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WORD OF THE MONTH
We bench Rosh Chodesh Tammuz this Shabbat (Korach).
It is on YOM SHEINI & YOM SH'LISHI, MON/TUE June 22,23. Two days, because Sivan has 30 days.
Tammuz has 29 days.
:ִשׂ ָראֵ ל לְ טוֹבָ ה
ְ ישׁי הַ בָּ א עָ ֵ ֽלינוּ וְעַ ל כָּ ל י
ִ ִוּביוֹם ְשׁל
ְ ר ֹאשׁ חֹ דֶ ש תַּ מּוּז י ְִהיֶה ְבּיוֹם ֵשׁנִ י
The molad of Sivan is Sun 0h 26m 14p (1:05am Israel Summer time)
.ְשׁשׁ דַ קוֹת וְאַ ְרבָּ עָ ה־עָ ָשׂר חַ ל ִָקים אַ חֲ ֵרי חֲ צוֹת הַ ַלּ ְילָה
ֵ  עֶ ְשׂ ִרים ו, מוֹצָ אֵ י ש"ק- הַ מּוֹ ַל ד י ְִהיֶה הַ ַל ְילָה
In Rambam notation: תפב: • א' וActual molad: Sun (Jun 21) 9:41am IST
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CANDLE LIGHTING

OTHER
Z'M A N I M

A N D H AV DA L A T I M ES

JERUSALEM
CANDLES EARLIEST

7:13
7:29
7:28
7:27
7:29
7:28
7:30
7:25
7:29
7:13
7:28
7:20
7:27
7:27
7:27
7:27
7:29
7:29
7:19
7:27

KORACH

HAVDALA

6:19

Yerushalayim / Maale Adumim

6:21
6:20
6:19
6:21
6:20
6:22
6:20

Aza area (Netivot, S’derot et al)

6:21
6:21
6:20

Rehovot
Petach Tikva
Ginot Shomron

6:22

Haifa / Zichron

6:19

Gush Shiloh

6:21

Tel Aviv / Giv’at Shmuel

6:19

Giv’at Ze’ev

6:19

Chevron / Kiryat Arba

6:21

Ashkelon

6:21

Yad Binyamin

6:20

Tzfat / Bik’at HaYarden

6:19

Golan

8:30
8:32
8:31
8:30
8:33
8:32
8:34
8:30
8:32
8:33
8:32
8:35
8:31
8:33
8:31
8:30
8:33
8:32
8:33
8:32

Beit Shemesh / RBS
Gush Etzion
Raanana/ Tel Mond/ Herzliya/ K. Saba

Modi’in / Chashmona’im
Netanya
Be’er Sheva

CHUKAT

CANDLES EARLIEST HAVDALA

7:14
7:30
7:29
7:28
7:31
7:29
7:31
7:26

6:20
6:22
6:21
6:20
6:22
6:21
6:23
6:21

8:31
8:33
8:32
8:31
8:34
8:33
8:35
8:31

7:30
7:14
7:30

6:22
6:22
6:21

8:33
8:34
8:33

7:22

6:23

8:36

7:28

6:20

8:32

7:29

6:23

8:34

7:29

6:21

8:32

7:28

6:20

8:31

7:30

6:23

8:34

7:30

6:22

8:33

7:20

6:21

8:34

7:29

6:20

8:33

Rabbeinu Tam (J'lem) - 9:05pm • next week - 9:06pm
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WEEKLY INSPIRATION
“Am Yisrael, the one nation in the land, cannot bear division. She feels the
separation of physicality and spirituality as a deep, strong pain, and she strives to
find a way to return to unity.”
Rav Avraham Yitzchak HaKohen Kook zt’l (Ma’amrei HaRiyah, p. 234)
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KORACH
STATS
38th of the 54 sedras; 5th of 10 in Bamidbar
Written on 184 lines (rank: 32nd)
13 Parshiyot; 7 open and 6 closed
95 p'sukim - rank: 39th
1409 words - rank: 36th
5325 letters - ranks: 35th
9th in Bamidbar in these 3 categories
Above average in words & letters per pasuk.
Korach is a short sedra (in a Book with many
long sedras) with fairly long p'sukim (in a
Book with lots of short-pasuk sedras)

MITZVOT
9 mitzvot - 5 positives, 4 prohibitions
Only 17 sedras have more mitzvot; 35 have
fewer. Korach just makes it into the top third
(tied with Ki Tisa)

ALIYA-BY-ALIYA
SEDRA SUMMARY
[P> X:Y (Z)] and [S> X:Y (Z)] indicate
start of a parsha p’tucha or s’tuma. X:Y is
Perek:Pasuk of the Parsha’s beginning;
(Z) is the number of p’sukim in the
parsha.
Numbers in [square brackets] are the
Mitzva-count of Sefer HaChinuch AND
Rambam’s Sefer HaMitzvot. A=ASEI;
L=LAV (prohibition). X:Y is the perek &
pasuk from which the mitzva comes.

KOHEN FIRST ALIYA
13 P'SUKIM - 16:1-13
[P> 16:1 (19)] "And Korach took..."
VAYIKACH KORACH Commentators
suggest
meanings for this phrase:

different

Korach took himself away from Moshe
and the mainstream population, to
challenge Moshe's authority;
Korach took some of his fellow Leviyim
and some Reuvenites with him in his
rebellion against Moshe;
Korach "took with words" (i.e.
persuaded) others to join his rebellion;
Korach "took apart" - split the people
between himself and Moshe.
Korach is identified as the
son of Yitzhar, grandson of
K'hat, great-grandson of
Levi. It is quite unusual to identify biblical

SDT
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personalities that way. Rashi points out
that the lineage mentioned in the pasuk
stops before reaching Yaakov Avinu who
foresaw Korach's wickedness and pleaded
with G-d not to be included in the Torah's
account of Korach's deeds. On the other
hand, it reached back to Levi because
Korach's being from Levi was the major
factor involved in the whole episode.
Korach, Datan & Aviram and On b.
Pelet (who backed out early on) challenge
Moshe's authority.
Korach enlists 250 men to publicize his/
their "cause".
Ponder this: Korach was a first cousin
of Moshe and Aharon. He felt slighted
by the fact that both top positions - the
leadership and Kohen Gadolship - went
to two of his uncle Amram's sons (Moshe
& Aharon) and the leadership of the K'hat
family went to another cousin, the son
of Korach's father's youngest brother Elitzafan b. Uziel. Korach found sympathy
for his cause within the tribe of Reuven
because Reuven himself was passed over
for the leadership (which went to Yehuda),
the birthright (Yosef received the double
portion of the firstborn in the form of the
tribes of Efrayim and Menashe) and the
Kehuna/Leviya went to Levi. This is not to
whitewash Korach's actions, but to show
some of his motivation.
Moshe proposes a test - both Aharon
and Korach's people will offer incense
before G-d and G-d will indicate whom
He chooses. Moshe tries to talk Korach
out of his fight by telling him that being a
Levi is special - why show dissatisfation
OU ISRAEL CENTER
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and ingratitude by seeking more?
Moshe then calls for Datan & Aviram,
but they arrogantly refuse Moshe's
summons.
Sources tell us that Korach
taunted Moshe Rabeinu
with two mocking questions
- A talit made completely of T'cheilet,
does it require Tzitzit (with the T'cheilet
thread)? A house filled with Torah scrolls,
does it require a mezuza? Both questions
pointed to the same argument: A Nation
of holy people, people who heard G-d's
Voice at Sinai, do they require holy
leaders? The basis of suggesting the talit
question is the juxtaposition of the
Korach episode to the portion of Tzitzit at
the end of last week's sedra. Kli Yakar
suggests that the mezuza question is
alluded to by the description of Datan &
Aviram arrogantly standing at the
doorway of their tent and mocking G-d's
commandments and Moshe's leadership.

SDT

The answer, in fact, is that Tzitzit
with T'cheilet is required of every fourcornered garment, even one made
totally of T'cheilet wool. And a dwelling
(and other types of rooms - with
halachic exceptions) requires a Mezuza,
regardless of how many Sifrei Torah are
in the room.
A homiletical "explanation" of the

Save a Life - Gain yours

1 of 77,004

EFRAT

www.efrat.org.il 02-5454500
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significance of a Mezuza on the doorpost of a room filled with Sifrei Torah
and other holy books, is that the holiness
represented by the content of the room
(and the Torah study done therein) are,
by definition, internal. It remains within
the "four walls of the Beit Midrash".
The Mezuza placed on the doorpost
represents the spread of the Torah and
its holiness to the outside world. This
extension of the domain of sanctity to the
"outside world" is an important challenge
for the Torah community. (heard from R'
Asaf Bednarsh at a mezuza-affixing)

LEVI SECOND ALIYA
6 P'SUKIM - 16:14-19
Datan & Aviram, two people with a long
record of evil behavior, compounded
their wickedness with the unpardonable
affront to the Land of Israel by referring
to Egypt as "the land flowing with milk
and honey" that Moshe took us out of, to
"kill us in the wilderness".
Moshe angrily asks G-d not to accept
the incense offerings of Korach's group.
Moshe then reiterates the challenge to
Korach. Korach gathers the People to
witness the "showdown"; the 250 people
and Aharon will each have the special
vessel onto which they will place a
glowing coal, onto which they will put
the incense and they will all be standing
at the entrance to the Ohel Mo'ed. G-d's
'glory' was revealed to the People.

 אפרים אברהם בן רבקה- רפואה שלמה

SHLISHI THIRD ALIYA
24 P'SUKIM - 16:20-17:8
[S> 16:20 (3)] G-d tells Moshe and
Aharon to separate themselves from the
rest of the People so that He will destroy
them. Moshe - even while being upset
in the extreme with the challenge to his
own integrity - pleads on behalf of the
People before G-d, asking Him not to
punish the multitude because of the sins
of an individual.
[S> 16:23 (13)] Moshe warns the People
to separate themselves (physically and
psychologically) from Korach and his
followers lest they be included in the
punishment to come. Moshe declares
that all will know that G-d has sent him
to do all that he does. If these wicked
people shall die in a way that others have
died, then G-d has not sent Moshe. But if
G-d will "provide" a new creation and the
earth will open its mouth and swallow
Korach and company and all that
belongs to them, then all will know that
these people have truly rebelled against
G-d. As Moshe finished these words, the
earth beneath them split, opened and
swallowed all with Korach. (Implied
from the p'sukim is that the People did
not actually die but left this world in
this unusual and miraculous manner.)
The People shouted in panic when they
witnessed what was happening. A Divine
fire consumed the 250 people who
offered the incense.

FOR RENT IN GANEI ZION Close to Old Katamon, in the
modern complex, large 4 rooms, 100 sqm, shabat elevator,
nice balcony, huge living room, good shape, master
bedroom, parking, storageroom, 7,400 Nis/month
CLOSE TO BAKAA AND THE MESILAH Beautiful 4
rooms, sukkah balcony, renovated, quiet , large storage,
2,530,000 NIS

OLD KATAMON CLOSE TO THE SHTIBLEH
Charming 3 rooms, stone building with elevator, nice
balcony , spacious, bright, quiet, master bedroom,
parking, Exclusive, 2,690,000 NIS
ARNONA Large 4 rooms, 120 sqm, stone building,
elevator, sukkah balcony 20 sqm, quiet, parking, storage,
Exclusive, 2,800,000 NIS
GERMAN COLONY In the luxury Gane Katamon
Residence, great 3 rooms, 70 sqm, sukkah balcony, good
shape, storageroom, parking, 3 directions, rare! Exclusive,
2,950,000 NIS

28, Kovshei Katamon Street, Jerusalem
Tel: 02.5633008 - www.ben-zimra.com

[S> 17:1 (5)] G-d tells Moshe to tell
Elazar b. Aharon to collect the fire-pans
OU ISRAEL CENTER
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and scatter the burning coals. The copper
from the pans was to be used to plate the
Mizbei'ach as a reminder that a nonKohen must not attempt to do any of the
kohein's tasks in the Mikdash. In general,
the Torah warns us not to be like Korach
and his gang, and not to suffer their fate.
[P> 17:6 (3)] The next day, the People,
fearing retribution, complained against
Moshe for killing (part of) G-d's Nation.
G-d's Cloud descended upon the Ohel
Mo'ed and Moshe and Aharon went
there for instructions.

R'VI'I FOURTH ALIYA
7 P'SUKIM - 17:9-15
[S> 17:9 (7)] Once again, G-d "suggests"
that He destroy the People. This time
Moshe does not plead with G-d on their
behalf but immediately instructs Aharon
to burn incense on coals from the Altar
and that he should pass among the People
to stop the plague that had already begun.
This quick action stopped the plague
which had already claimed 14,700 lives,
not counting those who perished with
Korach.
Sometimes, in times of trouble, Moshe
prays to G-d extensively. His prayer after
the Sin of the Golden Calf is an example
of long prayer. We can say that it was a
prayer that lasted 40 days and nights.
When Miriam was stricken with Tzora'at,
Moshe uttered a short 5-word (11-letter)
prayer for her - KEIL NA R'FA NA LAH.
And at this point in Korach, Moshe senses
that prayer will not work - swift action is
called for.
10
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• On another note, let's take a look at the
three "big" sins of the Wandering period:
Golden Calf, Spies, Korach. Combining
different ideas in the commentaries, we
can suggest the following: The Sin of the
Golden Calf represents sins against G-d.
He can be, and often is, most forgiving
for that kind of sin. The sin of the spies
was an affront to Eretz Yisrael. This, so to
speak, G-d considered a graver sin, and
was less forgiving. Korach's rebellion was
directed against Moshe. A BEIN ADAM
L'CHAVEIRO sin. These are the kinds of
sins that G-d is least willing to forgive.
Similarly, in comparing the Flood, which
came as a result of a breakdown in
society, with the Tower of Babel, where
people united to rebel against G-d, we see
that the punishments were different in
severity.

CHAMISHI 5TH ALIYA
9 P'SUKIM - 17:16-24
[P> 17:16 (9)] G-d tells Moshe to speak to
the People and take a staff from each of the
tribal leaders, the staff to be inscribed with
the leader's (or tribe's - dispute) name.
Aharon's name was to be inscribed on the
staff of Levi. The staffs were to be placed
in the Ohel Mo'ed. The person whom
G-d shall choose, his staff shall blossom;
this manifestation of G-d's choice shall
hopefully put an end to the complaints and
confusion of the People. The People did
as instructed and the staffs were placed
in the "Tent of Testimony" overnight.
On the following day, Aharon's staff had
blossomed. Moshe showed the staffs to the

People and each tribe took its staff back.
Ramban explains that there were 12 rods,
including that of Levi, on which Aharon's
name was inscribed. This means that one
rod was for Yosef, rather than having
separate ones for Efrayim and Menashe.
Ramban states that this is always the case:
there are 12 tribes - sometimes, Levi is not
included - then Efrayim and Menashe are
separate; sometimes Levi is included and
Yosef is a single tribe. Ramban also says
that the Torah is stressing that Levi is one
unified tribe - not Leviyim and Kohanim
separately - with one tribal leader - namely,
Aharon.

SHISHI SIXTH ALIYA
24 P'SUKIM - 17:25-18:20

20% VAT?
NOW is the time to take
advantage and lock in a
great deal on your dream
vacation home!
3, 4 and 5 rooms some
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[P> 17:25 (2)] G-d tells Moshe to
return Aharon's staff to the Mishkan as
a reminder to the People not to rebel or
complain. Moshe does as instructed.
[P> 17:27 (2)] The People express their
feelings of despondency and fear of
Divine punishment for their lapses.
[S> 18:1 (7)] G-d reiterates that the
Kohanim and Leviyim hold special
positions and have the responsibility to
not risk their lives by overstepping their
bounds.
True wholesaler from the diamond
boursa with over 25 years experience
member diamond dealers club

∙

Engagement Rings Stud Earrings
Pendants Tennis Bracelets

∙

050-573-9061 jeffmor36@gmail.com
www.JeffMorDiamondJewelry.com
OU ISRAEL CENTER

11

Leviyim are required to guard the
Mikdash [388, A22 18:4] (Honor guard)
In fact, according to the mishna in
Midot, there were 24 guard posts, three
of which were manned by kohanim, and
the 21 others, by Leviyim.
Kohanim and Leviyim are forbidden to
perform each others sacred tasks [389,
L72 18:3]. A non-Kohen/Levi may not
work in the Mikdash [390, L74 18:4]. It
is forbidden to disregard the obligations
of the Beit HaMikdash honor-guard [391,
L67 18:5].

the Altar, the b'chor is the possession
of the kohen without restrictions). All
gifts of the kehuna (24 in number) are
for Aharon and his descendants in
perpetuity. However, the Kohen does not
receive a portion of land in Israel. (This
is the basis of the complex inter-twined
relationship between kohen and nonkohen.)

SH'VII SEVENTH ALIYA
12 P'SUKIM - 18:21-32

[P> 18:8 (13)] The Torah next lists
several gifts that are given to the Kohen
- the meat of certain korbanot, t'ruma,
bikurim, consecrated objects, the
firstborn of kosher farm animals and
the redemption/exchange for a firstborn
donkey. Firstborn humans are to be
redeemed for 5 silver shekels [392, A80
18:15].

[S> 18:21 (4)] The Levi is to receive tithe
(a tenth of produce) from all Israelites.
(The 10% is to be taken AFTER the T'ruma
was taken off for the Kohen, which is about
2%.) This is his due in exchange for his
work in the Mikdash. Leviyim also do not
receive land (except for 48 cities around
the country); their role is that of spiritual
functionaries. They receive Ma'aser in lieu
of a portion of land.

Firstborn cow/goat/sheep may not be
redeemed [393, L108 18:17], but must
be given to a kohein who must bring it
as a korban within a year (if unfit for

The service of the Leviyim in the
Mikdash constitutes a positive mitzva [394,
A23 18:23]. So too it is a mitzva to give
Ma'aser Rishon to a Levi [395, A127 18:24].
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[P> 18:25 (8)] In turn, the Levi is
commanded to give a tenth of his tenth to
a kohen [396, A129 18:26]. This is known
as T'rumat Ma'aser or Ma'aser Min
HaMa'aser. This mitzva is per
formed in a technical way nowadays in
Eretz Yisrael to permit the balance of the
produce to us.
The Korach story is depressing enough,
but as a once-upon-a-time, a long time
ago, we can keep our distance. Not so the
mitzva-content of the sedra. There's no
fooling around. We don't do these mitzvot,
we die. Keep the mitzvot and we will live.
Very strongly put. Learn the Korach lesson;
it isn't just a story - it applies to each of us.
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HAFTARA 24 P'SUKIM
SH'MUEL ALEF 11:14-12:22
Shmuel HaNavi renews the kingship of
Shaul HaMelech, but reminds the people
that it is a bad idea to have a human king
in the first place. He also recounts some
of the backsliding & punishments of the
people from the time of Moshe (this is a
major connection to the sedra)... Striking
among the common points between
sedra and haftara is the invoking of a
miracle to "back up" his credentials.

SEALING SERVICES

The unexpected violent storm, then,
parallels, the flowering stick and/or the
Earth swallowing Korach's gang.

Mazal Tov
to Esther & Moshe Davis and family
on the birth of a grandson
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Better They
Learn from
Me...

backwards as if to surrender, and not
to move forward in the attack mode. In
a sense, he was directed to surprise his
opponent by reacting unpredictably. This
strategy can be applied to many situations
in life in which there is strife and discord.

C

In this week’s Torah portion, Parshat
Korach, we read of such discord. We study
the story of the rebellion led by Korach
and his cohorts against Moses. Among this
band are Dathan and Abiram, the sons
of Eliav, who have long been thorns in
Moses’ side. They challenge his authority
and threaten outright revolt against his
leadership. A civil war looms.

onflict resolution is one of the
most important tasks in human
relations at every level. Open up
any newspaper, and you will read of
school children bullying each other, of
married couples who are in bitter conflict,
of political parties enmeshed in verbal
warfare, and of nations literally at war.
What are some of the strategies available
to foster conflict resolution?

One of the most interesting strategies
can be found in an ancient endeavor
known by the generic term of martial
arts. I once watched a brief film on the
subject in which I observed a fascinating
technique. The participant in the battle
was instructed not to fight his opponent
head on, not to counter aggression with
aggression. Rather, he was instructed to
yield to the attack, to move paradoxically

מזל טוב

ליעל ומשה האופטמן
ומשפחתם על נישואי בנם
16

TORAH TIDBITS / KORACH 5780

Interestingly, Moses’ initial response is
not one of anger. He tries verbal persuasion,
he calls for Divine intervention, and
only then does he eventually indignantly
express his anger. But before he reaches
that point, he tries something which goes
almost unnoticed by most commentators.
He sends for them. He adopts a
conciliatory attitude, and invites them into
dialogue. “And Moses sent to call Dathan
and Abiram...” (Numbers 16:12)
Moses does not “come out fighting,” at
least not until his invitation to discussion
and perhaps even compromise is rebuffed.
“...And they said, ‘We will not come up...Do
you need to make yourself a prince over

us?...Will you put out the eyes of these
men? We will not come up!’”
Only after his attempt at conflict
resolution does Moses become angry and
does he appeal for Divine intervention.
But first he signals his readiness to talk
things over.
I have been reading a biography of a
great Hasidic leader in early 20th century
Poland. His name was Rabbi Israel
Danziger, known today by the title of his
book of inspirational homilies, Yismach
Yisrael. He was the heir to the leadership
of the second largest Hasidic sect in
pre-World War II Europe. That sect was
known by the name of the town near Lodz
where he and his father before him held
court. His father’s name was Rabbi Yechiel
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Danziger, and the name of the town was
Alexandrow.
The biography contains documentation
of several talks Rabbi Israel gave
describing many of the lessons he learned
from his sainted father. In one of those
talks, he tells of the time that he was
sent along with several of his father’s
emissaries to visit the court of another
Hasidic Rebbe. He describes how that
Rebbe’s personal secretary made the
delegation wait their turn on a long line.
He describes how when they finally got
into the Rebbe’s reception room, they were
treated perfunctorily, if not coldly. And
the request that they were instructed to
make of this Rebbe was callously rejected
by him. They returned to Alexandrow
feeling chastised. Rabbi Israel, who led
the delegation, reported back to his father
and relayed to him every detail of his
disappointing experience.
About a year later, the other Hasidic
Rebbe needed a great favor of Rabbi
Yechiel. He sent a delegation to
Alexandrow, headed by his own son. The
delegation arrived, and much to Rabbi
Israel’s surprise, his father issued orders
that they be welcomed warmly and be
shown gracious hospitality. Rabbi Yechiel
further instructed that the delegation
be given an appointment during “prime
time” and not be asked to wait on line at all.
Rabbi Yechiel himself waited at his door
for them, ushered them in to his private
chambers, seated them comfortably, and
personally served them refreshments. He
listened to their request for a favor of him
and granted it generously.
18
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Then, as Jewish tradition prescribes, he
bid them farewell only after first escorting
them part of the way along the route of
their return journey.
In his narrative, as recorded in this
fascinating biography, Rabbi Israel
expresses amazement at his father’s
conduct. He describes how he approached
his father and asked him directly, “Why
did you treat them so well? Did you not
recall how that Rebbe and his followers
treated us not so long ago? Did you have to
give them such an effusive welcome after
they embarrassed us so much?”
I found Rabbi Yechiel’s response, in
Yiddish of course, so impressive that I
committed it to memory verbatim. He said,
“Better that they learn from me how to be
gute yidden and menschen, than I learn
from them how to be boors and brutes!”
The biography does not tell the rest of
the story. But when I related the story to an
audience of chassidim a short while ago, I
found out about part of the rest of the story.
An elderly man in the audience approached
me and said, “I am a descendant of that
other Rebbe. And our family tradition has
it that when his delegation returned with
news of their special treatment and of the
granted favor, the Rebbe burst into tears
and cried, ‘He is a better Jew than I am.
We must learn a musar haskel (a lesson in
ethics) from him.’”
This is a lesson we can all benefit from as
we attempt to resolve the conflicts we face,
and as we strive to increase the numbers
of gute yidden in our ranks and create
more menschen in the world.
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How Not
to Argue

K

orach was swallowed up by the
ground, but his spirit is still alive
and well, and in the unlikeliest of
places – British and American universities.

Korach was the embodiment of what
the Sages called, argument not for the sake
of heaven. They contrasted this with the
schools of Hillel and Shammai, who argued
for the sake of heaven.1 The difference
between them, according to Bartenura, is
that argument for the sake of heaven is
argument for the sake of truth. Argument
not for the sake of heaven is argument for
the sake of victory and power, and they are
two very different things.
Korach and his followers came from
three different groups. Korach was from
the tribe of Levi. Datan and Aviram came
from the tribe of Reuven. And there were
1
20
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250 leaders from different tribes. Each
had a specific grievance.2 The 250 leaders
resented the fact that leadership roles had
been taken from them after the sin of the
Golden Calf and given instead to the tribe
of Levi. Datan and Aviram felt aggrieved
that their tribe – descendants of Jacob’s
firstborn – had been given no special
status. Moses’ reply to Korach – “Now you
are trying to get the priesthood too … Who
is Aaron that you should grumble against
him?” – makes it clear that Korach wanted
to be a Kohen, and probably wanted to
be Kohen Gadol, High Priest, in place of
Aaron.
The three groups had nothing in
common except this, that they wanted to
be leaders. Each of them wanted a more
senior or prestigious position then they
currently held. In a word, they wanted
power. This was an argument not for the
sake of heaven.
The text gives us a clear picture of how
the rebels understood leadership. Their
claim against Moses and Aaron was “Why
then do you set yourselves above the Lord’s
assembly?” Later, Datan and Aviram said
to Moses, “And now you also want to lord
it over us!”
As a general rule: if you want to
2
This is a composite of the views of
Ibn Ezra and Ramban.

understand resentments, listen to what
people accuse others of, and you will
then know what they themselves want.
So for example, for many centuries
various empires accused Jews of wanting
to dominate the world. Jews have never
wanted to dominate the world. Unlike
almost any other long-standing civilisation,
they never created or sought to create
an empire. But the people who levelled
this accusation against Jews belonged to
empires which were beginning to crumble.
They wanted to dominate the world but
knew they could not, so they attributed
their desire to Jews (in the psychological
process known as splitting-and-projection,
the single most important phenomenon
in understanding antisemitism).3 That
is when they created antisemitic myths,
the classic case being the protocols of the
Elders of Zion, invented by writers or
propagandists in Czarist Russia during the
last stages of its decline.
What the rebels wanted was what they
attributed to Moses and Aaron, a form
of leadership unknown in the Torah and
radically incompatible with the value
Moses embodied, namely humility. They
wanted to “set themselves above” the
Lord’s assembly and “lord it over” the
people. They wanted power.
What then do you do when you seek
not truth but power? You attack not the
message but the messenger. You attempt
to destroy the standing and credibility of
those you oppose. You attempt to de-voice
3
See Vamik Volkan, The Need to
have Enemies and Allies (1988).
OU ISRAEL CENTER
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your opponents. That is what Korach and
his fellow rebels tried to do.
The explicit way in which they did so was
to accuse Moses of setting himself above
the congregation, of turning leadership
into lordship.
They made other claims, as we can
infer from Moses’ response. He said, “I
have not taken so much as a donkey from
them, nor have I wronged any of them,”
implying that they had accused him of
abusing his position for personal gain,
misappropriating people’s property. He
said, “This is how you will know that
the Lord has sent me to do all these things
and that it was not my idea,” implying that
they had accused him of making up certain
instructions or commands, attributing
them to God when they were in fact his
own idea.
The most egregious instance is the
accusation levelled by Datan and Aviram:
“Isn’t it enough that you have brought
us up out of a land flowing with milk and
honey to kill us in the wilderness?” This is a
forerunner of those concepts of our time:
fake news, alternative facts, and posttruth. These were obvious lies, but they
knew that if you said them often enough at
the right time, someone will believe them.
There was not the slightest attempt to set
out the real issues: a leadership structure
that left simmering discontent among the
Levites, Reubenites and other tribal chiefs;
a generation that had lost all hope of
reaching the promised land; and whatever
else was troubling the people. There were
real problems, but the rebels were not
22
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interested in truth. They wanted power.
Their aim, as far as we can judge from
the text, was to discredit Moses, damage his
credibility, raise doubts among the people
as to whether he really was receiving his
instructions from God, and so besmirch
his character that he would be unable to
lead in the future, or at least be forced to
capitulate to the rebels’ demands. When
you are arguing for the sake of power,
truth doesn’t come into it at all.
Argument not for the sake of heaven
has resurfaced in our time in the form
of the “cancel” or “call-out” culture that
uses social media to turn people into nonpersons when they are deemed to have
committed some wrong – sometimes
genuinely
so
(sexual
harassment
for example), sometimes merely for
going against the moral fashion of the
moment. Particularly disturbing has
been the growing practice of denying or
withdrawing a platform at university to
someone whose views are deemed to be
offensive to some (often minority) group.
So in March 2020, just before universities
were shut down because of the Coronavirus
crisis, Oxford University Professor Selina
Todd was “no-platformed” by the Oxford
International Women’s Festival, at which
she had been due to speak. A leading
scholar of women’s lives she had been
deemed “transphobic,” a charge that she
denies. At around the same time the UN
Women Oxford UK Society cancelled a talk
by former Home Secretary Amber Rudd,
an hour before it was due to take place.
In 2019 Cambridge University Divinity

School rescinded its offer of a visiting
fellowship
to
Canadian
Professor
of psychology Jordan Peterson. The
Cambridge University Students Union
commented, “His work and views are not
representative of the student body and as
such we do not see his visit as a valuable
contribution to the University, but one that
works in opposition to the principles of
the University.” In other words, we don’t
like what he has to say. All three of these,
and other such cases in recent years, are
shameful and a betrayal of the principles
of the University.
They are contemporary instances of
arguments not for the sake of heaven.
They are about abandoning the search for
truth in favour of the pursuit of victory and
power. They are about discrediting and
devoicing – “cancelling” – an individual.
A university is, or should be, the home
of argument for the sake of heaven.
It is where we go to participate in the
collaborative pursuit of truth. We listen
to views opposed to our own. We learn
to defend our beliefs. Our understanding
deepens, and intellectually, we grow. We
learn what it means to care for truth. The
pursuit of power has its place, but not
where knowledge has its home.
That is why the Sages contrasted Korach
and his fellow rebels with the schools of
Hillel and Shammai:
For three years there was a dispute
between the schools of Shammai and
Hillel. The former claimed, ‘The law is in
agreement with our views,’ and the latter
insisted, ‘The law is in agreement with

our views.’ Then a Voice from heaven (bat
kol) announced, ‘These and those are the
words of the living God, but the law is in
accordance with the school of Hillel.’
Since both ‘these and those are the words
of the living God’, why was the school of
Hillel entitled to have the law determined
in accordance with their rulings? Because
they were kind and modest, they studied
both their own rulings and those of the
school of Shammai, and they were even so
humble as to mention the teachings of the
school of Shammai before their own.4
This is a beautiful portrait of the
rabbinic ideal: we learn by listening to
the views of our opponents, at times even
before our own. I believe that what
is happening at universities, turning
the pursuit of truth into the pursuit of
power, demonising and no-platforming
those with whom people disagree, is the
Korach phenomenon of our time, and
very dangerous indeed. An old Latin
motto says that to secure justice, audi
alteram partem, “Listen to the other
side.” It is through listening to the other
side that we walk the path to truth.
Shabbat Shalom
Covenant and Conversation 5780 is kindly
supported by the Maurice Wohl Charitable
Foundation in memory of Maurice and
Vivienne Wohl z”l.
These weekly teachings from Rabbi Sacks
are part of the ‘Covenant & Conversation’
series on the weekly Torah reading. Read
more on www.rabbisacks.org.
4

Babylonian Talmud: Eruvin 13b.
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T

he story of Israel’s first king
occupies the bulk of Sefer Shmuel
A, stretching from his anointment
in the ninth perek until his death during
the battle against the Plishtim, in the
thirty-first perek, the final chapter.
Interestingly, throughout the year, we
only read three episodes from these
chapters: this week’s story of Saul’s
(third) anointing (perek 11-12), the story
of Saul’s war against Amalek (perek
15) read on Parashat Zachor, and the
haftarah of “Machar Chodeh” (perek 20),
which is read when Rosh Chodesh occurs
on Sunday.
In a certain way, the fact that only a
few selections touching upon the life
Sha’ul are read, is quite unfortunate. For
the bulk of our communities who are
most familiar with the navi text from
the haftarah readings, the impression
we receive about Israel’s first king from
these three selections, is hardly positive.
This week’s haftarah mentions Sha’ul’s
consecration in the very first three verses
of the reading while the remaining 22 (!)
psukim relate Shmuel’s warnings to the
people to remain faithful to Hashem. We
learn almost nothing about Sha’ul in this
reading.
The episode of Sha’ul’s was against
Amalek focuses primarily on the King’s
failure to properly carry out G-d’s
24
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command. The harsh words issued to
him by Shmuel and Hashem’s decision
to remove the ruling power from him
and his descendants are the things that
remain in our memories. And of course,
the haftarah of Machar Chodesh which
tells of David’s need to escape the wrath
of an unstable Sha’ul certainly doesn’t
leave us with positive feelings toward the
man that Chazal speak of as a “tsaddik”.
So let us review some of what we do not
read on Shabbat in order to get a more
favorable-and just-opinion of Sha’ul.
After over 300 years with no single
national leader, the nation accepts
G-d’s chosen candidate and, as a result,
Sha’ul steps into a post last occupied
by Yehoshua. The tribal leaders who
succeeded in removing the threats
from foreign powers were just thatTRIBAL leaders. The nation had not yet
been united enough to choose a King.
Indeed, the Torah speaks of the mitzvah
to appoint a king as a response to the
request of the people (D’varim 17; 1415). And up until then-the people made
no such request. A naturally humble
man, Sha’ul nonetheless steps up to his
position by successfully demanding that
able-bodied men join him in defending
the Israelite town of Yavesh Gil’ad from
the threat of Ammon. His victory against
the enemy was a result of his ability to

gather 330,000 fighters from a people
that had not united in battle for hundreds
of years! And, by doing so, Sha’ul raised
Israel’s first standing army since the time
of Yehoshua. A standing army that could
now repel enemy threats.
Sha’ul, with untried and weaponless
army, courageously faces a far more
powerful Philistine force and, through
Hashem’s help, defeats them. He wars
against the Moav, Ammon, Edom, Tzovah
and the Plishtim-and defeats them. The
text puts it succinctly: “U’v’chol asher
yifneh-yarshi’a”, “Wherever he turnedhe inspired terror.”
Sha’ul’s life turned around after his
failure to follow G-d’s clear command
to destroy everything that belonged to
Amalek. But we should not ignore the fact
that he did wage a war, endangering his
life, in order to fulfill Hashem’s directive.
The last half of the Sha’ul story is really
the David story. And it surely is, for the
of Sha’ul would be the mirror image of
those of David. As Hashem withdrew his
spirit from Saul in favor of David, David’s
successes and popularity grew at the
expense of Sha’ul. The “ru’ach ra’ah”, the
melancholy spirit, or, perhaps, the manic
depression that took hold of the first king
of Israel in his later years prevents us
from judging or criticizing his behavior.
And yet, he died on the battlefield,
defending his people. That is known as
dying-“al Kiddush Hashem.”
And, if nothing else, that alone would
explain why the Rabbis call him “Sha’ul
HaTzaddik.”
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Korach’s
Common
Sense
Rebellion
ויקח קרח – מה ראה קרח לחלוק על משה? פרה
)א: במדבר טז:אדומה ראה (מדרש פליאה
Korach took – what did Korach see that
caused him to attack Moshe? He saw a red
heifer. (Midrash Pli’ah, Bamidbar 16:1)
This midrash is difficult to understand.
What is the connection between Korach
and the para aduma, the red heifer whose
ashes could purify someone from the
impurity caused by a human corpse?
Rav Yosef Dov Soloveitchik (Reflections
of the Rav) offers an amazing insight into
understanding Korach’s rebellion based
on this midrashic connection between
his actions and the para aduma. The para
aduma is the quintessential hok – a Torah
law that is beyond human comprehension.
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Korach rejected this idea. In his view, laws
had to be easily understood. Anything
irrational or illogical should be rejected.
Rav Soleveitchik referred to this
phenomenon as the “common sense”
rebellion against Torah authority. There
are many people who have the attitude
that logic dictates, and anything that lacks
common sense should be discarded. This
leads to a determination that certain
mitzvot do not apply today since the
rationale for the mitzva is no longer
applicable. It flatters people’s common
intelligence and empowers each individual
to follow their own logical judgment. In
the Rav’s words:
These self-styled “poskim” concede their
lack of formal training in Jewish texts and
sources, but they insist nonetheless on
their right to decide fundamental religious
questions on the basis of “common sense”.
The idea of Jews rebelling against
authority and declaring, “I know better
than the rabbi and the posek,” is not a
new phenomenon. People justify their
positions by stating: “I know this is what
he spoke about in shul, but he is not up-

to-date. He doesn’t know all the facts.” The
idea of someone using his own common
sense to pasken is not new.
Hazal offer two examples of Korach’s
deception. First, Korach asked Moshe
whether a room filled with Sifrei Torah
required a mezuza. After Moshe confirmed
that it does, Korach ridiculed the ruling: A
mezuza contains but one short paragraph
from the Torah. How could it add to the
protection of a room filled with Sifrei
Torah? Then Korach showed Moshe a
four-cornered garment made entirely of
tekheles and asked whether it required
tzitzis. Moshe confirmed that it does, and
Korach then ridiculed him: If the whole
point of the tekheles in tzitzis is to remind
us of God’s Throne of Glory, what can a
single blue string add to an entirely blue
garment? According to Rav Soloveitchik,
the real makhlokes was that Korach said,
“It doesn’t make sense to me, so it can’t be
true.” This is the common-sense rebellion
against Torah authority. In the Rav’s
words:
Korach was a demagogue motivated
by selfish ambitions. He got antagonistic.
Now we know that every rebellion against
authority needs an ideology to arouse
the fervor of the people and sustain its
momentum. It needs a slogan or a motto
which projects a noble idea to replace the
intolerable status quo.
Every politician needs a campaign
slogan: Freedom, hope, change, “Make
America Great Again,” whatever. In order
to win, you need a slogan. What was
Korach’s motto? What was his rallying
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bathrooms) parking, storage, succah, view
HAR NOF * Shlav B, 3 bdrms, Succah, storage, view!
* Unique Villas for sale, 250- 330 sqm + rental units,
outdoor space, parking, view! Many options!
BAYIT V'GAN - 142 sqm, 212 sqm garden,
40 sqm terrace, view, parking, storage, NIS 3,490,000 !
RENTALS:
RECHAVIA Fabulous new duplex, 200 sqm. terrace, view!
HAR NOF Villa, beautiful 6 bedrooms, view!

02-651-4030 www.eifermanrealty.com
Efrat and Gush Etzion

www.angelrealty.co.il

For Sale in Tamar
Luxurious and
modern 5 room
apt. + option.
Great location
1,875.000 NIS

For Sale in Dekel
7.5 room cottage.
200m, Stunning
view. (Ezra st.)
2,150,000 NIS
For Sale in Dagan
Stunning modern
cottage, 250m, 8.5
rooms + option
3,950,000 NIS

Tzippy - 0524588715
Gabi- 0524588716
OU ISRAEL CENTER
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cry? “common sense over-all.”
Every summer, my wife and I go to
camp. I am the camp rabbi, and my wife
is the doctor. Would I, in my right mind,
tell my wife that I will take care of the
infirmary? That I will look in the ears
and eyes of all patients? That would be
ridiculous. I am not trained as a medical
professional. No one would trust my
medical advice. People are readily able
to concede the authority of physicians,
physicists, and mathematicians in their
respective areas of expertise, and would
not consider challenging them merely on
the basis of common sense. Yet, when it
comes to halakhic authority, at times it is
easier for people to rely on their intuition
over the expertise of rabbinic authorities.
Rav Ephraim Wachsman once gave a
mashal. He described how he had terrible
back pain. For weeks he couldn’t do
anything because of his pain. Finally, he
went to a doctor who told him that his back
problem was the result of a lack of support
under his foot, which caused him to walk
awkwardly, thus straining his back. He
tried explaining to the doctor that his foot
was fine, that he needs to resolve an issue

28
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in his back. Although he disagreed with the
doctor’s diagnosis, he followed the doctor’s
instructions and acquired a cushion that
provided support under his foot. Within
two days, the back pain was gone.
The foot and the back. What does one
have to do with the other? To a layman it
does not make any sense. To an expert it
is obvious.
In every other area of study, if we are
not an expert and we did not put in the
time to learn the field properly, then we
are not going to argue with a professional.
Why, then, are so many well-intentioned
people ready to question the authority
of the Torah scholar, the lamdan, in his
area of specialized knowledge? This is the
commonsense rebellion against Torah
authority.
This explains the connection between
para aduma and Korach. Korach saw the
ultimate hok and said, “This is untenable.
Are we supposed to blindly follow
what Moshe instructs?” That was the
commonsense rebellion. The lesson we
are to learn from Korach is that we must
respect rabbinic authority, even when it
appears irrational to us.
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A different
level of
Jerusalem

A unique project in a pastoral setting with nostalgic
surroundings that integrates advanced architecture,
luxurious standards and spacious high-end apartments.

Your choice of 2-7 room apartments, garden
apartments and penthouses.

PRESALE prices: 4 room apartment starting from 2,730,000 Nis

R E A L E S TAT E

&

INVESTMENT

www.ruben1.com

02-5666016
OU ISRAEL CENTER
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REBBETZIN SHIRA
SMILES Faculty, OU Israel Center

Totally
Techelet

T

he midrash teaches that Korach
dressed his group of 250 followers
in garments made entirely of
techelet and approached Moshe Rabbeinu
asking, “Are these garments obligated to
have the white strings of tzizit?” Every
midrash is replete with inner messages
and dimensions. How does this particular
midrash symbolize the mindset and battle
cry of Korach? Further, what lessons can
we personally derive for our lives from
this profound episode?
Korach argued that since the entire
congregation is holy and connected to
Hashem there is no need for leaders like
Moshe and Aharon to raise themselves
above the people as conduits of connection. He symbolically presented garments
of techelet as if to say the goal of techelet is
to remind oneself of the Throne of Glory.
Once that is achieved, there should be no
need for white fringes.
Rav Shraga Grossbard in Daat Shraga
emphasizes that the essence of mitzvah
performance is to do the will of Hashem.
One needs to realize that it is the act itself, not necessarily the goal that is
30
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achieved through the act, that is crucial.
Korach erroneously believed that if one
can access the goal of the techelet, reminding one of the Throne of Glory, why
bother doing the other parts of the mitzvah? Nonetheless, even if the goal can be
achieved in another way, if it is not what
Hashem commanded, then it is not acceptable to Hashem.
Rav Rice in Merosh Tzurim develops this
notion. It is imperative that we not try to
fit the enormity of Torah into our limited
mindset. We are so circumscribed in our
understanding of the deeper implications
of mitzvot and why we are commanded
to do them. Our responsibility is to do
exactly what Hashem commanded, and
do so because He commanded. This is reflected in Korach’s position as one of the
carriers of the Aron. Chazal teach us that
the Aron carried itself; the Leviim had to
prepare themselves to be carried. Just as
Korach did not ‘contribute’ anything to
the movement of the Aron, one must have
such humility regarding all of Hashem’s
commandments. We do not always necessarily understand the significance of
each mitzvah and its implications, we
must trust that it is the Divine Will.
Rav Cohen, ‘Hachalban,’ in Talelei
Chayim explains on a deeper mystical
level that Korach believed the whole nation to be holy, and therefore no distinc-

tion existed between them and Moshe
Rabbeinu. This is reflected in the techelet, it represents an exalted level of holiness, a level of the neshamah. However,
Korach believed that since the people
were on this sublime level, they had no
need for the white strings that represent
the physical body. Korach was mistaken
in this regard. Each person, no matter
how holy, must struggle with his desires,
temptations and refinement of middot.
One does not automatically reach a level of pure techelet, even those that stood
on Har Sinai. There was a fundamental
difference between the multitude of Am
Yisrael, Moshe Rabbeinu and Aharon
HaKohen. As leaders, Moshe and Aharon
worked tirelessly on self- refinement.
The Talelei Chayim notes that it was fitting for Korach to be swallowed into the
ground - a place of innerness - since this
was where he believed the people were
holding.
We should appreciate that we all have
the capacity to reach levels of inwardness
and greatness, the level of the ‘techelet’,
yet it is specifically through the ‘white’,
the struggles of the physical world, that
we can achieve these levels.
THE BEST DESIGN, ENGINEERING
AND INSTALLATION OF AIR
CONDITIONING SYSTEMS.
JUST ASK ANY OF OUR
THOUSANDS OF HAPPY CLIENTS.

JLEM 02-628-8282 I TLV 03-720-8000
tzviair.com
OU ISRAEL CENTER
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RABBI JUDAH
OU-NCSY
MISCHEL Mashpiah,
Executive Director, Camp HASC
Dedicated L'Iluy Nishmas HaChaver
Shlomo Michael ben Meir z'l

Everyone,
A Diamond

F

or more than half a century, Rav
Ephraim and Rebbetzin Miriam
Rosenblum have been shluchim
of the Lubavitcher Rebbe to Pittsburgh,
Pennsylvania, serving the community
as dedicated educators and role models.
When Rebbetzin Miriam (nee Wolosow)
was a young girl of nine years old, she
and her family were living in Dublin,
Ireland, a city with relatively few Jewish
girls her age. Seeking social connection,
she was happy to find a friend in the
neighborhood named Lila Zolondik who
came from a family less knowledgeable
and observant of Jewish law than Miriam.
The friendship also assumed a deeper
dimension, with Miriam guiding and
encouraging Lila toward engagement
with Torah and mitzvos with love and
sensitivity.
When tragedy struck the Zolondik
family and Lila’s father passed away,
Miriam wrote the Rebbe about her
friend’s situation, and asked for a blessing
32
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for her wellbeing and success.
Years later, Miriam travelled to New
York with her family, and had her first
yechidus, in-person encounter with the
Lubavitcher Rebbe. After exchanging
the formal greetings and blessings upon
meeting, the Rebbe’s first question was:
“How is your friend Lila Zolondik? Are
you still in contact with her?”

REBELLION OF KORACH
This week’s sedra details the rebellion of
Korach, a talented and righteous Jew with
great potential for leadership and impact
on Klal Yisrael, who remains an example
of tragic failure and fall from grace.
Korach was fixated on structure, roles
and titles. He spent his time focusing on
who is deserving of status and power.
While seeking to appear as a champion
of spiritual equality and open religious
access within the community, Korach
also made the claim that he himself was
most qualified and worthy of being the
Kohen Gadol. For Korach, leadership
clearly meant power, entitlement and selfimportance.
On the opposite end of the spectrum
was Moshe Rabbeinu, anav m’kol adam,
“the most humble human being”. This
remains the paradigm of authentic Jewish

leadership: humility, self sacrifice and
complete bittul, self effacement, before the
needs of the people and Will of Hashem.

REBBE MENACHEM
MENDEL SCHNEERSOHN
ZY’A
This week will mark Gimel Tammuz,
the Yahrtzeit of Rebbe Menachem Mendel
Schneersohn zy’a. An indefatigable
leader overseeing a worldwide network
of shlichus, the Rebbe was a Tzadik, Gadol
baTorah, Commander in Chief, Nasi,
revolutionary, spiritual entrepreneur,
and at the same time, a loving father
figure who never lost sight of individuals.
Over the course of decades of nesiyus,
leadership — in addition to personal
meetings, phone calls and requests for
advice and blessings from around the
world — the Rebbe received, personally
read and answered, more than 400
letters every day. At the same time he
engaged countless personal interactions
from across the globe, and his advice and
blessings were sought after by powerful
world leaders, influential politicians and
Gedolei Yisrael of all stripes.
What is striking about our opening
anecdote is something far beyond the
phenomenal recall of the Rebbe, his
ability to remember a little girl from
across the world whom he’d never met.
There is something in this anecdote that
is more significant than his genius, his
hand in global affairs, politics, and even
his dedication to the welfare of Klal
Yisrael. It was the Rebbe’s extraordinary

care and concern, transcending years
and continents, for a single, ‘regular’
Jewish child from Dublin.
For years, each Sunday, the Rebbe
would receive thousands of visitors
from all walks of life, standing for hours
upon hours, just to give each and every
petitioner a dollar for tzedakah and a
blessing. One Sunday, an elderly woman
came and inquired of the Rebbe: “All this
time on your feet… how is it that you don’t
tire?” Smiling, the Rebbe responded,
“When you are counting diamonds you
never get tired.”
For the Rebbe, every Jew, indeed every
human being was infinitely important
and precious. The Rebbe related to
the deepest part of human beings,
connecting to the soul, and essence of
every individual.
The Rebbe had deep faith in the
greatness of Nishmas Yisrael, the soul
of a Jew, and focused on enabling every
man, woman and child in Klal Yisrael to
engage deeply in a meaningful Jewish life
and to unearth their own treasures.
After sharing Torah thoughts, a maamar
discourse, or a public address, the Rebbe
encouraged all to put the ideas discussed
into action. This Gimmel Tamuz, let us
consider the essence of Jewish leadership
revealed in the lessons of our Sedrah, and
learn to live with the Rebbe’s example.
No doubt, the Lubavitcher Rebbe surely
continues to seek out the wellbeing of all
of us, from the Next World. The question
is, are we doing all we can for the Lila
Zolodniks of the world?
OU ISRAEL CENTER
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OU KASHRUT
RABBI EZRA FRIEDMAN
PAGE BY
Director, The Gustave & Carol Jacobs Center
for Kashrut Education

Kosher and
Non-Kosher
Food on the
Same Table

I

n previous articles, the rabbinic decree
of not having milk and meat on the
same table was discussed. This article
will examine the application of having
kosher and non-kosher food at the same
table.
The Ran (Chulin 32b) and Ramban
(Avodah Zara 66b) explicitly state that the
prohibition only relates to milk and meat
on the same table. This is based on the fact
that milk and meat are both permissible for
consumption on their own and therefore
may be accidently mixed or eaten together.
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There are three opinions among the
later authorities regarding having other
combinations of foods at the same table.
The Shach (YD 88:2) brings proof from
the Rosh and Orchot Chaim that all
combinations of permissible and nonpermissible foods should be included in
the decree of not eating at the same table
unless a hekeir (obvious visual reminder)
is present.
It should be noted that when the
Gemara (Chulin 104b) discusses the
original decree, it mentions that
bread that is “challah” (the mitzvah of
removing a certain amount of dough or
bread and then giving it to the Kohen to
eat. see Bamidbar 15:20) (in Israel and
not abroad), may not be eaten at the
same table with non-kohanim who are
prohibited to consume “challah”. The fact
that the Gemara brings another type of
prohibition, in addition to milk and meat

The OU Israel Gustave & Carol Jacobs Center for Kashrut Education was created to raise awareness
and educate the public in all areas of Kashrut in Israel. Rabbi Ezra Friedman, a Rabbinic Field
Representative for the OU is the Center's director.

might be proof that one may not have any
prohibited food on the table while eating.
The Shach explains that bread is unique,
since it is an essential part of the meal. He
concludes that only certain foods have
the additional prohibition. These include
eating (Kosher for Passover food) at a
table on Pesach with a non-Jew eating
his chametz. The Rashba rules that even
a hekeir would not suffice since chametz
is so severe (and is a transgression even
if as much as a crumb mixes in). The

other category, as previously mentioned
is bread. Any non-kosher bread (such
as bread that contains non-kosher
ingredients or that was baked in an
oven with non-kosher food) may not be
eaten on the same table unless a hekeir is
present.
The Yad Yehuda (88:2) disagrees with
the Shach and is lenient regarding nonkosher bread. According to his view, the
Gemara regarding challah is not sufficient
proof since Kohanim can consume it.

OU ISRAEL CENTER
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Because it remains permissible for some
Jews (i.e. Kohanim), it raises the risk that
someone else might partake of it too,
and therefore the prohibition should
apply. He adds that chametz may not
serve as proof (to extend the prohibition
to other forbidden foods), since the
halachot regarding chametz are much
more severe, and one is prohibited from
owning or looking at his chametz. As
such, sufficient proof cannot be derived
to extend the decree regarding meat and
milk on the same table.
The Pri Toar (88:1) is the most stringent
of the three opinions. He maintains
that the Gemara regarding “challah” is
proof that it applies to other examples
of prohibitions that should not be on the
table when one is eating. He concludes
that any prohibition that is not apparent
or obvious is part of the decree of our
Sages. However, it is permitted to have
items on the same table that are brought
by a non-Jew such as his wine (without
a hekeir), since it is apparent that it
belongs to the non-Jew and is obviously
prohibited. Based on this view, when
eating with another Jew who brings fruit
to the table that is not kosher (orlah i.e.
from the first 3 years of harvest, or tevel
i.e. fruit that has not been tithed), there
must be a hekeir between them. On the
other hand, if the other diner is eating
shell-fish or pork, which are obviously
not kosher there is low risk, and therefore,
no requirement for a hekeir.
To summarize there are three opinions
regarding eating kosher food while nonkosher food is present at the same table:
36
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The Shach holds that chametz and
non-kosher bread may not be eaten
at the same table as permissible food.
(Regarding chametz, even a hekeir would
not suffice.)
The Yad Yehuda rules that only chametz
is prohibited at the same table as kosher
for Passover food. Kosher food may be
consumed at a table at which other nonkosher foods are being consumed.
The Pri Toar is the most stringent.
Any non-kosher food item that is not
obviously non-kosher may not be eaten
at the same table as kosher food. Only an
obvious item, such as a non-Jew’s wine
may be present at the table.
These situations can be quite common
when on a vacation or traveling, or in a
workplace. There is much reason to be
stringent in these areas since modern
food production is quite advanced and
many foods that might seem fine on the
exterior might have serious halachic
questions in essence (see Ben Yisrael
Lamim 88 note 5).
When sitting in a university dining
hall or a workplace with non-Jews eating
non-kosher, one should be discrete and
creative in placing a hekeir in order to
remember not to taste or share their
food. This should be done in a fashion
which does not insult the other diners.

Kashrut Questions in Israel?
Call or Whatsapp Rabbi Friedman at
050-200-4432

SIMCHAT SHMUEL

BY RABBI SAM SHOR

Program Director, OU Israel Center

T

he Mishna in Pirkei Avot suggests
an interesting insight regarding the
rebellion initiated by Korach.

“Any dispute that is for the sake of Heaven
is destined to endure; one that is not for the
sake of Heaven is not destined to endure.
Which is a dispute that is for the sake of
Heaven? The dispute(s) between Hillel and
Shamai. Which is a dispute that is not for
the sake of Heaven? The dispute of Korach
and all his company...”
How are we to understand this
statement, that Korach’s challenge to the
leadership of Moshe and Aharon becomes
the paradigmatic example of a Machloket
She’eino L’Sheim Shamayim? Indeed there
are numerous midrashim which suggest
that Korach might have had at least initially
pure motivations, that he saw the value in
each and every individual and therefore
struggled with the idea of communal
hierarchy. So, what was it about the way
in which Korach carried out this challenge,
that truly placed Korach and his followers
outside the accepted norms?
Our Sedra opens with the words:

יר֜ם ְּב ֵנ֧י
ָ ֲב
ִ ן־ל ִו֑י ו ְָד ָת֨ן ַוֽא
ֵ ן־ק ָה֖ת ֶּב
ְ ִק֣ח קֹ ַ֔רח ֶּבן־י ְִצ ָה֥ר ֶּב
ַּ ַו ּי
ן־פ ֶ֖לת ְּב ֵנ֥י ְראו ֵּֽבן
ֶּ יא֛ב ְוא֥וֹן ֶּב
ָ ֱל
ִא
“And Korach the son of Yitzhar, the son
of Kehat, the son of Levi, took together
with Datan and Aviram the sons of Eliav

and On the son of Pelet, the descendants of
Reuven....”
What exactly does the expression
Vayikach Korach - Korach took, mean in
this context? What is it that Korach took?
Onkelos translates the word Vayikach
(literally and he took) as -V’Itpileig- And he
and the others separated themselves.
Perhaps, Onkelos’ insight can help us
to better understand why the Mishna
considers the story of Korach V’Adato, as
the prime example of a Machloket She’eino
L’Sheim Shamayim. A healthy, respectful
disagreement is not only normal, but
acceptable,
particularly
when
the
motivation is pure and when the primacy
of bettering the community is at its core.
However, any disagreement which is so
harsh that it leads to strife, division and
separate factions within our ranks, that
contributes to any breakdown in unity, is
considered not to be in consonance with
the ways of Heaven.
We live in a world that unfortunately
is still overcome with much division and
strife. Yehi Ratzon, may we strive for and
merit to always navigate any disagreements
we may have in a way that is productive.
May we have the fortitude to always
strengthen our communal infrastructure,
to stay united and connected- even when
at times we disagree.
OU ISRAEL CENTER
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ROSH CHODESH TAMUZ SEMINAR FOR
WOMEN FOCUSING ON ANTI-SEMITISM
Monday June 22, Sivan 30, 9:00AM - 12:45PM
In loving memory of Mrs. Linda Pruwer-Brachfeld a”h
מרת חיה סאשא בת ר’ יוסף הלל

9:00AM Welcoming Remarks
Mrs. Zemira Ozarowski

10:30AM Anti-Semitism Throughout
History Mrs.Dina Blank

9:10AM Riots, COVID-19 and Hate: ADL
briefing on modern-day antisemitism
Mrs.Rachel Kedar

11:20AM Anti-Semitism from a Personal
Perspective Mrs. Rena Ariel, mother of
Hallel Yaffa Hyd

9:40AM בידוע שעשו שונא את יעקב:
A Tanach Approach to Anti-Semitism
Mrs. Pearl Borow

12:10PM The Roots of Anti-Semitism
and How this Affects our Response
Rabbi Moshe Taragin

For more information and to register: www.ouisrael.org/events/tamuz2020
22 KEREN HAYESOD ST., YERUSHALAYIM
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WWW.OUISRAEL.ORG

Women Reaching Higher

WATCH US ON
YOU TUBE
LIKE US ON
FACEBOOK

ZOOM LINK:
https://zoom.
us/j/83221544678

How to Make Shabbos in an Hour!
Thursday, July 2, 8:00 PM

From potato soup to yapchik, join us
virtually as five special women present
their easiest, quickest, and most
delicious recipes, alongside words of
Torah and inspiration.
https://zoom.us/j/84944914375
Go to www.ouisrael.org/
shabboscooking to sign up and receive a
list of ingredients
OU ISRAEL CENTER
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WATCH US ON
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LIKE US ON
FACEBOOK

02-5609100

Linking our Lives2gether
for active single Olim, ages 60-75

Presents a new weekly get-together:

SUNDAYS AT 7:00PM

Each week, a different subject will be
presented by our members and guests.
Join us for a virtual night out.
For Zoom address and password contact

Chana Spivack

cspivack@ouisrael.org or
050-229-4951
22 KEREN HAYESOD, YERUSHALAYIM

l

02-560-9110

l
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The OU Israel VIRTUAL Center-Online and
SUN, JUNE 21
9:00 AM

9:15 AM

Tehillim – Divine Poetry
https://zoom.
us/j/92253147141

Sefer Daniel (L’Ayla)
https://zoom.
us/j/144986284

Rabbi David Walk

10:15 AM

Rabbi Aharon Adler

https://zoom.us/j/403831319

11:30 AM

Rabbi Yitzchak Breitowitz
Mishlei: Wisdom for Life
(L’Ayla)
https://us02web.zoom.
us/j/82280847618

2:00 PM

Rabbi Jeffrey Bienenfeld

Men’s Gemara Chabura
https://zoom.us/j/887981820

SPECIAL EVENT
8:00 PM

Coping With Anxiety and
Uneasiness Due to Corona

Rabbi Dr. Tzvi Hersh
Weinreb

https://zoom.
us/j/84394292007
Facebook.com/OUIsrael/

TUES, JUNE 23

MON, JUNE 22
Mrs. Pearl Borow

10:30 AM

9:00 AM

Rabbi Yitzchak
Breitowitz

Minchat Chinuch
https://zoom.
us/j/89983298537

Rabbi Aaron
Goldscheider

9:15 AM

11:45 AM

10:30 AM

Ethics, Family and Society
in the writings of
Rav Hirsch, Rav Kook
and Rav Soloveitchik
https://zoom.
us/j/81925157325

Parshat HaShavua
https://zoom.
us/j/195174554

Chasidut on the Parsha
https://zoom.
us/j/700303855

Rabbi Shmuel Herschler

Mrs. Shira Smiles

Torah Tapestries (L’Ayla)
https://zoom.
us/j/98629920642

Rabbi Shmuel Goldin

2:00 PM

Rabbi Jeffrey Bienenfeld

7:00 PM

Men’s Gemara Chabura
https://zoom.
us/j/887981820

Parshat HaShavua
https://zoom.
us/j/888974573

5:00 PM

Rabbi Baruch Taub

9:00 PM

Rabbi Sam Shor

Penimiut HaTorahInspiration from the Masters
of Jewish Thought
facebook.com/OUIsrael

Mrs. Sylvie Schatz

The 13 Attributes:
From Moshe to Micha
https://us02web.zoom.
us/j/85177782268

Archived recordings of shiurim: https://www.ouisrael.org/video-library/
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Digital Shiurim
WED, JUNE 24

THURS, JUNE 25

9:00 AM

10:15 AM

Halacha and Medina
https://zoom.
us/j/6878683646

Parshat HaShavua
https://zoom.
us/j/615813416

Rabbi Shimshon Nadel

10:15 AM

Rabbi Anthony Manning
Contemporary Issues
in Halacha and Hashkafa
https://zoom.
us/j/460662359

Rabbi Baruch Taub

11:30 AM

Rabbi Shai Finkelstein
Unlocking the
Messages of Chazal
https://zoom.
us/j/488542635

11:30 AM

8:00 PM

Great Jewish Thinkers
https://zoom.
us/j/772450422

Parshat HaShavua
https://zoom.
us/j/2624570009

Rabbi Alan Kimche

Rabbi Ari Kahn

7:00 PM

Rabbi Baruch Taub
Halacha
https://zoom.
us/j/709706986

8:30 PM

Rabbi Ezra Friedman
Practical Kashrut
https://zoom.
us/j/698124792

WATCH US ON
YOU TUBE

MISSED A CLASS?

You can watch the
recording at
www.ouisrael.org/videolibrary

LIKE US ON
FACEBOOK

OU ISRAEL CENTER
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RABBI AARON Editor, Torah Tidbits
GOLDSCHEIDER

Korach’s Sons
Find a Rebbe

O

n the day that the renowned Rabbi
Yechezkel Shraga Halberstam
zt”l (1813-1898), the eldest son of
the Sanzer Rebbe, was inducted as the
newly appointed ‘Head of the Rabbinical
Court’ in Shinev, the entire city came to
hear his drasha, as was the practice at
such ceremonies. The Rebbe asked for a
volume of the chumash. He turned to one
page, then the next, then flipped toward
the end. He sat and stared at the words
for a few minutes. He then softly said,
“Torat Hashem Temima” ,”The Almighty’s
Torah is perfect”...What can I possibly
add?” And that was his entire drasha.
(Divrei Yechezkel, Oz Ve’Hadar Edition,
Introduction, Vol. 1, p.27) Apparently this
practice was not uncommon for the Rebbe
of Shinever.
The Chassidim of the grand Rebbe of
Shinever were convinced that when he
did share divrei Torah, the words and
messages emanated from an elevated
place on high.
In attempting to identify the sin of
Korach some commentators argue that
it was the sin of pride, others say it was
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the sin of jealousy, or possibly the sin
of selfish ambition that underscore his
transgression.
On Shabbat parshat Korach the Rebbe
of Shinev shared an insight: the crux of
Korach’s transgression was that he rejected
the principle of ‘Rebbe and Talmid.’ In
other words, he believed that submitting
to an authority figure is unwarranted and
unnecessary - “all of us are holy”, we are
all equally important. (Divrei Yechezkel,
Parshat Korach)
Indeed, the notion of accepting the
authority of a Tzaddik and loyally
following their teachings is an assertion
rooted in the Torah. “They had faith in
God and in Moshe, His servant” (Shemot
14:31). The Sages also famously expressed
this notion in Pirkei Avot: ‘Aseh lecha Rav’,
Make for yourself a rabbi.” Yet, Chassidism
took this notion further. They placed
special emphasis on the notion called
Emunat Tzaddikim, to have faith or trust in
a leader.
The Shinever Rebbe, commenting on
this parsha, suggested that expressing
esteem for a Tzaddik is an act of humility
which causes one to ascend in their own
spirituality. At the end of the Korach
episode the leaders of each tribe were
summoned to bring a mateh (staff) that
would be bundled together with the staff

of Aharon. The imagery is suggestive
of students surrounding a Tzaddik.
Interestingly, the word mateh also
connotes ‘to incline towards’ or ‘to turn to’.
The people of Israel were being taught the
lesson that we defer to saintly leaders for
guidance and inspiration.
Of all possible signs, why did the
Almighty choose to prove Korach wrong
by displaying almonds flowering on a staff.
The Rebbe provides an answer. He cites
Rashi’s second explanation quoting the
Targum Onkelos that it produced a cluster
of almonds “knotted together one next to
the other” (Bemidbar, Rashi 17:23). This is
symbolic of an assembly of Jews gathering
around the staff, or the leadership of a
Tzaddik.
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Chassidut taught that without
a guide and mentor one is
incomplete
The incident of Korach is one of the
most disastrous events in the annals of
our history. Under Korach’s sway, well
respected and distinguished leaders chose
a track of insurgency, attacking Moshe
and Aharon, ultimately losing their lives.
However, this is not the end of the story.
The Kabbalists, said the Rebbe, found
a silver lining. The AR”I Hakadosh,
Rabbi Isaac Luria (1534-1572) noticed a
hint that revealed something of the true
legacy of Korach: The concluding letters
of the verse “tzaddik katamar yifrach”
“”צדיק כתמר יפרח. A righteous man will
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flourish like a date palm (Tehillim 92:13)
spell out the name Korach. This hints
to the idea that in the future, which is
symbolized by the concluding letters, he
is righteous. (Likutei Torah, quoted by the
Shinever Rebbe, Parahst Korach).
There are surely numerous
ways
to unpack this obscure comment. Let
us suggest the following: “Korach will
ultimately be righteous” is meant to suggest
that this will unfold through his progeny.
In other words his own children will
repent and become righteous individuals.
The Torah teaches that Korach’s sons did
not die (Bemidbar 26:11). However, this
is perplexing. Did not the earth open its
mouth and swallow Korach and his family
members? Rashi gives us an answer (ibid):
Initially, Korach’s sons took part in his
counsel. However, at the time of the dispute,
their hearts and minds opened to thoughts
of teshuva and a high place was provided
for them in Gehinnom.” The Talmud from
which Rashi takes his comment adds that
from the place they were perched, they
sang shira, song (Sanhedrin 110a).
Amazingly, Korach’s children had
a change of heart and, furthermore,
composed songs of soaring praise.
Is there any record of the songs they
composed? The answer is yes. Over a
dozen psalms in the book of Tehillim were
composed by the Bnei Korach, the sons
of Korach. Perhaps the most well known
is the chapter that is chanted before the
shofar is sounded on Rosh Hashanah,
Tehilim chapter 47; seven times in most
congregations. Their poetry and language
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are some of the most exalted in all of our
holy literature.
How did the sons of Korach extricate
themselves from a movement designed
and led by their own father? All the more,
Rashi teaches that, along with their father,
they were the first ones involved in the
conspiracy. After mocking and deriding
Moshe how did they all of the sudden do
teshuva?
Perhaps the answer to our question
may be found in one of the songs they
authored. The following approach is
suggested by Rabbi Yosef Tzvi Salant, who
served as a Rav in Jerusalem in his Be’er
Yosef (Bemidbar 26:11)
In the book of Tehillim, chapter 45,
the sons of Korach praise a leader who
possesses the impeccable quality of
righteousness. In a moment of clarity,
they composed a poem of praise to the
character of the truly righteous individual.
This leader is likened to shoshanim, to
roses. By this they meant, says a midrash,
that the talmid chacham is soft like a rose,
pleasant like a rose, and saturated with
good deeds. Strikingly, Korach sons now
praise Moshe, the consummate talmid
chacham. With this song they attempt to
further endear him to the people.
Although they had initially sought to
instill hatred of Moshe into the hearts of
the nation by reframing him as a cruel and
power-hungry tyrant, somewhere along
the way they switched paths. Perhaps they
saw the truth of their father’s hypocrisy
and arrogance. Even more, perhaps they
perceived the truth concerning Moshe.

In spite of the negative propaganda and
gossip, Korach’s sons soon realized that
Moshe was a saintly man, not at all desirous
of power. They saw through the falsehood
spread by the rebels. They saw Moshe for
who he really was: a humble servant and an
advocate of the people. In a word, Korach’s
sons found themselves a Rebbe.
Moshe’s humility is legendary. We gain
a glimpse of it in our parsha. Moshe never
took advantage of his position as a leader,
he never asked to be compensated. Even
when deserving, he declined remuneration
(Bemidbar, Rashi 16:15).
When the first Belzer Rebbe, Rabbi
Shalom Rokeach, also known as the ‘Sar
Shalom’ (1779-1855) was to become the
leader of the Chassidic court, he prepared
for this awesome task by accepting upon
himself to stay up and study Torah for one
thousand nights. His wife also prepared
with him. Together they set out on this
undertaking. His wife stayed up with him
and held the candle that illuminated the
room. Only after the thousandth night did
the Rebbe feel he was ready to assume
the yoke of leadership. (Something To Say,
Rabbi Dovid Goldwasser, p.154). Imagine!
The Belzer Rebbe who had already
attained lofty levels of tzidkut felt that he
needed preparation to achieve the proper
holiness to lead others.
Every Jew needs a teacher and Rebbe
for guidance and inspiration. Chassidut
taught that without a guide and mentor
one is incomplete.
Rabbi Dr. Abraham J. Twerski, a
notable American Chassidic rabbi and

well known psychiatrist specializing in
substance abuse, witnessed a change in
the Jewish world in his lifetime. He wrote
that a shift has occurred in the quality
of the relationship between teacher and
student. The strong bond that used to
exist has been eroded. He describes how
people would often identify themselves
with their teachers, (i.e. “I am a talmid
of Rav Dovid”). Instead today, a student
generally refers to the institution where
they studied rather than the rebbe. This
was a grave concern for Rabbi Dr. Twerski,
who said, “A personal relationship has a
much greater impact upon a person than
an institutional relationship.” (‘Not Just
Stories’, Rabbi Abraham J. Twerski, p.253).
This notion of the Rebbe/Talmid or
Rebbe/Chassid reached its zenith in
Chassidic thought. The theme of the
Shinever Rebbe’s drasha on parshat
Korach is that when we humbly sit at the
feet of the Rebbe we become even more
aware of the Tzaddik’s own humility and
excellence. This awareness, projects us, the
students, to strive for even greater heights:
to pursue with even greater zeal fulfilling
the Divine will.
Often on Shabbos when the chassidim
would gather for the Tisch to hear the
Rebbe in Shinev, they would observe their
Master turning the pages of the Chumash
and then, with his face aglow, would
simply say: “The Torah is perfect - I have
nothing to add.” With these modest words
the Tzaddik conveyed the notion of Torah’s
perfection. But perhaps more significantly,
he taught his students to know that inner
wholeness and purity is within reach.
OU ISRAEL CENTER
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Some Are
Equal – And
Some Are
More Equal?

T

oday it’s in vogue to say that we are
all equal. That’s true in the sense
that whether we are drawers of
water or members of parliament, we are
all subject to the laws of the land; we are
all responsible to live up to our duties
as Jews. We are equally to observe the
commandments and to pray to Hashem;
we are, each of us, to do Teshuvah where
necessary and sanctify G-d’s name in this
world.
We are all created in the image of G-d,
and that devolves upon us to behave
accordingly. To use the language of Harav
J. B. Soloveitchik, we are to run our lives
according to the premise of imitatio dei –
thus, to imitate the ways of Hashem. These
attributes have been handed down to us
from Sinai throughout the generations.

Mazal Tov
to Connie & Sheldon Abramson
on their 65th wedding anniversary
48

TORAH TIDBITS / KORACH 5780

As much as we must equally observe
the laws of the Torah and thus to set our
moral compass, not all the directives apply
to us on an equal standing. Much depends
on our status: Are we men or women?
Are we Kohanim, Leviim, or Yisra’elim?
Are we kings of Israel or members of the
Sanhedrin? And even as Kohanim, are we
on the level of a High Priest or a regular
priest?
When Korach and his followers
approached Moshe to complain, one of
their focal arguments with Moshe was that
all Jews are holy and, therefore, equally
deserving of sharing the burdens of
leadership and responsibility. In the guise
of a knowledgeable individual (but also
by way of mocking Moshe), Korach asked
Moshe why a Beit Knesset full of holy books
requires a Mezuzah (Midrash Rabbah).
Korach’s intention, it appears, was to argue
that because all the books are sacred, there
is no need for a Mezuzah [to add holiness].
Correspondingly, since every Jew is holy,
there was no need to complement their
collective sanctity with the additional,
“privileged” circle of Aharon and the
Kohanim.
The Lubavitcher Rebbe, in his inimitable
fashion, reminds us, as did Moshe tell
Korach, that what matters is the will of
Hashem and not the will of individuals
like Korach or those he supposedly

represented. Perhaps, here, is the classic
clash between democracy and theocracy.
Although all the books were holy, as were
the people, ultimately, Hashem (in His
wisdom) desired that there should be a
Mezuzah on the Beit Hamedrash door
and that Kohanim should serve within the
community of Israel.
The Rebbe explains: The books may lie
within the room, as holy as they are. But
when a Jew enters and exits that room
and kisses the Mezuzah, the Kedushah of
the Mezuzah exudes inwards to the room
and outwards to the world. The Mezuzah
“proclaims” to the whole world that within
that dwelling reside Jews dedicated to
Hashem’s ways.
Similarly, it is Hashem’s will that there
be Kohanim, Jews singled out to serve God,
specifically in days gone by in the Mishkan
and Beit Hamikdash. All their being
was dedicated to that service, and they
served as role models to the people. The
Kohanim were teachers and, surely, as the
descendants of Aharon would have served
as the peacemakers in the community.
We are not equal – and as such, we should
not look consistently over our shoulders
at the other. We each have the religious
frameworks that Hashem chose for us. The
challenge is not only to accept whatever
status we have, but also to live, pray, and
work together in harmony. Each of us
could try to “be a Kohen,” but, ultimately,
we should first be whoever we are.
Shabbat Shalom!
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forgotten in a generation or two.
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Do All Tzitzit
Knots Need
to be Double?
Question: When I tied a pair of tzitzit, I
tied a double knot to the garment and for
the final knot, but for the three knots in
between the chulyot (subsections of string
wrappings), I tied single knots. Is that
sufficient?
Answer: The gemara (Menachot 39a)
posits that the “upper knot” of tzitzit is a
Torah-level requirement, as we learn from
the Torah’s connection between tzitzit and
sha’atnez. Most Rishonim (see Beit Yosef,
Orach Chayim 11; see China D’chayei 8,
who cites dissenters) posit that a double
knot is needed to connect the tzitzit to the
garment, as we find that making a simple
single knot is not a violation of Shabbat
(Shabbat 74b).
There is also a machloket what the upper
knot is – the part closer to the garment or
further away from it (see Mishna Berura
11:66). A relatively strong consensus
holds that it is the one further away from
the garment, where it also secures the
gedilim (section containing all of the string
wrappings).
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TORAH TIDBITS / KORACH 5780

According to all opinions, your
tzitzit fulfill all the Torah-level mitzva
requirements, based on double knots both
for the first and last knots. However, that
does make the tzitzit fully acceptable. The
Shulchan Aruch (OC 11:14), in describing
the tying process, instructs to make a
double knot in between every chulya.
The only question is whether this is a fullfledged Rabbinic obligation or a lowerlevel matter. The practical difference,
besides the degree of lacking in the present
situation, is whether one may wear the
tzitzit if he lacks an alternative pair and an
opportunity to fix it.
Rava deduces from a halacha regarding a
ripped string that one is supposed to make
a knot between the chulyot (Menachot 38b).
The gemara (ibid. 39a) deflects the proof
by suggesting that knots were sometimes
made but were not required. Many claim
that while Chazal expected/preferred for
there to be multiple chulyot and knots,
basic Halacha only requires chulya with a
minimum of three revolutions of a tzitzit
string around the others (Mishna Berura
11:65).

The Orthodox Union - via its website - fields questions of all types in areas of kashrut,
Jewish law and values. Some of them are answered by Eretz Hemdah, the Institute for
Advanced Jewish Studies, Jerusalem, headed by Rav Yosef Carmel and Rav Moshe
Ehrenreich, founded by HaRav Shaul Yisraeli zt”l, to prepare rabbanim and dayanim to
serve the National Religious community in Israel and abroad. Ask the Rabbi is a joint
venture of the OU, Yerushalayim Network, Eretz Hemdah... and OU Israel’s Torah Tidbits.

The preference of more chulyot and/or
knots is due to their being reminiscent of
a variety of themes and numerical values.
We will mention a few (the Mishna Berura
11:65 cites some): There should be seven
knots in each tzitzit corresponding to the
seven firmaments, but we leave out two
knots when we do not have techeilet (Shut
Radbaz 2333) because it is the techeilet that
reminds of the sky. The gematria of tzitzit
is 600, and when one adds eight strings
and our present-day five knots, it comes
to 613. 8+5 is also the gematria of echad.
The five knots also remind us of the five
books of the Torah. Since the five knots
are doubled, it is also reminiscent of the
ten sefirot (a Kabbalistic concept). None of
these numerical significances are absolute
requirements, as is true of the number of
wrappings (Mishna Berura ibid.), but they
are religious/spiritual preferences.
It is also possible that some of the gains
of knots in between the chulyot do not
depend on there being halachic knots.
Single knots also are able to hold each
chulya in place, take up some space, which

is important (see Shulchan Aruch and
Rama, OC 11:14), and make the different
chulyot, with their significant number
of revolutions, noticeable. The fact that
a single knot is more secure than usual
when it is in the midst of a g’dil that is
surrounded by double knots might also
give it prominence (see Maaseh Betzalel
to Rikanati, Tzitzit 3). Again, despite this,
the Shulchan Aruch at least recommends
double knots each time.
There is another reason to want at least
one of the middle knots to be a full halachic
one. Sometimes the top knot starts getting
looser, even to the point that it is no longer
a halachic knot (see Living the Halachic
Process IV, F-3). We are not usually
overly concerned about this because the
minimum requirements of the tzitzit are
met when a minimal gedil is followed by a
double knot. However, in your case, were
the top knot to reach that point, there are
no fallback knots after the beginning of the
gedil.

Having a dispute?
For a Din Torah in English or
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Puah for Fertility and
RABBI GIDEON Machon
Gynecology in Accordance with Halacha
WEITZMAN

The Patient’s
Best Interests

L

ast week we saw that the Talmud
(Avodah Zara 27b) permitted a
terminally ill person to go to a
gentile doctor even though there was a
reasonable chance that this would place
his life in danger. The rationale was
that we do not take into consideration
a temporary life. Since the person will
die anyway in the near future, they can
endanger their own life to be treated
by the non-Jewish doctor, as there is a
chance that the doctor will decide not
to take his life but, instead, save his
life. And even if he will be killed by the
doctor, it will only shorten his life by a
small amount of time, and is therefore
not a major factor in the halachic
permissibility to go to the gentile doctor.
The Tosafot question this statement
since we often do take into account a
few hours, or even less, of a person’s
lifetime. For example, the Gemara (Yoma
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85a) says that in the case of a person
trapped under rubble on Shabbat, we
are obligated to break Shabbat to save
them even though they may die. Even
if we can save their life for “one hour”,
meaning a short amount of time, we
have to break Shabbat to do so.
If so, how can the Talmud claim that
we ignore a temporary life? The Tosafot
answer that in both cases we act in the
best interests of the sick person, but the
circumstances are different. In the case
in Yoma, if we do not break Shabbat
the person will die quicker, and so we
are obligated to break Shabbat even to
extend his life for a very short period.
In Avodah Zara the best action is to go
to the gentile doctor since, if he does not
go, he will definitely die. In both cases
we act to prevent a definite death and
possibly extend the patient’s life.
Rabbi Moshe Feinstein (Igrot Moshe,
Yoreh Deah, Vol. II 58) wrote that a
critically ill person is permitted to
undergo an operation that may kill him.
This is based on what we have seen from
Rashi, that even though it is likely that

the gentile will kill the Jewish patient,
he is still allowed to go, since there is
a chance that he will be healed. Rabbi
Feinstein claimed that even if there is a
slim chance that he will be saved, he can
undergo the treatment. Similarly, even
though the percentages are not in the
patient’s favour, he is allowed to choose
the operation if the alternatives are a
definite fatality.
More on this next week.
The Puah Institute is based in
Jerusalem and helps couples from all
over the world who are experiencing
fertility problems. Offices in Jerusalem,
New York, Los Angeles & Paris. Contact
(Isr) 02-651-5050 (US) 718-336-0603
www.puahonline.org

CORONA INSURANCE CHECKLIST
Can Mom and Dad take out
local health insurance now
that they’re stuck here? Call E/C
What are the options for
life/health insurance? Call E/C
Can we get a better deal on
our car/home insurance? Call E/C
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Cucumbers
Near
Tomatoes
Question: Before planting, my children
researched and understood that between
a spreading plant (cucumber) and a nonspreading plant (tomatoes) they could
leave just 1.5 tefachim. They planted the
garden like that. Since then, two neighbors
mentioned that we might need more
space between the cucumbers and other
vegetables. I wanted to check if we had
made a mistake, and if so if we could just
move one and still consume the vegetables.
Answer: Your children are correct. And
so are your neighbors. For most vegetables,
a separation of 1.5 tefachim is sufficient.
Pumpkins are invasive, and Chazal
instituted that other vegetables need to
be distanced from them an additional 2
amot (1.5 tefachim plus 2 amot). There
is a dispute whether cucumbers are
considered an invasive crop, since they
spread out to the sides less than pumpkin
and watermelon do.
Moreover, many halachic authorities
maintain that this stringency applies only
to what was known as Greek pumpkin,
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dela’at yevanit—not to all pumpkin
strains. The Chazon Ish writes that
today this pumpkin variety no longer
exists. Therefore, he rules that the
entire Cucurbitaceae family (pumpkin,
watermelon, melon, squash, cucumbers)
only require a distance of 1.5 tefachim
from one another. Rabbi Yaakov Ariel,
on the other hand, maintains that
all curcubits should be distanced an
additional 2 amot.
Lechatechila, we at the Torah VeHa’aretz
Institute are stringent in both disputes:
we consider all curcubits, cucumbers
included, as invasive species that
should be distanced from non-invasive
vegetables by 2 amot and 1.5 tefachim:
108 cm. Therefore, in your situation it
is best to transplant one of the crops
(cucumber or tomato) so that they
are at least 108 cm from each other.
However, if this is difficult, it is possible
to rely on the lenient opinions and leave
them as they are.

Putting our best foot
forward - Psychiatry
and Coronavirus
Professor Rael Strous, Medical Director
Mayanei Hayeshua’s Mental Health Centre
According to a recent article in the British Journal of Psychiatry, Covid-19 has highlighted
technical and ethical challenges for psychiatry. The co-author, Professor Rael Strous, Medical
Director of Mayanei Hayeshua’s Mental Health Centre, poses several critical questions: How
should the psychiatrist protect the needs and rights of the mentally ill while maximizing
population health? In the new uncertain world of Coronavirus, how do we balance the
challenges facing epidemiologists, public health and infectious disease specialists, with the
needs of the psychiatric field?
At the public health level, priority is rightly being given to slowing or halting the progress of
Covid-19. However, there is also a ripple effect from a mental health perspective. There are
identifiable consequences resulting from the sudden marked change in routine, fear of loss
of life, generalized anxiety and economic effects.
We need to find a trade-off between raising awareness of Covid-19, versus the increased
stress that this awareness inevitably causes. The media constantly streams updates of
international statistics from the novel virus but who is measuring the numbers of morbidity
from anxiety and enhanced obsessive behavior? Professor Strous suggests including
a mental health professional at the national decision-making level to ensure that media
minimizes anxiety, while maintaining hope and maximizing compliance with regulations.
Should individuals with mental illness be coerced into psychiatric hospitalization, when
the only danger that they pose is their refusal to respect isolation or maintain quarantine?
Professor Strous suggests that the extreme measure of involuntary hospitalization should
be restricted solely to patients who pose an immediate and serious Covid-19-related threat.
The Covid-19 outbreak poses several challenges for psychiatric administrators. What
should be done with patients residing in hostels and other non-hospital settings? Ideally
facilities should arrange a way to logistically enable patients to remain in their familiar
environment. If this is not feasible, suggests Professor Strous, it is desirable that some of
these patients be provided with temporary alternative living solutions. Furthermore, there
is a case for setting up specialised psychiatric wards for the management of patients
requiring psychiatric hospitalization who also require quarantine.
Psychiatry can contribute much to the discourse and community management
surrounding the virus onslaught. There is no doubt that the pandemic has brought the
conflict regarding the individual’s rights versus the communal good in “protecting the
many” into sharper focus. The psychiatrist needs to contribute to this discourse while
ensuring solidarity, reciprocity and community health for all.
For more details, please contact Chaim Fachler at chaimf@mhmc.co.il or visit our website
at https://www.fomhmc.org/
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Holy Rebels

G

‑d told Moshe to conduct a test
that would demonstrate the error of Korach and his fellow rebels against Moshe. Offering up incense
is part of the Mishkan service that was
allowed to be performed only by the Kohanim and only at specific times.
The Jewish People had previously
witnessed how Aaron’s sons, Nadav and
Avihu, had died on account of having
offered up an unauthorized incense
offering. Now, G‑d had told Moshe to
instruct Korach and his band of rebels
to offer up incense as Aaron would.
Whoever’s incense is not accepted by
G‑d would die immediately. As the Torah
states “Let each man take his censer
and place incense in it, and let each
man present his censer before G‑d.”
(Bamidbar 16)
Although Korach and his company
of mutineers knew that unauthorized
use of the incense would cause their

deaths, they still took up the challenge.
They wished to experience the lofty and
ecstatic service of the Kohen Gadol even
if it would cost them their lives.
In this sense, their motivation was
holy. We can learn from their example,
by aspiring to the most uplifting spiritual
experiences to come closer to G‑d.
Thus, the Lubavitcher Rebbe asks,
so what was the sin of Korach and his
followers? The Rebbe answers that their
sin was the absurdity and the paradox
of going against G‑d’s will in order to get
close to Him!
The message for us is that in Judaism,
even if your motives are holy, you cannot
make up your own rules, but must go only
by the Good Book. Thus, in a sense, you
could say that Korach and his followers
were the first to attempt to make Judaism
conform to THEIR beliefs rather than to
G‑d’s commands.
Unique Property for Sale
on Rechov Ramban
next to the Windmill
Beautiful 120 sqm garden
apartment in a quiet building
• Huge living room
• 4 bedrooms
• 2.5 bathrooms
• 2 balconies +
2 exits to the garden
• Option to split into
two rentals

4,950,00 NIS

054-849-3173 • Phone calls only, no text messages
na0548493173@gmail.com
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Do you need to rest up after
surgery or a medical procedure?
Recoup your strength at
Tovei Ha’Ir!

Our Convalescent Center offers you a deluxe, restful rehabilitation
& recuperation in a pleasant, warm environment suited to
National Religious & Charedi patients.

Shul &
mikveh

Pleasant,
frum
atmosphere

For reservations and details,
please contact Tamar:

6605
*

Delicious,
mehadrin
cuisine

Full-time
medical care

Indoor
swimming
pool

Deluxe fitness
room

Physiotherapy

Beit Tovei Ha’Ir Convalescent Center
Malchei Yisrael St., Jerusalem 36

OU ISRAEL CENTER

57

of Dor HaMidbar was devastating for
the more than 600,000 people who were
to die out, and devastating too, to the
rest of the people - perhaps another two
million or so.

It's All Mostly in the Telling
When did the Korach rebellion take
place? Commentaries have different
opinions about that question. Since the
Torah does not date the event, there are
different ways to see things. Some say,
before Cheit HaMeraglim, shortly after
Cheit HaEigel. Others say, just as it is
presented in the Torah. Others posit
that it was a while afterwards. Some
count it among the ten things that
angered G-d, as He pointed out to
Moshe after the Sin of the Spies. Others
don't.
Who were the 250 people that offered
incense in Korach's failed attempt to
make his point. Some say they were all
Leviyim. Others say they were leaders
from all tribes. Others say they were
firstborns who resented their loss of
their special role in Jewish Life; exactly
what that was is also debated.
With all those differing opinions, one
thing is for certain: G-d chose to tell us
about Korach's rebellion right after the
Sin of the Spies. And that gives us our
respective, almost regardless of when
things actually took place.
The decree on the adult male population

Korach (and all further Korach-like personalities) seize their opportunities to
rebel against G-d (it really wasn't just
against Aharon and/or Moshe) when the
people's spirits are low.
The section of the Torah from mid-B'haalot'cha through Parshat Korach is a
very sad one, indeed. We are told of this
all - and the specific way and sequence
in which we are told - in order to wake
us up the challenges that the people
faced BAZ'MAN HAHEIM U'VIZMAN
HAZEH - then and in our time.
People are entitled to be hungry and
thirsty. But they are not entitled to
complain so bitterly to G-d and with
such disrespect. People are entitled to
explore how best to prepare for and
then make Aliya. They are not entitled to
choose yes or no. They might, but they
are not entitled to. People can question
authority, but with respect and patience
- not with rebellion. That's not the way it
works with G-d.
While we seek our needs and develop
our society, the most important factor
is trust, faith, belief, and confidence in
our infinite G-d, when we are so finite.
We need to work and live within the
parameters of HANISTAROT LASHEM...
that which is hidden, is G-d's to know.

JONATHAN POLLARD 10,956+1675* days imprisoned • www.jonathanpollard.org
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A physician that listens

A Family Practice Physician with over 29 Years Private Practice and Adjunct
Professor At Touro College of Osteopathic Medicine, NY
Comprehensive
• Natural Hormone Therapy
Telemedicine
• Pioneer in Intergrative & Functional Medicine
Services Offered
• Botox and Dermal Fillers (Anti-Aging) (Free Consultations)
• Pain Management Acute and Chronic Pain
• Osteopathy and Cranial Therapy
• Dr. Sarno's Method of Healing Chronic Pain and Chronic Conditions

Visit my website: www.doctorbarbara.com
Call for appointment: 058-742-5661//058-742-5664
Email: drbarbaracohen@hotmail.com
Locations: Jerusalem and Maale Adumim

Call me!
Lets talk!

D on ’t w ai t
fo r th e ne xt
C ha m si n
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MIDEI CHODESH
RABBI SHMUEL GOLDIN
B'CHADSHO BY
Faculty, OU Israel

Beginning
Early and
Ending Late:
The Power of
Uncertainty

D

id you ever ask yourselves the
questions: Why do we start Shabbat
early, and end Shabbat late? Why do
we begin Shabbat at sunset, yet end the day
at nightfall?
The answers to these questions will take
us into a fascinating halachic realm and
provide some life lessons in the bargain…
A period of uncertainty is built into each
day of the Jewish calendar. This period
rises out of a fundamental calendar fact:
The Jewish day begins at night.
Day’s “nightly beginning” finds its roots
in the Torah’s narrative of creation, where
the text closes its description of each
creational day with the declaration, “And
it was evening and it was morning, [fill
in the day].” Recognizing that every word
of God’s law is deliberately chosen and
placed, the rabbis determine that, from
a divine perspective, evening precedes
60
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morning. Each day, therefore, starts at
night.
Simple enough, it would seem…
The rabbis, however, find themselves
facing a quandary. When exactly, they
ask, does “night” arrive and the next day
begin. Does the Jewish day begin at sunset
or nightfall?
This question is never conclusively
answered…
As a result, a unique daily period
emerges: the interval between sunset and
nightfall; Bein Ha’shemashot, “Between the
Suns.” Dusk, the time when it is no longer
clearly day; but not yet clearly night.
In the words of the rabbis, Bein
Ha’shemashot “is safek yom, safek layla, a
period of time that could possibly be day
and could possibly be night.” This is a
period of uncertainty; we are not sure if
the moments of Bein Ha’shemashot belong
to the end of the departing day; or to the
beginning of the next day.
From a Halachic perspective, the
existence of Bein Ha’shemashot is nothing
short of astounding! Jewish law is always
precise when it comes to time-bound
issues. Times are pinpointed to the minute.
Examples abound: “The last time to recite
Kriat Shma is 9:22; Shacharit must be

concluded by 10:46; Chametz must be
destroyed by 11:21, etc.” Given the usual
exactitude of halacha concerning matters
of time, why are the rabbis content leaving
the definition of Bein Ha’shemashot
“uncertain?”

Carefully laid personal
plans have been upended,
businesses closed, travel
suspended
This issue has practical implications.
The very existence of Bein Ha’shemashot
creates halachic difficulties. Our oldest
child, Avi, for example, was born over
forty years ago on Friday night during Bein
Ha’shemashot. The problem facing us was
obvious. When was he actually born, on
Friday or Shabbat? We could not conduct
his Brit Mila the next Friday, because he
might have actually been born on Shabbat.
If so, Friday would have been the 7th day
to his birth, a day too early for a Brit Mila.
We also could not conduct his Brit Mila
the next Shabbat, because he might have
actually been born on Friday. If so, a
Shabbat Brit would be prohibited because
only a baby definitely born on Shabbat can
have a Shabbat Brit Mila. We were forced
to push the Brit to Sunday, the 9th or 10th
day after his birth.
Wouldn’t it have been easier to just
make up our minds concerning Bein
Ha’shemashot?
And yet, perhaps we are approaching
this issue incorrectly. Perhaps Bein
OU ISRAEL CENTER
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Ha’shemashot is not the product of
indecision but of deliberate decision.
Bein Ha’shemashot exists because Jewish
tradition consciously wants to build a
period of uncertainty into each of our days.
In a world driven to be “certain;” to solve
all mysteries, to predict everything from
the stock market to the weather, to forecast
and control the future, to cure all illness,
and more; how important it is for us to
recognize that full certainty in our lives
will always be elusive. God is the ultimate
arbiter of our existence. Only He truly
knows what tomorrow will bring. Our
tradition therefore insists on the existence
of Bein Ha’shemashot. Part of each day
must be left “uncertain”- to serve as a daily,
built-in reminder of our inability to achieve
full certainty- no matter how advanced,
knowledgeable and sophisticated we might
become.
How clearly this message of Bein
Ha’shemashot has been delivered to
us today, in the face of the COVID-19
pandemic. Carefully laid personal plans
have been upended, businesses closed,
travel suspended, weddings and other
major events cancelled or dramatically
modified. In spite of our technological
prowess, we have been laid low by a
microscopic virus; suddenly finding
ourselves in a world that we could scarcely
have imagined a few months ago. Never,
in our personal experience, has life felt so
uncertain…
But we need, I believe, to go one step
further. The message of Bein Ha’shemashot
strikes an even deeper chord: Life’s
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uncertainty is not a “necessary evil” but a
“necessary good.”
The existence of uncertainty serves as
the true engine of human achievement.
If all were certain, there would be no
need to strive. It is precisely because we
don’t know what the future will bring; the
obstacles we might face or the full extent
of the heights to which we might aspire;
that we are pushed to move forward and
accomplish. Bein Ha’shemashot is woven
into the fabric of our days to sensitize us to
the important, positive role that uncertainty
plays in our lives. We will ultimately be
judged, not by how we act when times are
clear, but by how we respond when faced
with life’s Bein Ha’shemashot.
Returning to the world of practicality,
however, we have not yet addressed the
question with which we began: Why do we
start Shabbat early and end Shabbat late?
To answer this question, we must factor
in one other halachic construct. How does
Jewish law deal with uncertainty? What
happens when we are confronted with a
phenomenon such as bein ha’shemashot at
the beginning and end of the Shabbat day?
Here, halacha provides clear direction.
The practical rule established by the
rabbis is: Safek d’Oraita l’chumra; Safek
d’rabbanan l’kula, uncertain matters of
biblical law are determined stringently;
uncertain matters of rabbinic law are
determined leniently.
We can now understand why Shabbat
begins at sunset but ends at nightfall…
When we encounter the uncertain

period of bein ha’shemashot on Friday
evening, we encounter a problem of Torah
law. How is this period to be defined: as
part of Friday or as part of Shabbat? Since
the observance of Shabbat is biblically
ordained, we must rule stringently. We
are forced to define the interval between
sunset and nightfall on Friday night as
Shabbat, as the beginning of the arriving
day.
When again we encounter the
uncertain period of Bein Ha’shemashot on
Saturday evening, we return to an issue
of uncertainty and biblical law: is this
interval to be viewed as the end of Shabbat
or as the beginning of Sunday? True to
our halachic principles, we must once
again, rule stringently and define Bein
Ha’shemashot as part of the departing day,
Shabbat.
Clearly, this second halachic conclusion
contradicts the first. On Friday evening we
define bein ha’shemashot as the beginning
of Shabbat, the arriving day, while on
Saturday we consider this period to be the
end of Shabbat, the departing day.
Nonetheless, in spite of this inherent
contradiction, the ruling stands. We
consider each encounter with bein
ha’shemashot independently. In each
case we act in accordance with halachic
principle that requires a stringent ruling
when dealing with safek, uncertainty,
concerning biblical law,
Shabbat will thus begin at sunset, but
end at nightfall.1 The important lessons of
1

Two final halachic clarifications…

Bein Ha’shemashot must be preserved…
Rabbi Shmuel Goldin's Dvar Torah is
featured each month marking the new
Hebrew Month on Shabbat Mevarchim
HaChodesh.

1.

Rabbinic authorities delineate a
fundamental responsibility to “add
from the secular to the sacred” in
connection with Shabbat and the
holidays. On a practical level, this
obligation requires that we add at
least a few additional minutes to each
of these holy days at both ends of the
day, at its opening and at its close.
These holy days are thus actually
observed from moments before
sunset to moments after nightfall.

2.

In our discussion we have
treated sunset, nightfall and Bein
Ha’shemashot as fixed, accepted
points and intervals in time. Such
is not the case. In typical rabbinic
fashion, the rabbis debate such issues
as: whether halachic sunset refers to
the beginning or end of the celestial
event, when nightfall actually occurs,
and, consequently, the length of time
that constitutes Bein Ha’shemashot.

Due to these disagreements, different
practices have developed concerning the
beginning and ending of Shabbat and the
Festivals. Common practice is to follow the
majority opinion that begins these occasions
slightly before the sun begins to set on the
horizon and defines nightfall (and the end
of these occasions) to be roughly forty-five
minutes after the beginning of Sunset.
OU ISRAEL CENTER
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MEDINA &
HALACHA BY RABBI SHIMSHON HAKOHEN NADEL
Mara D'atra, Kehilat Zichron Yosef, Har Nof
OU Israel Faculty

Burial in the
Land of Israel

I

n May, Israel’s Channel 12 reported
that the family of a woman who died in
New York from COVID-19 paid nearly
$200,000 to transport her body on a private
plane for burial in Israel. Ignoring several
Health Ministry regulations designed to
stop the spread of the virus, it was reported
that the family accompanying the body
did not go into quarantine as required for
those arriving from abroad, held a funeral
attended by about 100 mourners at Har
Hamenuchot in Jerusalem, while such
gatherings were limited to only 50, and
then traveled to a shul in Cholon where
they met dozens of relatives and friends
who were not able to attend the funeral.
This event followed reports of tens of
families chartering private planes to bury
their loved ones in Israel, while most
commercial flights remain grounded.
While there are certainly many benefits to
living in the Land of Israel, is there a benefit
to being buried in Israel?
Our patriarchs expressed the desire to
be buried in the Land of Israel. Before his
death, Ya’akov adjured Yosef, saying “...
64

TORAH TIDBITS / KORACH 5780

please do not bury me in Egypt. And I will
lie down with my fathers and you shall
transport me out of Egypt and bury me
in their grave” (B’reishit 47:29-30). Later,
Yosef too makes his brother pledge to, “...
bring my bones up out of here” (B’reishit
50:25). When Moshe says, “For I will die
in this land; I am not crossing the Jordan”
(Devarim 4:22), Rashi (ad Loc.) comments
that Moshe is lamenting that even his
bones won’t be buried in the Land of Israel
(See also Sifrei, Pinchas).
And our Sages praise one who is buried
in the Land of Israel: “Rav Anan said:
Whoever is buried in the Land of Israel is
considered as though he is buried beneath
the altar. It is written here (Sh’mot 20:21):
‘An altar of earth [adama] you shall make
for Me,’ and it is stated there (Devarim
32:43): ‘...and atones for the land of
[admato] His people’” (Ketubot 111a).
Just as the altar in the Holy Temple
provides atonement for sin, so too burial
in the Land of Israel provides atonement.
The Talmud (Ibid.) continues: “Ulla was
accustomed to ascend to the Land of Israel.
He died outside of the Land. They came
and told Rabbi Elazar. He said, You, Ulla,
‘Shall you die in an unclean land?’ (Amos
7:17). They said to him: But his coffin is
arriving [for burial in Israel]. He said to
them: There is no comparison between

one who was absorbed [by the Land of
Israel] while yet alive, to one who was
absorbed after death.”

Tanchuma, Vayechi) and Zohar (Vayechi;
Terumah; Acharei Mot) voice similar
objections.

According to the view of Rabbi Elazar,
living one’s life in the Land of Israel is
preferable to merely being buried there.
Additionally, according to Rabbi Elazar,
the Resurrection of the Dead will take
place only in Israel, the “Land of the
Living,” and those buried outside of the
Land of Israel will not be resurrected. This
view, however, is rejected, and the Talmud
concludes that those buried outside the
Land will roll - or walk upright - through
tunnels until they reach the Land of Israel
and come back to life (Ibid.).

But the Pnei Moshe (Kil’ayim 9:3) explains
that this criticism is limited to one who
had the ability to move to Israel during his
lifetime, but deliberately chose not to. For
such an individual, burial in the Land of
Israel is likened to contaminating it.

According to the Talmud Bavli, burial in
Israel provides a benefit to the deceased,
bringing atonement and easing the process
of the Resurrection of the Dead (See also
Midrash Tanchuma, Vayechi).
But the Talmud Yerushalmi is critical of
bringing the dead from outside the Land
for burial in the Land of Israel:
“Rebbi bar Kirya and Rabbi Lazar were
walking on the street. They saw caskets
arriving from outside of the Land to the
Land. Rebbi bar Kirya said to Rabbi Lazar:
What have these people accomplished? I
apply to them the verse, ‘You have rendered
My heritage an abomination’ in your
lifetime, ‘And you came and contaminated
My land’ in your death” (Kil’ayim 9:3).
According to this opinion, bringing a
body for burial to the Land of Israel is
akin to bringing impurity into a pure
land. The Midrash (Bereishit Rabbah 96:5;

One may also question the Yerushalmi’s
conclusions, as the Talmud Yerushalmi
itself records many examples of Sages
from Bavel who merited burial in the Land
of Israel, seemingly without objection.
Some explain that the statements of the
Yerushalmi and Zohar apply to ordinary
individuals. An exemption is made for
righteous individuals and great rabbis.
Nevertheless, some authorities are
stringent and rule that for one who spends
his life outside the Land of Israel, it is
preferable not to be buried in Israel at all.
In fact, based on the Zohar, many
Chassidic authorities ruled against burial
in Israel. The Satmar Rebbe (Divrei Yoel
2:103), as well as the Klausenberger Rebbe
(Divrei Yetziv, Yoreh De’ah 224) pointed out
that many great individuals, Tzaddikim,
Admorim, Rebbes, etc. were not buried in
Israel (See also Minchat Yitzchak 7:136).
But when asked by an individual who
brought his parents’ bones to Israel for
burial if what he did was correct, the
Rambam answered “what he has done is
very good, and so did the great sages of
Israel” (Teshuvot HaRambam, Freiman
ed., 372).
OU ISRAEL CENTER
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Recognizing that it is better to live one’s
life in the Land of Israel rather than arrive
after death, the Rambam concludes that it is
still meritorious to be buried there: “There
is no comparison to being absorbed there
during life than to being absorbed there
after death. Nevertheless, the great Sages
used to take their dead to be buried there.
Go and learn from Ya’akov Avinu and Yosef
HaTzaddik” (Hilchot Melachim 5:11).
And while burial in the Land of Israel is
the subject of much discussion and debate,
many rule that it is indeed beneficial to the
soul of the deceased to be buried in Israel,
even if they did not live in Israel during
their lifetime. Among them: Rav Yaakov
Beirav (Teshuvot Mahari Beirav, 38), Rav
Levi ibn Chaviv (Teshuvot Maharlabach,
63), Radbaz (2:611), Maharshdam (203),
Rav Mordechai Yaakov Breish (Chelkat
Yaakov 3:142), Rav Eliezer Waldenberg
(Tzitz Eliezer 11:75), Rav Ovadiah Yosef
(Yabia Omer, Yoreh De’ah 6:31; Yechave
Da’at 4:57), and Rav Shmuel HaLevi
Wosner (Shevet Halevi 2:207).
Some contemporary authorities express
other concerns and considerations. Rav
Yosef Eliyahu Henkin, for example, was
concerned about the costs involved in
bringing a body to Israel for burial. In
addition to the financial burden, Rav
Ya’akov Kamenetsky zt”l believed one
should be buried close to his family, so
they may visit the grave (See also Kol Bo on
Aveilut, p. 252, and Sefer Chassidim, 710).
The Shulchan Aruch (Yoreh De’ah 363:1)
rules that it is permissible to disinter a
body to be reinterred in the Land of Israel,
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especially if the individual was buried on
condition that he be reburied in the Land
of Israel should it become possible. The
Shach & Levush (ad loc.) explain that this is
because burial in Israel provides a special
atonement for the deceased.
But who has the authority to make the
decision to disinter the body and rebury it in
Israel?
In his will, Theodore Herzl requested
that his bones - and the bones of his family
- be brought to Israel after a Jewish State
was established. Upon his death in 1904,
he was buried in Vienna. Shortly after
the establishment of the State of Israel, on
the 20th of Tammuz 5709 (1949), Herzl’s
remains and those of his family were
brought to Israel and buried on Mt. Herzl.
Likewise, Ze’ev Jabotinsky, who died in
New York in 1940, requested in his will
that his bones be brought to Israel. In 1964,
Jabotinsky too merited to be reinterred in
the Holy Land.
But when Rav Pinchas Toledano, Dayan
of London’s Sefardic community, sought to
bring the remains of Sir Moses and Lady
Judith Montefiore to Israel, a controversy
ensued. Rav Toledano argued that as there
is no longer a Jewish community left in
Ramsgate, England where the Montefiores
are buried, and a yeshiva had not been
established near Sir Moses’ grave as he
had requested in his will, it is a mitzvah
to reinter them in Israel (See Rav Pinchas
Toledano, “Pinui Atzmotav Shel Montefiore
La-Aretz,” Techumin vol. 8).
Rav Moshe Feinstein zt”l disagreed and
argued that only one’s children have the

right to make the decision to move a body.
Rav Moshe wondered aloud why they
would choose Montefiore and not other
holy and righteous individuals buried
abroad, and saw it as a slight. Rav Moshe
adds that Montefoire chose to be buried in
Ramsgate and rules it is prohibited to move
him and his wife (Igrot Moshe, Yoreh De’ah
153).
Rav Ovadiah Yosef, however, ruled it
was permitted to reinter Montefiore in
Israel, as burial in Israel provides the
soul of the deceased with atonement. He
cites the many authorities who permit
reinterment in Israel, and mentions how
the Chida, Rav Yosef Chaim David Azulai,
was moved to Israel in 1960 and met with
much approval. Rav Ovadiah adds that
burial in Israel is especially fitting as Sir
Moses Montefiore was a great lover of the
Land of Israel in his life, and was a great
supporter of the settlement here (Yalkut
Yosef 7:32). Rav Mordechai Eliyahu and
Rav Eliyahu Bakshi-Doron also approved
their reinterment in Israel.
Today, Sir Moses and Lady Judith
Montefiore remain buried in Ramsgate,
next to the synagogue they built. But as
recently as 2011, the issue of moving
them to Israel was once again raised and
discussed.
When the Rebbe of Karlin passed away,
Rav Zvi Pesach Frank ruled that since his
Chassidim knew full well that the Rebbe
desired to live in Jerusalem and be buried
in Jerusalem, it is a “mitzvah to bring him
to be buried in the Land of Israel” (Har Zvi,
Yoreh De’ah 274).

Rav Levi ibn Chaviv ruled that children
may choose to bury their parents in
Israel, even without their parents’ express
consent (Teshuvot Maharalbach, 63. See
also Pitchei Teshuvah, Yoreh De’ah 363:2).
For those who do not merit in being
buried in the Land of Israel, the custom
is to bury them together with earth from
the Land of Israel (See Rema, Yoreh De’ah
363:1). Many explain that this too provides
atonement.
According to many authorities burial
in Israel provides a tremendous merit for
the soul of the deceased and should be
encouraged. This merit, however, should
not come at the expense of the public’s
health and safety, and care must be taken
to follow the guidelines of Israel’s Ministry
of Health.

FOR SALE
Exquisite Boutique Villa in the
Pastoral Religious Yishuv Hispin in
the Golan
Huge living room and kitchen
Ensuite master bedroom
6 bedrooms
Huge garden
Highly invested,
high-end finishes from
A-Z
053-568-3836

OU ISRAEL CENTER

67

Top, left to right: after the earth split
open and swallowed Korach's gang •
fire that consumed the 250 incenseofferers • photo of one of the Pidyon
HaBen coins minted by the State of
Israel • guard standing at attention for
the mitzva of Guard Duty by Leviyim (21
Leviyim & 3 kohanim) around the Beit
HaMikdash and Har HaBayit • image
of a DNA helix. D 'n A is a short way
to refer to Datan and Aviram • level, in
Hebrew, a PELES, a sound-alike to the
Ashkenazic pronunciation of the father
of the Reuveinite who first teamed up
with Korach and then backed out at his
wife's insistence and to her credit (even
if her motives were a bit off ) • Second
row: Milk and honey representing
the Land of Israel and - L'HAVDIL, the
perverse use of the beautiful phrase by
Datan and Aviram in referring to Egypt
• 1500 is the largest gimatriya in the
Torah. The word is towards the end of
the first Aliya of Korach. TISTAREIR - you
lord yourself (over us) • gift box for the
various gifts to the kohein mentioned in
the sedra • The % symbol for the tenth
of a tenth that the Levi is required to
give to the kohein - T'RUMAT MAASEIR
• baby carriage (blue for a boy) with
the lamb inside, for the mitzva of
B'CHOR, that of a kosher domesticated
animal - cow, goat, and sheep • Apple
68

TORAH TIDBITS / KORACH 5780

core = KOR. Gemini = twins, over
two is a twin or a brother = ACH. Put
them together: KORACH • Salt shaker
represents the B'RIT MELACH, the saltlike covenant between G-d and the
kohanim. Salt doesn't spoil, and so Brit
Melach is the term for an indestructible
(eternal) covenant • 2.98% is the part
of the produce that a kohein receives including T'ruma from the farmer (let's
say 2%) and the T'rumat Maaseir he
would receive from a Levi who received
Maaseir from the same yield. 8.82% is
the Levi's share (that's a tenth of the
yield after T'ruma had already been
separated) minus that which he gives
a kohein), and the remaining 88.2% is
what the owner has after giving T'ruma
and Maaseir. He then has to take care
of Maaseir Sheni or Maaseir Ani • Next
row: Mr. Whipple who told us that
Charmin toilet paper was so soft - KO
RACH • garlic and sugar cubes - another
representation of Pidyon HaBen, as in
the custom of distributing little packets
of garlic and sugar cubes to those
attending a Pidyon (used to flavor the
next cholnt the recipient makes) • stalk
of wheat, standing straight, looking
like the number 1, with a decimal point
before it - representing the mitzva of
giving Maaseir to a Levi from grain,
etc. • close up of the staff of Aharon
which blossomed almond flowers •
smiley globe - its mouth represents
PI HAARETZ, the mouth of the earth
that opened and swallowed Datan
and Aviram and company. Pirkei Avot
teaches us that PI HAARETZ was one
of 10 special items that were created

in the instant before the first Shabbat
B'reishit • Ice cubes are KERACH,
spelled the same as KORACH • Bald
head, in Hebrew KEIREI'ACH. also
spelled like Korach • Bottom row: Not a
donkey have I taken from you... Moshe
to Korach and Co. • rods from each
tribe with the middle one, Aharon's
representing the whole tribe of Levi,
having flowered and fruited overnight
• choir, for one of the main functions
of the Leviyim in the Mikdash • Murex
Trunculus - source of T'CHELET as used
by more and more people for their
TZITZIT strings • And the snake? (for
me to know and you to figure out)

Mortgage
RATES at
historic
LOWS for
refinance
& purchase

SHIUR SPONSORS
Rabbi Manning’s Shiur
Wednesday, June 17th was sponsored
by Simon Wiseman in loving memory of
his Father, Eliyahu ben Eliezer z”l yahrzeit is on 27 Sivan
Rebbetzin Pearl Borow’s Shiur
Monday, June 22nd, is sponsored by
Estelle Harris, in honor of 2 new greatgranddaughters born within the last
month - with gratitude to Hashem for
His blessings
Rebbetzin Shira Smiles Shiur
Tuesday, June 23rd, is sponsored by
Yehudit and Itzhak Kotler in loving
memory of Yehudit’s parents
Refoel ben Harav Yehuda Braver and
Sara Chaya bat Shneir Issac HaCohen
z”l
לעילוי נשמתם
Rabbi Shai Finkelstein’s and Rabbi Ari
Kahn’s Shiurim
Thursday, June 25th are sponsored by
Charlotte & Gil Goller

Purchase / Refinance Rates
(Non-inflation linked)*
Special rates up to 75% LTV:

30 year 3.85%
15 year 2.90%
10 year 2.75%

For well qualified borrowers

firstisrael.com

02-625-2555

60 King George, Jerusalem
3 Aluf Kalman Magen, Tel Aviv
*Rates are for qualified borrowers and are current as of
the printing of this advertisement but are subject to
change. Quoted rates do not represent an offer and
are for illustrative purposes only.
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RABBI JOSH
BOTWINICK Co-Director, Mizrachi OU-JLIC at IDC Herzliya

A Late
Night Drive
Through
Machtesh
Ramon

I

t was a Saturday night, and our rickety
car started down the winding path
into the Negev’s giant crater, Machtesh
Ramon. “For such an enormous and
unusual geological structure,” I said to
my wife, “Wouldn’t you think this crater
should be mentioned somewhere in
Tanach?”
Every tour guide seems to know the
exact path Avraham walked to Akeidat
Yitzchak, down to where he stopped to
tie his sandals. Just the previous week, I
had seen the words, ““ ”ויעלו בנגבthey went
up from the South” (Bamidbar 13:22),
engraved into a traffic circle in Elazar,
suggesting that the spies from last week’s
parsha had passed right through there on

their way up from the South. These types
of Biblical connections are everywhere
you turn in Israel.
So how could it be, I wondered aloud in
the car, that we have thousands of years
worth of stories, journeys and battles in
the land of Israel, and yet there’s not a
single mention of this impossible-to-miss,
500m deep, 40km long, 10km wide, gaping
crater not too far South from Be’er Sheva?
...Or is it mentioned?
Just then, we went around a curve and
passed a sign: Midbar Paran, the Paran
Desert.
Paran? Hey, that’s where the story of the
spies took place. The Torah relates,

ֲדת ְּבנֵי־
ַ ל־כל־ע
ָּ ְא
ֶ ל־א ֲהרֹן ו
ַ ְא
ֶ ֹשה ו
ׁ
ֶ “ַו ּי ְֵלכ ּו ַוָּיבֹא ּו ֶאל־מ
”ׁשה
ָ ארן ָק ֵד
ָ ל־מ ְד ַּבר ָּפ
ִ ׂ ָר ֵאל ֶא
ִי ְש
“They went straight to Moses and Aaron
and the whole Israelite community at
Kadesh in the wilderness of Paran” (13:26).
So we started to think: are there any
gigantic holes in the ground mentioned
anytime around the story of the spies?
And then it hit me: What if the next major
story, the dramatic episode of Korach and
his men being swallowed up by the earth,
happened right nearby at the gaping crater
of Machtesh Ramon? Could it be?
As we drove down the pitch-dark sandy
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roads, the evidence for Korach being
“swallowed up” by Machtesh Ramon
started building up:
1. The crater is right next to Midbar
Paran, the last explicit location the Jewish
people were camped before the Korach
story.
2. Machtesh Ramon is not actually a
“crater,” as craters are formed from impact
from above, while a machtesh is formed
from erosion from beneath. This is just
what Korach and his men encountered:
"“ "ותבקע האדמה אשר תחתיהThe ground
underneath them burst open” (16:31).
3. In fact, the geology of the machtesh is
so unique that the official scientific term
is actually the Hebrew word “machtesh,”
since almost all of the machteshs in
the world are in Israel. Machtesh
Ramon is the largest such structure in
the world. Indeed, Moshe proclaims,
""ואם בריאה יברא ה' ופצתה האדמה את פיה, “But if
the Lord brings about something unheardof, so that the ground opens its mouth”
(Bamidbar 16:30). Machtesh Ramon
certainly fits the part of being such a
unique creation.
4. The Torah refers to the ground
opening its “mouth,” a peculiar way of
describing a hole in the ground. This may
be a stretch, but look at the map below,
taken from Google Earth. Picture Machtesh
Hagadol and Machtesh Hakatan, outlined
in black, as two eyes. Doesn’t that make
Machtesh Ramon… the mouth? Indeed,
"“ "ותפתח הארץ את פיהand the earth opened
its mouth” (16:32).

GabaiRealEstate
GabaiRealEstate.com

OLD KATAMON, Rachel Imenu

134 Sqm, elevator, private parking, fantastic natural
light, 3 beds (2 are en-suites), 3 baths,
plus a sukah porch!

RECHAVIA, Diskin Penthouse

410 sqm, penthouse, 308 sqm terrace,
breathtaking view, parking, Sh. elevator

BAKA, K. Galuyot

102 sqm, 4 bedrooms, 2 bathrooms, bright, airy,
succah balcony and gorgeous view.
Asking price: 2,390,000 NIS

BEIT HAKEREM, Hechalutz
Private house! 300 sqm, 750 sqm lot,
one of a kind, potential for future expansion.

TALBIEH, Washington

62 Sqm, ground floor, 2 rooms, balcony, exit to a
garden in use, excellent condition rented out nice
building. Asking NIS 1,775,000

TALBIEH, Lincoln st.,
72 Sqm, 1st floor, 2 beds, 2 baths, renovated.

RECHAVIA, Pastoral Street
Gorgeous rare modern building with Shabbat elevator
and private parking, beautifully designed oversized 3
bedroom, 146 sqm, Sukkah balcony – a must see.

FOR RENT: Arnona
On Beitar Street, 2.5 bedrooms, furnished with office.
Available for July move in date.

FOR RENT: Rechavia

On Even Gvirol, 2 bedrooms, shabbat elevator, succah
balcony, bright and airy.
Yaniv: 052.614.1442

Yaniv@gabairealestate.com

Elia: 052.862.9208
EliaGabai@gmail.com
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but it defeats the purpose of the story.
And with that, Rabbi Leibtag smiled,
said, “But it’s a cute theory to think about,”
picked up his tallit and tefillin and walked
out.

By the time we got home, I was completely
convinced. The next morning at Shacharit,
I spotted Rabbi Menachem Leibtag a few
rows in front of me. The moment tefilla
ended, I ran up to him and presented my
theory, just about ready to receive the next
Israel Prize on the spot.
Rabbi Leibtag barely looked up. “Nah,
I’ve thought about that before,” he said. “I
don’t think it is, I’ll tell you a few reasons
why.” And he countered:
1. After the spies incident, God tells the
Jews, "“ "פנו וסעו לכם המדבר דרך ים סוףMarch
into the wilderness by way of the Sea of
Reeds” (14:25). By the time the Korach
story happens, who knows where they
were?
2. The verse describes the ground
opening up and then closing again: “הארץ
 ותכס עליהם...”ותפתח הארץ את פיה ותבלע אתם
“and the earth opened its mouth and
swallowed them up…and the earth closed
over them” (16:32-33). This implies an
opening that was not there before, and its
closing up afterwards. Machtesh Ramon,
in contrast, was there long before, and it
definitely did not close up afterwards.
3. The story describes the event as a
miracle. Rabbi Leibtag felt that ascribing
this miraculous event to a natural
geological feature is not only unnecessary,
72
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So were Korach and his men swallowed
up by Machtesh Ramon? Amidst all the
excitement and confusion of the rebellion,
did Datan and Aviram come out of their
tents “( ”נצבים16:27), standing so tall and
proud that they quite literally forgot to
look down, and fell into the largest most
unique erosion-made chasm in the world?
Maybe, maybe not.
But that little adventure we went
through on that Saturday night is all part
of the excitement, beauty and joy of living
in Israel. We are blessed to live in a land
where Jewish history is alive, and we
walk in the footsteps of our forefathers.
So the next time you find yourself driving
through Machtesh Ramon, swimming in
the Mediterranean Sea or hiking any of
Israel’s beautiful peaks, remember to
watch the stories of Tanach happening
around you- the stories that shaped our
past and continue to guide our lives
today.
Rabbi Josh and Margot Botwinick are
the Directors of Mizrachi OU-JLIC at IDC
Herzliya. Over the past three years, the
couple has transformed Herzliya into a
vibrant, flourishing community for religious
students, olim, young professionals and
lone soldiers. For more information, or
to get in touch, botwinickj@ou.org or
+972586927715

THE DAILY BY SIVAN RAHAV-MEIR
PORTION

The Dangers
of Boredom
ירם ְּבנֵי
ָ ֲב
ִ ּקח ק ַֹרח ֶּבן י ְִצ ָהר ֶּבן ְק ָהת ֶּבן ֵלוִי ו ְָד ָתן וַא
ַּ ַו ִי
.יאב וְאוֹן ֶּבן ֶּפ ֶלת ְּבנֵי ְראו ֵּבן
ָ ֱל
ִא
And Korah, the son of Yitzhar, the son
of Kehat, the son of Levi, with Datan and
Aviram, the sons of Eliab, and On, the son
of Pelet, sons of Reuben, took men. (Num.

16:1)

What happens during the long summer
vacation, when the end seems so far away?
Some fifty years ago, Rabbi Benzion Firer
wrote an essay entitled “The Danger of
Doing Nothing” (“HaSakana SheBeHoser
Maas”), in which he analyzed Korach’s
character and said that when a person has
no goal or task or direction in life, he begins
to be concerned about himself, his honor,
his status, and his ego.
When did Korach start his rebellion
against Moshe? After the sin of the spies,
when the Children of Israel were punished
with having to wait forty years in the
wilderness. They now had plenty of spare
time on their hands, and Korach seized
the opportunity to stir them up into a
frenzy of dangerous arguments. Rabbi
Firer elaborates: When a nation is busy
planning the capture of its homeland, it

has no time for arguments and divisions.
The overriding goal unites all sectors of
the population and prevents them from
becoming involved with trifling matters
or abandoning the main idea. Even
if one person becomes obsessed with
insignificant details of misplaced honor
or other personal issues, he will find that
he has no followers. However, after the sin
of the spies, the Children of Israel are not
busy with anything and they have time to
waste. A person with too much spare time
must find something to do with himself.
When you have nothing to look forward to,
you begin to make trouble.
Sivan Rahav-Meir is an Israeli journalist,
currently on shlichut of World Mizrahi
movement to the US. She is the author of
#Parasha (Menorah Press) and Reaching
to Heaven (Artscroll). To receive her daily
insight on the portion of the week, text your
name to: 972-58-679-9000

NACHI REALTY 054-461-3943

Reduced price! Inheart of Old Katamon.
Ground floor no stairs. 3.5 rooms 75 meters.
Renovated 2.39m NIS
Best Value in Rechavia! 4 rooms, 90 meters,
4th floor with Shabbat Elevator.
Renovated, Private Land. 3.25m NIS
New building in Baka, 2-5 rooms, Spacious
units with Mirpesot, parking, storage room
and Shabbat Elevators. Prices start at 1.55m
NIS
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THE NEW OLD PATH
BY RABBI BENJI LEVY
CEO Of Mosaic United

Look Who’s
Talking

W

hether it’s criticism of the
person they are or the position
they hold, everyone has seen
an attack on others in some way, shape or
form. Korach, the bearer of the name of
this week’s parsha, was the child of Kehat’s
second son, Yitzhar and felt that he was
entitled to a more significant leadership
role. In an attempt to acquire the position
of High Priest, he attacked the leader of the
Jewish people who he thought could grant
it to him – Moshe.
Korach and his followers challenged
Moshe and Aharon: ‘It is much for you
(rav lachem)! For the entire assembly,
all of them are holy and why should you
exalt yourselves over the congregation
of Hashem’ (Num. 16:3). Rashi explained
that this attack was aimed at their abuse
of power, in that they assumed too much
prominence for themselves (Rashi on Num.
16:3). This is a rather strange accusation
to make, ‘for the man Moshe was very
humble, more than any other person on
the face of the earth’ (Ex. 6:12; 6:30).
When someone wants to bring down a
leader, their weaknesses are scrutinised
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and exploited. According to Moshe
himself, he had objective leadership faults
in that he was by no means an eloquent
orator. Korach could have picked on
this overt weak point, or alternatively
borrowed Moshe’s sibling’s slander (Num.
12:1-3). No man is perfect, and Moshe was
no exception, but why did Korach pick on
that character trait, which Moshe excelled
in above all other men? Furthermore, why
is Korach having the parsha named after
him when he is the clear villain?
Sometimes, before we look at who is
being talked about, we need to look at
who is talking. In a discussion of declaring
deficiencies in others, the Talmud stated:
‘he who invalidates [others]... does so with
his own blemish’ (Tractate Kiddushin 70a).
In psychology, this is termed projection
bias; a defence mechanism where one
denies personal attributes and ascribes
them to others.
Of all the potential flaws at his disposal,

CHESED FUND

Please help us help the 40 individuals
and families who turn to us for help
Make checks (Israeli, only) payable to
the "Chesed Fund" and send
them to

ISRAEL CENTER CHESED FUND
att. Menachem Persoff
POB 37015 Jerusalem 91370
or leave them at the front desk

perhaps the reason that Korach accused
Moshe of a superiority complex was that
he possessed an inferiority complex – he
projected his pursuit for honour onto
Moshe. Moshe responded subtly with
the identical syntax that Korach used to
accuse him, reversing Korach’s terms and
insinuating that perhaps his accusation
represents his own flaws: ‘It is much for
you (rav lachem) sons of Levi!’ (Num. 16:9).
In a society where often the greatest
way to the top is on the back of others,
we must be critical thinkers and consider
the slanderer, not just the slander. When
we ourselves perceive flaws in other
people, whether true or not, we must be
very careful to analyse if we are the true
possessors of these flaws. Ultimately,
Korach’s pivotal position as a sage and

Levite was not enough and he wanted
more. Whilst Moshe did possess certain
flaws, honour seeking was not one of
them. The key to the Torah’s juxtaposition
of the two primary protagonists was that
whilst Korach needed to have what he
wanted, Moshe wanted what he had and
the difference of these two positions is the
key to contentment.
Perhaps the reason why the parsha
is named after Korach is to teach us that
we should all be wary of the bit of Korach
that we contain within us. If we focus on
ourselves and are happy with who we are,
then we can aim to perfect our own flaws
rather than projecting them on others.
Stay in touch with @RabbiBenji and learn
more at www.RabbiBenji.com

Aches and Pains?
Recurring colds?
Out of breath a lot?
Do you want to rejuvenate
your skin?
Do you want to eat healthier?
Still want to stay local?
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In-Home or Online Personal Training
Acupuncture, Facial Acupuncture
Message Therapy
Far-Infrared Heat Therapy
Chinese Nutrition Therapy
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TORAH 4 TEENS
BY TEENS NCSY ISRAEL
Lia Manning,
Gush Etzion
Chapter Director
Leadership: The Path to
Fame or a Life of Burden?
In Parshat Korach Hashem speaks to
Aharon, appointing him and his sons as
the Kohanim in the Mikdash. There, He
clearly instructs: “You, your sons, and
the House of your Father with you shall
bear the iniquity of the Mikdash; and
you and your sons with you shall bear
the iniquity of your priesthood” (18:1).
Why is it specified so many times who
Hashem is speaking to? Wouldn’t it have
been clear enough that He is referring to
the Kohanim, having mentioned so at the
beginning of the Passuk? Rashi says that
this language comes to exclude the Leviim,
who might be part of the same tribe and
even play a role in the services relating
to the Mikdash, but who shall be warned
not to confuse themselves for Kohanim
and get involved in what’s happening on
the inside. Rashi’s explanation seems to
portray the Kohanim as an elite group
who enjoy privileges of closeness to the
Sanctuary and its holiness that the rest of
the nation, and even their close cousins,
are deprived of.
On the other hand, Rav Hirsch brings
forth a different explanation. In the
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second part of the pasuk we see the word
“iniquity” mentioned twice in reference to
the Kohanim’s work. Rav Hirsch explains
that since the priests were put in this
position, they alone can be punished for
‘messing up’ on the job. The Leviim on the
other hand, who don’t share in the same
prerogative, can’t be prosecuted for misstepping. The phrase “with great power,
comes great responsibility” fits perfectly.
This second type of leadership seems to
be a lot more appropriate to the Jewish
system. Yes, the Kohanim are the only ones
allowed, by birth, to execute the services
in the Mikdash, the focal point of our
religious practice. However, they are not
chosen to be above the people, rather they
have been given the great responsibility to
carry out our religious duties on behalf of
the nation. May we all be inspired to see
the responsibilities we carry in our lives
and remember the great humility that
comes with serving Hashem.

Talia Rapps
11th Grade, Efrat
True Leadership
Parshat Korach begins with the story
of a rebellion against Moshe and Aharon
staged by Korach, their first cousin, along
with 250 other men. They claim that
Moshe and Aharon are hoarding all the
power, and want to know why they’re not

able to receive the Kehuna as well. Moshe
proposes a test that will decide who is
worthy of the Kehuna. Hashem becomes
angry with Korach and his men, and
causes the ground to open and swallow
them up.

“והאיש משה ענו מאד מכל האדם אשר על פני  
   ) ג,האדמה” (במדבר יב
These are the words used to describe
Moshe Rabbeinu. If Moshe was such a
humble man, why would he seek to put
himself above others, such as Korach
and his men had suggested? Rabbi Lord
Jonathan Sacks explains that in the eyes
of Korach and his men, power was the
ultimate goal. Jewish law is not like that,
it cannot be like that. Even someone who
has been appointed to serve in a position
of power, is seen as an equal to those
around him in the eyes of Hashem. A true
leader is one who serves those around
him, not the other way around. This is
what Moshe understood, unlike Korach
and his men.
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I think we can learn from this description
of what a true leader looks like, and apply it
to our own lives. Leadership is a wonderful
quality to have, however, we must always
remember to stay humble, and remember
who really is in charge.
-----------------------------------NCSY Israel is the premier organization
in Israel, dedicated to connect, inspire, and
empower teen olim to the Land of Israel by
encouraging passionate Judaism through
Torah and Tradition. Find out more at
israel.ncsy.org
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The Destiny Foundation invites you to a

בס"ד

Pre-Rosh Hashana
YARCHEI KALLAH
AT THE LAVI HOTEL
with

SCHOLAR IN RESIDENCE

RABBI BEREL WEIN
Wednesday, September 2 – Sunday, September 6
(ALL MINISTRY OF HEALTH RULES WILL BE STRICTLY ADHERED TO)
•

Many Lectures & Shiurim by Rabbi Wein, and Rabbi Amsel
Full board, best cuisine of highest Kashrut Standard,
Destiny’s own dining room
• SOCIAL DISTANCING PROVIDED BOTH IN THE SHUL AND IN THE
DINING ROOM
• Recently renovated rooms with five-star amenities
• Indoor heated pool, Dry sauna, Fitness room
(all with separate and family hours)
• Optional tours to spectacular and unique sites in the area (extra fee)
• Every room with five-star amenities including coffer maker,
refrigerator, safe, etc.
• Optional private bus from and to Jerusalem (with tour on the way)
•

EARLY-BIRD DISCOUNT until Tisha B'av:
FREE BUS TO & FROM HOTEL &
FREE THURSDAY TIYUL
OR 2 FREE TIYULIM & 200 NIS IN GIFT SHOP
For registration forms, prices and all questions, call Nachum Amsel
at 0544-54-36-18 or write to nachum@jewishdestiny.com
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