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PARSHAPIX PPexplanations on p.68
and at www.ttidbits.com
Click on the ParshaPix & explanations link

WORD OF THE   MONTH 
The first op for KL according to Minhag Yerushalayim (3 days after the announced 
molad) is Wednesday night, Leil 3 Tamuz, June 24th. First op for those who wait 7 days 
after the molad is Sunday, June 28th, eve of the 7th of Tammuz. Those who say KL 
specifically on Motza"Sh, have their op this Motza"Sh Parshat Chukat, Leil 6 Tamuz, 
June 27th. Strict 7-day people will wait for the following night, but there is an opinion 

that if it's close to 7 days after the molad, then say KL on Motza"Sh. Remember that KL can be said 
alone, even though a crowd is preferable when we are not dealing with a pandemic. Last op is 
Motza"Sh Parshat Balak (Chukat-Balak in Chu"L), July 4th, all night.
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ALIYA-BY-ALIYA  
SEDRA SUMMARY

[P> X:Y (Z)] and [S> X:Y (Z)] indicate 
start of a parsha p’tucha or s’tuma. X:Y is 
Perek:Pasuk of the Parsha’s beginning; 

(Z) is the number of p’sukim in the 
parsha.

Numbers in [square brackets] are the 
Mitzva-count of Sefer HaChinuch AND 
Rambam’s Sefer HaMitzvot. A=ASEI; 
L=LAV (prohibition). X:Y is the perek & 
pasuk from which the mitzva comes. 

KOHEN FIRST ALIYA                     
17 P'SUKIM 19:1-17

[P> 19:1 (22)] This whole Aliya plus the 
following 5 p'sukim deal with the topic 
of the PARA ADUMA. (The 22 p'sukim of 
ch.19 constitute the Maftir for Shabbat 
Parshat Para.)

The mitzva involves taking a cow with 
reddish hair (even two black or white hairs 
invalidate it), that is blemish-free (i.e. fit 
for the Altar even though the Para Aduma 
is NOT a korban; it is prepared away from 
the Mikdash and Har HaBayit, across the 
valley, on Har HaZeitim) and that has not 
worn a yoke or carried a burden for people. 
(If it carried upon its back something 
for its own benefit e.g. a blanket to keep 
flies away, it is still acceptable.) Elazar b. 
Aharon was in charge of the preparation 
of this first Para Aduma.

STATS

MITZVOT

39th of 54 sedras; 6th of 10 in Bamidbar

Written on 159.2 lines; rank: 39

10 Parshiyot; 6 open, 4 closed

87 p'sukim; rank: 43

1245 words; rank: 40

4670 letters; rank 41

Smallest sedra in Bamidbar in lines, p'sukim, 
words, letters

Fewer p'sukim than Sh'mini, more words, same 
number of letters. Chukat is a bit longer.

3 mitzvot of 613; all positive

TTstats Department here - skip the following if 
you don't like stats.

Only 6 sedras have only positive mitzvot: B'reishit 
and Lech Lecha with 1 each, Metzora with 11, 
Chukat with 3, Pinchas with 6, Vayeilech with 2.

Again, to show the very uneven distribution of 
mitzvot in the Torah: Chukat has 3 (so do two 
other sedras). 26 sedras have more than Chukat; 
25 sedras have fewer mitzvot. 3 is way below 
average (which is 11.4 mitzvot per sedra), but it 
is the median number of mitzvot in a sedra. 17 
sedras have no mitzvot. The top 17 have 530 of 
the 613 - that's 86.46% of mitzvot. About a third 
of the sedras have no mitzvot; about a third have 
more than 85% of Taryag; a little more than a 
third have less than 15% of the Torah's mitzvot.

CHUKAT

EFRAT
02-5454500www.efrat.org.il

Save a Life - Gain yours
1 of 77,044

Refuah Shleima to
 Tova Esther bat Leah Miriam
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SDT
"And G-d spoke to Moshe 
and Aharon saying... DABEIR 
(you Moshe, not both of you, 

DAB'RU) to the children of Israel... Only 
Moshe could tell the people about the 
PARA ADUMA, which is an atonement for 
the Sin of the Golden Calf. Aharon was too 
involved in the Golden Calf episode. He 
didn't tell this mitzva to the people and he 
didn't prepare the PARA ADUMA; his son 
did. Yet the pasuk tells us that G-d spoke to 
both Moshe and Aharon. Perhaps this 
contains a private rebuke by G-d to 
Aharon... And perhaps a bit of the opposite 
as well, since Aharon IS included in the 
command to prepare the Para Aduma.

SDT
Rashi says that the mitzva is 
for the assistant Kohen 
Gadol to tend to the Para 

Aduma, although any kohen qualifies. 
Commentaries see a symbolism in the son 
of Aharon doing it: just as the cow atones 
(so to speak) for her calf, so too the son 
atones for his father who was somewhat 
involved.

"Take a PARA ADUMA T'MIMA" T'MIMA 
usually means blemish-free, fit for the 
Altar. However, here the word T'MIMA is 
followed by the phrase "that has no MUM 
(blemish)", making the adjective T'MIMA 
superfluous. There- fore, we are taught 
that T'MIMA in this context is describing 
ADUMA, indicating that COMPLETE 
reddish hair is required. Without 
T'MIMA, a cow that was a "gingi" would 
be acceptable even if it had some non-red 
hairs. Not so, because of ADUMA T'MIMA.

As opposed to all korbanot in the 

TALBIEH
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Mikdash which had to be brought "inside" 
(the Beit HaMikdash area), the Red Cow is 
slaughtered and prepared "outside" (not 
even on Har HaBayit - across the valley 
on Har HaZeitim). It is not a korban, but 
it does have korban-like features (e.g. 
blemish-free, atonement).

After the cow is slaughtered, it is burnt 
whole (some of its blood having been 
sprinkled towards the Mikdash first).

The complete process of the Para Aduma 
(including what is thrown into the fire, 
how the ashes are collected and how the 
potion is made) is a positive mitzva [397, 
A113 19:2] that has been fulfilled nine 
times, so far. The next (tenth) time will be 
in the time of the Moshiach.

A person who comes in contact with a 
dead body is rendered ritually impure for 
a seven-day period [398, A107 19:4]. The 
"Para Aduma Potion" is to be sprinkled 
on the defiled person on the third and 
seventh day.

Without this procedure, the state of 
ritual impurity remains forever.

It is most important to avoid entering 
the Mikdash (and eating of sacred foods) 

while one is defiled. Intentional violation 
is a (Divinely imposed) capital offense.

MITZVAWATCH

Today, (temporarily) without a Beit 
HaMikdash, the are (at least) three 
ramifications of the rules of ritual impurity 
to the dead.

[1] A kohen must still avoid contact with 
a dead body (except those of his close 
relatives for whom he sits shiva), even 
though he is already "tamei". This is both 
for "practice" as well as not to "add" to his 
state of TUM'A.

[Note: The seven relatives for whom a 
person sits shiva and the seven relatives 
for whom a kohein may become tamei are 
almost - but not quite - matched. Father, 
mother, brother, sister, son, daughter, 
spouse. A kohein (and all Jews) sit shiva for 
those relatives, and a kohein can become 
tamei to all of those relatives, but not a 
sister who is married. In other words, a 
kohein sits shiva today for his sister, but 
if she his married, the restriction against 
being m'tamei still applies.]

[2] We are not permitted to go onto Har 
HaBayit in those areas where the Beit 
HaMikdash and its courtyard stood (or 
might have stood).

[3] Some gifts of the Kohen (such as 
t'ruma, t'rumat maaser, challa) are not 
given to a kohen, but are "disposed of" 
according to alternate halachic procedures, 
because of TUM'A of both the potential 
Kohen-recipient, as well as the giver, and 
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the gift itself. Note that there are gifts to the 
kohen that pose no TAMEI problems; these 
are given today (e.g. Pidyon HaBen).

LEVI SECOND ALIYA                
11 P'SUKIM 19:18-20:6

The Torah summarizes the Para Aduma 
procedures. Note that the cedar branch 
and hyssop are added to the potion as 
well as to the burning of the Para Aduma. 
Commentaries see special significance in 
the fact that the cedar is a lofty tree and 
the hyssop is a lowly shrub.

The dual nature of the Para Aduma 
potion (that it purifies the defiled and 
defiles the ritually pure) is counted as a 
mitzva of its own [399, A108 19:19]. And, 
it is this feature of the Para Aduma that is 
considered most mystifying and enigmatic.

Ponder this... As an analogy - and only 
an analogy - there are certain medications 
for certain diseases, that when taken 
by a person with the disease, they are 
beneficial. Yet if a healthy person takes the 
same medication, he can get sick from it.

[P> 20:1 (6)] The next topic the Torah 
deals with is the death of Miriam in the 
Tzin Wilderness in Nissan (on the 10th of 
the month).

The Torah immediately tells us that 
the People had no water. (Midrashim 
speak of Miriam's Well that miraculously 
accompanied the People during their 
wanderings. This well disappeared 
upon her death, since it was in her merit 
because she had watched over Moshe at 
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G-d decrees that neither Moshe nor 
Aharon shall lead the People into the Land 
of Israel.

Because of the inclusion of Aharon in 
this decree, there is an implication that 
he was not punished for any involvement 
in the Golden Calf - a point that needed 
clarification. Rashi says that the Torah is 
telling us that Moshe and Aharon would 
have gone into Eretz Yisrael, except for 
this, and only this incident. Interesting 
that Moshe himself tells the people (in 
D'varim) that he carries some of the blame 
for the Sin of the Spies. With Aharon's 
involvement in the Calf incident and 
Moshe's in the Spies episode, there is an 
interesting balance. On the other hand, 
Aharon IS held accountable in this case, 
even though it was Moshe who "acted".

G-d's decree seems excessively harsh on 
Moshe and Aharon. Commentators point 
to this as an example of how strictly G-d 
judges the greatest of our people. And the 
issue is a lot more complicated than that. 
It's not just 'punishment'.

Observation... Note that the rock gives 
forth water even though Moshe did not 
speak to it, as G-d had told him to. There 
are a few possibilities (maybe) as to why.

(1) It avoids a Chilul HaShem that would 
result if water did not come forth.

(2) Moshe Rabeinu was on the high level 
that he was able to control and divert 
nature (within limits). He had previously 
struck a rock to get water; this now is 
something he could do.

(3) A twist on the Chilul HaShem 

the river that we had the Well.) The People 
complain bitterly to Moshe and Aharon.

The custom of emptying out water 
containers in the room in which someone 
has died, comes from the sequence: "...and 
Miriam died ...and there was no water..."

Commentaries point out a connection 
between Para Aduma and the death of the 
righteous Miriam. Both are “instruments” 
of atonement.

SHLISHI THIRD ALIYA                 
7 P'SUKIM 20:7-13

[P> 20:7 (5)] In response (to the 
complaint of no water), G-d tells Moshe to 
take the Staff, gather the People, and that 
he (Moshe) and Aharon should SPEAK to 
the rock in the presence of the People, so 
that the rock shall give forth its water for 
the People and their flocks.

Moshe gathers the People and 
admonishes them to witness another of 
G-d's miracles. He lifts the Staff and strikes 
the rock twice; water flows from it in 
abundance.

[S> 20:12 (2)] G-d is "angry" at Moshe and 
Aharon for missing a chance to sanctify 
His Name by having the People see water 
come from the rock by speaking to it. (The 
People had previously seen water come 
from a struck rock.)

Mazal Tov 
to Leah and Dahvid Wolf and family 

on the recent births of 3 grandchildren
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possibility of (1) is that G-d wanted to 
avoid Moshe's losing face. G-d and Moshe 
are very much partners, so to speak, in the 
eyes of the People.

At the Sea, the people believed in 
"HaShem and in Moshe His servant, 
BASHEM UVMOSHE AVDO. In contrast, 
their lack of faith is expressed as their 
talking against G-d and against Moshe, 
BEILOKIM UVMOSHE. These are the only 
two times the word UVMOSHE (and in 
Moshe) appears in all of Tanach.

R'VI'I FOURTH ALIYA                   
8 P'SUKIM 20:14-21

[S> 20:14 (8)] Moshe sends messengers 
to the Edomites, to recount Israel's brief 
history and request right of way through 
Edomite land. The request is denied. 
A second attempt is made to obtain 
permission; this too is strongly rejected. 
The People of Israel change their route in 
order to avoid confrontation with Edom 
(according to G-d's command).

SDT
In asking for passage 
through Edom territory, 
Moshe's messengers state 

that the people "will not drink water of a 
well". Mxyzptlk Rashi says that we would 
have expected the Torah to say "the water 
of cisterns". Rashi explains that Edom had 
the cisterns; we had a miraculous well (as 
well as Manna for food). What we were 
offering Edom were the profits from selling 
us food and water. We had no need for 
their food and drink, but it was a proper 
offer to make. Rashi says that when staying 

FOR SALE       

 
Luxurious Penthouse on Prestigous Caspi St 

5 bedrooms, 200 sqm built to the highest standards, 
large balcony overlooking magnificent views! 
Parking, elevator. Immediate occupancy! 

 
Brand New Project 

in Rechavia 
Luxurious apartments 
available for sale in new 
building in top location in 
Rechavia. 2-3 bedrooms, 
garden, and penthouse 
apartments available. Very 
attractive prices.   
 
 

 
Great Location! Menashe St, Baka 

Large and spacious 2-bdrm 2-bath apartment, exit to garden, 
newly renovated, central A/C, motivated sellers!!! 

 
Duplex Garden in David’s Village 

Luxurious duplex garden apartment in excellent location, 
between the Citadel Hotel and the Old City. 3 bedrooms, 131 
SQM, large outdoor area, private parking & storage. 

 
 

            Yitzchak Kowalsky 

054-766-0338 
Yitzchak@yykrealestate.com 
www.yykrealestate.com 



12     TORAH TIDBITS / CHUKAT 5780

at an inn, one should partake of the inn's 
meals rather than "brown bagging it" (not 
exactly Rashi's term). This increases the 
benefit to the inn-keeper and is a proper 
thing for a patron to do. Mxyzptlk

SDT
Moshe sends a message to 
Edom saying, "...you know 
all the trouble we had in 

Egypt." Imrei Shefer asks, how was Edom 
expected to know what happened to us in 
Egypt? The answer, he says, comes from 
Parshat To'l'dot, when Rivka sought out 
G-d to explain what was happening inside 
her. She was told that she would have 
twins and that they would grow to head 
great nations, and when one fell, the other 
would rise proportionally. Edom's life 
must have made a significant turn upward, 
says Imrei Shefer, during the dark years 
we spent in Egyptian servitude - so they 
know what had happened.

CHAMISHI 5TH ALIYA                 
17 P'SUKIM 20:22-21:9

[P> 20:22 (8)] The People travel from 
Kadesh to Hor HaHar. There Aharon is to 
die. Moshe takes Aharon and Elazar up 
the mountain, where the garments of the 
Kohen Gadol are transferred from Aharon 
to his son and successor. ALL the people 
mourn Aharon's death for 30 days.

COMMENTARIES POINT OUT that 
Aharon's death had elements that were 
missing in Moshe's. Seeing his son 
continue in his footsteps and being loved 
by all the people as Aharon was, adds a 
special dimension to Aharon's full life.

The Midrash says that the Heavenly 
Clouds that protected the People, left upon 
Aharon's death.

We can see now that the miracles of the 
Midbar were each associated with one of 
our leaders: Moshe, the Manna; Aharon, 
the Clouds; Miriam, the Well.

[S> 21:1 (3)] That made them vulnerable 
to attack from Emori. The People of 
Israel made a pledge to G-d and the 
Emori attack was successfully countered 
by Israel.

[P> 21:4 (13)] The People then tired of 
their extended travels and complained 
once again to G-d and Moshe. Their 
tirade included gross disrespect to 
G-d's miracle of the Manna. For this 
they were punished by an attack of 
"fiery" (poisonous) snakes that bit many 
people, causing many deaths. The People 
repented and pleaded with Moshe to 
pray to G-d to spare them. G-d told Moshe 
to fashion a copper (the choice of copper 
was Moshe's and it was a play on words 
Nechoshet/ Nachash) snake and mount it 
atop a staff, so that anyone who would 
see it would live.

The Mishna in Rosh HaShana (3:8) asks, 
“What? (The copper image of) a snake 
can kill or restore life?” Not so, says the 
Mishna. “Rather, when the People of 
Israel look towards the Heavens and 
subjugate their hearts to G-d, then they 
were cured; and if not, they would 
decay.”

The Mishna in P'sachim (4:9) records 
that Chizkiyahu HaMelech destroyed the 
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Copper Serpent and the Sages approved 
of his actions. People were misusing it, 
and misunderstanding it.

This same kind of problem exists 
with the use of Korbanot in the time of 
the Beit HaMikdash, and in our time 
amulets, Tashlich, Kaparot, visiting 
holy places, notes in the cracks of the 
Kotel, red threads around one's wrist, 
and even saying T’hilim - meaning that 
there are people who do certain things 
in lieu of heartfelt prayer and sincere 
kavanot, somehow expecting miraculous 
salvation. All of the above, to some 
extent, are meant to be incentive and 
inspiration to sincere repentance and 
prayer, not substitutes for them.

SHISHI SIXTH ALIYA                    
11 P'SUKIM 21:10-20

The People continue their travels. They 
went to OVOT (identified as being due 
south of the Dead Sea). From there they 
went to “desolate passes” or "the ruins 
of AVARIM” (different understandings 
of the phrase IYEI HA'ARAVIM), along 
Moav's eastern border. They then 
continued on to NACHAL ZERED. Then 
to a part of the desert that was outside 
Moav territory (this because they were 
forbidden by G-d to encounter Moav.) 
These travels were recorded in the “Book 
of the Wars of G-d” (opinions differ as to 
what this was). Finally the people arrive 
at a place known as "the Well".

[S> 21:17 (4)] This was another 
significant event related to water. From 
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a physical point of view, water is by far 
the most valuable "commodity" of the 
wandering Nation. On a spiritual level, 
water represents Torah and Life itself.

The "Song of the Well", a short but 
beautiful song is recorded, high-lighting 
the preciousness of water. The words are 
filled with symbolisms and allusions.

The next piece of travelog is either part 
of the song at the well... or not. From the 
desert, the people went to Matana, from 
Matana to Nachliel, and from Nachliel to 
Bamot. From Bamot to HaGai in the field 
of Moav, on a clifftop that overlooks the 
Wastelands.

Notice that we have Songs over Water at 
both ends of the 40 years.

SH'VII SEVENTH ALIYA               
16 P'SUKIM 21:21-22:1

[P> 21:21 (16)] As Israel nears the lands 
of Emori, requests are made for rights of 
passage. Not only are these requests denied, 
but Emori sends an army to confront Israel. 
Israel is completely victorious against King 
Sichon, and conquers the lands of Emori 
and Cheshbon. Further battles result in 
more Emori lands. Og, king of Bashan, also 
falls, as G-d promised.

SDT
It is important to note that 
Israel fights against whom 
G-d tells us to, and we do not 

engage in battle anyone that G-d forbids us 
to. It is irrelevant whether Edom was 
stronger or weaker than Emori. We didn't 
fight the latter and avoid the former for 

military reasons. G-d is our Commander-
in-Chief. We have to always keep this in 
mind.

SDT
Israel's military victories in 
the Midbar, towards the end 
of the period of wandering, 

were very important for the morale of the 
people as they faced long years of many 
battles upon crossing the Jordan River into 
Eretz Yisrael. In the Midbar, they get a 
taste of G-d's promises and might.

Moshe sends Meraglim to Ya'zer.

RASHI says that the spies who were sent 
said, "we will not do as our predecessors 
did; we have complete confidence in the 
power of Moshe's prayer.” In a way, the 
sending of these Meraglim is a TIKUN 
(repair) of the Sin of the Spies. Spies were 
often sent to facilitate the nation's next 
step. They were not meant to decide on 
what G-d already had decreed.

The final pasuk tells us that Israel 
traveled and arrived at Arvot Moav - this 
is their final stop before entry into Eretz 
Yisrael.

Note: We have four sedras of Bamidbar 
to go and eleven in D'varim, and we are 

In loving memory of
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already at Arvot Moav, With the conclusion 
of Chukat, we have arrived at the threshold 
of Eretz Yisrael. Way back in Mikeitz we 
left the Land and went down into Egypt. 
Now we are readying ourselves to return.

HAFTARA 33 P'SUKIM 
SHO-F'TIM 11:1-33

The haftara consists of most of the story 
of Yiftach, the at-first scorned, later sought 
after, son of Gil'ad. He was shunned by his 
"half-brothers" and fled to the Land of Tov 
where he lived a rogue's life. The people 
of the Gil'ad region are attacked by the 
Ammonites and they pursue Yiftach to be 
their leader.

In the description of the wars with 
Amon, reference is made to the historical 
background of the area - specifically, the 
episode recorded in the sedra about Israel 
requesting permission from Emori for 
passage through their territory. This is a 
major connection to the sedra. The story of 
Yiftach seems to be peripheral to the reason 
that Chaza"l chose this reading for Chukat.

And yet... the haftara ends with the first 
part of the story of Yiftach's vow and the 
resultant fiasco with his daughter. Chaza"l 
generally consider Yiftach to have erred; 
such a vow as his would be halachically 
invalid under the circumstances. The 
significance (if it does, in fact, connect to 
the sedra) of the story of Yiftach's daughter 
vis-a-vis the sedra is elusive. Actually, 
there is the vow that the people - correctly 
- made prior to battle. Yiftach's was way 
off. 
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THE PERSON
 IN THE PARSHA

BY RABBI DR. TZVI HERSH WEINREB
OU Executive Vice President, Emeritus

The Many 
Songs of 
Leadership

Everyone has his or her own voice. 
Some express it loudly and clearly; 
some just mumble or whisper. 

There are those who let their voices be 
heard only in their professional lives 
and are silent and withdrawn at home. 
Others use their voices only within their 
families and stifle their voices in the 
outside world.

Our voices can be expressed in a 
variety of ways: through speech, through 
the written word, and even by means of 
our postures and gestures. Our voices 
can also be expressed through song.

In a book he wrote for managers of 
organizations coping with the complex 
challenges of the 21st century work 
environment, Stephen Covey makes the 
following statement: “There is a deep, 

innate, almost inexpressible yearning 
within each one of us to find our voice in 
life.” That statement is the basis for his 
book, The 8th Habit: From Effectiveness 
to Greatness, which is designed to help 
organizational leaders find their voices 
and inspire others to find theirs.

Each of the great leaders of the 
Jewish People, from biblical times 
down to the present, had his or her own 
distinctive voice. The voice of Avraham 
was heard throughout his world; the 
voice of Yitzchak was almost silent in 
comparison. Moshe described his own 
voice as defective, yet he was capable of 
supreme eloquence. Yehoshua’s voice is 
never described as wanting in any way, 
yet we have few examples of his personal 
unique voice.

Some of our great leaders, including 
Moshe, expressed their voices in song. 
We have the Song of the Sea in which 
the voice of Moshe dominates; his sister 
Miriam responds to Moshe’ song in her 
own voice; the Prophetess Devorah and 
King David are exemplary in their ability 
to use the medium of song to express 
their unique and distinctive voices.

All of the above are examples of how 
individual Jewish heroes and heroines 
found and expressed their voices. This 
week’s Torah portion, Parshat Chukat, 

Chaim Herschel ben Meir
HERBERT ROSE z”l
40th Yahrtzeit, Tammuz 1

Loved and Never Forgotten
by sons, Michael & Robert Rose



OU ISRAEL CENTER         17

provides an example of an entirely 
different kind of a voice: not the voice 
of one person, but the voice of an entire 
group, indeed of an entire nation. It is 
the Song of the Well, of the Be’er:

“... the well where the Lord said to 
Moshe, ‘Assemble the people that I may 
give them water.’ Then Israel sang this 
song:

Spring up, O well – sing to it –

The well which the chieftains dug,

Which the nobles of the people started 

With the sceptre, and with their own 
staffs.

And from the wilderness to Mattanah,

and from Mattanah to Nahaliel,

and from Nahaliel to Bamoth... 
(Numbers 21:16-19)

This is a much briefer song then the 
song that Moshe led when the people of 
Israel miraculously crossed the Sea. But 
part of this passage too, at least in the 
synagogues with which I am familiar, is 
chanted melodically.

I have long been impressed by the fact 
that this week’s Torah portion, in which 
the Song of the Well appears, describes 
a critical transition in the leadership of 
the Jewish People. From the time of the 
Exodus from Egypt, the Jewish People 
essentially have had three leaders: 
Moshe, Aaron, and Miriam. In this 
week’s parsha, Miriam dies and is buried; 
Aaron too is “gathered unto his people” 
and is mourned; and Moshe learns that 

Write it 
Down...
Before it’s
Too Late
 

Having a book compiled for the 
benefit of my future generations 
was indeed the right decision, and 
I would encourage others to do 
the same before all is forgotten.

Working with Danny was a great 
source of joy and fun; his sensitivity 
and humor enhanced our working 
relationship and resulted in a 
book I am truly proud of.

– sandy collins, london

052-3115682 • dannyverbov@gmail.com
www.dannyverbov.com

“

Tired of Staying at 
Home?
Ready for a Staycation?
See the Israel that you 
haven't had time for!
Tour with Dave's Dynamic Tours 
of Israel: Private, 
Educational Day & 
Multi Day Tours  
Advance 
Reservation 
Required

All tours follow 
Ministry of Health 
Guidelines

For Reservations And More Info
Email: Dave@Davetourisrael.com
Or Call: 050-5307130

(972) 02-536-3449
(972) 050-530-7130
USA Direct :  310-424-9534
info@davetourisrael .com
www.davetourisrael .com

Dave's Dynamic Tours of Israel



18     TORAH TIDBITS / CHUKAT 5780

his leadership role will come to an end 
sooner than he had thought, before the 
Jewish People enter the Promised Land.
This is indeed a story of transition, of the 
end of an era, of the passing of the mantle 
of leadership to a new generation.

No wonder then that the song sung in 
this week’s parsha is so very different 
from the song sung by Moshe at that 
triumphant moment near the beginning 
of his leadership career.

Our Sages tell us in the Talmudic 
tractate of Sotah that the Song of the Sea 
was sung by the people responsively. 
That is, Moshe said the first phrase, 
which the people said after him. He 
proceeded then to the second phrase, 
and the people echoed him. Moshe was 
an authoritative leader, and the people 
were obedient followers. Moshe was 
the active composer of the song, the 
choirmaster as it were, and the people 
were but the choir.

In this week’s Torah portion, two of the 
leaders pass from the scene, and Moshe 
learns that his leadership authority 
is waning. The Song of the Well is an 
entirely different leadership song from 
the Song of the Sea. In this week’s song, 
the entire people sing as one. It begins 
not “Then Moshe sang this song,” but 
rather “Then Israel sang this song.” The 

leadership passes from one Divinely 
chosen charismatic leader to the people 
as a whole.

The people find their voice, and it is 
the voice of song. How beautifully this is 
expressed in the Midrash Yalkut Shimoni 
(Chukat Note 764): 

...after 40 years, the people finally 
matured and began to sing a song on 
their own accord, saying, “Master of the 
Universe, it is now incumbent upon You 
to do miracles for us and for us to sing, 
as it is written: ‘It has pleased the Lord 
to deliver us and that is why we sing our 
song all the days of our lives…’ ” (Isaiah 
38:20)

Jewish history has known epochs in 
which there were clear leaders, gifted 
and often charismatic individuals who, 
by virtue of their wisdom or heroism, 
seemed ordained by the Almighty Himself 
to lead our people. But we have also 
known times, such as the present, when 
such prominent leaders are not apparent.

It is at times such as these that we all 
must assume leadership responsibilities. 
It is at times such as these that we cannot 
afford to humbly refrain from acting 
as leaders in our own families and 
communities. It is at times such as these 
that we must, each of us, find our own 
voice and sing the songs of leadership. 
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Kohelet, 
Tolstoy and 
the Red Heifer

The command of the parah adumah, 
the red heifer, with which our 
parsha begins, is known as the 

hardest of the mitzvot to understand. The 
opening words, zot chukat ha-Torah, are 
taken to mean, this is the supreme example 
of a chok in the Torah, that is, a law whose 
logic is obscure, perhaps unfathomable.

It was a ritual for the purification of 
those who had been in contact with, or 
in, certain forms of proximity to a dead 
body. A dead body is the primary source 
of impurity, and the defilement it caused 
to the living meant that the person so 
affected could not enter the precincts of 
the Tabernacle or Temple until cleansed, 
in a process that lasted seven days.

A key element of the purification process 

involved a Priest sprinkling the person so 
affected, on the third and seventh day, 
with a specially prepared liquid known as 
“the water of cleansing.” First a red heifer 
had to be found, without a blemish, and 
which had never been used to perform 
work: a yoke had never been placed on it. 
This was ritually killed and burned outside 
the camp. Cedar wood, hyssop, and scarlet 
wool were added to the fire, and the ashes 
placed in a vessel containing “living” i.e. 
fresh water. It was this that was sprinkled 
on those who had become impure by 
contact with death. One of the more 
paradoxical features of the rite is that 
though it cleansed the impure, it rendered 
impure those who were involved with the 
preparation of the water of cleansing.

Though the ritual has not been practised 
since the days of the Temple, it nonetheless 
remains significant, in itself and for an 
understanding of what a chok, usually 
translated as “statute,” actually is. Other 
instances include the prohibition against 
eating meat and milk together, wearing 
clothes of mixed wool and linen (shatnez) 
and sowing a field with two kinds of grain 
(kilayim). There have been several very 
different explanations of chukim.

The most famous is that a chok is a law 
whose logic we cannot understand. It 
makes sense to God, but it makes no sense 
to us. We cannot aspire to the kind of 
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cosmic wisdom that would allow us to see 
its point and purpose. Or perhaps, as Rav 
Saadia Gaon put it, it is a command issued 
for no other reason than to reward us for 
obeying it.1

The Sages recognised that whereas 
Gentiles might understand Jewish laws 
based on social justice (mishpatim) or 
historical memory (edot), commands 
such as the prohibition of eating meat 
and milk together seemed irrational and 
superstitious. The chukim were laws of 
which “Satan and the nations of the world 
made fun.”2

Maimonides had a quite different view. 
He believed that no Divine command was 
irrational. To suppose otherwise was to 
think God inferior to human beings. The 
chukim only appear to be inexplicable 
because we have forgotten the original 
context in which they were ordained. Each 
of them was a rejection of, and education 
against, some idolatrous practice. For the 
most part, however, such practises have 
died out, which is why we now find the 
commands hard to understand.3

A third view, adopted by Nahmanides 
in the thirteenth century4 and further 
articulated by Samson Raphael Hirsch in 
the nineteenth, is that the chukim were laws 
designed to teach the integrity of nature. 
Nature has its own laws, domains and 
boundaries, to cross which is to dishonour 

1  Saadia Gaon, Beliefs and Opinions, 
book III.

2  Yoma 67b.
3  The Guide for the Perplexed, III:31.
4  Commentary to Leviticus 19:19.
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the divinely created order, and to threaten 
nature itself. So we do not combine animal 
(wool) and vegetable (linen) textiles, or 
mix animal life (milk) and animal death 
(meat). As for the red heifer, Hirsch says 
that the ritual is to cleanse humans from 
depression brought about by reminders of 
human mortality.

My own view is that chukim are 
commands deliberately intended to bypass 
the rational brain, the pre-frontal cortex. 
The root from which the word chok comes 
is h-k-k, meaning, “to engrave.” Writing 
is on the surface; engraving cuts much 
deeper than the surface. Rituals go deep 
below the surface of the mind, and for an 
important reason. We are not fully rational 
animals, and we can make momentous 
mistakes if we think we are. We have a 
limbic system, an emotional brain. We 
also have an extremely powerful set of 
reactions to potential danger, located in 
the amygdala, that lead us to flee, freeze 
or fight. A moral system, to be adequate 
to the human condition, must recognise 
the nature of the human condition. It must 
speak to our fears.

The most profound fear most of us have 
is of death. As La Rochefoucauld said, 
“Neither the sun nor death can be looked 
on with a steady eye.” Few have explored 
death and the tragic shadow it casts over 
life more profoundly than the author of 
Kohelet (Ecclesiastes): 

“The fate of man is the fate of cattle; the 
same fate awaits them both, the death of 
one is like the death of the other, their 
spirits are the same, and the pre-eminence 
of man over beast is nothing, for it is all 
shallow breath. All end in the same place; 
all emerge from dust and all go back to 
dust” (Eccl. 3:19-20).

The knowledge that he will die robs 
Kohelet of any sense of the meaningfulness 
of life. We have no idea what will happen, 
after our death, to what we have achieved 
in life. Death makes mockery of virtue: the 
hero may die young while the coward lives 
to old age. And bereavement is tragic in a 
different way. To lose those we love is to 
have the fabric of our life torn, perhaps 
irreparably. Death defiles in the simplest, 
starkest sense: mortality opens an abyss 
between us and God’s eternity.

It is this fear, existential and elemental, 
to which the rite of the heifer is 
addressed. The animal itself is the starkest 
symbol of pure, animal life, untamed, 
undomesticated. The red, like the scarlet of 
the wool, is the colour of blood, the essence 
of life. The cedar, tallest of trees, represents 
vegetative life. The hyssop symbolises 
purity. All these were reduced to ash in 
the fire, a powerful drama of mortality. 
The ash itself was then dissolved in water, 
symbolising continuity, the flow of life, 
and the potential of rebirth. The body dies 
but the spirit flows on. A generation dies 
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2,550,000 flex  
Rachel Gluck - 052-478-9193 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Ha’ayin Het 19, Musrara 
Authentic 100 sqm apartment, with 100 

sqm.private  garden.  high ceilings, arched 
rooms. 5 minute walk to Jaffa Gate. For 

renovation. Asking NIS  3,300,000 
 Orna Even- 054-621-6069 

 

owerTShalem - Jaffa street. 
Great location. Across from Saidoff Tower 

5th floor. 125 sqm. 20 sqm balcony. South 
and West exposures. pool, Gym, Guard in 
the entrench. Storage, parking. 4,150,000  

Chani - 053-522-4782 
 

The best team in Jerusalem real estate 

 

 
Adam 29- Arnona/Armon Hanetziv 

172  Sqm. dream cottage with huge succah 
balcony on Adam St, Great location- 2 min 

from Embassy and Arnona!  
Asking 3,350,000. flexible 

Rachel Gluck - 052-478-9193 

Luria 6, Arnona 
Lovely Duplex Pent-cottage. 148 Sqm.  

5 rooms. Private entrance. Master 
bedroom. Succah balcony. Mamad. 
Additional rental unit.  NIS 4,600,000 

Orli Raz 050-724-3735 

Mordechai Hayehudi, Baka 
Palatial Old Arab Home in the heart of Baka 
8 rooms / 4 bathroom ( 273 sqm) +3 large 

Sukka balconies ,breathtaking views,  
 

Alyssa Friedland - 054-668-4111 

 
Talbieh – Dizraeli St. 

Stunning Old Arab Home. 6 rooms, 4 full 
bathrooms. Approx 300 sq. High ceilings, 
Arched windows, wrap around gardens 

(370+ sqm) Gourmet kitchen, 2 car garage 
Alyssa- 054-668-4111 
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but another is born. Lives may end but life 
does not. Those who live after us continue 
what we began, and we live on in them. 
Life is a never-ending stream, and a trace 
of us is carried onward to the future.

The person in modern times who most 
deeply experienced and expressed what 
Kohelet felt was Tolstoy, who told the story 
in his essay, A Confession.5 By the time he 
wrote it, in his early fifties, he had already 
published two of the greatest novels 
ever written, War and Peace and Anna 
Karenina. His literary legacy was secure. 
His greatness was universally recognised. 
He was married, with children. He had 
a large estate. His health was good. Yet 
he was overcome with a sense of the 
meaninglessness of life in the face of the 
knowledge that we will all die. He quoted 
Kohelet at length. He contemplated suicide. 
The question that haunted him was: “Is 
there any meaning in my life that will not 
be annihilated by the inevitability of death 

5  Leo Tolstoy, A Confession and 
other religious writings, Penguin Classics, 
1987.

which awaits me?”6

He searched for an answer in science, 
but all it told him was that “in the infinity 
of space and the infinity of time infinitely 
small particles mutate with infinite 
complexity.” Science deals in causes and 
effects, not purpose and meaning. 
In the end, he concluded that only religious 
faith rescues life from meaninglessness. 
“Rational knowledge, as presented by the 
learned and wise, negates the meaning 
of life.”7 What is needed is something 
other than rational knowledge. “Faith is 
the force of life. If a man lives, then he 
must believe in something … If he does 
understand the illusion of the finite, he is 
bound to believe in the infinite. Without 
faith it is impossible to live.”8 

That is why, to defeat the defilement of 
contact with death, there must be a ritual 
that bypasses rational knowledge. Hence 
the rite of the red heifer, in which death is 
dissolved in the waters of life, and those on 
whom it is sprinkled are made pure again 

6  ibid., 35.
7  ibid., 50.
8  ibid., 54.
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so that they can enter the precincts of the 
Shechinah and re-establish contact with 
eternity. 

We no longer have the red heifer and its 
seven-day purification ritual, but we do 
have the shiva, the seven days of mourning 
during which we are comforted by others 
and thus reconnected with life. Our grief 
is gradually dissolved by the contact with 
friends and family, as the ashes of the 
heifer were dissolved in the “living water.” 
We emerge, still bereaved, but to in some 
measure cleansed, purified, able again to 
face life.

I believe that we can emerge from the 
shadow of death if we allow ourselves 
to be healed by the God of life. To do 
so, though, we need the help of others. 

“A prisoner cannot release himself from 
prison,”9 says the Talmud. It took a Kohen 
to sprinkle the waters of cleansing. It takes 
comforters to lift our grief. But faith – 
faith from the world of chok, deeper 
than the rational mind – can help cure 
our deepest fears.  

 Shabbat Shalom 

Covenant and Conversation 5780 is kindly 
supported by the Maurice Wohl Charitable 
Foundation in memory of Maurice and 
Vivienne Wohl z”l.

These weekly teachings from Rabbi Sacks 
are part of the ‘Covenant & Conversation’ 
series on the weekly Torah reading. Read 
more on www.rabbisacks.org.

9  Berakhot 5b.
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and the Tabu records are 
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• Annual yield of 7% net 
which is roughly double 
the return you would 
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• The annual yield is wired 
to the investors after all 
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our investors - savvy 
investors that know 
how to recognize a 
safe investment with a 
solid return, with high 
potential, and very low 
risk.

 The benefits of investing in Israeli commercial real estate



26     TORAH TIDBITS / CHUKAT 5780

The story of Yiftach HaGiladi that 
we read in this week’s haftara is a 
troubling one, indeed. While most 

of the previous shofetim chosen to lead 
Israel out of a threatening or oppressive 
situation were individuals who were 
perceived by their peers as proper 
leaders for having an honored ancestry 
or having shown leadership qualities 
or having been chosen by G-d. At first 
glance, Yiftach lacked all of these. The 
choice of one who was rejected by his 
family, denied any portion of his father’s 
inheritance and, ultimately, forced to 
flee his birthplace-all of this having been 
done with no objection from the leaders 
of Gil’ad - to then been chosen by those 
same leaders is certainly difficult to 
understand. 

And if we might consider that Yiftach 
did, indeed, show leadership qualities, 
he had, after all, gathered a small army, 
nonetheless, the text describes his men 

PROBING
THE PROPHETS

BY RABBI NACHMAN (NEIL) WINKLER
Faculty, OU Israel Centerl

as “anashim reikim”, “empty men.” That 
expression, found when describing the 
cohorts of Avimelech (Shofetim 9; 4) and 
the followers of David (Shmuel A 22; 2), 
implies men who were lacking land and 
wealth, proper ancestry and legal rights, 
basically, people who were isolated 
from general society and, therefore, 
were quick to attach themselves to their 
own social (and military) group. It is 
also understood that they supported 
themselves through thievery and 
robbery (Da’at Mikra). 

But Yiftach was Hashem’s choice.

Why he was might trouble us. 

And yet, upon receiving the leadership 
from the local leaders, Yiftach does 
exactly as a G-d-fearing, Israelite leader 
would do. He first gathers the elders and 
leaders to Mitzpah, where a mizbe’ach to 
Hashem stood (hence “lifnei Hashem”) 
and formalizes his new position by 

Securities offered through Portfolio Resources Group. Inc., member of FINRA, SIPC, MSRB, SIFMA

US BROKERAGE SERVICES IN ISRAEL

Get the Best of Both Worlds
Keep your money in the US and receive
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gathering the support of the people. 
Following that, he attempts to negotiate 
with the enemy and avoid war and loss 
of life, and, before embarking on the 
military campaign, he prays to G-d for 
success. This was an individual who was 
rejected by his family, his local leaders 
and his general community but rather 
than rejecting them he risks his life for 
them. G-d’s words to Shmuel HaNavi 
upon the prophet’s mistaken belief 
that Eliav was G-d’s choice as Sha’ul’s 
successor: “Man sees with his eyes; 
Hashem sees into one’s heart’ (Shmuel A 
16; 7) ring true with the choice of Yiftach. 
Despite his past and his rejection by the 
community, Yiftach had the potential to 
become a successful leader. Something 
Man was blind to - but something that 
Hashem saw clearly.

Half of the haftara, as well as its very 
connection to our parsha, is Yiftach’s 
review of history, clarifying how Israel 
came in to possession of the region being 
claimed by the King of Ammon. Yiftach’s 
arguments are powerful.

Israel never conquered this land from 
Ammon or Moav,  but, rather from 
Sichon and Og, the Emori kings who had 
conquered the land from Ammon and 
Mo’av.

Israel went to war with the Emori 
only after they were attacked by the two 
kings-not in order to gain land.

Israel avoided war when both Ammon 
and Mo’av (and Edom) refused them 
passage, and traveled around those lands 
rather than trespass through them.

Our possession of the land was the 
gift granted to us by our G-d, just as you 
would keep those lands granted to you 
by your god.

Israel has been dwelling in these lands 
for hundreds of years. If your claim is a 
valid one, why wasn’t it made over all 
these centuries?

Yiftach’s arguments were, indeed, 
powerful ones. But they were not 
effective. And we wonder why it was 
so necessary for the text to use twelve 
p’sukim in order to include every one 
of these arguments instead of simply 
condensing them into a concise summary 
- especially if the arguments failed to 
sway the enemy anyway?

I would suggest that perhaps Hashem 
wanted us to learn that when an enemy 
desires your land,  no history, no facts, 
no truth will help convince them of their 
errors. Facts will be twisted, truth will be 
perverted and history will be changed 
in order to serve their false narrative 
and support their desire to conquer our 
land. Our responsibility, therefore, is to 
follow the path of Yiftach: to turn to the 
Torah so that WE know the REAL truth. 
That, and only that, will make sure that 
we and future generations will know 
that “l’cha ul’zar’acha natati et ha’aretz 
hazot”! 

Mazal Tov 
To Passy and Cyril Brill
On the occasion of their

60th Wedding Anniversary
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Soloveitchik in Reflections of the Rav (vol 
2), who provides us with a tremendous 
insight and resolution.

Prior to answering the questions 
raised above, we must first address one 
additional query: The parsha begins with 
the words, “Zot Chḥukat haTorah” – “this 
is the Chok (unexplained law) of the 
Torah”. Since the ensuing verses discuss 
the laws of the para aduma, why did the 
introduction not state “this is the cḥok of 
the red heifer”? The Rav answers: 

We propose that the singular cḥuka 
here is not merely in the performance of 
the ritual, but rather in the mind-defying 
mystery of death itself, whose defiling 
effects the watery ashes seek to counter.

In our modern world, we can explain 
everything. We can send people 
to the moon. We use satellites. We 
have accomplished the previously 
unimaginable. But we have not 
conquered death. Everyone dies. It does 
not matter how modern, how healthy, 
how professional, or how developed 
anybody is; they are going to have to face 

The Para 
Aduma: Why 
Here and Not 
in Vayikra?

Parshat Chukat begins with chapter 
19 of Bamidbar, which is all about 
the laws of the para aduma, the red 

heifer whose ashes purify an individual 
who became tamei from a human corpse. 
In the next chapter (20), Miriam dies. 
Miriam, Aharon and Moshe all died in the 
same year, which means that chapter 20 
takes place in the 40th year in the desert. 
Parshat Koracḥ, read a week earlier, 
describes events that transpired during 
the second year in the wilderness. In the 
transition from Parshat Koracḥ to Parshat 
Chukat, the Torah skips over 38 years of 
wandering in the desert! What occurred 
during those years? And why is the Torah 
silent with respect to them? Parshat 
Mas’ei recounts all the different stops on 
their journey, so why is it missing here? 

Additionally, the section on the para 
aduma seems out of place. All the other 
laws of purity and impurity appear in 
Sefer Vayikra. Why is this chapter here? 
These questions are raised by Rav Yosef 
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fate after 120 years. This is indescribable, 
unexplainable, inconceivable, and yet an 
integral part of the human condition. It 
is something that each person helplessly 
marches towards. 

The ultimate chok of our lives is death. 
When the Torah states, “Zot chukat 
haTorah,” it is not referring to the para 
aduma but to death itself, the ultimate 
mystery, the incomprehensible frontier. 
This is even more explicit in verse 14: 
“Zot haTorah; adam ki yamut…” – “This is 
the Torah; when a person dies….”

How do we purify ourselves from death? 
Most other types of tum’a require a person 
to immerse in a mikveh.1 A person who is 
tamei from a human corpse, in addition 
to immersion, must be sprinkled with the 
ashes of a para aduma by a kohen. Why is 
the added element necessary for this type 
of impurity? 

Rav Soloveitchik explains that 
immersion in a mikveh is something in 
an individual’s power. I became impure, 
and it is in my power to purify myself. 
In fact, the act cannot be performed by 
anyone other than the impure individual. 
If one has a fear of water, no one else 
can immerse on his behalf. The one 
exception to this rule is corpse impurity. 
Someone else, a kohen, must sprinkle the 

1  Several commentators suggest 
that when one immerses in a mikveh, it is 
as if they leave the earth (land). They are 
surrounded by fluid, much like a fetus. That 
is, going to the mikveh is a form of rebirth. 
See Hinukh Mitzva 175.

ashes of the para aduma upon the tamei 
individual. 

This signifies that death remains out 
of our control; when we encounter it, 
we need an outside force to purify us. 
The kohen is the messenger, but our 
true purifier is Hashem Himself. Corpse 
impurity requires both immersion and 
sprinkling, suggesting that we are in 
control up to a certain point, but Hashem 
is ultimately in control. 

We can now explain why these laws 
are placed between Parshat Koracḥ 
and Parshat Chukat. Throughout the 
“missing” 38 years, Klal Yisrael was 
preoccupied with death. An entire 
generation of 600,000 men died in the 
desert, as punishment for the sin of the 
spies. More mourners, more widows, and 
more orphans every year. How could the 
nation go on? How could they live with 
so much death? 

The answer lies with the para aduma. 
HaKadosh Barukh Hu is in charge. Take 
comfort in that there is a Comforter and 
Purifier. There is a Divine Plan. As we 
tell the mourner: “Hamakom Yenachem 
Etchem” – God will comfort you.  This 
para aduma chapter, with its message of 
triumph over the melancholy of death, is 
appropriately situated.  

On the First Yahrzeit 
of our precious Daughter

Dr. Avigail Rock z”l
אביגיל מלכה בת משה

     דבריהם הן זיכרונם
Moshe and Chana Poupko



30     TORAH TIDBITS / CHUKAT 5780

REBBETZIN SHIRA
SMILES Faculty, OU Israel Center

Wonderful 
Well

The Mishna (Avot 5:9) teaches that 
ten things were created at twilight 
on the first erev Shabbat of Creation.  

Maharal notes that each of these things 
is connected to the physical dimension 
of the universe and simultaneously had 
some aspect of the supernatural as well.  
Hence, they were created in this twilight 
zone of the Sixth day, interfacing with the 
supernatural nature of Shabbat. The ‘Well 
of Miriam’ was one of these ten creations.  
In what way was it supernatural? Why is 
Miriam specifically identified with this 
well?

Chazal explain that the well accompanied 
the Jews throughout their sojourn in the 
desert.  It would stop near the Mishkan, 
whereupon the leaders of each tribe 
would strike the well to draw water to their 
particular tribe.  The midrash in Yalkut 
Shimoni notes that there was so much 
water that if a woman wanted to visit a 
friend in another tribe, she would need 
to take a boat!  Clearly a traveling well 
producing such an abundance of water is 
beyond a natural expectation. 

According to Chazal, the Well of Miriam 

is buried deep in Lake Kinneret in the 
north of Israel.  It is said that one should 
draw water from the Kinneret on Motzaei 
Shabbat since perhaps one will draw some 
of the well’s singular water and it will have 
a healing power.  Chazal tell us that in the 
future the Well of Miriam will trickle from 
under the doorway of the Beit Hamikdash 
and water the entire land.  It will cause 
non fruit bearing trees to bear fruit and 
make the Dead Sea waters sweet.  All of 
these special ‘powers’ of the well further 
demonstrate its inherent supernatural 
features.

These clouds were indicative 
of Hashem’s Presence                 
upon the people

Netziv notes that water is often 
connected with the motif of chesed and a 
woman’s essence is naturally connected 
to chesed. Hence, of the three great 
leaders, it is Miriam who is associated 
with the well.  Netziv further explains 
that the waters of the well shared a 
similar phenomenon with the mann.  The 
mann generally fell outside the camp, 
however, one who was righteous would 
find that the mann fell very close to his 
tent.  Likewise, one who was a ‘nediv lev’, 
who was chesed oriented, would find a 
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tributary of water flowing directly in 
front of their tent.  

We see the theme of water echoing 
throughout Miriam’s life.  She waited 
by the Nile to ensure that her baby 
brother would be safe.  She also took 
the initiative to sing and dance after Am 
Yisrael crossed the Yam Suf.  As a reward 
for these actions she is blessed to have 
the well in her merit.

Maharal offers a deeper understanding 
of Miriam’s interrelationship with the 
well.  Aharon was gifted with the honor 
of being associated with the Clouds of 
Glory.  These clouds were indicative of 
Hashem’s Presence upon the people.  
Aharon’s role was indeed to bring 
Hashem’s Presence down into this world 
through the service in the Mishkan.  Yet 
well water, brought to the surface from 
deep within the ground, symbolizes 
the people’s response to this Divine 
closeness and reflects their desire 
to come close to Hashem. “Kamayim 
hapanim lepanim” (Mishlei 27;19). With 
her feminine nature, Miriam, like water, 
inspired this quality of reflection in Am 
Yisrael. 

JLEM 02-628-8282 I TLV 03-720-8000
tzviair.com

THE BEST DESIGN, ENGINEERING
AND INSTALLATION OF AIR 
CONDITIONING SYSTEMS.

JUST ASK ANY OF OUR
THOUSANDS OF HAPPY CLIENTS.
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The Snake & 
The Tzadik 

The great Tzadik, Chacham Eliyahu 
haKohen haItamari of Izmir (d. 
1729), was a famed Kabbalist and 

Dayan who authored more than thirty 
seforim, including Sefer Shevet Mussar 
and Me’il Tzedaka, translated into Hebrew, 
Yiddish and Ladino.

One afternoon, while preparing for 
davening, the righteous Chacham Eliyahu 
was unable to find his gartel. While 
looking around, he noticed a black rope on 
the floor. With the time of tefillah having 
arrived, he kneeled down, picked up the 
rope, and tied it around his waist.

After finishing Mincha, Chacham 
Eliyahu began to untie the rope, when 
it suddenly uncoiled itself and slithered 
away. It turned out that the ‘rope’ he had 

worn was actually a poisonous snake. 
To express his thanks for this miracle, 
Chacham Eliyahu entitled his next sefer 
Eizer Eliyahu, “The Helper of Eliyahu”.

When the author of Imros Taharos, 
Rebbe Moshe of Kobrin zy’a, would 
recount this ma’aseh, he would add the 
following thought: “Don’t be mistaken as 
to what is wondrous about this story. That 
the snake did not bite Chacham Eliyahu 
and remained still is not surprising, for 
the Torah tells us, ‘The fear of you and the 
dread of you shall be upon every beast 
of the earth’ (Bereishis, 9:2) … No living 
creature can harm someone whose Tzelem 
Elokim, Divine image, is fully manifest.  

“The truly extraordinary aspect of this 
story is Chacham Eliyahu’s greatness. In 
his deveykus to Hashem and incredible 
kavana, even before he began davening, 
he didn’t even notice that the ‘rope’ he was 
picking up was actually a live snake.”

NACHASH HAKADMONI

Our sedra describes the irrational 
claims Klal Yisrael made against Moshe 
and Hashem in the desert, claiming there 
was no food to eat, or water to drink. 
The result was one of most curious and 
frightening scenes in Torah:

“Hashem sent nechashim serafim, 

Mazal Tov 
to Shelley & Yehuda Dayag and family 
on the engagement of their daughter
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venomous snakes, upon the people; they 
bit the people, and many died” (21:6). 
When the Jews cried out in Teshuvah, 
Hashem instructed Moshe to provide the 
cure: “Make yourself a seraf, venomous 
snake, and put it on a pole, and let 
whoever is bitten look at it and live” (v8). 
Then Moshe fashioned a copper snake 
and affixed it atop a pole for Klal Yisrael to 
gaze upon, to be healed, and to live.

Why, specifically, is a snake used as 
punishment? And why is a snake then 
used as a cure? Reb Nosson of Breslov zy’a 
explains that all resistance to holiness, 
all spiritual ‘failure’, can be traced to 
the Nachash haKadmoni, the Primordial 
Snake in Gan Eden.

By following the eitza, the advice and 
lure of the Nachash haKadmoni, and 
by eating from the Tree of Knowledge, 
Adam and Chavah ingested a ‘forbidden’ 
sense of separation from Hashem. With 
this primordial cheit, they welcomed and 
internalized the influence of the Nachash 
into the inner world of all human beings. 
The venom of the Nachash is the yetzer 
hara, the gravitational pull away from 
G-d and away from our true selves. It is 
expressed as the poisonous inner voice 
that tells us how ‘far away’ we are from 
Hashem: how lowly we are, how we are 
defined by our failures, that we have 
no hope to rectify that which we have 
damaged. As this spiritual syndrome 
deepens, one begins to criticize himself 
and everyone around him, driving him 
ever deeper into fear, darkness and 
sadness, and ultimately to sickness and 
death: “...The day that you eat of it you will 
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surely die.” (Bereishit, 2:17)

Rav Ofir Erez, a Breslover Mashpiah in 
Yerushalayim, refers to this inner voice 
as “The Torah of the Snake”. When we 
recite and elaborate on this false “Torah”, 
we share in the curse of the Nachash: 
“M’afar tochal” — you will eat from the 
dust. You will ‘eat’ and fill yourself with 
low self-confidence, feelings of baseness 
and worthlessness, and degraded 
behavior patterns.

The antidote and Tikun of “The Torah 
of the Snake” is “The Torah of the Tzadik”, 
and the template of every Tzadik and 
master of their yetzer hara is Moshe 
Rabbeinu. The Mishnah (Rosh Hashana 
3:8) gives us a glimpse into this antidote:

“‘When Moshe held up his hands, Israel 
prevailed’ (Shemos, 17:1). Did the hands 
of Moshe wage war? Rather this teaches 
that as long as Israel would look upwards 
and subject their hearts to their Father in 
heaven they prevailed, and if not they 
fell. Similarly, ‘Make for yourself a fiery 
serpent and mount it on a pole. And if 
anyone who is bitten shall look at it, he 
shall live’ (21:8). Did the nachash kill or 
keep them alive? Rather, when Yisrael 
would look upwards, u’mshabdin libam 
l’Avihem shebaShamayim, and subject 
their hearts to their Father in Heaven, 
they were healed…” 

After so many miracles and countless 
expressions of Hashem’s love and grace, 
our unwarranted complaints were 
a classic example of the yetzer hara, 
the voice of the Nachash haKadmoni 
advising us: “We are disgusted with this 

rotten bread” (21:6), “We do not have 
water to drink.” The root of this kefirah, 
heresy, was that we considered ourselves 
undeserving of Hashem’s kindness, 
unworthy of being provided for. 

Being struck by fiery serpents, and 
then raising our eyes Heavenward to 
gaze upon the snake that Moshe made, 
reminded us of what lies beneath the 
surface of every moment of our lives. 
That is, the bechirah, choice, between tov 
v’ra, good and evil — what is right and 
what is wrong, between the refreshment 
of the yetzer tov, and the venom of the 
yetzer hara.

Perhaps all of this explains the 
miracle of Chacham Eliyahu’s ‘gartel’. 
As the Mishna taught, the Nachash in 
itself neither kills nor heals. However, 
when we believe we are separate from 
Hashem and look down on ourselves, 
we internalize the deadly ‘venom’ of the 
yetzer hara. And when, like Chacham 
Eliyahu, we gaze upwards, u’mshabdin 
libam l’Avihem shebaShamayim, and 
subject our hearts to our Father in 
Heaven, we gain mastery over our yetzer 
hara, and are healed.  

May we merit to attach ourselves to the 
true Tzadikim, internalize their words 
of Torah, and cultivate deep deveykus 
and kavanna in our lives. The word 
Mashiach has the same numerical value 
as Nachash, demonstrating that our 
redeemer, the Tzadik of all Tzadikim, 
will provide humanity the ultimate cure 
of the primordial snake bite. May it be so, 
soon and in our days. 
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Linking our Lives2gether
for active single Olim, ages 60-75

Presents a new weekly get-together: 

SUNDAYS AT 7:00PM
Each week, a different subject will be 
presented by our members and guests.
Join us for a virtual night out.

For Zoom address and password contact
Chana Spivack
cspivack@ouisrael.org or 
050-229-4951

 22 KEREN HAYESOD, YERUSHALAYIM   l   02-560-9110    l   WWW.OUISRAEL.ORG
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OU ISRAEL CENTER      l      02-5609110      l      WWW.OUISRAEL.ORG

A CALL TO JERUSALEM RESIDENTS!
We want to hear your voices!

Help us improve the post-Aliyah experience for Olim and make a difference. 
Please fill out the survey online if you are: 

Between the ages of 20 and 60 and made Aliyah to Jerusalem in the last 10 years

Enter your email for the raffle to win an Apple iPad or a dinner for two
                                  https://forms.gle/SkY8PGAK2FmfNB6R9

This survey is being 
conducted by the 
Jerusalem Institute of 
Policy Research & the 
Jerusalem Olim Center

OU ISRAEL CENTER      l      02-5609110      l      WWW.OUISRAEL.ORG

TRIBUTE EVENING
Commemorating the Yahrtzeit of the Lubavitcher Rebbe, 

Rabbi Menachem Mendel Schneerson zt’l

Join Rabbi Avraham Hendel from Chabad of Baka 
as he recounts stories about the Rebbe, shows video clips, 

and shares some niggunim.
zoom link -  https://zoom.us/j/89211496116

LIKE US ON 
FACEBOOK

WATCH US ON 
YOU TUBE

Thursday, June 25, 8:00PM
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MOTHER-DAUGHTER 
MOVIE “NIGHT OUT”   
SPECIAL FOR THE THREE WEEKS: 

FOCUS ON AHAVAT CHINAM 

Women Reaching Higher

Girls aged 10-16 and their mothers are invited to 
watch the movie “Mali” about how a girl with ASD 

is gradually accepted by her peers.                                                                    

With a discussion about accepting differences, 
facilitated by psychologist 

DR. SARAH LEVY  
https://zoom.us/j/89049875401

SUNDAY, JULY 12, 7:30PM

LIKE US ON 
FACEBOOK

WATCH US ON 
YOU TUBE

Women Reaching Higher

Thursday, July 2, 8:00 PM

How to Make Shabbos in an Hour!

OU ISRAEL CENTER     l     WWW.OUISRAEL.ORG     l     02-5609100

From vegetable soup to yapchik, 
join us virtually as five special women 
present their easiest, quickest, 
and most delicious recipes, alongside 
words of Torah and inspiration.  
https://zoom.us/j/84944914375
Go to www.ouisrael.org/
shabboscooking to sign up and receive a 
list of ingredients

LIKE US ON 
FACEBOOK

WATCH US ON 
YOU TUBE
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The OU Israel VIRTUAL Center-Online and  Digital Shiurim

SUN, JUNE 28 MON, JUNE 29 TUES, JUNE 30 WED, JULY 1 THURS, JULY 2

10:15 AM
Rabbi Baruch Taub
Parshat HaShavua
https://zoom.
us/j/615813416

11:30 AM
Rabbi Shai Finkelstein
Unlocking the 
Messages of Chazal
https://zoom.
us/j/488542635

2:00 PM 
Rabbi Jeffrey Bienenfeld
Men’s Gemara Chabura
https://zoom.
us/j/887981820 

8:00 PM
Rabbi Ari Kahn
Parshat HaShavua
https://zoom.
us/j/2624570009

9:00 AM
Rabbi David Walk
Tehillim – Divine Poetry
https://zoom.
us/j/92253147141

10:15 AM
Rabbi Aharon Adler
https://zoom.
us/j/403831319

11:30 AM
Rabbi Yitzchak 
Breitowitz
Mishlei: Wisdom for Life 
(L’Ayla)
https://us02web.zoom.
us/j/82280847618

2:00 PM 
Rabbi Jeffrey 
Bienenfeld
Men’s Gemara Chabura
https://zoom.
us/j/887981820

9:15 AM
Mrs. Pearl Borow
Sefer Daniel (L’Ayla)
https://zoom.
us/j/144986284

10:30 AM
Rabbi Aaron 
Goldscheider
Chasidut on the Parsha
https://zoom.
us/j/700303855 

11:45 AM
Rabbi Shmuel Herschler
Ethics, Family and Society 
in the writings of 
Rav Hirsch, Rav Kook 
and Rav Soloveitchik
https://zoom.
us/j/81925157325

7:00 PM
Rabbi Baruch Taub 
Parshat HaShavua
https://zoom.
us/j/888974573

9:00 PM
Rabbi Sam Shor
Penimiut HaTorah- 
Inspiration from the Masters 
of Jewish Thought
facebook.com/OUIsrael

9:00 AM
Rabbi Yitzchak 
Breitowitz
Minchat  Chinuch
https://zoom.
us/j/89983298537

9:15 AM
Mrs. Shira Smiles
Torah Tapestries (L’Ayla)
https://zoom.
us/j/98629920642  

10:30 AM
Rabbi Shmuel Goldin
Parshat HaShavua
https://zoom.
us/j/195174554

2:00 PM 
Rabbi Jeffrey 
Bienenfeld
Men’s Gemara Chabura
https://zoom.
us/j/887981820  

5:00 PM
Mrs. Sylvie Schatz
The 13 Attributes: 
From Moshe to Micha
https://us02web.zoom.
us/j/85177782268

9:00 AM
Rabbi Shimshon Nadel
Halacha and Medina
https://zoom.
us/j/6878683646

10:15 AM
Rabbi Anthony 
Manning
Contemporary Issues 
in Halacha and Hashkafa
https://zoom.
us/j/460662359

11:30 AM
Rabbi Alan Kimche
Great Jewish Thinkers
https://zoom.
us/j/772450422

7:00 PM
Rabbi Baruch Taub
Halacha
https://zoom.
us/j/709706986

8:30 PM
Rabbi Ezra Friedman
Practical Kashrut
https://zoom.
us/j/698124792 

Archived recordings of shiurim: https://www.ouisrael.org/video-library/

MISSED A CLASS?
 You can watch the 
recording at 
www.ouisrael.org/video-
library

LIKE US ON 
FACEBOOK

WATCH US ON 
YOU TUBE

SPECIAL EVENT
8:00 PM
How to Make Shabbos in 
an Hour (L’Ayla)
A cooking demo spiced 
with words of Torah
https://zoom.
us/j/84944914375
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The OU Israel VIRTUAL Center-Online and  Digital Shiurim

SUN, JUNE 28 MON, JUNE 29 TUES, JUNE 30 WED, JULY 1 THURS, JULY 2
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11:30 AM
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Unlocking the 
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Tehillim – Divine Poetry
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10:15 AM
Rabbi Aharon Adler
https://zoom.
us/j/403831319

11:30 AM
Rabbi Yitzchak 
Breitowitz
Mishlei: Wisdom for Life 
(L’Ayla)
https://us02web.zoom.
us/j/82280847618

2:00 PM 
Rabbi Jeffrey 
Bienenfeld
Men’s Gemara Chabura
https://zoom.
us/j/887981820

9:15 AM
Mrs. Pearl Borow
Sefer Daniel (L’Ayla)
https://zoom.
us/j/144986284

10:30 AM
Rabbi Aaron 
Goldscheider
Chasidut on the Parsha
https://zoom.
us/j/700303855 

11:45 AM
Rabbi Shmuel Herschler
Ethics, Family and Society 
in the writings of 
Rav Hirsch, Rav Kook 
and Rav Soloveitchik
https://zoom.
us/j/81925157325

7:00 PM
Rabbi Baruch Taub 
Parshat HaShavua
https://zoom.
us/j/888974573

9:00 PM
Rabbi Sam Shor
Penimiut HaTorah- 
Inspiration from the Masters 
of Jewish Thought
facebook.com/OUIsrael

9:00 AM
Rabbi Yitzchak 
Breitowitz
Minchat  Chinuch
https://zoom.
us/j/89983298537

9:15 AM
Mrs. Shira Smiles
Torah Tapestries (L’Ayla)
https://zoom.
us/j/98629920642  

10:30 AM
Rabbi Shmuel Goldin
Parshat HaShavua
https://zoom.
us/j/195174554

2:00 PM 
Rabbi Jeffrey 
Bienenfeld
Men’s Gemara Chabura
https://zoom.
us/j/887981820  

5:00 PM
Mrs. Sylvie Schatz
The 13 Attributes: 
From Moshe to Micha
https://us02web.zoom.
us/j/85177782268

9:00 AM
Rabbi Shimshon Nadel
Halacha and Medina
https://zoom.
us/j/6878683646

10:15 AM
Rabbi Anthony 
Manning
Contemporary Issues 
in Halacha and Hashkafa
https://zoom.
us/j/460662359

11:30 AM
Rabbi Alan Kimche
Great Jewish Thinkers
https://zoom.
us/j/772450422

7:00 PM
Rabbi Baruch Taub
Halacha
https://zoom.
us/j/709706986

8:30 PM
Rabbi Ezra Friedman
Practical Kashrut
https://zoom.
us/j/698124792 

Archived recordings of shiurim: https://www.ouisrael.org/video-library/

MISSED A CLASS?
 You can watch the 
recording at 
www.ouisrael.org/video-
library

LIKE US ON 
FACEBOOK

WATCH US ON 
YOU TUBE

SPECIAL EVENT
8:00 PM
How to Make Shabbos in 
an Hour (L’Ayla)
A cooking demo spiced 
with words of Torah
https://zoom.
us/j/84944914375
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Fish and Meat 
on the Same 
Table

The Shulchan Aruch (YD 116:2) 
based on Gemara Pesachim (66b) 
prohibits eating fish and meat 

mixed or cooked together. This article will 
examine the question of having fish and 
meat on the same table during a meal. 

As mentioned in previous articles, our 
Sages decreed that meat and milk must 
not be placed on the same dining table 
without a hekeir (visual reminder). The 
Ran and Ramban explain that since meat 
and milk are each permissible for separate 
consumption, our Sages were concerned 
about them being mixed together.

As both fish and meat are permitted on 
their own, it would seem that the same 
ruling would apply to fish and meat. 

Some halachic authorities rule that 
a hekeir must be present when fish 
and meat are being eaten at the same 
table (Darchei Teshuva 116:13). Other 
authorities say that even when an 
individual is eating fish by himself, it is 
prohibited for him to have meat on the 
table or vice versa (Kaf Hachaim 116:6). 

However, this is not the accepted 
ruling (Shevet Halevi 6:111, Ohel Yaakov 
116 note 44). Later authorities dismiss 
this comparison between meat-milk 
and meat-fish (See Yabia Omer YD 6:9). 
Even though there is room to logically 
apply the decree as relevant, the 
reasoning here is different. The basis 
for not mixing meat and fish is because 
of danger (health risk); our Sages had 
a tradition that such a mixture might 
cause tzaraat or other diseases. (Today 
certain halachic authorities maintain 
that there is no danger in mixing the two. 
However, we still uphold the separation 
of fish and meat today, as the custom 
was universally accepted, and there is 
no basis to abolish it, see Chatam Sofer 
101.) Our Sages therefore, did not apply 
the decree regarding fish and meat on 
the same table, since the danger itself 
would be a deterrent not to mix the two. 
Even for those who aren’t concerned 
by the health risk, there is no need to 
be stringent as fish and meat were not 
included in the decree.

Fish and meat should ideally 
be served on separate tables

In short, there is no problem having 
meat and fish at the same table during a 
meal as long as one is careful to adhere 

OU KASHRUT
PAGE BY RABBI EZRA FRIEDMAN

Director, The Gustave & Carol Jacobs Center 
for Kashrut Education
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The OU Israel Gustave & Carol Jacobs Center for Kashrut Education was created to raise awareness 
and educate the public in all areas of Kashrut in Israel. Rabbi Ezra Friedman, a Rabbinic Field 
Representative for the OU is the Center's director.

to the halachot of not mixing the two. 
This question can arise at any Shabbat 
table where fish is served before meat. 
Sometimes the fish is left on the table for 
some to continue eating it, while others 
have already started the main (meat) 
course. 

Although the accepted custom permits 
having meat and fish on the table during 
a meal, there are certain situations where 
added precautions should be taken. At 
large kiddushim, where both fish and 
meat are served buffet style, care should 

be taken that they do not get mixed 
together. To prevent this, fish and meat 
should ideally be served on separate 
tables or served one after the other. 
Alternatively, making an announcement 
before the kiddush should help make 
people aware. 

 Kashrut Questions in Israel? 
Call or Whatsapp Rabbi Friedman at 

050-200-4432

Don’t wait 
for the next

Chamsin
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BY RABBI SAM SHOR
Program Director, OU Israel Center

SIMCHAT SHMUEL 

One of the great unsung heroes 
of Religious Zionism was Rabbi 
Yeshayahu Shapira, zy’a, known 

lovingly as Rav Shayala, the Admor 
HaChalutz- the Pioneer Rabbi.

Rabbi Shapira was a Chassidic leader, 
a devoted Zionist and a leader of the 
Religious Zionist Labor Movement. He was 
born in Poland, the son of Rabbi Elimelech 
Shapira, the Rebbe of Grodzisk zy’a and 
Chana Bracha (the daughter of the Rebbe 
of Hanchin). His brother was the Aish 
Kodesh, Rav Kalonymus Kalmish Shapira 
zy’a, hy’d of Piaseczna, the Rebbe of the 
Warsaw Ghetto, who was murdered by the 
Nazis in 1943.

In 1914, Rabbi Shapira secretly visited 
the Land of Israel and became deeply 
influenced by HaRav Kook zy’a, becoming 
both an ardent supporter of Rav Kook, as 
well as taking it upon himself to gather 
together many of Rav Kook’s diverse and 
beautiful writings about the sanctity of 
Eretz Yisrael, which were published as the 
short work Eretz Chefetz.

When Rav Shapira returned to Poland, 
he convinced many others to make aliya 
to Israel, which caused strong opposition 
among fellow rabbis and within the 
Chassidic communities. 

He was among the founders of the 

Mizrachi Movement in Poland. In 1920, 
he returned to Israel, this time as an oleh, 
and was one of the founders of the Hapoel 
HaMizrachi Movement and even headed 
the movement for several years. Shortly 
after his arrival, he wrote to his saintly 
brother that he was involved in physically 
building infrastructure for the Yishuv in 
Eretz Yisrael, and that he was prepared 
to do anything necessary, even to become 
a garbage collector to be able to stay in 
Israel. 

There are many iconic stories and 
photographs which illustrate that this 
Chassidic leader removed his traditional 
rabbinic garb, and traveled from 
community to community looking more 
like a cowboy, riding on horseback, 
and offering chizuk and inspiration 
to the many dedicated pioneers, who 
were living through incredibly difficult 
circumstances.

In a beautiful account of Rabbi Shapira’s 
visit to one small community near Tzfat 
(as told to Rav Moshe Zvi Nerya zt’l), we 
gain a glimpse of how important a figure 
the Rebbe was to the entire enterprise of 
strengthening those engaged in building 
the towns and communities across the 
Land. 

“With each visit to each community, Rabbi 
Shapira helped each of the hard working 
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and emotionally exhausted pioneers to 
recall just how important our sacred efforts 
were, giving us each an emotional boost, 
and a glimpse of the bigger picture of Jewish 
destiny unfolding before our very eyes. I 
will never forget the first time the Rebbe 
appeared before us, looking like a seasoned 
ranch-hand, on horseback, and teaching us 
the nigun that would help us to carry on:”

“He’Avar Ayin, Ve’he’Atid, Adayin, 
VeHaHoveh K’Heref Ayin, Im Kein, 
Daagah Minayin?” 

The past is no longer, the future is yet 
to happen,and the present will pass in 
the blink of an eye, if so, than what is 
there to worry about?

During those difficult years leading up 
to the establishment of Medinat Yisrael, 

Aches and Pains?
Recurring colds?
Out of  breath a lot?
Do you want to rejuvenate 
your skin?
Do you want to eat healthier?

Still want to stay local?

VITALITY BY RACHEL OFFERS:

• In-Home or Online Personal Training
• Acupuncture, Facial Acupuncture
• Message Therapy
• Far-Infrared Heat Therapy
• Chinese Nutrition Therapy

Call Rachel at 054-787-2151
Mention this ad and get 10% off!

the Admor HaChalutz zt’l, provided 
encouragement and hope amidst the 
backdrop of instability and concern. 
Perhaps the Rebbe’s words can offer each 
of us chizuk and hope as we continue to 
navigate the challenges and uncertainty 
of the past few months. Yehi Ratzon, that 
each of us may indeed be able to heed the 
Rebbe’s words, to begin to leave behind the 
pain and challenges of the immediate past, 
to realize that our current circumstances 
will indeed pass in the blink of an eye, and 
that there is B’Ezrat Hashem, much to look 
forward to in the days, months and years 
ahead.

“He’Avar Ayin, Ve’he’Atid, Adayin, 
VeHaHoveh K’Heref Ayin, Im Kein, 
Daagah Minayin?” 
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Editor, Torah TidbitsRABBI AARON
GOLDSCHEIDER

Dynamic 
Connectivity

Much debate surrounds the 
issue of Moshe’s sin at Mei 
Meriva. Rebbe Levi Yitzchak 

of Berditchev zt”l discovered a new 
explanation which combines two existing 
ones. The beloved Berditchever suggested 
that the variant explanations of Rashi 
and Ramban are actually one. Based on 
his premise he advances a profound idea 
hidden in this dramatic episode.

Rashi says that the sin was that Moshe 
hit the rock. He was never meant to use 
his staff, he should have only spoken to 
the rock. Ramban, quoting the opinion 
of the Rambam, says the sin was that he 
addressed the people of Israel using a 
scornful term; he called them ‘rebels’. 
Although these explanations seem quite 
different, the Rebbe of Berditchev explains 
that there is really no dispute between 
them - just that each is starting from a 
different point of reference. 

The Rebbe writes that there are two 
ways in which we can reprimand our 
fellow man. One approach is to take a 
positive approach; exalting the people 
by reminding them of their illustrious 

lineage, their ability to come closer to the 
Divine. “He tells the other how great he 
is, and speaks of the place from which his 
soul was hewn - for actually the souls of 
Israel are hewn out from a place above the 
Throne of Glory,” (Kedushat Levi, Chukat p. 
225). 

The other style of offering rebuke 
spotlights the person’s fault and makes 
clear to the sinner the dreadful effects of 
their transgressions. “There are those who 
admonish Israel with severe words, using 
phrases calculated to shame them into 
doing God’s will. There is a great difference 
between these two groups.” (Ibid)

With this backdrop in mind, Rebbe Levi 
Yitzchak explained Moshe Rabbeinu’s 
flawed expression. He failed to rebuke his 
flock in a way that would have uplifted 
them. This is the contention of the Rambam 
(cited by the Ramban) that Moshe used an 
abrasive language and tone.

The Rebbe now offered a profound 
insight: What would have happened 
if Moshe had offered his words in an 
uplifting way that would have empowered 
the nation of Israel? Had Moshe spoken 
positively and uplifted the nation, all of 
nature would have been elevated. When 
the Jew follows the will of God, nature 
itself is responsive to the conduct of the 
nation of Israel. Therefore, it would have 
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been sufficient for Moshe to only to speak 
to the rock and water would have flown 
freely. 

In other words, when Klal Yisrael is on 
a high level, the whole world, so to speak, 
takes pride in its job. The world provides 
the people of Israel with their needs. 
Apparently, this notion is alluded to in 
the very first word in the Torah. Rashi 
explains that the word Be’reshit suggests 
the following: The BET of Bereshit should 
be read as “for” the beginning, not “in” 
the beginning.  Reishit, means first, which 
is a reference to Israel. The opening word 
of the Torah should be understood to say: 
“For Israel, God created the heavens and 
the earth.

Creation - which Moshe’s rock was a 
part of - did not respond properly because 
of the people’s spiritual deficiency. 
Therefore Moshe had to hit it in order to 
get it to respond. When Klal Yisrael does 
not perform as it should, it takes an extra 
measure to get nature to do its task - even 
force to have to respond properly. That is 
why Moshe had to strike the rock to make 
it responsive and provide for the nation.

A striking example of this notion appears 
in parshat Kedoshim. The pasuk describes 
what will result if there is prostituion in the 
land. “Profane not thy daughter to make 
her into a prostitute, lest the land fall into 
prostitution, and the land become full of 
lewdness.”  Rashi reads the verse literally - 
the land itself, the soil, will prostitute itself 
as a result of your actions. The soil will be 
unresponsive and need to find other lands 
to provide its vegetables and fruit, “If you 
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do so the land will prostitute its fruit, to 
produce them elsewhere, but not in your 
land…” (Rashi Vayikra 19:29).

Along these same lines the great teacher 
of the Torah, Nechama Leibowitz, a”h, 
highlights the link between the Hebrew 
nouns for man and soil, adam and adamah 
respectively. Evidently, man is closely 
linked to the soil by the very act of the 
Divine creation (‘Studies in Vayikra’, 
Nechama Leibowitz p. 202)

Moshe failed during the episode of 
Mei Meriva to impart to the people the 
lofty lesson of man’s connectivity with 
the natural world. In this context, Rebbe 
Levi Yitzchak also focuses upon the word 
le’eineihem (20:8), ‘before their eyes.’ Who 
does this refer to? The Rebbe answered 
that it refers not only to those known 
as ‘the eyes of the people’, the leaders 
and teachers, but to the entire nation. It 
was meant to be a moment of profound 
enlightenment for all. Hashem wanted 
every Jew to grasp a transcendent idea 
that there exists a confluence between the 
nation and nature. Nature is responsive to 
our actions and conduct. 

Sadly, this lesson never materialized 
since Moshe spoke harshly, he was 
then compelled to strike the rock. The 
perception that Hashem sought for them 
was unfortunately undermined. 

Rabbi Abraham Isaac Kook zt”l (1865-
1945) explained in his commentary on the 
Siddur, (Olat Re’iya Vol. 1) that the blessing 
about the rooster that we say each morn-
ing is really a blessing about the intercon-
nection between the natural environment 

and the human being. The rooster crows 
at dawn, waking the individual from his 
sleep, to engage in his workday. The first 
manifestation of that connectivity is being 
woken for the day’s work and for the ser-
vice of God. But how are we woken up? By 
an animal, by a rooster. The rooster crows, 
we might say, in order to wake us and that 
is just the tip of the iceberg of the incred-
ible and vast interaction between the hu-
man and the environment. In the words 
of Rabbi Kook, “In truth there is one spirit 
of life that unites all that is in this world 
and an inherent unity that links every-
thing together; both in obvious and hidden 
ways.” This is a profound notion. “When a 
person elevates himself, is productive with 
his days, fulfilling his higher task, then all 
of time and creation are elevated through 
him.”

As a young man Rabbi Yitzchak Hutner 
(1906-1988), who would later become 
the famed Rosh Yeshiva of Yeshiva Rabbi 
Chaim Berlin in New York, traveled to 
Palestine. He became a devoted student of 
Rabbi Abraham Isaac Kook zt”l. One clearly 
detects echoes of Rabbi Kook’s thought in 
his student’s writings. For example, when 
analyzing experiencing the joy (oneg) of 
Shabbat, Rabbi Hutner makes a point of 
the unity which is found in all of existence.

Rabbi Hutner taught (Pachad Yitzchak, 
Shabbat, 5) that as six days of creation 
were completed the Torah says, “And 
Elokim saw et kol (all) that He had made 
and behold it was very good.” Kol does not 
refer to all the many things He had created, 
but is rather the language of completion, 
klila. Elokim saw how the entire creation 
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fit together in one seamless whole, and 
that was the tov meod.

Thus, in the blessing Yotzer Or during 
the week, we say, ma rabu ma’asecha - how 
manifold are Your works,” but on Shabbat, 
we say ma gadlu ma’asecha - how great 
are Your works.” “Manifold” refers to the 
multitude of infinite detail, which appear 
as disparate from one another; “great’’ 
refers to the way in which all those details 
fit together in one perfect tapestry.

On Shabbat, when we see the world 
from a more elevated and spiritual 
perspective we contemplate the world as if 
it were complete. Rabbi Hutner quotes an 
ancient teaching from Rav Hai Gaon (939-
1038) who instructs us to view ourselves 

on Shabbat like someone who has finished 
all the work of building a beautiful 
house, just as the world was complete in 
Hashem’s eyes. The act of completing a 
home and having a place to dwell not 
only brings one safety and satisfaction, 
but rather, something much deeper. This 
Rabbi Hutner calls, harchavat hada’at : 
feeling a sense of  serenity and wholeness; 
rootedness and tranquility of the mind.

Viewing the world through this lens 
injects in us feelings of belonging; we sense 
that we are a part of something greater.  In 
this vast and seemingly disparate world 
in which we live, in actual fact, we are 
inextricably linked together. Indeed, one 
can easily feel a sense of despair when we 
interact with a world that often appears 
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fragmented and broken, however, this 
truth, knowing that an underlying unity is 
present and can therefore be actualized, is 
uplifting; it fortifies us with strength and 
hope.

Three predominant lessons emerge 
from Rebbe Levi Yitzchak’s erudite insight 
into the Mei Meriva incident. 

The first lesson, very simply, enjoins us 
when offering criticism or rebuke that it 
be said softly and gently. This was the way 
of Rebbe Levi Yitzchak. His love for his fel-
low Jew was boundless. Countless stories 
celebrate the sensitivity he showed even to 
those who blatantly transgressed the law. 

One example: When Rebbe Levi Yitzchak 
was once walking home from Shul on 
Tisha Be’Av afternoon, he encountered a 
water carrier who was busy eating while 
filling his pail. He approached him, and 
said, “Surely you have forgotten that 
today is a fast day.” The water carrier 
said that he had not forgotten. Then the 
Rebbe reminded him that this was not an 
ordinary fast day but a most important 
one. The water carrier again reassured the 
Rebbe that he was well aware of the date 
and its significance. Finally, the Rebbe said, 
“ You must have felt faint, otherwise I am 
sure that you would not have broken your 
fast.” The water carrier assured the Rebbe 
that he had not felt faint at all. Thereupon, 
Rebbe Levi Yitzchak raised his hands to 
the direction of heaven and called out: 
“Dear God, see what a truth-loving nation 
You have. Even when they commit a sin, 
they do not deny it or lie about it!” (‘Torah 
Commentary Kedushat Levi”, Eliyahu 

Munk Vol. 3, p.855)

A second lesson. Our words and actions, 
even our mere thoughts, have mighty 
reverberations. The eminent founder 
of the Mussar movement, Rabbi Yisrael 
Salanter (1810-1883) was known to say, “If 
a Jew if Lithuania is lax in learning, a Jew 
in Paris will forsake his religion.” He was 
highlighting the effect every act has on 
others - even those on the other side of the 
globe. Our thoughts, words, and actions 
do not remain within a vacuum - they not 
only affect others in our orbit, but even 
resound throughout our ecosystem and 
the environment.

A third lesson relates to the particular 
and powerful role that Am Yisrael has 
in impacting our surroundings. In the 
words of Rabbi Kook:  “Am Yisrael, the one 
nation in the land, cannot bear division. 
She feels the separation of physicality and 
spirituality as a deep, strong pain, and she 
strives to find a way to return to unity” 
(Ma’amrei HaRiyah, p.234). 

This notion can be viewed from a mystical 
perspective; but should also be grasped 
pragmatically. Being the beneficiaries of 
the eternal wisdom of the Torah, the nation 
of Israel  has been bestowed with the tools 
needed to be the healers of the world. We 
must lead in fashioning and impacting our 
own communities, and well beyond, so 
that the Divine presence can dwell among 
us all. God has given us tremendous power 
and responsibility. We have the ability to 
create and to unify. Our thoughts, words 
and actions remarkably resound in ways 
that are incalculable. 
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ttRIDDLES solutions to phil@ouisrael.org
Last week, a column with TTriddles solutions
and a discussion of the 28 28s quiz, was inadver-
tantly omitted. You can find it on the "Last
week's TTTT" link. As far as this week - FPTL
TTriddle is a double, meaning the answer is the
issue number and the phrase that gets you there
is from the sedra. The ParshaPix has two Unex-
plaineds. Send any or all solutions for mention.
The 28 28s puzzle is active for one more week.
Solutions and report IYH next week. There is a
link at ttidbits.com

A CHOK is not...
a mitzva that we cannot understand at
all. It is a mitzva with components
(details) that we don't understand - and
probably cannot. We keep CHUKIM
because we are commanded to. Not
because they are instinctive and not
because they make complete sense.
Actually, we do all mitzvot because we
are commanded to - and understanding
them is a fringe benefit.

With that said, let's look at Rashi on the
opening parsha of Para Aduma. After
the familiar flow of Rashi's comments
on some words and phrases, we
atypically find another set of Rashi
comments on the same parsha. The first
set of Rashis, he describes of explana-
tion and halachot.

He introduces his second set of
comments as being based (or copied)
from the Midrash attributed to Rabi
Moshe HaDarshan. The premise is that
Para Aduma is an atonement for the sin

of the golden calf. He presents an
analogy to a maid in the king's palace
whose son soiled the palace. The maid is
commanded to clean up her son's mess.
Words and phrases throughout the
portion of Para Aduma are matched up
point by point to the details of Cheit
HaEigel. See Rashi for details.

Good job of linking Para Aduma with the
Golden Calf as atonement for it. Except
for one big thing. The Para is specifically
not a sacrifice, which would fit the idea
of it's atoning for the Sin. But, Para
Aduma is to purify the defiled from
contact with a corpse. Becoming Tamei
is not a sin. It is often a mitzva, and a
very high one, at that.

So why is Para Aduma considered an
atonement for the sin of the calf?
Part of the answer is the answer to a
different question. Why is a dead body
AVI AVOT HATUM'A, the father of all
impurity? As the housing of the soul
during a person's lifetime, the body
should simply be returned to the dust
from which it came. Why does contact
or even being under the same roof
render a person TAMEI?
A person is supposed to use his body to
the benefit of his soul. This is done by
living a good, honest life, Keeping
mitzvot, studying Torah, doing Chesed.
If that's what a person does, his body
would probably revert to a pareve state
when the soul departs. But it is sin that
is the failure of the body to do its job
during life. Therefore, the body of a
sinner is the major source of TUM'A and
Para Aduma not only purifies the one
who came in contact with it, it is also
the Atonement for the first major sin of
Bnei Yisrael, and representative of all
sins.
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The issue of the Red Heifer is 
most intriguing. This mitzvah, 
associated with the purification of 

those who have become contaminated 
(from a corpse), seems to raise more 
questions than answers. Not surprisingly, 
the Para Aduma has been singled out as 
the mitzvah par excellence of the statute 
or “Chok” for which no reason has been 
stated.

In contrast to Mishpatim, civil laws, the 
rationale of which the human intellect 
can fathom, the mitzvah of the Parah 
Aduma eludes any understanding.

The ashes of the cow purify people, 
yet those who engage in its preparation 
are themselves contaminated! The 
slaughtering does not take place on 
the grounds of the Beit Hamikdash but 
in an open area “outside the camp.” 
Consequently, the Torah’s detractors 
exclaim that the ritual was meant 

to appease the demons in the field 
(Ramban).

The mitzva is paradoxical. It raises 
questions about apparent contradictions 
in our rituals. For instance, the Torah 
forbids the drinking of blood. Yet infants 
take the milk of their mothers, milk 
transformed from their blood (cf. Niddah 
9a). 

Our rabbis teach that one should not 
ask questions concerning this “Chok.” 
However, we wonder why Hashem gave 
us intellectual powers that we should not 
then actualize. After all, Sefer Hachinuch 
is replete with reasons underlying the 
mitzvot. 

Rabbi Munk, referring to the Rambam, 
explains: All the laws and statutes of the 
Torah are the product of Hashem’s will 
and “intelligence.” The limitations that 
we have in understanding them indicate 
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inadequacies on the part of the student 
and not the Teacher. Put another way, 
Hashem is infinite; we are finite: Just as 
physical existence is limited, so is our 
ability to comprehend. 

Referring thus to the Red Heifer, the 
Talmud sharpens this point: “Said R’ 
Yochanan to his students – ‘It is not the 
corpse that causes contamination or the 
ashes of the cow that causes purity. These 
laws are decrees of God – and man has 
no right to question them…Our failure 
to understand the truth does not make it 
untrue.’” 

Shabbat Shalom!
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Removing 
Hair from a 
Necklace 

Question: Is it permitted to remove 
loose hair on Shabbat, which usually 
includes ripping it, that has gotten stuck 
in a necklace?   

Answer: There are three potential 
Shabbat prohibitions that need to be 
addressed: borer (selecting), muktzeh, and 
koreiah (ripping).

 We have discussed in the past (see 
Living the Halachic Process, vol. IV, C-5) 
a similar case – removing detached hair 
from one’s head of hair. We concluded, 
based on very strong indications but 
without an outright proof, that this action 
does not violate borer or muktzeh. We will 
summarize the main indications.

It is forbidden to comb one’s hair in a 
manner that it is certain (p’sik reishei) 
that hair will be uprooted from the scalp 
(gozez- shearing), and it is permitted 
if done in a way that this is not certain 
(Shulchan Aruch, OC 303:27). The poskim 
do not seem concerned with the prospect 
of removing the unwanted loose hairs 
from the attached hair (potentially, 

FROM THE VIRTUAL DESK OF THE

OU VEBBE REBBE
RAV DANIEL MANN

borer). The Shulchan Aruch (OC 316:9) 
permits removing insects and lice from 
clothing, and the Rama (OC 302:1) permits 
removing feathers; again, this is not 
viewed as borer. It is difficult to delineate 
which “combinations”  are subject to 
borer and which are not, but it is quite 
clear by comparison that removing hairs 
wrapped around a necklace is not borer. 

Regarding muktzeh, since a detached 
hair is useless, it is muktzeh machamat 
gufo. If one removes it with a utensil, 
then it would be permitted because it is 
indirect movement (tiltul min hatzad) 
for the purpose of a permitted item, i.e., 
the necklace (Shulchan Aruch, OC 311:8). 
Actually it is permitted to handle directly, 
as we pointed out that it is permitted to 
directly touch useless things in removing 
them from desired utensils, e.g., when 
cleaning dishes. The Chazon Ish (OC 47:15) 
explains that in such cases, the impurities 
being removed are considered subsumed 
under the non-muktzeh items. While 
some disagree, the consensus follows 
the Chazon Ish (see Shemirat Shabbat 
K’hilchata 14:(149); Orchot Shabbat 



OU ISRAEL CENTER         55

The Orthodox Union - via its website - fields questions of all types in areas of kashrut, 
Jewish law and values. Some of them are answered by Eretz Hemdah, the Institute for 
Advanced Jewish Studies, Jerusalem, headed by Rav Yosef Carmel and Rav Moshe 
Ehrenreich, founded by HaRav Shaul Yisraeli zt”l, to prepare rabbanim and dayanim to 
serve the National Religious community in Israel and abroad. Ask the Rabbi is a joint 
venture of the OU, Yerushalayim Network, Eretz Hemdah... and OU Israel’s Torah Tidbits. 

19:207). One might claim that if the hair 
protrudes from the necklace, it is separate 
and muktzeh, but this is likely incorrect, 
as comparison to feathers indicates.

Now we relate to ripping the hair to 
remove it. One might actually prefer to 
keep it intact to remove the hair in one 
shot, making ripping, even if forbidden, 
an example of davar she’eino mitkaven, 
an unintentional forbidden consequence 
of one’s actions, which is permitted 
(Shulchan Aruch, Orach Chayim 337:1). If 
removal without ripping is impossible, we 
would have to deal with the laws of p’sik 
reishei (the forbidden result will definitely 
occur), which is usually forbidden (ibid.). 
On the other hand, there are cases (lo 
nicha lei, d’rabbanan) where some permit 
even p’sik reishei (see Yabia Omer III, OC 
20).

However, this discussion is unnecessary 
because it is actually permitted to cut 
a hair in the setting of our discussion. 
Cutting detached hair is not gozez. If one 
cuts a loose strand of hair to a purposeful 
size this would be a violation of mechatech 

(see Mishna Berura 340:41). (See Be’ur 
Halacha to OC 340:13 regarding when 
there would be a prohibition of koreia al 
m’nat l’taken and when there would be 
metaken mana). However, when one cuts 
a flimsy object because it is in the way 
and the ripped object will not be reused, 
it is permitted (Shulchan Aruch, OC 314:8 
and Be’ur Halacha ad loc.). Admittedly, 
poskim rule that not only may one not 
undo a knot, but he may not cut the knot 
cord at any point (Mishna Berura 317:23). 
But as hopelessly tangled as a hair might 
become, that does not automatically make 
it a halachic knot, and even if it fits the 
description, it can still be undone or cut 
when the knot was formed accidentally 
(ibid.).

In summary, if one feels the need 
to remove hair(s) from her necklace 
specifically on Shabbat, it would be 
permitted to do so by pulling off, ripping 
off, or cutting the hairs. Once removed, 
the hair scraps would be muktzeh. 

 Having a dispute? 
For a Din Torah in English or 

Hebrew contact ‘Eretz Hemdah 
- Gazit’ Rabbinical Court: 077-
215-8-215 • fax: (02) 537-9626 

beitdin@eretzhemdah.org  
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 Machon Puah for Fertility and
Gynecology in Accordance with Halacha RABBI GIDEON

WEITZMAN

Definite or 
Possible 
Danger

Last week we saw that Rabbi 
Moshe Feinstein permitted a 
critically ill person to undergo 

a medical treatment that may have 
fatal consequences. Without treatment 
the patient will definitely die, and the 
treatment may save their life. This is based 
on the Gemara (Avodah Zara 27b) that 
permits being treated by a gentile doctor 
even though there is a good chance that 
the doctor will kill him.

This is based on Rashi’s explanation 
of the Gemara. In Rashi’s version, the 
gentile doctor will kill the Jewish patient. 
(I reiterate what I wrote last week that 
this was the situation in Talmudic times 
and, obviously, in most places this is not 
our modern reality.) Accordingly, we 
can deduce that even a life-threatening 
medical treatment is permitted in the case 

of a terminal and critical illness.

However, Rabbeinu Nissim (Ran), in his 
commentary on the Rif, has a slightly but 
significantly different version. Instead of 
“definitely kill him” he writes “lest he kill 
him”. Rabbeinu Nissim’s usual custom is to 
adhere to Rashi’s text, yet here he writes 
differently. Some have suggested that our 
version in Rashi is flawed and Rashi’s 
genuine text was as is recorded in the Ran 
and should read “lest he kill him”.

This different version has a practical 
halachic application. If the concern is that 
the non-Jew may kill him but may also 
heal him then it is clearly warranted to 
undergo the treatment. Since the critically 
ill patient left untreated will definitely die, 
he is allowed to seek treatment that may 
save his life, even though there is a chance 
that the treatment will have a detrimental 
effect on his health. But if the non-Jew 
will definitely kill him he is not allowed to 
undergo such treatment.

We can apply this logic to our question 
of using experimental medication. One is 
permitted to use experimental medication 

Mazal Tov 
to the Padowitz Family on the 

Bar Mitzvah of their son Ariel Pesach



OU ISRAEL CENTER         57

in the case of a serious and critical 
illness, even if there is a chance that the 
medication will make the situation worse 
rather than better. The question is do 
we consider the percentage chances of 
success? According to our version of Rashi, 
even if it is most likely that the medication 
will be ineffective and even harmful, it can 
be used. But according to the Ran’s version, 
it can only be permitted if there is a chance 
that the medication will be dangerous.
How can we assess this danger?

More on this next week. 

The Puah Institute is based in Jerusalem 
and helps couples from all over the world 
who are experiencing fertility problems. 
Offices in Jerusalem, New York, Los 
Angeles & Paris. Contact (Isr) 02-651-5050 
(US) 718-336-0603 www.puahonline.org
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Reciting 
Pirkei Avot 
on Shabbat

Thoughts gleaned from the Mishnah, 
studied as part of the global Mishnah Yomit 
program. 

(This week’s Mishnayot: Meilah 6:1 – 
Tamid 2:4)

In most Siddurim you’ll find a copy of 
Pirkei Avot – the Ethics of the Fathers 
– printed immediately after Shabbat 

Minchah. Why do the publishers print 
Pirkei Avot, and why specifically at that 
juncture in the Siddur? 

The answer lies in an ancient Ashkenazic 
custom.

Rabbi Yaakov ben Asher, the author of 
the Arba Turim, writes that, “They have 
the custom in Ashkenaz to recite Pirkei 
Avot in the afternoon, and so instructed 
Rav Amram (Gaon), and in Sephardic 
(communities) they recite them in the 
morning.” (Tur Orach Chayyim 292)

Rabbi David Avudraham in his work 
of commentary on prayer called Sefer 
Avudraham, (Spain, 14th Century), writes 

RABBI REUVEN 
SPOLTER Founder, Mishnah Project

that the custom is to recite one chapter 
of Avot each week from Pesach until 
Shavuot. According to Machzor Vitry (a 
work of ancient Ashkenazic custom), Avot 
was read from Pesach to Rosh Hashanah. 
Why read Avot during these weeks? 
Avudraham offers two answers in the 
name of R’ Yisrael ben Yisrael.

Because these are the days when we 
count towards the giving of the Torah, 
therefore we should count them like a 
lover waiting for his beloved to arrive from 
a journey, who counts the days and nights 
before his arrival, and most of the matters 
of this tractate relate to encouraging the 
reading of the Torah and performing the 
commandments.

In addition, this is the time of the harvest, 
which is ready and prepared to move the 
awakening aspect of the soul and rile it up 
towards physical desire and the seeking of 
pleasures. It is necessary to quiet [the soul] 
and improve it through the material in 
this tractate, from the admonitions of the 
prophets towards separation [from desire] 
and the subjugation and diminution of 
the life force in order to prevent it from 
seeking that which will harm it, in order 
to save it and improve the practice of those 
behaviors that will lead him on the proper 
and intelligent path.  (see Avudraham, 
Keren R’em edition, vol. 2 p. 326)
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The long, hot summer months present 
numerous opportunities to turn from 
the pleasant path of the Torah. For this 
reason, the recitation of Pirkei Avot offers 
an antidote which would counterbalance 
the temptations of summer and keep the 
faithful Jew on the proper path.

He writes that in his time 
people would stand in the 
study hall and engage in idle 
chatter

I find it interesting that communities 
emphasized the recitation of Pirkei Avot 
– similar to the recitation of Tehillim. Did 
they understand what they were reciting, 
or simply reciting by rote? Sources indicate 
that the idea was to inculcate the values of 
Pirkei Avot in the hearts of those reciting 
the Mishnah. Yet, it seems that over time, 
the effectiveness of the practice was lost on 
many people. 

Rema (on Shulchan Aruch Orach 
Chayyim 292:2) writes that “They had the 
custom not to schedule a talk between 
Minchah and Ma’ariv [on Shabbat 
afternoon], but [instead] they recited 
Pirkei Avot in the summer and [the 
fifteen chapters of Psalms which begin 
with] Shir Hama’alot in the winter.” On 
this the Mishnah Berurah (#9) notes that 
the Maharal of Prague did actually teach 
between Minchah and Ma’ariv several 
times, in contradistinction to the accepted 
custom. He writes that in his time people 
would stand in the study hall and engage 

in idle chatter…”and therefore it would 
seem in our time that there is no reason to 
prevent [having a Torah address]” rather 
than simply reciting the Pirkei Avot.

Today, very few people simply recite 
Pirkei Avot during the summer months. 
In my community one or two unique 
individuals remain and maintain a 
centuries-old custom. I personally find 
text recitation challenging. 

On the other hand, in many communities 
around the world, rather than saying 
Pirkei Avot, they study the words of the 
Sages. Many communities study “Perek in 
the Park”, or offer a weekly class before 
or after Minchah. 

Our long summer Shabbat afternoons 
offer us the perfect opportunity to follow 
the Mishnah Berurah’s advice, and rather 
than recite Pirkei Avot by rote, study their 
timeless wisdom in depth. 

Rabbi Reuven Spolter is the Founder 
of the Mishnah Project which spreads 
the study of Mishnah around the world. 
You can join the Mishnah Yomit program 
by subscribing on WhatsApp at bit.ly/
dailymishnah
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TORAH VEHA'ARETZ
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Buying a Tree 
in a Nursery 
Outside of 
Israel, part I

Question: I am a rabbi of a community 
in Manchester. One of the congregants 
bought a tree in a nursery in September 
2018, and planted it together with its clod 
of dirt. When can he eat the fruit? 

Photo: Torah VeHa’aretz Institute

Answer: The tree was planted in Elul 
5778. To simplify the answer, let’s say 
that he planted a young sapling in his 
garden (not a tree from a nursery). 
Because the sapling came in a clod of 
earth, if planted by 29 Av, an orlah year 
would be “gained” (and without the clod 
of earth, by 15 Av). Then it would be 

possible to eat the fruit that developed 
after 15 Shvat 5781.

Here the tree was planted during 
Elul, so it seems that only fruits that 
develop after 15 Shvat 5782 will be 
neta revay and permissible to eat after 
redemption.

However, there is a dispute among the 
Rishonim on the status of trees planted 
between 15 Av and 15 Shvat. According 
to Rambam, three years are counted 
from Rosh Hashana, no more. That 
is, if a tree was planted in Elul 5778, 
according to Razah (Rabbi Zerachiah 
HaLevy) the tree is no longer orlah on 15 
Shvat of 5782, while Rambam maintains 
that it is not orlah by Rosh Hashana 
5782. Shulchan Aruch (YD §294:5) cites 
Rambam’s opinion as the main opinion 
and Razah’s as secondary. Rosh notes 
that in his time no tree developed fruit 
before 15 Shvat, so there is no practical 
difference between Rambam and Razah.

Outside of Israel we can be lenient like 
the Rambam and eat fruit that began to 
develop (Chanata) after Rosh Hashana 
5782 (in Israel we’d wait until after 15 
Shvat 5782). 

Next week we’ll see if we can be even 
more lenient because the tree grew in a 
nursery. 
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www.ashleywilde.co.il

• Curtains & draperies
• Designer curtains
• Venetian & Woven wood blinds
• Blackout, Vertical, Roller, Roman & 
Pleated shades

SUMMER

VI  ES

8 Chiram st ,Jerusalem 02-5022654 |   +972-509686777 

 www.bkwigs.com |  bkwig_international  bkwigs
By appointment, according to Ministry of Health Regulations

בס״ד

BK Wigs Summer Collection
One-Day Sale
Tuesday | 30.6.20 | 9:30-16:00 | Jerusalem

Lacetop Wigs
 at Great

Prices

   Hair Extensions

Only
from NIS4,500

Short and 
Cropped Wigs

NIS5,500-9,000
Only

Summery 
Ponytail Falls

NIS7,700-9,700
Only
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RABBI EPHRAIM
SPRECHER Faculty, OU Israel Center

True 
Leadership

Israel sent messengers to Sichon, the 
King of the Amorites to let Israel pass 
through his land. (Bamidbar 21) Rashi 

points out that the Torah says that Moshe 
sent messengers to Edom, but that Israel 
sent messengers to Sichon. Even though, 
in both cases, Moshe sent the messengers 
on behalf of all the Jewish People.

As Rashi notes, this teaches us that Moshe 
and the Jewish People are essentially 
equivalent. A true Jewish leader does not 
just represent the Jewish People, but he 
is one with them in essence. The leader’s 
affairs are not divided into private and 
public life. He is a public servant to the 
very core.

The Lubavitcher Rebbe points out that 

Moshe Rebbeinu’s total identification 
with his People and his selfless devotion 
to them makes him the conduit through 
which G-d provides all the material and 
spiritual needs of the Jewish People.

Therefore, not only is Moshe one with 
the Jewish People, they are also one 
with him. As such, they can rise to his 
perspective on reality and share his divine 
consciousness and his holy life. even if 
they had not yet refined themselves 
enough to be worthy of these spiritual 
treasures on their own. 

054-845-4275 • Phone calls only, no text messages 
na0548493173@gmail.com

Unique Property for Sale  
on Rechov Ramban 
next to the Windmill

Beautiful 130 sqm garden 
apartment in a quiet building
• Huge living room  
• 4 bedrooms + 2.5 bathrooms 
• 2 balconies + 2 exits to the 
garden
• Option to split into  
two rentals
• 4,850,00 NIS

בס”ד
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Have you Ever Dreamt of 
Owning a Home in Israel?
It's Time to Make your Dreams come True!!! 

An acquisition group has been formed to pur�ase 
land and develop residential units in beautiful 
Mevo Modi'im  

• Only 30 minutes from Jerusalem

• Only 30 minutes from Tel Aviv 

• Only 5 minutes from Modiin

• Only 15 minutes from the airport    

If you are interested in pricing or any other 
information, please call Benjamin Eckman at 
050-380-1632 or email at
Bene�man.elderlaw@gmail.com 

Choice of location for ea� residential unit will be 
offered on a first-come first-serve basis. 
This is a limited-time offer. 
Registration must be completed by June 30, 2020.    

Mevo Modi'im

Comprehensive 
Telemedicine 

Services Offered

A physician that listens 

A Family Practice Physician with over 29 Years Private Practice and Adjunct 
Professor At Touro College of Osteopathic Medicine, NY

• Natural Hormone Therapy
• Pioneer in Intergrative & Functional Medicine
• Botox and Dermal Fillers (Anti-Aging) (Free Consultations)
• Pain Management Acute and Chronic Pain
• Osteopathy and Cranial Therapy 
• Dr. Sarno's Method of Healing Chronic Pain and Chronic Conditions

Visit my website: www.doctorbarbara.com 
Call for appointment: 058-742-5661//058-742-5664 
Email: drbarbaracohen@hotmail.com 
Locations: Jerusalem and Maale Adumim
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Then, They, 
the Children 
of Israel, Sang 
this Song of 
the Well

I wasn’t allowed to be in the school 
choir, because they thought that I 
was a hopeless case, that I’d never be 

able to sing on key. While other family 
members are still wondering if I’ll ever 
be able to hear the difference between 
“do”, “re” and “mi”, one of my daughters 
has taken me on as a “project”. She is 
teaching me how to play piano and was 
so proud when she got me to play the 
song “doe a deer” by ear. While I may 
never sing (for women only) in Carnegie 
Hall, I will be happy to join in singing 

zemirot without having other family 
members grimace.

Since I’ve been working on my musical 
ability, the song in this week’s portion 
caught my eye (21:17-22). It is a song 
that isn’t as well known and famous as 
the one sung after the nation crossed the 
Red Sea, but it is also a song sung by the 
whole nation. The verse describing the 
song, even starts with the same words  
“as the song they sang after the splitting 
of the sea began Az Yashir-  אז ישיר, Then 
they sang”.. 

In that regard they are similar, but they 
also have differences. Firstly at the sea, 
Moshe initiated the singing, and Israel 
joined in. Here it is Israel that began to 
sing, and Moshe isn’t even mentioned.

Another question is why exactly are 
they singing now?  Rashi actually asks 
if their song is related to the well that 
God gave them 40 years ago when they 
began their travels in the desert, why 
are they only singing a song of praise 
about it here. He brings one answer. The 
verse that directly precedes the song is 
God telling Moshe “ Gather the people, 
and I will give them water” so the song 
is connected. But it doesn’t answer the 
question, why didn’t they sing their 
praises before? Why did they wait so 
long? Forty years is a long time.

 PORTION FROM
 THE PORTION

BY RAKEL BERENBAUM
Contributor, Torah Tidbits

NACHI REALTY 054-461-3943
Reduced price! Inheart of Old Katamon. 
Ground floor no stairs. 3.5 rooms 75 meters. 
Renovated 2.39m NIS
Best Value in Rechavia! 4 rooms, 90 meters, 
4th floor with Shabbat Elevator.
Renovated, Private Land. 3.25m NIS
New building in Baka, 2-5 rooms, Spacious 
units with Mirpesot, parking, storage room 
and Shabbat Elevators. Prices start at 1.55m 
NIS
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The Oznaim L’torah has an interesting 
explanation. He brings a halacha that is 
learned from the verse in Tehilim 107 - 
“Four people must give praise, one who 
completes a boat trip,one who completes 
a dangerous land journey through the 
desert, one who recovers from a major 
illness, and one who is released from 
captivity” (Orach Chaim: 219). If we 
look closely, the praise must be sung not 
when the person is in the middle of the 
dangerous situation but when they are 
finally safe. The Children of Israel did 
not sing the Song of the Sea, when they 
were walking across on dry land and the 
sea was like walls on either side of them. 
Their situation was still precarious. 
They waited to sing till they got to the 
other side, after the waters returned 
to its original place, drowning all the 
Egyptians.

The same is the case while they were 
in the desert. It’s true God miraculously 
gave them water in the desert and 
they should be grateful for that. But 
throughout their time in the desert they 
were still in a very perilous situation 
- with all kinds of dangers hidden around 
them. The well did actually dry up and 
they had to ask for water. They couldn’t 
sing before. But now at the end of the 40 
years, they know their time of wandering 
in the desert is ending, now when they 
have water they can sing a song of praise 
to God all together. Their song expresses 
their deep feelings of thanks for their 
safety. 

Maybe one day I’ll also feel safe to sing 
– without worrying about singing off key.

GabaiRealEstate

ZAYIT B’nei Beitcha

ZAYIT Pitom Haketoret

This semi-attached house has it all (including its 
own private mikva!!).  The property is a generous 
386 sqm spread over 4 floors.  Each of the sizeable 
levels of the house is airy and well kept. 7 rooms, 4 
baths, well kept, rental unit & large outdoor space.

Gorgeous home in B’nei Beitcha,  230sqm cottage, 
more than 5 bedrooms, 4 bathrooms, move in 
condition, large yard, near Shirat David shul.

Yaniv: 052.614.1442
Yaniv@gabairealestate.com

Elia: 052.862.9208
EliaGabai@gmail.com

GabaiRealEstate.com

DEKEL Halamed Hey

DEKEL MA’ARAV NEW

ZAYIT Zeit Shemen

Private freestanding house 350 sqm, gorgeous 
views, 6 beds, 4 baths.

On Koresh – one of the most popular areas in Efrat! 
A gorgeous semi attached house over 300 sqm 
beautifully designed with breathtaking views of  
J. Hills.  Large outdoor space. Optional rental unit.

Located right above the most popular park in the 
neighborhood. Over 112sqm, 3 bdrms, 2 full baths, 
laundry room, sukah balcony, parking and storage. 
Fantastic location. ONLY NIS 1,490,000 

RIMON M. Hacarmim st.
Private free-standing house, 360 sqm on 500 sqm 
lot, huge outdoor space, bright and spacious.

LEV EFRAT Hagoel
Semi attached cottage 240 sqm private entrance, 
great outside space, 7 bedrooms! 

Efrat

ZAYIT Y. Hachashmonai st.
Attached cottage, 220 sqm, terrific front and 
backyard, excellent family home.
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 RECIPE

During these hot summer days, it’s very 
important to drink enough, but it’s not 
always easy. Since in the portion we talked 
about water, for this week’s column I 
decided to include a recipe related to 
water, that might just help everyone keep 
hydrated. Most people don’t like the taste 
of plain water, but are able to increase their 
consumption of this life-giving drink just by 
adding some flavor. I have a daughter who 
adds a bit of grape juice, another daughter 
likes lemon, and I myself am happy with 
a bit of apple juice concentrate. So below 
is a recipe for infused water, water that 
has fruits and/or herbs added to it that 
can both increase your vitamin intake as 
well as your water consumption. No one 
combination is better than the other. Use 
your imagination. The most important is 
that you or those you are serving like the 
taste of the infusion, find it refreshing and 
would want to drink more and more of it. 
And of course be sure to “sing” its praises.

INFUSED WATER

Fill a 1 liter glass jar with cold or room 
temperature water. Chose one, two or three 
of the ingredients listed below ( i.e. lemon & 
ginger or cucumber & lime, or watermelon 
& strawberries). Wash. Cut into slices 
or chunks and add to the jar. Seal and 
refrigerate. You can drink it right away, if 
you want but it will taste better if you infuse 
for about 3-4 hours in the refrigerator. If 
you like a really fruity taste you can even 

leave it overnight. It can last anywhere 
from a few days to a week in the fridge, but 
it’s a good idea to take out the citrus after 48 
hours so as not to let the peel make it bitter. 

Use your favorite, freshest fruits and 
herbs from the suggested list below:

Carrot, Cucumber, Celery, Blackberry, 
Strawberry, Watermelon, Grapefruit, 
Orange, Lemon, Lime, Apricot, Peach, 
Apple, Cinnamon stick, Rosemary, Mint, 
Ginger 

SHIUR SPONSORS
Rebbetzin Shira Smiles shiur 

Tuesday, June 9th was sponsored 
in memory of 

Rabbi Aharon Rabenstein z”l 
on his yahrzeit - he was the Rav of the 

Kippah Shul in Beer Sheva

Rebbetzin Shira Smiles shiur
Tuesday, June 23 was sponsored in memory 

of Darlene Herman’s parents 
Dorothy & Irving Herman z”l - 

דבורה בת חיים ורחל ז”ל
  and יצחק בן אליהו יחזקאל ז”ל

Rebbetzin Shira Smiles shiur 
Tuesday, June 23, was sponsored by
 Debby Friedman and Pessy Chesner

 in loving memory and לעלוי נשמת 
their dear mother

 מרת חנה זלדה )קורן( בת הרב יצחק ע”ה 
whose yahrzeit is on ג תמוז

She was a Holocaust survivor, a woman who 
never lost her deep faith and who loved and 

cared for all of עם ישראל
 ת.נ.צ.ב.ה 

Monday, June 29th is sponsored by 
Estelle Harris, in Honor of 2 new 

great-granddaughters born within the last 
month ~ with gratitude to Hashem for his 

blessings

Rabbi Shai Finkelstein’s and Rabbi Ari 
Kahn’s shiurim 

Thursday, July 2 are sponsored by 
Charlotte & Gil Goller
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Upper-left is a photo of a real 
possible Para Aduma, subject to careful 
examination - as seen in the photo - and 
then if it is found pure red, has to stay 
that way, remain unblemished, and never 
be worked • After Miriam's death, the 
Well dried up and there was no water for 
the people (the faucet with the spider's 
web at its spout) • Although Moshe was 
commanded to speak to the Rock (the 
rock's ear indicates that it was ready to 
listen), he struck it with the MATEH twice 
and water gushed forth from the rock(s) N 
Kohen Gadol with the garments that were 
transferred from Aharon to Elazar • The 
people panicked and a plague of serpents 
attacked the people. G-d told Moshe to 
put the form of a snake on a rod (which 
he did, making the snake from copper) 
and anyone bitten by a poisonous snake 
who looks at the snake-on-the-stick would 
live. The symbol of the medical corps is 
a serpent (or two) wound around a staff. 
Known as a caduceus, encyclopedias 
give it an origin in Greek mythology. One 
wonders if the Torah is its real source • 
SEFER MILCHAMOT HASHEM, perhaps 
some kind of written record of the battles. 
It is represented by the open book with a 
tank on one page and the HEI-apostrophe 
on the other • DO NOT ENTER sign has a 
double-double meaning. Edom and Emori 
both responded to Israel's request for 

safe passage through their territory with 
DO NOT ENTER. Moshe and Aharon, as a 
result of the "hitting the rock rather than 
talking to it episode", were given DO NOT 
ENTER orders for Eretz Yisrael • Bottle of 
water marked 2NIS represents the offer 
Bnei Yisrael made to pay for the water 
they would use while passing through 
Edom's land • Well with the musical clef 
stands for the Song of the Well N Math 
expression equals 256+44+1, which is 301, 
the g'matriya of EISH, fire. That is what the 
expression is equal to in the ParshaPix, 
and altogether represents the phrase, 
"For a fire has come out of CHESHBON..." 
• MELECH CHESHBON, i.e. the math king. 
Emori's king Sichon is also referred to as 
MELECH CHESHBON, as in the haftara of 
Chukat. (In Chukat, there is reference to 
Sichon Melech HaEmori, who sits in (the 
city of) Cheshbon. For the title of Math 
King, we've changed our selection of last 
year to selected Johann Carl Friedrich 
Gauss - that's his picture. He tops the list on 
Google of the greatest mathematicians of 
all times so we have dubbed him MELECH 
CHESHBON • Logo of Chevrolet. As we read 
in Bamidbar 21:1, "And when king Arad 
the Canaanite, who lived in the Negev, 
heard tell that Israel came by the way of 
Atarim; then he fought against Israel, and 
took some of them prisoners." The term in 
the pasuk for prisoner or captive is SHEVI, 
i.e. CHEVY as in CHEVROLET • Below that is 
a picture of one of the most famous clowns 
of the past in America, Emmett Kelly - as 
in ...MAYIM CHAYIM EL KELI. We went 
with Weary Willie rather than Princess 
Grace because his first name - because of 
the different examples of CHESED SHEL 
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EMET (Emmett - EMET, get it?) in Parshat 
Chukat, in burying of Miriam and Aharon • 
The four graphic elements from the upper-
right, linked with arrows all go together. A 
gift-wrapped box representing the place 
- whose identity is disputed by various 
scholars - called MATANA. From MATANA, 
the Torah tells us, the people traveled to 
NACHLI'EL. The bird the arrow points to is a 
Wagtail, known in Hebrew as a Nachli'eili. 
From there, via another arrow, the people 
traveled to BAMOT, either a place name or 
just the high places. In modern Hebrew, 
BAMOT are stages. In TTriddle form, the 
connection is to stages as in stagecoach. 
From there, via yet another arrow, to 
HAGAI, which we are taking as HA (the) 
GAI (maybe a valley of sorts). The picture 
is one of Guy Smiley, a Muppets character 
• The people complain of their thirst with 
these words: "And why have you made us 
come out of Egypt, to bring us in to this 
evil place? This is no place of seed, or of 
figs, or of vines, or of pomegranates; nor 
is there any water to drink." Here are 
those same three fruits that the Meraglim 
brought back from their tour of the Land. 
Think of the extra slap in the face that this 
represents • The picture of a mountain that 
is thought to be HOR HAHAR N Photo of 
Bibi Netanyahu and IDF Chief of Staff Aviv 
Kochavi. Both represent the haftara in 
which the people of Gilad ask Yiftach to be 
ROSH and KATZIN, their leader and officer 
• The young fellow in the picture is sushi 
GILAD, as is mentioned in the haftara. • 
Mohammad Ali and a teddy bear stand for 
ALI-B'EIR from the song of the well. • Two 
Unexplaineds - submit you explanation(s) 
to phil@ouisrael.org

02-625-2555 firstisrael.com

Special rates up to 75% LTV: 
30 year 3.85% 
15 year 2.90%
10 year 2.75%
For well qualified borrowers

Purchase / Refinance Rates 
(Non-inflation linked)*

Mortgage 
RATES at 
historic 
LOWS for 
refinance 
& purchase

60 King George, Jerusalem
3 Aluf Kalman Magen, Tel Aviv 
*Rates are for quali�ed borrowers and are current as of    
 the printing of this advertisement but are subject to    
 change. Quoted rates do not represent an offer and 
 are for illustrative purposes only.
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CHIZUK & IDUD
BY RABBI YERACHMIEL RONESS
Ramat Shiloh, Beit Shemesh

 for Olim & Not-yet-Olim

The current Coronavirus pandemic 
has greatly disrupted many of our 
normal life-patterns. Things which 

would have seemed fanciful half-a-year 
ago, quickly have become a commonplace 
part of daily lives. Years from now we will 
surely all have memories to share, and 
to relate to those who will have  been too 
young to remember the events.…

One specific area of our lives which has 
been impacted is in the realm of inter-
familial relationships. Grandparents 
have been kept apart from the rest of 
their families out of the legitimate fear 
that this hypersensitive part of society 
would be more susceptible to the virus. 
As a direct consequence, already early 
on, we grandparents were forced to 
spend the Seder night alone. We all gaped 
disbelievingly as Chuppas were held with 
a mere handful of participants; Simchas 
such as Bar-Bat Mitzvas celebrated 
virtually with the parsha being recited 
in the privacy of the home via Zoom. 
Similarly, participation in sad events, 
 ,like the demise of loved ones ,לא עלינו
was severely curtailed. Participation in 
levayot was highly restricted and limited 
to a minyan - all others being asked to 
‘virtually’ take part, and to conduct their 
Shiva visits, via Zoom.

Long months have since passed, and 
yet we continue to hear stories of family 

Simchas being disrupted. One stark 
example is the Australian couple who 
recently were denied their request to 
fly out of their home country in order 
to attend their own son’s wedding in the 
USA.

How, though, will all of this be 
remembered by future generations? 
Will it be quickly forgotten, or will it be 
remembered years hence?

As we are currently living through 
the events, and the current crisis is still 
far from any conclusion, it is too early 
to know how they will be recorded for 
posterity.

I would like to take this thought, 
though, as a springboard to broaden the 
question of historical memory, and to 
focus on the way the Jewish calendar has 
been indelibly marked by certain major 
historic events, while others fade from 
memory.

This coming Friday is an interesting 
case in point.

The Mishna Berurah (580:16) writes 
that on the Friday before we read 
Parshat Chukat “Nahagu Hayechidim 
Le’hitanot” – some people have the 
custom to fast. As the Mishna Berurah 
explains, this relatively minor fast, which 
finds little practical expression today, 
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commemorates events that transpired 
on this day over seven hundred and fifty 
years ago. On this day, in the year 1244, 
twenty wagons loaded with Sifrei Torah 
and volumes of the Talmud were publicly 
set on fire and burnt in the center of the 
city of Paris. This terrible event occurred 
on Erev Shabbos of Parashat Chukat. 
This parasha begins with the words: “Zot 
Chukat HaTorah”, which the Targum 
translates as “Dah Gezeirat Oraita”, a 
phrase which can be read in a darshanic 
vein to mean: ‘This is the decree rendered 
against the Torah’. As a result, it was 
determined that the commemoration of 
this calamitous event would not be linked 
to the day of the month, but rather to the 
day of the week, namely on the Friday 
before Shabbat Chukat.

The burning of the Seforim was 
preceded by a public debate between a 
number of leading rabbis, including the 
famed Rav Yechiel of Paris and Rav Moses 
of Coucy. These rabbis were called upon 
to defend the Talmud against accusations 
raised by an apostate named Nicholas 
Donin.  Donin had accused the Talmud of 
besmirching Christianity, and as a result 
the King of France, Louis IX ordered that 
a public dispute regarding these claims 
take place in his presence. In the wake 
of this debate the king condemned the 
Talmud and ordered that all the books be 
rounded up and set on fire.

One might inquire why such ancient 
history should be brought to mind? 
After all, for most of us today, the 
memory of these events has long been 
relegated to the dusty archival shelves 

of Jewish history…

I would answer that the importance, 
and the direct relevance to our lives, lies 
in the moral lesson we are to derive from 
these events.

Already way back then, many noted 
that an additional burning of books had 
taken place on that very same spot in 
the center of Paris some twenty years 
earlier. Maimonides, the Rambam, was 
accused of including Apikursut, heretical 
thoughts, in his writings, and as a result 
his works were burned. Therefore, just 
as we link the memory of the destruction 
of the Batei Mikdash with the moral 
imperative to veer away Sinat Chinam, 
baseless hatred, so too with the burning of 
the books in Paris. Here too, the fast was 
intended to impress upon our hearts the 
consequences of hatred directed towards 
a fellow Jew as a result of their espousal 
of different thoughts and views, and the 
all-too-quick reflex to accuse another of 
harboring heretical tendencies.

Always remember the positive effects 
of Ahavat Chinam, and as a necessary 
precaution – never forget the terrible 
consequences of Sinat Chinam. 
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THE DAILY
 PORTION

BY SIVAN RAHAV-MEIR

Elie Wiesel’s 
Chavruta

את יָרה ַהזֹּ יר ִיְשָׂרֵאל ֶאת ַהשִּׁ ָאז ָישִׁ

Then Israel sang this song.(Num. 21:17)

Elie Wiesel died in July ‘16, during the 
week that we read Chukat. In their eulogies, 
Barak Obama called him “the conscience 
of the world,” and Bill Clinton said he was 
“a monument to memory.” I was never 
privileged to meet him in person, but a 
few years ago, I saw him from afar at the 
Kotel, along with the thousands of people 
who throng the plaza and surrounding 
areas on Shavuot night. He was wrapped 
in his tallit, standing in prayer next to 
Rabbi Aharon Bina, the head of Yeshivat 
Netiv Aryeh in the Old City. I admit I was 
surprised to see Elie Wiesel there; I had 
always imagined him in formal attire, 
wearing tux and tails, and hobnobbing 
with world leaders, addressing the United 
Nations or some other exclusive event. I 
did not expect to see him huddled together 
with the masses at the Kotel. On the day 
that Wiesel was buried in New York, I 
contacted Rabbi Bina in Jerusalem who 
gave me insight into an unknown part of 
the life of the famous Holocaust survivor, 
author, and Nobel Peace Prize laureate:

Every Shavuot night, for eighteen 
consecutive years, Elie Wiesel learned 
Torah in my house. Ira Rennert, a New 
York businessman, introduced us, and 
the three of us would learn together 
throughout the night and in the morning 
we would go to the Kotel. Elie really knew 
how to learn, to ask difficult questions 
and give good answers. We would spend 
half the night arguing; when he criticized 
people’s behavior, I would tell him “to stay 
off the Jews and concentrate on Judaism.” 
We learned the Minchat Chinuch, a book 
that deals with all 613 commandments in 
the Torah. Each year we would focus on 
several commandments and I believe we 
got to study about thirty-five in total.

Two years ago he was already a sick 
person, but he would not give up his annual 
custom. During the meal, the zemirot he 
sang were those he remembered from his 
father, a Vizhnitz Chasid. We were  able 
to learn together for “only” an hour and 
a half before he felt weak and had to rest. 
However, a few hours later he was strong 
enough to go to the Kotel to pray. As usual, 
he requested to read the haftara after the 
Torah reading.

Elie Wiesel often asked difficult 
questions about faith in God. I felt that 
here of all the places in the world, as he 
stood at the Kotel, in Jerusalem, the capital 
of the State of Israel, his memories from 
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Auschwitz would return to haunt him. 
Yet he considered it vital to continue his 
Jewish heritage, so that the chain should 
not be broken and that Judaism would 
continue. He wanted to continue the song 
of life, the song of the Torah. I always told 
him, “Reb Elie, if we should ever think that 
we understand exactly what God does, 
either we are crazy or we think that we are 
God Himself.” 

Sivan Rahav-Meir is an Israeli journalist, 
currently on shlichut for the World Mizrahi 
movement to the US. She is the author of 
#Parasha (Menorah Press) and Reaching 
to Heaven (Artscroll). She is now offering 
a new bat mitzvah workshop in Hebrew 
and English: https://bm.sivanrahavmeir.
com/en/. To receive her daily insight on 
the portion of the week, text your name to: 
972-58-679-9000

Within reach.
Your future.

Complete Degrees in English
3 Year Programs
Torah Environment

B.A. in Business Administration

B.S. in Computer Science

For more info contact
Gavriel Novick
058-419-0087   
gnovick@jct.ac.il

For info on the Machon Tal Women’s
International Program contact Siona Margrett
siona@jct.ac.il 058-692-4951

Machon Lev International Program for Men

ONLY
$3,800

PER YEAR
dependent on

the current
exchange rate
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THE NEW OLD PATH
BY RABBI BENJI LEVY
CEO Of Mosaic United

A Time to 
Strike & A 
Time to Speak

Parashat Chukat contains one of 
the most enigmatic episodes of the 
Torah: God asks Moshe to ‘Speak 

to the rock before their eyes so that it 
may give water’ (Num. 20:8). But instead, 
‘Moshe raised his arm and struck [vayach] 
the rock with his staff twice’ (20:11).

Moshe leads a life of righteousness, filled 
with compassion and tolerance for the 
downtrodden – from an infant sheep to a 
great nation. He has given everything for 
others, yet now he slips up in a moment 
of anger and is forbidden from achieving 
his dream of leading his people to the 
Promised Land.

Many commentators attempt to discern 
the exact reason why Moshe is not allowed 
to enter Israel. We see that a small action 
can have tremendous consequences. But 
if one glances forty years into the past, the 
case becomes even more perplexing, as it 
seems Moshe is acting this way based on 
precedent. The people were thirsty for 
water after having just emerged from the 
shackles of Egyptian slavery. God tells 

Moshe, ‘Strike the rock and water will 
come forth from it and the people will 
drink’ (Ex. 17:6). What is the difference 
between these two parallel cases? 

History seems to be repeating itself. 
Leaders often, perhaps mistakenly, act 
based on a past pattern rather than 
creating a more fitting response for the 
new and emerging needs of the future. 
While circumstances might be similar, 
conditions and contexts evolve over time. 
This is the core of Moshe’s error. 

Moshe is a proactive personality who 
knows how to act with might to ensure 
what is right. He does not hesitate to jump 
in and take action when the situation calls 
for it. One of our first encounters with 
Moshe as an adult is his active defence of 
a fellow Jew: ‘Moshe saw an Egyptian man 
striking a Hebrew man, of his brethren…
So he struck down [vayach] the Egyptian’ 
(2:11-12). Later, Moshe sets the ten plagues 
in motion by ‘striking [vayach] the water’ 
(7:20) of the Nile and turning it into blood. 
This same action – striking – is repeated in 
the plagues of lice (8:13) and hail (9:25). 

Moshe knows his limitations and for 
this reason, when asked to lead the Jewish 
people, he responds, ‘I am not a man of 
words…for I am heavy of mouth and heavy 
of tongue’ (4:10). Perhaps this is what fuels 
his active – rather than oral – leadership.
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Yet Moshe fails to see the significant 
changes in the circumstances. In the 
first incident of hitting the rock, he is 
leading a generation born into slavery 
and emancipating them as a nation. Now, 
however, the stakes are very different. 
Now he is leading their descendants, an 
emancipated nation, into the Land of 
Israel.

The previous generation grew up 
surrounded by and responding to the 
physical strikes of slavery. This populace 
of the exodus therefore responds to that 
which they have become accustomed to - 
physical expression. The next generation, 
however, did not grow up in the same 
context. They are not familiar with, nor are 
they likely to respond well to leadership 
based on physical actions. They are more 
in tune with a leadership conducted 
through verbal expression and reasoning. 

Under Moshes’ leadership, the Jewish 
people have transformed from a nation of 
slaves into a nation of free people ready to 
enter the Land of Israel. This momentous 
transition is a major motif in this week’s 
parasha. When the Jews leave Egypt, an 
account of their singing is described only 
after a mention of their leader, Moshe, 
‘Then Moshe and the people sang’ (15:1). 
At this point, however, on the brink of 
entering the Promised Land as a free 
nation, they sing independently with 
pride, ‘Then Israel sang’ (Num. 21:17). 
Whereas in the past, it is Moshe who sends 
out messengers, now, with their newfound 
freedom and independence, it is the people 
themselves who send messengers to 
Sichon (21:21), asking to travel through his 

land. Similarly, when Moshe sends spies, 
the people are themselves proactively 
involved in the conquering of the Amorites 
(21:32).

If Moshe fails to recognise the needs 
of this new – and so very different – 
generation, perhaps a new leader needs 
to rise for the next stage of development 
of the Jewish people. Moshe assists in 
building the family, but Yehoshua needs to 
take them home.

When contexts change, the responses of 
decision makers should evolve and adapt 
accordingly. It is therefore conceivable 
that Moshes’ inability to enter Israel is not 
a punishment, but rather an unfortunate 
consequence of reality.

Each of us should create space in our 
own personal lives to reinvent ourselves as 
the different stages of life arise. We must 
realise that what inspired us in the past 
may not be as effective today, and the way 
that we acted then should not define who 
we are now. The past should be used as a 
springboard, not a mirror, to the future. 

Stay in touch with @RabbiBenji and learn 
more at www.RabbiBenji.com

 CHESED FUND
Please help us help the 40 individuals 

and families who turn to us for help
Make checks (Israeli, only) payable to 

the "Chesed Fund" and send  
them to  

ISRAEL CENTER CHESED FUND
att. Menachem Persoff

POB 37015 Jerusalem 91370
or leave them at the front desk
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TORAH 4 TEENS
BY TEENS NCSY ISRAEL

Aliza Rayman, 
Beit Shemesh 
Chapter Director

Parshat Chukat

The parsha introduces the פרה אדומה

as “זאת חקת התורה”, the commandment of 
the red cow is “the decree of the Torah” 
implying that this mitzvah somehow 
encompasses the whole Torah. What 
does this mean? How can this Mitzvah, 
one we barely understand how it works, 
be considered one of the central mitzvot 
of the Torah?

There is a famous story of Hillel 
the elder, regarding a person who 
approached him seeking to convert. He 
asked whether Hillel could teach him the 
whole Torah while standing on one foot 
(Shabbat 31a). Hillel’s answer was 

התורה  כל  היא  זו   – תעביד  לא  לחברך  סני  ’דעלך 

כולה, ואידך פירושה הוא’ 

“That which is hateful to you, do not 
do to another; that is the entire Torah 
and the rest is its interpretation”. The 
Maharsha explains that he was referring 
to the pasuk v’ahavta l’reacha kamocha, 

which Rabbi Akiva refers to in the 
Gemara as an essential part of the Torah:                                  
 ’זהו כלל גדול בתורה’

Is there any connection between the 
red heifer and the principle of loving your 
fellow?

The Parsha goes on to  describe the 
long process of preparing and using a red 
heifer by a איש טהור to make those impure, 
pure again. At the end of this, we are told 
that this pure Kohen who performs this 
act for another is rendered impure. 

The phrase “זאת חקת התורה”,  suggests 
that we should not only endeavor to help 
fellow Jews when there is a reward and 
when there is no downside involved. 
In this case, not only was the Kohen 
not being rewarded, he was willing to 
give hours of his time to prepare the 
red heifer and even defile himself in 
order to assist another Jew achieve 
spiritual purity; this is real self-sacrifice! 
 
I cannot help but draw a comparison from 
this to the tumultuous world we are living 
in today, where the threat of physical 
infection hangs over us constantly. I 
look to the healthcare professionals and 
appreciate those who are risking their 
own safety, and sacrificing time with their 
loved ones, to take care of others. While 
COVID19 brought the world to a halt in 
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many ways, the chessed we have seen 
continue in Israel and across the world is 
nothing short of incredible. 

(Adopted from Nechama Greisman a”h)

Tani Rosenstein, 
Beit Shemesh,              
12th Grade

 Do Rules have a Purpose?
֥ה ה' ֵלאמֹ֑ר.." ר־ִצוָּ ֣ת ַהּתוָֹר֔ה ֲאשֶׁ "זֹ֚את ֻחקַּ

In this week’s Parsha, Parshat Chukat, 
we talk about the חוקים, the ‘rules’. 

What is a ‘rule’ and why do they exist?

According to Rabbi Shlomo Yitzchaki, 
A.K.A Rashi (1040-1105), a chok is a 
mitzva from the Torah that has no 
meaning, it’s just here to help strengthen 
our belief in Hashem. We love Hashem 
so we listen to Him and do as He tells us.

Unlike Rashi, Rabbi Moshe ben 
Nachman, ‘the Ramban’ (1194-1270), 
says that a chok does have a reason, 
but only the ‘king’, Hashem, knows it’s 
purpose. We do them because we are 
told to. Don’t start to try and find their 
reasons.    

You can notice how Rashi & the 
Ramban may disagree about whether 
a chok has a specific reason or not, but 
they both agree that we do them in 
order to show our love and appreciation 
towards Hashem. They both agree on 
what’s important, devekut- the devotion/
connection with Hashem. 

It’s important to make sure to build 

a connection with Hashem. We should 
constantly try and do Mitzvot. As it says 
in sefer Tehillim: ״שיויתי ה' לנגדי תמיד״- 
“I have placed the Lord before me 
constantly”. 

Especially nowadays with the 
Coronavirus, even though we don’t know 
why the pandemic hit the world, we’ve 
got to listen to Hashem’s commandments. 
Similarly, we do the chukim despite not 
knowing their real reasons. 

I think that we can learn from this that 
we should never take life for granted 
and always try to improve ourselves in 
whatever we are lacking, whether it’s 
our tfilot, respect towards our parents & 
friends or really whatever. That’s what 
NCSY is here for -  to help teens reach 
their true potential.

Shabbat Shalom! 

------------------------------------

NCSY Israel is the premier organization 
in Israel, dedicated to connect, inspire, and 
empower teen olim to the Land of Israel by 
encouraging passionate Judaism through 
Torah and Tradition. Find out more at 
israel.ncsy.org
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www.ruben1.com 02-5666016

A unique project in a pastoral setting with nostalgic 

surroundings that integrates advanced architecture, 

luxurious standards and spacious high-end apartments.

Your choice of 2-7 room apartments,
garden apartments and penthouses.

PRESALE

happening now

A different 
level of 
Jerusalem

REAL  ESTATE  &  INVESTMENT

PRESALE prices: 4 room apartment starting from 2,730,000 Nis
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THE NEW

C OMING SOON
16 Times Faster

State-of-the-art Search Technology
Brand New Job Board

Premier Real Estate Portal
Largest Database of 
Anglo Professionals

STAY TUNED!


