:11, 
as part of the famous prophecy of ‘The 
wolf lying with the lamb”. Isaiah says, 
“And it will come to pass on that day that 
the Lord will continue to apply his hand 
a second time…”. The commentaries 
identify this ‘second time’ as equating 
the geulah from Egypt with the second 
or, final Geulah. This is also the meaning 
of Acharit Ke’Reishit, ‘The End Like the 

Beginning’, in the Nusach Sefard text.

The Talmud’s claim that it was Mishael 
and Eltzafan who petitioned Moshe, may 
at first glance, sound far-fetched. However, 
we discover a meaningful connection 
between these personalities and the 
notion of Pesach Sheni. Perhaps, the great 
sage Rabbi Akiva, chose to link their names 
with this episode due to the fact that they 
embodied the traits and conduct which 
are indispensable in bringing about a 
Pesach Sheni, ‘The Subsequent Pesach’; 
more precisely, the Geulah Shleimah, 
the Final Redemption. They exhibited 
empathy and kindness; they were people 
of exceptional modesty. And most notably 
they possessed an unshakable longing to 
fulfill a mitzvah, even when legitimately it 
was not required.

May we be inspired to attain the level 
of longing that Mishael and Eltzafan felt 
in their hearts. Indeed, we pray that the 
Almighty see the undying desire of Am 
Yisrael to return to Eretz Yisrael and 
to witness its rebuilding. In this merit 
may our yearnings and supplications 
be answered with the ultimate gift; the 
Geulah Shleimah. 
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Keeping the 
Flame Alive

Our Parsha opens with the well-
known directive to Moshe to 
speak to Aharon HaKohen 

concerning how the lamps of the 
Menorah should be kindled, followed 
by a brief description of the Menorah 
(Bemidbar 8:1-4). 

Standing by Titus’ Arch in Rome and 
gazing upon the carving of the Menorah 
being carried away by the Roman 
conquerors (and some say by the Jewish 
slaves, as indicated by the dress of those 
bearing the Menorah), one can only be 
mesmerized. The Menorah on that arch 
symbolizes the catastrophe that befell 
the Jews with the destruction of the 
Second Temple. But it also reminds us 

of the centrality of the Menorah in our 
collective Jewish consciousness.

Notably, the Menorah has become 
a fixed icon in Jewish thought and 
culture. Representations of the seven-
lamp artifact have been found on 
tombs and monuments dating from the 
first century, most often as a symbol of 
Judaism and the Jewish people. Perhaps 
the most notable contemporary example 
is the emblem of the State of Israel.

The miracle of that eternal 
flame signaled that 
the Shechinah rested among 
Israel

The commentators ask why the 
directive to Aharon appears immediately 
after the recitation of the tribal offerings 
during the dedication of the Mishkan. 
The Midrash Tanchuma indicates that 
Aharon was upset that he and his tribe 
were left out of the dedication ceremony. 

BY MENACHEM PERSOFF     
Special Projects Consultant, OU Israel Center
mpersoff@ou.org

DIVREI MENACHEM

NACHI REALTY 054-461-3943
Reduced price! Inheart of Old Katamon. 
Ground floor no stairs. 3.5 rooms 75 meters. 
Renovated 2.39m NIS
Best Value in Rechavia! 4 rooms, 90 meters, 
4th floor with Shabbat Elevator.
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New building in Baka, 2-5 rooms, Spacious 
units with Mirpesot, parking, storage room 
and Shabbat Elevators. Prices start at 1.55m 
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Now, Aharon was being enlightened 
that the task of kindling the Menorah 
was of far greater significance than a 
temporary offering.

Ramban indicates further that only 
the Kohen Hagadol could undertake 
the task of lighting the Menorah. It 
fell to Aharon’s lot because, one day, 
his descendants, the Chashmona’im, 
would succeed in driving out the Syrian-
Greeks, in rededicating the Temple, and 
in rekindling the Menorah. In essence, 
Aharon (whose actions in the saga of 
the Golden-Calf were calamitous) would 
now represent the noble and courageous 
family that would, one day, save the 
entire nation.

The Menorah is said to symbolize 
the ideal of universal enlightenment 
and wisdom. Six branches of human 
knowledge1 are indicated by the six 
lamps that incline towards the central 
lamp, eternally lit: That is the Light 
of God – or Knowledge of Torah – that 
informs and feeds the human intellect. 

1  Based on Rav Aharon 
Soloveitchik, cited in “Emes Ve’emunah" 
website, May 26, 2013, the six branches of 
knowledge  are, respectively:

1) Tevunah - the ability to understand 
and draw conclusions.

2) The knowledge of nature - in subjects 
like chemistry and physics.

3) The knowledge of the soul – or as Rav 
Aharon puts it, the study of psychology.

4) The knowledge of biology.
5) Music.
6) Metaphysics (philosophy). 

Moreover, the miracle of that eternal 
flame signaled that the Shechinah rested 
among Israel (cf. Shabbat 22b).

The lamps of the Menorah were lit 
daily from fresh, consecrated olive oil, 
and they burned from evening until 
morning (Shemot  27:21).  Aharon’s duty 
was to clean and prepare the lamps 
daily such that in the words of the Ohr 
Hachaim, he would effectively build a 
new Menorah every single day. May we, 
too, in Aharon’s merit, rekindle our faith 
and Torah knowledge from one day to 
the next. 

Shabbat Shalom!

Write it 
Down...
Before it’s
Too Late
If you don’t write down your 
parents’ stories, they’ll be 
forgotten in a generation or two.

 Don’t know where to start?
 No time?
 Can’t get around to it?

Let me do the work for you!

052-3115682 • dannyverbov@gmail.com
www.dannyverbov.com
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Which Way to 
Turn at Bo’i 
B’shalom 

Question: In what direction should 
one turn when getting up to “Bo’i 
B’shalom” at the end of Lecha Dodi? 
Many shuls seems to have confusion on 
the matter.  

Answer: The practice of welcoming 
the Shabbat “bride” in a special physical 
manner has its roots at least a thousand 
years before Rav Shlomo Alkabetz wrote 
Lecha Dodi (mid sixteenth century, 
Tzefat). The gemara (Bava Kama 32b) 
tells of Amoraim who would “go out” 
dressed for Shabbat, proclaiming their 
welcoming of Shabbat, with one saying 
“Bo’i kalla.” Rav Alkabetz based his last 
stanza on this Talmudic account. 

What is special about this juncture, 
and what is the significance of turning 
around? The Shulchan Aruch (Orach 
Chayim 261:4) views Barchu, which 
begins the first tefilla of Shabbat, as an 
acceptance of Shabbat; this was true 
in the time of the Rishonim. He then 
continues: “For us, saying Mizmor Shir 
L’yom HaShabbat is like their answering 

FROM THE VIRTUAL DESK OF THE

OU VEBBE REBBE
RAV DANIEL MANN

Barchu.” While the Magen Avraham 
(261:13) questions whether people 
intend to accept Shabbat then, the 
Mishna Berura (261:31) comments that 
by his time, people clearly did intend, 
and that those who say Lecha Dodi accept 
Shabbat with “bo’i kalla bo’i kalla.” It is 
likely not an accident that it became the 
last thing recited before Mizmor Shir 
L’yom HaShabbat. 

Acharonim presume turning is a 
replacement for the aforementioned 
“going out” to greet Shabbat (although 
the Knesset Hagedola, Tur 262:3 does 
recommend leaving shul for an open 
area). Several (including Kaf Hachayim, 
OC 262:32) cite the Arizal, who did go 
out to a high place, to say Bo’i kalla while 
facing the setting sun – in the west. The 
Pri Megadim (EA 262:3) and Mishna 
Berura (262:10) also mention the west. 
Some say (see Igrot Moshe, OC III:45) that 
the significance of the west is due to the 
idea that the shechina is concentrated 
there (Bava Batra 25a). 

The confusion comes about from 
the fact that in classic Ashkenazi 
communities there were a few reasons 
to turn to the west. Two do not change – 
the sun sets in the west and the shechina 
is to the west. However, if the idea is 
to welcome Shabbat like an important 
guest, then to demonstrate this, one could 
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turn to the main entrance of the shul, 
which is usually in the west, opposite 
the aron kodesh (see B’tzel Hachochma 
III:65). Alternatively, it can show that 
one has thoughts of going out of the shul 
(Igrot Moshe ibid.). One other reason is 
cited (and rejected – Igrot Moshe ibid.) 
to turn toward the back of the shul is 
that at (approximately, depending on 
minhag) this time, mourners during 
shiva enter shul, so this positions people 
to address them. Since the aron kodesh 
in most communities was to the east, one 
would turn to the west. If the Acharonim 
mentioned west only because that is 
where their main entrances were, then 
in places that do not face east or if the 
main entrance is not to the west, one 
would face the entrance rather than the 
west. 

B’tzel Hachochma (III:65), writing in 
Melbourne, starts with the presumption 
that turning to the west is what most 
poskim suggest, and yet the minhag of 
the local communities was to turn to the 
back of the shul. He justifies the minhag 
with a few observations. He argues 

that if the idea is to face the sun, then it 
makes less sense when one is in a closed 
room and/or the sun has already set. In 
those cases, the matter of welcoming 
the “guest” has more weight than the 
advantage(s) of the west. To the contrary, 
for those who daven to the west (as they 
do in Melbourne), the worst thing is not 
to turn at all. Rav Moshe Feinstein (ibid.) 
prefers the west but says that the main 
thing is that something is done in honor 
of the entering Shabbat. 

It is proper that in such a public matter 
that a shul has a unified approach, 
as different people facing different 
directions is not very mechubad. If one 
has the minhag to do one way and he 
is in a shul where they do another, he 
must realize that lo titgodedu (not doing 
things that contradict local practice) is 
a real halacha, and the preferred way 
to turn is a minhag that can be fulfilled 
reasonably in different ways. 

 Having a dispute? 
For a Din Torah in English or 

Hebrew contact ‘Eretz Hemdah 
- Gazit’ Rabbinical Court: 077-
215-8-215 • fax: (02) 537-9626 

beitdin@eretzhemdah.org  
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 Machon Puah for Fertility and
Gynecology in Accordance with Halacha RABBI GIDEON

WEITZMAN

The 
Sanhedrin 
and Medicine

Last week we saw that the Bartenura 
only permitted using a medication 
that was effective if the remedy in-

volved some halachic question. Even if 
some doctors approve the medical treat-
ment, unless it is recognized by the wider 
medical community of experts, it cannot 
be used.

This may explain why the members 
of the Sanhedrin have to be Torah 
scholars and wise men, and must also 
know medicine. (See Rambam, Hilchot 
Sanhedrin 2:1) Rabbi David ben Shlomo 
ibn Avi Zimra, the Radvaz, explains the 
reason for the requirement of medical 

knowledge. “That they should know the 
things that heal naturally and that can 
be taken on Shabbat, as opposed to that 
which heals supernaturally.”

Why must these Torah scholars know 
medicine? Surely it would be sufficient 
if they were to consult with doctors who 
would give their expert opinion. Rabbi 
Zilberstein (Shiurei Torah Lerofim III:169) 
suggests that there are situations of doubt 
in which the medications have not been 
completely tested and it is difficult to 
give a clear indication as to how effective 
they are. The doctor may not be able to 
determine whether they are halachically 
considered to be a “complete medication” 
in the words of the Bartenura, that can 
be used even if it involves a halachic 
prohibition.

In such cases it is essential that the 
members of the Sanhedrin are able to 
give a competent explanation of the 
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medical situation. Together they can 
reach a halachic decision as to whether 
the medication is sufficiently effective, 
which will permit it to be used.

But this only refers to experimental 
treatment. If a drug has been proven to be 
successful and is backed by expert doctors 
and scientific evidence, then it can and 
should be used. This is the case even if 
there are medical experts who disagree 
and claim that the medical treatment is 
ineffective.

According to this explanation there is 
no difference of opinion as to whether 
one can use an experimental treatment. 
Everyone agrees that a drug that has a 
medical basis, and where the science is 
sound, can be used and should be used 
even if it involves a halachic prohibition. 
However, if the medication works in a 
“supernatural” way, then it can only be 
used if it does not ‘compromise’ a halachic 
obligation.

What would be the halacha 
regarding a completely new therapy 
or vaccination? If the treatment had a 
certain danger, or a number of people 
would be adversely affected before 
a cure would be found, would the 
halacha permit such trials?

More on this next week. 

The Puah Institute is based in Jerusalem 
and helps couples from all over the world 
who are experiencing fertility problems. 
Offices in Jerusalem, New York, Los Angeles 
& Paris. Contact (Isr) 02-651-5050 (US) 718-
336-0603 www.puahonline.org
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TORAH VEHA'ARETZ
INSTITUTE BY RABBI MOSHE BLOOM

www.toraland.org.il/en

Beha’alotecha: 
Going Up 
(and Down) 
Cabbage and 
Collard

Question: I am 
growing a vegetable 
called by many names, 
including: tree collard, 
tree kale, walking stick 
collard, which I grew 
from seeds bought on 
eBay.

This collard plant lasts 
many years.  We have been eating 
the leaves from the same plants for the last 
three or four years.  The plants are almost 
5-6 ft tall.  I am cutting off branches and 
rooting them to make new plants.

Could these plants be considered trees or 
just long lasting vegetable plants?

Answer: Cabbage is mentioned by the 
Sages as a large, perennial plant. The 
Mishnah (Orlah 3:7) lists items that were 
considered important due to their size, 

value, or nature. One of them is kolsei 
keruv, explained by the Rosh as “Cabbage 
stalks of the Land of Israel that were large.”

The Gemara (Ketuvot 111b) states: “Our 
father left us a cabbage stalk and we would 
go up and down it with a ladder.” While 
possible that this anecdote is hyperbolic, 
we see that cabbage towered high, and 
obviously grew for an extended period of 
time.

Rashi (Beitzah 3b) comments: “Cabbage 
stalks with their leaves, and the cabbage of 
the Land of Israel was as large as a tree, 
as stated in Ketuvot.” Nevertheless, we do 
not see anywhere that cabbage is treated 
halachically like a tree; it was clearly 
viewed as a vegetable. 

From the Mishnah in Shevi’it (9:1, 
on sefichin), it seems that cabbage is a 
perennial plant. Rashi writes: “But not so 
the sefichin of cabbage; rather, its leaves 
grow on branches ….” 

For more on this topic, see Moshe 
Raanan’s article on the Daf Yomi Portal, 
Ketuvot 75.

In conclusion: Chazal note that cabbage 
can be perennial, but nevertheless define 
it as a vegetable. For this reason, kale/
collard is considered a vegetable despite 
its perennial nature. 
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RABBI EPHRAIM
SPRECHER Faculty, OU Israel Center

The Menorah 
– Light Up 
My Life!

Parshat Beha’alotcha begins with the 
Mitzva for the Kohen to light the 
Menorah daily, in the Mishkan and 

later on in the Beit HaMikdash even on 
Shabbat.

What is the message of the Menorah 
for us when we have no Mikdash? And 
we know that the Torah is Gd’s GPS (Gd’s 
Personal System) for us in the year 2020 
and beyond.

The Mishna (Avot Ch. 4) teaches, “There 
are three crowns: The crown of Torah, 
the crown of Kehuna (priesthood) and 
the crown of Monarchy.” Corresponding 
to these three, with which Israel were 
crowned, there were three crowns on the 
Temple vessels. The crown of Torah cor-
responds to the gold crown, which was 
set on the Ark of Testimony (containing 
the Two Tablets). The crown of Kehuna 
corresponds to the incense altar, for only 
regarding the Kohanim (priests) does it 
say, “They shall place incense in Your 
Presence, and put sacrifices on Your Altar” 
(Deuteronomy 33:10). Finally, the crown of 

monarchy corresponds to the table in the 
Sanctuary, for tables, which in Biblical and 
later Hebrew can symbolize wealth and 
bounty (see Psalm 23), may here be viewed 
as evoking the economic and political pow-
er of the state.

Still, the Mishnah adds that there is 
yet another crown, “the crown of a good 
name,” which “surpasses them all.” This 
crown is NOT enumerated among the oth-
ers. Rather, it is kept separate from them 
and it stands on its own. To what does this 
crown correspond in the Temple?

The Maharal of Prague associates this 
crown with the fourth vessel of the Temple 
- the pure-gold Menorah. The Menorah 
has no gold crown on it. Neither is it made 
of acacia wood inlayed with gold. Rather, 
the whole menorah is like a pure golden 
crown, embellished with golden cups, 
spheres and flowers. The crown of the me-
norah is not something extrinsic to it - the 
menorah itself is a crown.

It is the same with a person’s good name. 
It is not an external crown that is placed 
upon his head. A man’s good name touches 
on his very essence. It includes his whole 
personality in all its components. It is not 
an external image, fashioned by public 
relations professionals, photographers, 
and newsmen. A person’s good name is 
the reputation that he earns for himself 
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through his whole life’s work, all his deeds 
and ventures. That is why this crown sur-
passes all the others.

A man’s good name does not find expres-
sion at the beginning of his life. Rather, it 
is acquired through strenuous, daily toil 
over the course of one’s whole life. King 
Solomon therefore said, “A good name is 
better than precious oil” (Ecclesiastes 7:1). 
But however good it may be, oil is applied 
externally to a person’s body, while a per-
son’s good name is that person himself.

Moreover, that same verse concludes, 
“and the day of death is better than the 
day of birth.” Only on the day that a man 
dies is the good name that he acquired for 
himself during his life fully revealed. The 
Menorah cause us to reflect on the type of 
life we are living. 

02-625-2555 firstisrael.com
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BY SIVAN RAHAV-MEIR

The Power of 
Music
אָֹתם  ֲעשֶׂה  תַּ ה  ִמְקשָׁ ֶסף  כֶּ ֲחצוְֹצרֹת  י  תֵּ שְׁ ְלָך  ֲעשֵׂה 

ֲחנוֹת. ע ֶאת ַהמַּ ְוָהיּו ְלָך ְלִמְקָרא ָהֵעָדה ּוְלַמסַּ

Make for yourself two silver 
trumpets; you shall make them from a 
beaten form; they shall be used by you 
to summon the congregation and to 
announce the departure of the camps. 
(Num. 10:2)

When the words cease and the music 
begins, everything changes. The world 
of music is higher than the world of 
speech, and the Torah tells us to go up 
a notch every so often and let the music 
take over. Moses is instructed to prepare 
two silver trumpets and blow them 
on certain occasions, such as when he 
wants to assemble the entire nation, 
when they are forced to go to war, or for 
happier events and offering sacrifices 
during the festivals.

The Sefer HaHinukh explains the 
reasons for this special commandment 
of blowing the trumpets. Although the 
explanation was written seven hundred 
years ago, its message is still relevant 
today.

Given a person’s physical nature, one 
needs great awakening to do things, and 
there is nothing that will awaken more 
than the sound of music, especially 
the sound of the trumpets, the greatest 
sound of any musical instrument. There 
is another advantage of the sound of the 
trumpet, in addition to the fact that it 
awakens a person to act. The sound of 
the music also brings a person to remove 
thoughts of all other matters from his 
heart, so that he can focus only on the 
sacrifice. Why should I speak at length 
about this sound? Anyone who has 
listened to the sound of the shofar with 
concentration will understand my point.

The author of Sefer HaHinukh explains 
that we are awakened when we hear 
a musical tune and our thoughts and 
concerns are washed away. He added that 
he has no need for lengthy explanations; 
anyone who has ever listened to the 
shofar blowing will understand what he 
means. 

Sivan Rahav-Meir is an Israeli 
journalist, currently on shlichut of World 
Mizrahi movement to the US. She is the 
author of #Parasha (Menorah Press) 
and Reaching to Heaven (Artscroll).  
To receive her daily insight on the 
portion of the week, text your name to:                                                    
972-58-679-9000
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Mayanei Hayeshua 
Closes Emergency 
Coronavirus Unit
Remarkable 85% 
Recovery Rate Achieved

With the last of its patients returning home, the Respiratory Intensive Care Unit of the 
Coronavirus Department is now closed, enabling 
the hospital’s senior executive to assess how our 
staff managed the pandemic. Most significantly, 
Mayanei Hayeshua recorded an astonishing 85% 
complete recovery rate among patients who 
received respiratory assistance due to their critical 
condition. Most of the patients hospitalized were 
residents of Bnei Brak, which was subjected to 
a community lockdown order because of the 
disproportionately high rate of infection. 

Professor Eliyahu Patrick Sorkine, who led Mayanei Hayeshua’s emergency response 
team, proudly announced: “We can report that zero patients inside the Medical Center 
and zero members of the medical staff became infected. This zero cross-contamination 
means that right now, Mayanei Hayeshua is Israel’s safest hospital.”

From the outset, Mayanei Hayeshua Medical Center was quick to understand that 
Bnei Brak, as a densely populated city with a community character, would likely suffer 
disproportionately from a pandemic outbreak. Regardless of cost, the hospital sprang 
into action to ensure the safety of all patients, including the busy maternity wards, and 
all medical staff. 

Chaim Fachler, Director of Resource Development, notes: “It is truly gratifying to 
see how all Mayanei Hayeshua’s staff rallied to the cause of saving lives. Everyone 

performed way beyond the call of 
duty as we fought the battle against 
the pandemic. The high rate of 
recovery, unrivaled anywhere in Israel 
or worldwide, reflects our relentless 
devotion to the sanctity of life.” 

For more details, please contact 
Chaim Fachler at chaimf@mhmc.co.il 
or visit our website at 
https://www.fomhmc.org/
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THE NEW OLD PATH
BY RABBI BENJI LEVY
CEO Of Mosaic United

Image is 
Nothing 
– Taste is 
Everything

Above all else, a leader needs 
to understand his people. 
Throughout his years of 

leadership, Moses displays a profoundly 
deep understanding of and a high 
tolerance threshold for the Jewish nation. 
But one of the few sagas that places a real 
strain on his patience and causes him to 
request that God end his mission, is the 
case of their complaint about the manna, 
when he says: ‘And if this is how You deal 
with me, then kill me now’ (Num. 11:15).

In comparison to the exotic Egyptian 
cuisine - the ‘cucumbers, melons, leeks, 
onions and garlic’ (Num. 11:5), that the 
Jews remember with nostalgia – in the 
desert, they have ‘nothing to anticipate 
but the manna’ (Num. 11:6) – a uniform 
substance lacking visual appeal. This 
complaint is strange. Whereas the food 
the Jewish people received in Egypt was 
limited to that which was given to them by 
their Egyptian masters, the Midrash says 
that the miraculous manna from heaven 

tasted like whatever the Jews desired (Ex. 
Rabba 5:9), and was thus only limited by 
the constraints of their imaginations. So, 
what was the complaint about?

Perhaps the complaint is not actually 
regarding the taste of the substance, but 
rather its form. During their sojourn 
in Egypt, the Jewish people become 
accustomed to a more superficial 
existence, one where image matters more 
than essence. Now, however, having 
left the superficial society of Egypt in 
the physical sense, God is helping them 
detach from it in a spiritual sense too. He 
is trying to teach them that it is what is on 
the inside that counts, ‘do not look at the 
jug, but rather at what is inside’ (Mishna, 
Tractate Avot 4:20). Missing the point of 
this lesson, the people still crave the more 
sophisticated appearance of luscious-
looking food. 

In Proverbs, King Solomon writes, 
‘grace is deceptive, and beauty is vain: 
It is a God-fearing woman who should 
be praised’ (Proverbs 31:30). Solomon, 
one of the wisest men to have ever lived 
(I Kings 5:10), astutely states that inner 
integrity and conviction transcend the 
more fleeting and transient outer beauty. 
When the generation of the desert worry 
about the way their food looks, it makes 
the tastiest of foods seem distasteful. At 
the end of the day presentation and taste 
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are indeed both important. But before 
worrying about its physical arrangement 
on the plate, in order for the food to 
be delicious and nutritious it needs to 
be cooked well, with the appropriate 
ingredients and techniques. Similarly, 
with people, both internal character 
and external appearances are indeed of 
value, but the priority must always be on 
building a stellar internal character. Often 
today too, people care more about other’s 
perceptions of physical appearances than 
about what is going on inside. 

In ancient times, there was a practice 
among the Egyptian elite to be buried in 
their pyramids and vaults together with 
their treasures and valuables, rather than 
passing them on to be utilised by the next 
generation. Such a custom highlights 
their focus, even in death, on the external 
image they portray to others. 

This is the culture that the generation of 
the desert is born into, and that influenced 
their focus on superficiality and externals. 
Now, as they journey through the desert, 
God is helping this fledgling nation, a 
people who by no choice of their own 
have become slaves to superficiality, to 
rebuild themselves from the inside out. 
Through the divine gift of manna, which 
represents internal goodness alone and 
displays a complete absence of external 
beauty, God is teaching the Jewish people 
the rich value of inner taste and meaning, 
in contrast to the vacuous and relatively 
insignificant nature of the outer facade. 

Stay in touch with @RabbiBenji and 
learn more at www.RabbiBenji.com
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TORAH 4 TEENS
BY TEENS NCSY ISRAEL

Gavriel Novick, 
Director of 
Regional 
Development

Let's Work Together

When Aharon is given the command to 
light the menorah he is told “when you 
light the lamps, the seven lamps shall 
cast their light toward the face of the 
menorah.” What exactly does this mean 
and what is its significance?

The Seforno explains that the 6 outer 
flames will shine towards the center 
so that all 7 flames will illuminate the 
central branch of the menorah. The 
candles on the right side, he continues, 
represent those engaged in Torah 
learning and those on the left represent 
those engaged in worldly matters in 
order to support the learning of Torah. 
Each side is directed towards the central 
goal of serving Hashem.

Both sides are essential. According 
to the Seforno, when the Jewish people 
accepted the Torah saying “we shall 
do” their intention was between all 
of the Jewish people we will keep the 
commandments. None of us can do it 
alone. Only together can we fulfill the 
will of Hashem.

At NCSY Israel, we feel privileged to 

teach and inspire the next generation of 
Jewish leadership here in Israel. Through 
targeted programming, role models and 
relationships, NCSY Israel helps teen 
olim integrate, succeed and contribute to 
their country. But none of this is possible 
without those on the other side of the 
menorah who believe in our mission 
and support our program. Our partners 
and sponsors realize this message. 
They embrace the responsibility of a 
central goal in educating and inspiring 
our children. And they recognize their 
personal charge in this endeavor. 

We invite you to join us in this noble 
mission. On June 9th and 10th we will 
look back at an amazing year of growth 
at NCSY Israel and give back to inspire 
our teenage youth. Together, and only 
together, we can paint a bright Jewish 
future. 

Liat Sanders                 
11th Grade, 
Jerusalem

The Struggle to Truly 
Believe

In this week’s parsha we see the 
continuation of the Jewish people’s journey 
out of Egypt. We see the struggles they face 
in the desert but also their struggle to trust 
God and  to believe that He always wants 
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what is best for them even when they 
cannot easily see it at the moment.

It seems that this idea applies to us as 
well. Everyone struggles at times believing 
in the ways of God. Even in the moments 
we may struggle with our emuna we 
should always remember that God is 
always just and always wants what is best 
for us.

Mitzvot are a way where we can connect 
to God and be closer to him spiritually. 
So when one may be struggling, mitzvot 
are a way to bring Him closer. Keep on 
working hard because God is always 
there for us. The Almighty is there even 
in our hardest moments when we can’t 
see it. 

In the desert it was hard for the Jewish 
people to see how hard God worked to 
protect and keep them safe and how 
much He cared about them. It was a 
challenge for them to have full faith and 
see that everything He was doing was for 
them. 

We can learn a lesson from this. We 
need to have trust and recognize all the 
good that surrounds us!! 

May we all stay safe and healthy!

Shabbat Shalom! 

------------------------------------

NCSY Israel is the premier organization 
in Israel, dedicated to connect, inspire, and 
empower teen olim to the Land of Israel by 
encouraging passionate Judaism through 
Torah and Tradition. Find out more at 
israel.ncsy.org

Talbieh: 4 rooms, good 
exposures elevator, parking.

Katamon: 5 room apt. 130 sq. duplex 
with roof terrace, Car park, Quiet st. 4.9 
million nis.
Katamon:  6 room 210 sq. duplex garden apt. 
Private entrance, parking, Close to shtiblech. 
7.7 million nis.
Katamon: Garden apt. 5 rooms 3 baths. 
renovated, parking, Centrally located to shops, 
transportation. Immediate

Rechavia Wolfson towers: 5 rooms 2.5 baths 
Renovated. Shabbat elevator, Knesset view.

For Sale

 SHIFFY SHNELLER REAL ESTATE

Shi�y@shneller co.il
052-2639702  |  www.shneller.co.il

For Rent
Pinsker building:  4 
rooms, views, terrace, 
High �oor, Shabbat Elevator, 
parking , long term.

Katamon: 6 room garden apt. Well kept. Long 
term.

For Rent
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WALK THROUGH
THE PARSHA  WITH RABBI DAVID WALK

Faculty, OU Israel

The Joys                   
of Travel

Did you ever notice that travel looks 
best from the vantage point of 
one’s living room? When you’re 

actually out there on the road, or worse 
on the plane, being back home often looks 
very attractive. Of course, now that travel 
plans are all on hold, we’re all depressed 
that we can’t go on that vacation. I can’t 
speak for anyone else, but I don’t think I’m 
getting on a plane until there’s a vaccine. 
Bottom line: whether we’re home or on 
the road, we tend to complain. And if 
you like complaining, this week’s Torah 
reading is for you.

This week’s parsha is a tale of two 
mind sets. The prospect of traveling 
forward toward the Promised Land at the 
beginning of the parsha looks amazing. 
There are trumpets and flags. When the 
Holy Ark of the Covenant is readied to 
move, there is triumphant singing. It all 
seems amazing, until they actually set out.

The very first verse after departure is 
extremely disappointing: And the people 
complained (murmured, grumbled) 
bitterly about their hardships, and God 
was displeased (11:1). This description 

of the take-off is a very unclear verse, 
indeed. What hardships? What bothered 
God? Rashi dispatches the entire problem 
by saying that the complainers were 
a distinct group of wicked folk, not 
mainstream Jews. I’m glad that Rashi 
didn’t know normal, non-evil Jews who 
were complainers.

The Sforno seems to have known real 
Jews who complained. He suggests that 
this group was complaining about the 
travails of travel. They probably had kids. 
The Bachur Shor had a very reasonable, 
but very disturbing idea. He assumed 
that were concerned about the prospect 
of entering Israel soon and going to war. 
They were afraid to die in battle. 

Rabbeinu Bechaye reasonably 
maintains that the complaints had to do 
with the harsh conditions of the desert. 
These people had spent their whole lives 
near the banks of the Nile, described as 
a veritable ‘vegetable garden (Devarim 
11:10).’ Now they’re traveling across a 
dangerous desert. The anger of God in this 
scenario is that the Jews had so quickly 
lost the optimistic and even joyous spirit 
of just a few days earlier, when they 
departed from the camp at the foot of Mt. 
Sinai. 

Personally, I’m not sure what the 
complaint was. All these opinions have 
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great merit, but as a parent and teacher, 
I think I know what angered God, as we’ll 
soon see. There are legitimate complaints 
and there are reasonable ways of 
complaining. The book of Bamidbar 
deals with many complaints. It’s almost a 
subtheme of the volume. And they have 
already seen how to complain correctly.

This kind of immature 
behavior in no longer to be 
tolerated. Emergencies, wars, 
pandemics require discipline

Earlier in this week’s Torah reading, 
there are Jews who approach Moshe 
Rabbeinu, and rightfully claim: We are 
ceremonially unclean because of touching 
a dead body. Why are we being restrained 
from presenting the Lord’s offering at 
its appointed time among the Israelites? 
(Bamidbar 9:7). These people have a 
legitimate complaint. They performed the 
mitzva of caring for a deceased member 
of the nation (according to the Midrash, 
they were carrying the bones of Yosef 
for reburial in Eretz Yisrael), and now 
are being barred, for technical reasons, 
from bringing the Korban Pesach, Paschal 
Lamb. It doesn’t seem fair.

No problem! God instructs Moshe 
to announce a brand new mitzva and 
observance: Pesach Sheni. From now on, 
there will be an assigned make-up date 
for anyone who technically can’t bring 
the Korban Pesach in its proper time, and 
it will be the 14th of Iyar, one month later 

than the normal date. Problem solved; 
everyone’s happy.

Why didn’t this happen when the Jews 
complained a few days out from Mt. Sinai?

Simple, they didn’t follow the previous 
example of coming before Moshe and 
reasonably laying out their grievance. 
Why didn’t they? I wasn’t there, but I 
think that they were suffering from the 
harsh circumstances, and didn’t think 
through their complaint. Instead, their 
behavior smacked of rebellion and, 
because it was against God, heresy or, 
perhaps, blasphemy.

Why was the response so harsh and 
quick? I believe, because now they’re in 
the army. They're preparing to enter the 
Land of Israel and fight for their birthright. 
This kind of immature behavior in no 
longer to be tolerated. Emergencies, wars, 
pandemics require discipline. God is 
instilling it into the nation.

The lessons here are eternal and 
crucial. There are respectful and proper 
ways to lodge complaints, and there 
are circumstances which require strict 
discipline. The nation was young, but 
couldn’t act like children in the face of 
grave dangers. The bad news is we still 
must put up with children in the back-
seat whining, ‘Are we there yet?’ The good 
news is that we have every right to expect 
them to grow into responsible members 
of the Jewish people, who will learn how 
to lodge legitimate complaints. 

Ah, so when are we all going to grow 
up? 
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Menora from beginning of the sedra 
(and from the haftara - the haftara is 
also read on Shabbat Chanuka) R Lamb 
labeled 2 is for Pesach Sheni R Box of 
Tide, so that the Leviyim can wash their 
clothes. The Tide is also for Yehoshua 
Kohein HaGadol in the haftara, who is 
described as having soiled clothes and 
needs to clean up R Jeans, a.k.a. Levi's 
for the Leviyim R Silver trumpets are 
for the two CHATZOTZROT which Moshe 
was commanded in B'haalot'cha to make 
from silver R 2nd row: "reading" right to 
left, you have: when the cloud lifts, that 
is a sign to travel. Hence the green light 
R The next row of pictures is the result 
of the Cloud's lifting and the go-ahead 
for traveling: The four flag-camps are 
marching in the direction of the arrow 
R Aron Kodesh refers to the backwards 
-NUN-bracketed p'sukim which we say 
when taking out and returning the Torah 
to the Ark R Smiling watermelon refers 
to Bamidbar 11:5 - the Jews remembered 
fondly various foods they ate in Egypt 
and could not get the manna to taste like 
R Former US Vice President Dan Quayle 
is quail R Snowflake is a reminder of 
Miriam's punishment for Lashon HaRa 
R The eyes are Yitro. That’s what Moshe 
wanted him to be for us on our journeys 
R The candle lighting other candles is an 
analogy to Moshe giving of his Ru'ach 

HaKodesh to the 70 elders he gathered, to 
share his burdens of leadership R X-ed out 
soldier is from the haftara, LO V'CHAYIL R 
The musical instrument which resembles 
a lute is an OUD, rhymes with food. 
(Speaking of food, OUD looks like OU 
dairy, but that has nothing to do with 
these ParshaPix.) In the haftara, the word 
OOD occurs, spelled ALEF-VAV-DALET. 
Artscroll- Stone Chumash translates it as 
fire-brand R Picture of Lech Walesa, Nobel 
Peace Prize laureate and former president 
of Poland. Ethnically, he is a Slav, hence 
his use in this PP representing the SLAV, 
quail R Challa board commemorates the 
layer of dew upon which the manna fell, 
as described in B'haalot'cha R Yes, matza 
and maror accompany the eating of 
Pesach Sheni. No, four cups of wine do not. 
(Neither do Hagada, Hallel, etc. - to clarify: 
Hallel while KP2 is being brought in the 
Beit HaMikdash, but no Hallel when it is 
eaten) R City emblems of Yerushalayim 
and Modiin. The distance between them is 
the limit beyond which a person would be 
considered DERECH R'CHOKA for Korban 
Pesach purposes (today's Modiin might 
not be where the original one was) R The 
emblem of the State of Israel is based on 
the haftara R The dreidel a.k.a. Sivivon = 
Haftara is also for Chanuka R And there 
is a photo of a quail, so you have the two 
cryptic quails and a very straight-forward 
one R the marble above the equal sign is a 
GULA in Hebrew. In the haftara, the word 
GULA is an oil-bowl on top of the Menorah 
that Zecharya saw (in the haftara) R the 
challah boardis for the layer of dew that 
fell first and then the manna on it R and 
two Unexplaineds (a.k.a. TTriddles)
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JONATHAN POLLARD 10,956+1661* days imprisoned • www.jonathanpollard.org

 
ttRIDDLES 
Last week's FPTL TTriddle was In the 6th
year. BASHANA HASHISHIT = 1372. This
week, there is a FPTL TTriddle and two
Unexplaineds in the ParshaPix. Send
solutions to tt@ouisrael.org

Learning is a Lifetime Process
We study Parshat HaShavua every
week, year after week. (Or, we are
supposed to.) We review the laws and
customs of the chagim every year. (Or,
we are supposed to.) But one thing that
is hard to say is, BEEN THERE, DONE
THAT! (Or - estado allí, hecho eso - if
you speak Spanish.) Because learning
Torah, Mitzvot, Halacha, Minhagim... is
never stale. There are always new things
to learn. New insights to find. New
angles to explore. Torah should never be
boring. There is no BEEN THERE, DONE
THAT with Torah, like there was with
skydiving and white water rafting in the
old PepsiMax commercial.

At least that is supposed to be. "BAYOM
HAZEH... that Torah should be fresh in
your eyes as if today you received it."

No matter how much you know - or
think you know - there is always more to
learn. Torah is not just very very much,
it is infinite. 

A case in point (an expression or cliché
based on a French expression, in use
since the 1700s):

Last week, in T4, in a Zoom shiur, and on
TTA, I gave many reasons for dairy on
Shavuot and particularly, for both meat
and dairy - of course with proper
attention to halacha all the way. And
then yesterday, I heard a 5 minute Dvar
Torah on Torah Anytime by Rabbi Daniel
Glatstein, about the same topic. I could
save all this for next year, but I'm to
impatient to hold on to it for so long.

There is a Midrash that the heavenly
angels complained to HKB"H that he
should not give the Torah to Bnei
Yisrael, but rather to them. G-d had
Moshe Rabeinu answer them, which he
did. But G-d had an answer to the angels
too. He said the Torah forbids milk in
meat, which Bnei Yisrael will observe
scrupulously. You, angels, on the other
hand, did not observe that mitzva when
you visited Avraham and he served you
BEN HABAKAR (sources say it was beef
tongue in mustard sauce) and CHEM'A
and CHALAV. And you 'ate' under the
tree. Bnei Yisrael is to receive the Torah,
not you.

Another source says that the angels
said they were neighbors of G-d's and
deserved the Torah, not us. G-d said
that because of BASAR B'CHALAV that
they will observe, they will be called
BANIM to HASHEM, and have first claim
on the Torah. Very Shavuot appropriate.
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CHIZUK & IDUD
BY RABBI YERACHMIEL RONESS
Ramat Shiloh, Beit Shemesh

 for Olim & Not-yet-Olim

Who Did 
Moshe 
Marry?

We know full well that Moshe 
was married to a Midianite 
woman – Zippora, the 

daughter of Yitro. Yet, in this week’s 
Parsha (Bamidbar 12:1) we read of a 
Cushite wife: “And Miriam and Aharon 
spoke against Moshe because of the 
Cushite (Ethiopian?) woman whom 
he had married; for he had married a 
Cushite woman”.

Many commentators are perplexed 
by the sudden introduction of this new 
figure. Rashi insists that Moshe had 
only one single wife – Zippora. Why 
did Aharon and Miriam refer to her 
as a Cushite? Rashi quotes the Sifri’s 
explanation stating that just as a dark 
skinned person stands out in a crowd by 
virtue of their skin color, so too, Zippora 
stood out by dint of her remarkable 
external beauty coupled with her 
virtuous soul.

The Rashbam, however, follows the 
Peshat, the simple meaning, of the 
Torah’s words. Accepting the Torah’s 

description of this possible second 
wife at face value, Rashbam adopts the 
mysterious narrative found in various 
Midrashim, suggesting that the Cushite 
was a woman from Moshe’s past. As a 
young man fleeing Mitzrayim, Moshe 
had made his way to Cush, eventually 
marrying a local woman and living 
there for forty years. Although many 
might find it hard to swallow this 
claim, the main virtue of the Rashbam’s 
suggestion is that it follows the simlpe 
meaning of the Torah’s words.

Just as the Torah’s sudden introduction 
of a Cushite woman perplexed the 
Biblical commentators, so too the 
historic appearance of a large multitude 
of Ethiopian men, women and children, 
airlifted to Israel in the 1980’s as part of 
Mivtza Moshe, surprised and perplexed 
the Jewish People the world over.

Questions were posed regarding the 
Ethiopian Olim’s origin as well as their 
Halachic status. Here was a People who 
had, by their own admission, been cut 
off for hundreds of years from any 
contact with the rest of their Jewish 
brethren. Despite persecution by 
Christians and missionaries, they clung 
to their Jewish traditions. They kept 
Shabbat and observed the laws of Tum’a 
and Tahara, adhering to the Peshat of 
the Torah’s words. They would not light, 
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Make checks (Israeli, only) payable to 
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or use, a fire on Shabbat. They did not 
perform Britot on Shabbat. During their 
monthly period, or after having given 
birth, the women would leave the home 
for the duration of the Torah proscribed 
days of impurity and temporarily live in 
a “Tukul”- (“Beit Nida).

We have been separated from 
the rest of the Jewish People 
for thousands of years. Now 
that we are finally together, 
we will pray together

Upon their arrival in Israel they 
naturally wished to adhere to their 
ancient traditions, but things were 
not always simple. The Jewish Agency 
representative in the Absorption Center 
refused to fund their request to provide 
them with a communal “Tukul”. It is 
easy to imagine how this added to the 
extreme difficulty they had accepting 
the modern Israeli life and its 20th 
century Halachic development. As the 
Rabbi of the Absorption Center, my 
interaction with these new and unusual 
Olim often led to interesting questions. 
For example, they had always offered a 
Korban Pesach on Erev Pesach. Could I 
honor their request to provide a Shochet 
for the lamb that they had purchased 
and tied up next to their homes in the 
Absorption Center? I have already retold 
how I approached the then Chief Rabbi, 
Rav Avraham Shapira zt”l,  who said 
that I was not to abide by their request. 

Adam Farkas, MD

Do you suffer from
urinary problems?
Enlarged prostate (“BPH”) 
affects most men over age 50
Prostate Artery Embolization 
(“PAE”) is a minimally-invasive 
technique with similar results to 
surgery and immediate return to 
normal activities

jerusalemvascular.com
02-564-5634
02-655-5014
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Having arrived in Israel, he believed 
that they must adapt to Halacha as it is 
practiced here. When the directives of 
the Ahskenazi Chief Rabbi were passed 
on to officials, someone pointed out that 
since the Ethiopians are not Ashkenazi, 
I could present the same questions 
to the Sefardi Chief Rabbi (Rabbi 
Mordechai Eliyahu zt”l). I was told that 
Rav Eliyahu could be found burning 
his chametz in the Buchara Quarter. I 
“chased him down”  and presented the 
burning question of the permissibility 
of a Korban Pesach today when there 
is no Beit Hamikdash.  Rav Eliyahu zt”l 
actually ruled that it was permissible 
for the Shochet, explaining that this 
was not to be considered a violation of 
the prohibition of “Shechutei Chutz”. 
Similarly, the two Rabbis differed 
regarding the correct approach towards 
the Ethiopian tradition of not violating 
the Shabbat with a Brit Mila. Here too 
Rav Shapira zt”l was adamant that they 
join the rest of Am Yisrael, while Rav 
Eliyahu zt”l insisted that we have to 
give them time to learn to accommodate 
themselves with our traditions - even if 
it means delaying the Brit by a day.

It is important to realize where they 
had come from – both emotionally and 
spiritually. The Ethiopian Jews had 
always dreamed of returning to Zion 
and Yerushalayim. In fact, a child who 
misbehaved would always be warned 
that if he were to continue with his 
poor behavior he would never get 
to Yerushalayim. When one of their 
leading Kessim, priests, (Kes Adana) 

arrived at the Mercaz Klita I quickly 
befriended him and explained to 
him how we had both a Sefardi and 
Ashkenazi minyanim. When I explained 
to him that we were ready to provide 
him with a room to establish his own 
minyan, his answer was priceless: “We 
have been separated from the rest of the 
Jewish People for thousands of years. 
Now that we are finally together, we will 
pray together”. For the rest of his stay at 
the Absorption Center, he and the other 
Ethiopian residents, continued to daven 
with me in the Ashkenazi minyan.

 It took thousands of years for 
Ethiopian Jewry to fulfill the dream of 
“Shivat Zion”. Once having arrived they 
have been tasked with the impossible: 
Making the transition from an agrarian, 
18th century society, attempting 
to bridge two centuries of cultural 
deveploment in a few years.

Today we have a small but growing 
number of lawyers, politicians, doctors 
and even Rabbis from the Ethiopian 
population. It has not been an easy 
process, and we still have a far way to go, 
but slowly and surely they are becoming 
more and more integrated into Israeli 
society. They are rising on the socio-
economic ladder, and the broader 
community is slowly overcoming its 
prejudices. In keeping with what Rav 
Ovadia, zt”l proclaimed in the past 
we must steadfastly repeat the motto: 
“They are blood of our blood, essence 
of our essence”. Kol Yisrael Areivim Zeh 
Bazeh! 
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TEEN TALK
WITH RABBI URI PILICHOWSKI 
Southern NCSY, Director of Israel Advocacy

Is Going 
to Shul 
Really that 
Important? 

Coronavirus had caused almost all 
shuls to shut down in an effort 
to stop the virus from spreading. 

Shuls in Israel have reopened, but under 
restrictions like wearing masks, spacing, 
and limiting the number of attendees. 
These restrictions might cause us to 
think that praying in a shul and with 
a minyan isn’t that important. The 
Shul is a key focal point of traditional 
Judaism. Wherever ten Jews live, they 
are obligated to build a Shul (Mishneh 
Torah Hilchot Tefilah 11:1). Rav Yosef 
Karo wrote in The Shulchan Aruch, “It 
is a mitzvah to run when one travels to 
synagogue…even on Shabbat, when it is 
otherwise forbidden to take big steps! 
But when one leaves the synagogue, it is 
forbidden to run,” (Orach Chaim 90:12)  
and “A person should try to pray in the 
synagogue with a congregation.” (Orach 
Chaim 90::9)

It isn’t only the Synagogue that plays a 

crucial role in prayer, “Communal prayer 
is always heard. Even when there are 
transgressors among the congregation 
God does not reject the prayers of the 
many. Therefore, a person should 
include himself in the community and 
should not pray alone whenever he is 
able to pray with the community,” wrote 
the Rambam about the importance of 
praying with a minyan (Mishneh Torah 
Hilchot Tefilah 8:1).. It is understandable 
why people have such a difficult time 
praying outside of the Synagogue and 
privately without a minyan.

Praying in a shul and with a minyan 
is very important. One shouldn’t think 
that just because we had stopped for a 
few weeks that it’s not that important. 
When we break Shabbat for a medical 
emergency we don’t draw the conclusion 
that Shabbat is less important (Orach 
Chaim 329:1). So too, although we 
stopped praying in a shul and minyan for 
Coronavirus we should not think it is not 
that important.

We anxiously look forward to returning 
to the optimal setting of Tefilla Betzibur. 
We will then be able to fully reconnect 
with our friends and community 
and lovingly stand in the presence of 
Shechina which is always present when 
we join a minyan. 
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Semi attached house, 400 sqm, 7 beds,  
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succah balcony, bright and airy.
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FROM THE SCHOOL
OF THE RAMCHAL BY JACOB SOLOMON

Miriam and Aharon spoke against 
Moshe, about the Cushite 
woman he had taken as a wife. 

For indeed he had married a Cushite 
woman. They said: “Does G-d only speak 
with Moshe? Doesn’t He also speak to us?” 

G-d listened and took note. 

Moshe was the humblest of all people...  
(12:1-3)

These words introduce the story 
of where Miriam, Moshe’ sister was 
punished with tzaraat, a Divinely-
imposed skin condition, because she 
“spoke against Moshe”. 

This passage does not specify what 
Miriam and Aaron actually said about 
Moshe. The meforashim differ, from 
taking their words literally as referring 
to Moses’ previous wife from “Cush” 
(popularly identified as the area of today’s 
Sudan/Ethiopia), to their words being 

a euphemism for putting his current 
marital duties in second place to directing 
the physical and spiritual welfare of Am 
Yisrael. 

The situation of a person being so 
immersed in his work that he has no 
time for home life is well-known. There 
are two broad categories of people who 
behave in that way. At one extreme, a 
person finds communal duties exciting, 
fulfilling, and the ultimate source of 
prestige and satisfaction. He does not get 
the same pleasure from his family. He 
therefore, by degrees, selfishly comes to 
neglect his family.

At the other extreme, there is a 
completely different type of individual. 
He wishes he could give more to his wife 
and children, but circumstances force him 
otherwise. He does not seek distinction 
and public honor, but accepts the fact that 
he, and he only can direct the destiny of 
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his people in the best way. It is not what 
he wants: as Moshe early declared: “Who 
am I that I should go before Pharaoh, and 
direct the Israelite Exodus from Egypt? 
“ (Shemot 3:11). But when he is in the 
position of having to step forward and 
direct, he does not shirk his duties. And 
such is the nature of those duties that they 
leave no time for other things.

Moshe always had to be in 
the state of extreme tahara, 
purity, because of his constant 
communication with G-d

That was the nature of Moses’ humility. 
He was humble in that he accepted G-d’s 
directives to guide the destiny of the 
“kingdom of priests and holy nation: (Ex. 
19:6), even though it went quite against 
his nature. He didn’t direct his own 
career according to his tastes. He was 
humble enough to know that the needs of 
the public and the command of G-d had 
priorities, and there were only 24 hours 
in a day. 

The Kitvei Ramad Vali (R. Moshe David 
Vali, student of the Ramchal) follows 
the explanation that his activities did 
not include giving attention to Zippora, 
his wife.  His approach implies that 
the offence was putting Moshe’ work 
in the wrong context. They looked at 
Moses’ private situation, but they did not 
consider what he was doing or who he 
really was. 

For Miriam and Aharon were indeed 

great prophets, but Moshe was much 
higher: he was the greatest of all 
prophets. Whereas there had certainly 
been occasions where G-d communicated 
with Miriam and Aharon, Moshe was in 
regular and more intense touch with G-d. 
Thus being on a great level still allowed 
for family life in all its ramifications, but 
being on the greatest level did not. As 
well as bearing the weight of Am Yisrael 
on his shoulders, the Ramad explains 
that Moshe always had to be in the state 
of extreme tahara, purity, because of 
his constant communication with G-d in 
directing the instruction and welfare of 
Am Yisrael. If Miriam and Aharon were 
Gedolim, they were not quite in touch 
what it meant to be the Gadol of Gedolim. 

And the difference between a Gadol 
and the Gadol Sheba-Gedolim was not 
something that he could communicate 
to those next level down; to those who 
considered themselves in matters of 
family to be his equal: “We do it, so why 
doesn’t he?”. Moshe was the humblest of 
all people. He kept quiet: “what is already 
crooked cannot be put straight” (Kohelet 
1:15). Let G-d take care of it! That was 
also Moshe’ humility.

Indeed, the Torah, whispers otherwise. 
Aaron and Miriam had not interpreted 
Moshe behavior in the right context, 
but in a deprecating way. Moses put 
his communal duties before his family 
because, as the “humblest of people” he 
followed G-d’s directives, knowing, as 
Avraham Avinu with the Akeida before 
him, that He knew what was best at the 
time. 
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