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WORD OF THE MONTH
Reminder: Thu, July 9th is SHIV'A ASAR B'TAMUZ. Jerusalem times: Fast begins
4:15am; ends at 8:18pm. Check last week's Word of the Month for more. (Don't have it? www.
ttidbits.com/latest/1377word.pdf) Parshat Pinchas is a 'swing sedra'. It is usually the first

Shabbat of the Three Weeks like this year), followed by Matot-Mas'ei (89½% of the time in Chu"L
and 79½% of the time in Eretz Yisrael) and then D'varim-Chazon. But sometimes Pinchas is right
before the start of the 3 Weeks (10½% of the time in Chu"L and 20½% of the time in Israel). In those kinds of years,
Matot and Mas'ei are read separately, and the 3 Wks Shabbatot are Matot, Mas'ei, and D'varim. Pinchas's haftara
changes depending...
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WEEKLY INSPIRATION

We have to purify zealousness that it should always remain only the love of God.
Generally, it is impossible, and there must be a self-analysis to ensure that it does
not become zealousness of a fellow human being, which is destructive, but only
for God, which brings with it a covenant of peace.
Rav Avraham Yitzchak HaKohen Kook zt”l, Orot HaKodesh, Volume III, p. 244
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PINCHAS
STATS
41st of the 54 sedras; 8th of 10 in Bamidbar
Written on 280 lines (rank: 2nd)
35 Parshiyot; 10p 25s (2nd most)
168 psukim 2nd (2nd in B'midbar)
1887 words 9th (2nd in B'midbar)
7853 letters 4th (2nd in B'midbar)
Second shortest psukim in the Torah, wordwise.
Longest words in the Torah (on average). 49th
of 54 in length of psukim, letterwise. Second
longest sedra, pasuk-wise. These factors
combine to explain the unusual fluctuation in
rankings.

MITZVOT
Contains 6 of the 613 mitzvot, all positive.
One of only six sedras that have only positive
mitzvot

ALIYA-BY-ALIYA
SEDRA SUMMARY
[P> X:Y (Z)] and [S> X:Y (Z)] indicate
start of a parsha p’tucha or s’tuma. X:Y is
Perek:Pasuk of the Parsha’s beginning;
(Z) is the number of p’sukim in the
parsha.
Numbers in [square brackets] are the
Mitzva-count of Sefer HaChinuch AND
Rambam’s Sefer HaMitzvot. A=ASEI;
L=LAV (prohibition). X:Y is the perek &
pasuk from which the mitzva comes.

KOHEN FIRST ALIYA
13 P'SUKIM 25:10-26:4
[P> 25:10 (6)] When Pinchas killed Zimri
and Kozbi, a tremendous controversy
erupted among the people as to whether
his actions were correct or criminal. This
week's sedra begins with G-d "testifying"
to the correctness of what Pinchas did.
First, because of what Pinchas did, the
plague that had broken out, stopped.
Second, the Torah repeatedly identifies
Pinchas as the grandson of Aharon
HaKohen. Third, G-d places His stamp
of approval upon Pinchas by giving him
"the covenant of the eternal kehuna" and
the "covenant of peace". Perhaps, without
G-d's seal of approval, the controversy
would have continued.
A scribal tradition is to write
the VAV in the word
SHALOM with a break.
Peace that results from violence, even

SDT
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required violence, is defective. (Just one
possible idea.)
Other commentaries look at the unusual
VAV as allowing the word SHALOM to
be read also as SHALEIM, complete.
This relates to the Kohein, who must be
without blemish in order to serve in the
Mikdash.
[P> 25:16 (3.23)] Next, G-d tells Moshe to
go to war against Midyan in revenge for
their seduction of Israel to the worship of
Baal Peor. (The battle does not take place
until next sedra, the rest of Pinchas is a
digression of sorts.) It is after the plague...
[P> 26:1* (10.77)] (this parsha break
comes in the middle of a pasuk unusual,
but not unique) G-d commands Moshe
and Elazar that a new census be taken of
the people.
The counting of the people at this
point has several functions. Rashi says
that after the plague(s) that devastated
the people, G-d wants to count them as
a shepherd would count his sheep after
wolves attacked the flock. Second, having
just been commanded to prepare to
fight against Midyan, a census of men of
military age is necessary. Third and most
significantly, it is these people who will
fight for Eretz Yisrael, and it is to these
people that the Land will be apportioned
(but based on the original post-Exodus
census).
Moav was the partner of Midyan
and should have been included in this
avenging war. Some explain that Moav
was spared this battle in the merit of Ruth.

WE ARE PLEASED TO
ANNOUNCE THE MERGER
OF OUR KING

GEORGE
AND DERECH HEVRON
BRANCHES AS OF JULY 1

Comprehensive Eye Examinations
Multifocals
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02-674-3888

NACHI REALTY 054-461-3943

Reduced price! Inheart of Old Katamon.
Ground floor no stairs. 3.5 rooms 75 meters.
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Best Value in Rechavia! 4 rooms, 90 meters,
4th floor with Shabbat Elevator.
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New building in Baka, 2-5 rooms, Spacious
units with Mirpesot, parking, storage room
and Shabbat Elevators. Prices start at 1.55m
NIS
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Other commentaries explain that there
was a significant difference between
Moav and Midyan. Moav was afraid of
Israel. They feared that their land would
be conquered by them (us). That is why
they wanted to fight against us. Midyan
agreed to help Moav because of their
desire to destroy the Jewish People. They
went as far as using their women to seduce
the Israelites to immoral and idolatrous
behavior. G-d's command of revenge is
directed at the latter type of enemy.

LEVI SECOND ALIYA
47 P'SUKIM 26:5-51
Longest 2nd-Aliya in the Torah, tied
with Ki Tisa's. Both are tied for 3rd place
for all Aliyot in the Torah. There are
three different whole sedras with fewer
p'sukim than this aliya.
In preparation for conscripting an
army to fight Midyan, a new census is
taken. The Torah lists each of the tribes,
their family sub-units, and the number of
males of military age.
In addition to this information, it is
interesting to note the "extra" material
mentioned in this portion such as...
Under Reuven, the Torah tells us about
Datan and Aviram who, with Korach,
were swallowed up by the ground. The
Torah then makes a point of telling us

Save a Life - Gain yours

1 of 77,144

EFRAT

www.efrat.org.il 02-5454500
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that Korach's sons did not die. Korach
was from Levi. The inclusion of the sons
of Korach at this point is not of census
value, but does teach us the power of
T'shuva. Korach's sons did not follow in
their father's ways. They were (semi-)
righteous.
Generally, the family units of a tribe are
based on the sons of the sons of Yaakov.
In Reuven's case, we have Chanoch, Palu,
Chetzron, and Karmi, giving Reuven a total
of 43,730. Palu's son, Eliav, is mentioned
because his sons were N'mu'el, Datan and
Aviram.
One more observation...
Reuven is often called B'CHOR YISRAEL.
This is noteworthy in light of the fact
that Reuven "lost" the status of firstborn
to three younger brothers. The Kehuna
went to Levi, the kingship was destined
to go the Yehuda, and the double portion
of the B'chor went to Yosef. Yet the Torah
repeatedly calls Reuven the B'chor of
Yisrael.
Reuven’s count dropped 2770 since
the first counting in the Midbar. (To be
expected, because of their involvement in
the Korach rebellion.)
[S> 26:12 (3)] Shimon: note the relatively
small number. Members of the tribe of
Shimon were the main victims of the
plague that followed the Zimri (one of the
leaders of Shimon) affair. Shimon: 22,200.
Down 37,100!
Shimon's family units are from N'mu'el
(a different one), Yamin, Yachin, Zerach,
and Sha'ul.

[S> 26:15 (4)] Gad: 40,500. Down 5150.
The families from Gad's sons are Tz'fon,
Chagi, Shuni, Ozni, Eiri, Arodi, Ar'eili.
[S> 26:19 (4)] Yehuda: 76,500. Up
1900. Yehuda's families are from sons
Sheila, Peretz, Zerach. From Peretz come
the families of Chetzron and Chamul.
Yehuda's first two sons Er and Onan, who
died childless, are mentioned at this point
in the Torah.
[S> 26:23 (3)] Yissachar: One of his sons
is identified as Yashuv. Commentaries say
that he is Yov, as recorded in Vayigash.
Yov was an inappropriate name (of pagan
origin). The extra SHIN that was added
to his name is symbolically taken from
his father's name spelled with two S(H)
INs but pronounced as if there is only
one. The families of Yissachar are Tola,
Puva (family name is Puni), Yashuv, and
Shimron. Yissachar: 64,300. Up 9900.
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[S> 26:26 (2)] Zevulun: 60,500. Up 3100.
Families are from sons Sered, Eilon, and
Yachl'eil.
[S> 26:28 (7)] Notice that the sons of
Yosef are listed as Menashe and Efrayim
in that order. Although this is birth order,
it is unusual to find Menashe mentioned
first.
Also note the great increase in the
population of Menashe, and the decrease
in the population of Efrayim. The increase
in Menashe is considered to be related to
the fact that their tribe was given land on
both sides of the Jordan. They were not
the ones who asked to settle on the east
side of the Jordan -that was Reuven and

True wholesaler from the diamond
boursa with over 25 years experience
member diamond dealers club

∙

Engagement Rings Stud Earrings
Pendants Tennis Bracelets

∙

050-573-9061 jeffmor36@gmail.com
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Gad. Menashe was sent along, so to speak,
to keep an eye on the other two tribes. It
would therefore be unfair to give them a
smaller portion of Eretz Yisrael (west of
the Jordan). Their increase in population
got them a "regular" share on the west
side in addition to their territory on the
east bank.
Menashe: here we are introduced to
the five daughters of Tz'lofchad. We will
hear more from them shortly. Menashe:
52,700. Increase of 20,500. By the way,
Efrayim was mentioned before Menashe
in that earlier census. Menashe's sons
(family units) are Machir, Machir's son
Gil'ad, Gil'ad's sons I'ezer, Cheilek, Asri'el,
Shechem, Sh'mida, Cheifer, Cheifer's son
Tz'lofchad.
[S> 26:35 (3)] Efrayim: 32,500.
Down 8000. Efrayim's families are
from Shutelach, Becher, Tachan. And
Shutelach's son Eiran. The Torah then
says again that these two (Menashe and
Efrayim) are the children of Yosef.
[S> 26:38 (4)] Binyamin: Families from
sons Bela, Ashbel, Achiram, Sh'fufam,
Chupam. Bela's sons Ard and Naaman.
Binyamin: 45,600. Up 10,200. Note: Back
in Vayigash, Binyamin is recorded as
having 10 sons: Bela, Becher, Ashbel,
Geira, Naaman, Eichi, Rosh, Mupim,
Chupim, and Ard.
[S> 26:42 (2)] Dan: One son, Shucham,

I n L ov i n g M e m o r y o f

Harriet (Hindy)
Herskowitz z”l
on her Sixth Yahr tzeit
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family name Shuchami. Previously, Dan's
son is called Chushim. Dan: 64,400. Up
1700.
Note that Binyamin's ten sons produced
a smaller tribe than the one son of Dan.
This is considered as a(nother) lesson that
we cannot second-guess G-d. He has an
agenda, we do what we do, but He "calls
the shots".
[S> 26:44 (4)] Asher: Note the rare
inclusion of a daughter Serach bat Asher.
Great longevity is attributed to her, and
she is considered the bridge between
Yaakov and his sons on the one hand,
and the new nation of Israel which
emerged from Egyptian slavery. Serach
was alive throughout the entire Egyptian
experience, and then some. Asher's
total: 53,400. Up 11,900, comes from sons
Yimna, Yishvi, B'ri'a. Bri'a's sons Chever
and Malki'el.
[S> 26:48 (4)] Naftali: Yachtz'eil, Guni,
Yeitzer, Shileim. 45,400. Down 8000.
And, within this Naftali parsha we are
presented with the total for Bnei Yisrael:
601,730. Down 1820 from the 603,550
following the Exodus.

SHLISHI THIRD ALIYA
19 P'SUKIM 26:52-27:5
[P> 26:52 (5)] It is to these people
that the Land will be apportioned. The
actual distribution of land will be done
by (Divine) lottery and will involve this
census and the earlier one.
[S> 26:57 (9)] The Torah next details

the family tree of Levi (whose Tribe does
not receive land). Specific attention is
paid to Amram's family namely, his wife
Yocheved (daughter of Levi), Moshe,
Aharon and his sons, and daughter/sister
Miriam.
The Torah next states that no one in
this national census was in the previous
census except for Kalev and Yehoshua.
[S> 27:1 (5)] The daughters of Tz'lofchad
(identified here as 6th generation from
Yosef, an unusually long ancestry
to present) approach Moshe, Elazar
HaKohen, the leaders of the Tribes, and
the People, and petition for property in
the Land of Israel for themselves because
their father had no sons. They emphasize
that their father was not part of Korach's
rebellion but died for his own sins

Tired of Staying at Home?
Ready for a Staycation?
See the Israel that you
haven't had time for!
Tour with Dave's Dynamic Tours
of Israel: Private, Educational
Day & Multi Day
Tours
Advance
Reservation
Required
All tours follow
Ministry of Health
(972)
Guidelines

02-536-3449
(972) 050-530-7130
USAReservations
Direct: And
310-424-9534
For
More Info

info@davetourisrael.com
Email:
Dave@Davetourisrael.com
Or
Call: 050-5307130
www.davetourisrael.com
Dave's Dynamic Tours of Israel

Tradition tells us that Tz'lofchad was
the "wood-gatherer" who was executed
for desecrating the Shabbat. Had he been
part of Korach's rebellion, he would have
been considered a MOREID B'MALCHUT,
one who rebels against the king, and
would have forfeited any claim to land.
But in his situation, his property still goes
to his heirs.

Rabbi Yona Reiss שליט"א
will give his annual yahrzeit shiur
in memory of his father

Harry Reiss z”l

Sunday, July 19 at 7 p.m. Israel time
(11 a.m. Chicago time)
"The Kohen and the Convert"
Zoom meeting - 856 1910 3218
password - 519759
OU ISRAEL CENTER
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Moshe appeals to G-d for a decision
in their case. (Commentaries say that
the details of the laws of inheritance
momentarily escapes Moshe's memory,
either as punishment for an inappropriate
comment he had made, or to give honor
to these "lovers of the Land" Tz'lofchad's
daughters by having the laws of inheritance
presented "to them"... or both.)

R'VI'I FOURTH ALIYA
18 P'SUKIM 27:6-23
[P> 27:6 (6)] G-d's answer to the daughters
of Tz'lofchad is in the affirmative they will
acquire both their father's share and part
of their grandfather's share (specifically
a double portion of Chefer's allotment,
since Tz'lofchad was Chefer's firstborn.
Note that both Chefer and Tz'lofchad were
among those who left Egypt males 20 and
up, and therefore their heirs are to receive
their allotments).
Furthermore, the laws of inheritance
[400, A248 27:8] are hereby set down as
follows:
A man's son(s) inherit from him. If there
are no sons, his daughters inherit. (When
a man has sons and daughters, his sons
inherit and are responsible to support
the daughters, even if it means begging
door-to-door.) A man without children is
inherited by his father, then his brothers

לעילוי נשמת

רישא שיינדל בת ליפמן אריה ע"ה
Mother of
Sheila Iskowitz, תבל"ח
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(if his father is not alive), and if there are
no brothers (or sisters), then his paternal
uncles (or aunts), and then by the closest
relatives along paternal lines.
[P> 27:12 (3)] G-d next tells Moshe to
ascend Har HaAvarim and view the Land
into which he (Moshe) will not go. Moshe is
then to prepare for his death.
[S> 27:15 (9)] "And Moshe spoke to G-d
saying."
This unique variation of the most
common pasuk in the Torah, creates a
dramatic mood as we wait to hear what
Moshe is about to say to G-d. Will he ask
for his life? Will he ask to be permitted
even a brief excursion into the beloved
Land of Israel?
Moshe Rabeinu asks that a suitable
leader be appointed to take his place.
A true leader is concerned first and
foremost with his charges part of the
legacy of Moshe Rabeinu.
G-d's response to Moshe's request is
immediate. Yehoshua is to be presented
to the People as Moshe's successor and
Moshe is to transfer to him some of his
"majesty". Elazar has already taken over
from Aharon, and it will be Yehoshua and
Elazar who will lead the People into the
Land.

CHAMISHI 5TH ALIYA
15 P'SUKIM 28:1-15
[P> 28:1 (8)] This entire Aliya is the Torah
reading of Rosh Chodesh when it falls on a

weekday. The first part contains the mitzva
of the Daily Sacrifices [401, A39 28:2], one
in the morning and one before evening.
Shacharit and Mincha correspond to these
T'midim.
[P> 28:9 (2)] Then comes Musaf for
Shabbat two lambs [402, A41 28:9].
Correspondingly, we daven Musaf on
Shabbat.
[P> 28:11 (5)] The Musaf of Rosh Chodesh
[403, A42 28:9] consists of two bulls, one
ram, and seven lambs. In addition to
these "Olot", a goat was to be offered as a
communal "Sin Offering". Korbanot were
accompanied by wine for libation (in
varying amounts for the different animals)
and fine flour & oil mixtures, known as
Menachot.
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LD Events
Lenny Davidman
Office: (02) 673-0721
Cell: 054-557-3101
Lenny@LDEVENTS.com

Marci Rapp
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SHISHI SIXTH ALIYA
27 P'SUKIM 28:16-29:11
[S> 28:16 (10)] Next the Torah presents
the Musafim of the Holidays, beginning
with Pesach. Note that each day of Pesach
is a "carbon-copy" of the first day (as
opposed to Sukkot see further).

SEALING SERVICES

[S> 28:26 (6)] Then, Shavuot here
referred to as Yom HaBikurim. The
Musaf of Shavuot is counted as a mitzva
here [404, A45 28:26] that of Pesach (and
the other holidays) have been counted
already from Parshat Emor. In Emor,
the korbanot that accompanied the Two
Loaves offering are presented and Musaf
is not mentioned until here in Pinchas.
[P> 29:1 (6)] Next comes Rosh HaShana,
OU ISRAEL CENTER
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called here YOM T'RUA. Its Musaf has also
been counted as a mitzva previously (in
Emor), but the mitzva of blowing Shofar is
counted here [405, A170 29:1]. Since Rosh
HaShana is also Rosh Chodesh Tishrei,
double musafim are brought.

MITZVAWATCH
The Torah does not say: THOU SHALT
BLOW THE SHOFAR. (Not for Rosh
HaShana, that is.) It tells us to have a
YOM T'RU'A on the first of Tishrei. The
Gemara teaches us what that means, using
a G'zeira Shava (parallel terminology) to
Yovel. In B'har, there is a command to blow
the Shofar on Yom Kippur of Yovel. The
Oral Law teaches us a parallel between
the T'RU'A of Tishrei (Yovel) and the T'RU'A
of Tishrei (Rosh HaShana). Although the
word SHOFAR does not appear in context
of RH, it DOES appear in connection with
the "other" Tishrei-T'ru'a. The Talmudic
principle of G'zeira Shava is used to define
the Rosh HaShana T'ru'a requirement
as Shofar. Shofar is one of a small list of
mitzvot that the Torah commands in an
indirect way.
It can also be suggested, that by the
Torah's wording, we need to do more than
'just' hear the Shofar on Rosh HaShana we
need to transform that day into a T'RU'A
day that combines the blasts of the Shofar
with the special davening and with our

mood and attitude.
[S> 29:7 (5)] Next comes Yom Kippur's
Musaf. All the Chagim are presented here
and previously in Emor (aside from other
places).
Notice that there is brief reference
to the requirement of fasting and the
Shabbat-like prohibition of Melacha, and
slight reference to the special Yom Kippur
service (presented in detail back in Parshat
Acharei). Here, in Parshat Pinchas, the
main emphasis is on the Musaf korbanot
of the Holy days, the other details seemly
coming as a by-the-way.

SH'VII SEVENTH ALIYA
29 P'SUKIM 29:12-30:1
[S> 29:12 (5)] Lastly, the musafim of
Sukkot and Shmini Atzeret are presented.
The numbers of animals on Sukkot vary
day-to-day, with the bulls totalling 70, a
symbolic universal number. Specifically,
each day has 2 rams, 14 lambs, and a goat
as a Chatat, but the bulls range from 13
down to 7 for the 7 days of Sukkot.
Note: Each day of Sukkot has an "identity"
of its own. There IS a third day of Sukkot in
the Torah. In contrast, there is no mention
of a third day of Pesach just KA-ELEH,
like ditto marks. On the other hand, the
counting of the Omer gives Pesach what
Sukkot has from its Musafim a counting
dimension.
First day: 13 bulls, 2 rams, 14 lambs...
[S> 29:17 (3)] And on the second day...
(12, 2, 14)

14
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[S> 29:20 (3)] And on the third day... (11,
2, 14)
[S> 29:23 (3)] And on the fourth day... (10,
2, 14)
[S> 29:26 (3)] And on the fifth day... (9,
2, 14)
[S> 29:29 (3)] And on the sixth day... (8,
2, 14)
[S> 29:32 (3)] And on the seventh day...
(7, 2, 14)
[S> 29:35 (6)] On the eighth day...
(without “and”, because Shmini Atzeret
is its own holiday, in addition to being the
8th day of Sukkot, sort of)
These musaf passages for Chagim are
the respective Maftirs of the Holidays.
The sedra ends with references to other
korbanot in the Mikdash. And finally, a
summary/divider pasuk And Moshe told the
people all that HaShem had commanded.
Rashi explains that Matot begins with
Moshe speaking to the people, so the pasuk
at the end of Pinchas has to restate that
Moshe has been transmitting G-d’s words
all along, and not just from the portion of
Nedarim at the beginning of Matot.
The last 6 p'sukim are reread for the
Maftir. (6 p’sukim is the most for a regular
maftir. Only one other sedra has a sixer
Nitzavim. Special maftirs range from 3 to

Mazal Tov
to Arlene Saslow and family
on the engagement of her grandson

40 p'sukim. When do we read a 40-pasuk
maftir?)

HAFTARA 22 P'SUKIM
YIRMIYAHU 1:1-2:3
Pinchas has two haftarot, one for
when it is during the 3 Weeks (majority,
including this year) and one for when it
falls before (rare-ish)...
The first of the three HAFTAROT OF
TRAGEDY. When Matot and Mas'ei are
combined, this is the haftara for Parshat
Pinchas. When they are separated, it is
the haftara for Matot. Furthermore, even
when the Torah reading for Israel and
Chutz LaAretz is out of sync, the haftara
is the same the Shabbat after 17 Tamuz is
Divrei Yirmiyahu.
The haftara consists of the opening
words of the book of Yirmiyahu. Aside
from the personal exchange between G-d
and Yirmiyahu, we are told of his visions of
an almond tree (which blooms early in the
year, a sign that G-d's judgment is coming
soon) and the "boiling pot", representing
the enemy from the north (Bavel) who will
come to destroy Jerusalem. This prophecy
of destruction, because of idolatry and
unfaithfulness, sets the tone for the 3 Week
mourning period for the Beit HaMikdash
and for the main part of the book of
Yirmiyahu.
The concluding p'sukim allow us to end
the haftara on a high note: telling us of the
promise that G-d will punish those who
rise against Israel, for Israel despite its sins
is holy and special to HaShem.
OU ISRAEL CENTER
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Waking Up to
a New World

T

hese days, we all find ourselves
living in a new and different world.
It was just this past Purim that we
sat together in shul, next to one another,
listening to the reading of Megilat Esther.
We exchanged mishloach manot in close
physical proximity to our friends, and
the phrase “social distancing” was not
part of our vocabulary. We felt secure
economically and were busy planning
travel to distant places, especially Eretz
Yisrael, for Pesach programs. Our
calendars were filled with bar mitzvah
celebrations and weddings.
How drastically has our world changed!
Even as many communities have gradually
“reopened,” we now realize that things
may never be quite the same as they were
just a short time ago.
It is thus no wonder that I have lately
found myself pondering the story of a
man who lived not long before the fall of
the first Beit HaMikdash, a man named
Choni HaMaagal. Not only have I been

Happy B-day, Sheila!!
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pondering his story, but I have begun to
identify with him.
The story is found in the Babylonian
Talmud tractate Taanit. A slightly different
version of the story is told in the Jerusalem
Talmud, and a very different version
appears in the writings of the historian
Josephus.
As the Babylonian Talmud has it, Choni
Hamaagal was a very pious man whose
prayers were always answered. The
nation turned to him to pray for rain in
times of drought. One day, he passed a
man planting a tree. He asked the man
how long it would take for that tree to
bear fruit. When the man responded that
it would take many years, Choni asked,
“Then why do you bother planting?” The
man replied that he was not planting for
himself but for his son, or perhaps even
for his grandson, who would eventually
enjoy the fruit
Soon afterwards, Choni lay down to rest
in a nearby cave. He fell into a deep sleep
and awoke. He passed by the tree and, sure
enough, there was a man there plucking
fruit from the tree. It soon became
apparent to Choni that the man enjoying
the fruit was indeed the grandson of the
man he had earlier encountered. He
eventually discovered that he had been
asleep for seventy years.

Choni returned to the local beit midrash,
the study hall. He was accepted there
because of his evident Torah scholarship.
But gradually, Choni realized that he
couldn’t relate to this new generation. The
world had changed, people had changed.
He could find no friend, no person with
whom he could share his thoughts and
feelings. He exclaimed, “oh chavruta oh
mituta, either companionship or death”.
The notion of living out the rest of his
years in a thoroughly changed social
environment was so displeasing to Choni
that death itself was preferable to him.

Write it
Down...
Before it’s
Too Late
“

Having a book compiled for the
benefit of my future generations
was indeed the right decision, and
I would encourage others to do
the same before all is forgotten.
Working with Danny was a great
source of joy and fun; his sensitivity
and humor enhanced our working
relationship and resulted in a
book I am truly proud of.
– sandy collins, london

We learn that he feels
responsible for finding a
competent successor

052-3115682 • dannyverbov@gmail.com

www.dannyverbov.com

In this week’s Torah portion, Parshat
Pinchas (Bamidbar 25:10-30:1) we
read that Moshe, cognizant of his own
imminent death, did not wish to leave
his people leaderless. He thus beseeched
the Almighty to designate his successor.
Translated literally, his prayer reads: “May
the Lord, God of the spirits for all flesh,
appoint a man over the congregation
who can go out before them and come in
before them, so that the Lord’s people not
be like sheep without a shepherd.” (ibid.
27:15-17)
The Lord appoints Yehoshua as Moshe’s
successor. Moshe “places his hands upon
him,” assenting to the Lord’s choice.
This passage allows us a glimpse into the
psyche of Moshe. We learn, for example,
OU ISRAEL CENTER
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that Moshe made peace with his ultimate
demise. We learn that he feels responsible
for finding a competent successor. And we
discover that he has no problem with the
fact that it is his disciple who will one day
fill his shoes.
I have recently been reading a
fascinating book. It is written by Prof.
Gerald J. Blidstein, of the University of
Beersheba, and is entitled Etzev Nebo. The
English title is more descriptive: The Death
of Moses: Readings in Midrash.
The author displays a dazzling
mastery of the entire Midrashic corpus.
He demonstrates that the Midrash
supplements the Torah’s account of
Moshes’ final days with a variety of
intriguing alternative scenarios.
I carefully followed his analysis of those
passages in the Midrash that insist that
Moshe did not easily surrender to his
death, but instead protested to God and
begged to be granted, if not immortality,
then at least a significant extension of his
allotted time on earth. He even offered to
live on in a subsidiary role, as a disciple of
Yehoshua.
One Midrashic source, Devarim Rabba
on Parshat Va’Etchanan, maintains that
Moshe was, in some mystical manner,
granted his wish. The Midrash envisions
the scene: “A heavenly voice, a bat
kol, proclaimed, ‘Study Torah under
Yehoshua.’ The people agreed… Yehoshua
sat at the head, with Moshe at his right and
the sons of Aaron at his left, and Yehoshua
taught in Moshes’ presence. God took the
reins of wisdom from Moshe and handed
18
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them over to Yehoshua. Moshe did not
understand a word of Yehoshua’s lecture.
Afterwards, the people asked Moshe to
review the lecture, and Moshe was forced
to admit that he knew not what to say and
then collapsed. He said, ‘Master of the
Universe, until now I begged for life, but
now I am ready to give my soul over into
Your hands.’”
Reading this passage, I could not help
but recall the story of Choni HaMaagal.
The world changes from one generation
to the next. As the older generation ages,
it becomes increasingly aware that it has
no place in the new world. It is outdated,
almost irrelevant, out of touch with the
challenges and resources of the new reality.

It was eventually no longer
a matter of mere language.
I began to feel that I had
outlived my usefulness
Choni was not the first to prefer death to
the lack of companionship. Moshe, at least
according to one Midrashic approach,
surrendered to every man’s eventual fate
only when he realized that he had no
meaningful role to play in Yehoshua’s new
world.
As I reflect upon the story of Choni and
the Midrash about Moshe, two anecdotes
come to mind.
One was related by the late Hasidic
Rebbe of Klausenburg, Rabbi Yekutiel
Yehuda Halberstam, a descendent of

the famed nineteenth century halachic
authority, Rabbi Chaim of Zanz. The Rebbe
taught that his ancestor ceased to issue
halachic rulings after he reached the
age of seventy. This was not because he
felt that his intellect was waning. Rather,
he believed firmly that he was not, and
could not be, sufficiently familiar with the
realities faced by a new generation. He was
thus unqualified to offer it authoritative
halachic guidance.
Secondly, it was the late Rabbi Walter
Wurzburger who shared with me the
last conversation he had with his mentor,
Rabbi Joseph B. Soloveitchik. Rabbi
Soloveitchik told him that he struggled
to be able to understand each new
generation of his students sufficiently to
adapt to their cultural backgrounds. He
claimed that he was confronted with an
entirely new generation of students every
five years. For example, he decided to
change the language in which he delivered
his lectures from Yiddish to English. But,
he lamented, “it was eventually no longer
a matter of mere language. I began to feel
that I had outlived my usefulness.”
Today, old and young alike, we all face
circumstances which will force us to doubt
our ability to cope successfully, let alone
live full and meaningful Jewish lives. We
must not yield to these doubts. Instead, we
must draw upon our own inner strengths
and upon the vast creative resources that
lie within the minds and souls of others.
We must strive with all our might to
make the “new normal” a spiritually and
materially “greater normal.”
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לעילוי נשמות
פנחס בן יעקב אשר וגולדה בת ישראל דוד אייז ע״ה
עזריאל בן אריה לייב ומעניה בת יצחק שרטר ע״ה
Dedicated by Dr. Robert
Sreter DDS., M.S.

Moral v.
Political
Decisions

T

he coronavirus pandemic raised
a series of deep moral and
political issues.1 How far should
governments go in seeking to prevent
its spread? To what extent should it
restrict people’s movements at the cost
of violating their civil liberties? How far
should it go in imposing a clampdown
of businesses at the cost of driving many
of them bankrupt, rendering swathes of
the population unemployed, building up
a mountain of debt for the future and
plunging the economy into the worst
recession since the 1930s? These are just a
1
This essay was written on 11 Iyar
5780, 5 May 2020. Things will have moved
on since, but the issues raised here are of
general significance and not always fully
understood.
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few of the many heart-breaking dilemmas
that the pandemic forced on governments
and on us.
Strikingly, almost every country adopted
the same measures: social distancing
and lockdown until the incidence of
new cases had reached its peak (Sweden
was the most conspicuous exception).
Nations didn’t count the cost. Virtually
unanimously, they placed the saving of
life above all other considerations. The
economy may suffer, but life is infinitely
precious and saving it takes precedence
over all else.
This was a momentous victory for the
value first articulated in the Torah in the
Noahide covenant: “He who sheds the
blood of man, by man shall his blood be
shed, for in the image of God He created
man” (Gen. 9:6). This was the first
declaration of the principle that human
life is sacred. As the Sages put it, “Every
life is like a universe. Save a life and it is as
if you have saved a universe.”2
In the ancient world, economic
considerations took precedence over life.
Great building projects like the Tower
of Babel and the Egyptian pyramids
2

Mishnah, Sanhedrin 4: 4.

Refuah Shleima to
Tova Esther bat Leah Miriam

involved huge loss of life. Even in the 20th
century, lives were sacrificed to economic
ideology: between six and nine million
under Stalin, and between 35 and 45
million under Chinese communism. The
fact that virtually all nations, in the face of
the pandemic, chose life was a significant
victory for the Torah’s ethic of the sanctity
of life.
That said, the former Supreme Court
judge Jonathan Sumption wrote a
challenging article in which he argued
that the world, or at least Britain, had got it
wrong.3 It was overreacting. The cure may
be worse than the disease. The lockdown
amounted to subjecting the population
to house arrest, causing great distress
and giving the police unprecedented
and dangerous powers. It represented
“an interference with our lives and our
personal autonomy that is intolerable in a
free society.” The economic impact would
be devastating. “If all this is the price of
saving human life, we have to ask whether
it is worth paying.”
There are, he said, no absolute values
in public policy. As proof he cited the
fact that we allow cars, despite knowing
that they are potentially lethal weapons,
and that every year thousands of people
will be killed or maimed by them. In
public policy there are always multiple,
conflicting considerations. There are no
non-negotiable absolutes, not even the
sanctity of life.
It was a powerful and challenging piece.
3
Jonathan Sumption, ‘Coronavirus
lockdown,’ Sunday Times, 5 April 2020.
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Are we wrong to think that life is indeed
sacred? Might we be placing too high a
value on life, imposing a huge economic
burden on future generations?
I am going to suggest, oddly enough, that
there is a direct connection between this
argument and the story of Pinchas. It is
far from obvious, but it is fundamental. It
lies in the difference – philosophical and
halachic – between moral and political
decisions.4
Recall the Pinchas story. The Israelites,
having been saved by God from Bilaam’s
curses, fell headlong into the trap he
then set for them. They began consorting
with Midianite women and were soon
worshipping their gods. God’s anger
burned. He ordered the death of the
people’s leaders. A plague raged; 24,000
died. A leading Israelite, Zimri, brought a
Midianite woman, Cozbi, and cohabited
with her in full view of Moses and the
people. It was the most brazen of acts.
Pinchas took a spear and drove it through
them both. They died, and the plague
stopped.
Was Pinchas a hero or a murderer? On
the one hand, he saved countless lives: no
more people died because of the plague.
On the other hand, he could not have been
certain of that in advance. To any onlooker,
he might have seemed simply a man of
violence, caught up in the lawlessness of
the moment. The parsha of Balak ends
4
Too little has been written about
this. For one collection of essays, see
Stuart Hampshire (ed.), Public and Private
Morality, Cambridge University Press, 2012.
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with this terrible ambiguity unresolved.
Only in our parsha do we hear the answer.
God says:
“Phinchas, son of Eleazar son of Aaron
the Priest, has turned back My anger from
the Israelites by being zealous among them
on My behalf, so that I did not wipe out
the Israelite people in My zeal. Therefore
say: I am making with him My covenant
of peace.” (Num. 25:11-12)

Pinchas saw that there was
no one leading. The danger
was immense. God’s anger,
already intense, was about to
explode
God declared Pinchas a hero. He had
saved the Israelites from destruction,
showed the zeal that counterbalanced the
people’s faithlessness, and as a reward,
God made a personal covenant with him.
Pinchas did a good deed.
Halachah,
however,
dramatically
circumscribes his act in multiple ways.
First, it rules that if Zimri had turned and
killed Pinchas in self-defence, he would
be declared innocent in a court of law.5
Second, it rules that if Pinchas had killed
Zimri and Cozbi just before or after they
were engaged in cohabitation, he would
have been guilty of murder.6 Third, had
Pinchas consulted a Bet Din and asked
whether he was permitted to do what he
5
6

Sanhedrin 82a.
Sanhedrin 81b.

was proposing to do, the answer would
have been, No.7 This is one of the rare
cases where we say Halachah ve-ein morin
kein: “It is the law, but we do not make
it known.” And there are many other
conditions and reservations. The Torah
resolves the ambiguity but halachah
reinstates it. Legally speaking, Pinchas
was on very thin ice.

domain of the king), or hilchot medinah
(public policy regulations).8 Whereas
halachah is timeless, public policy tends to
be time-bound and situational (“a time to
kill and a time to heal, a time to tear down
and a time to build”).
Were we in Pinchas’ position, asking,
“Should I kill Zimri and Cozbi?” the moral
answer is an unequivocal No. They may
deserve to die; the whole nation may be
eyewitnesses to their sin; but you cannot
execute a death sentence without a duly
constituted court of law, a trial, evidence
and a judicial verdict. Killing without
due process is murder. That is why the
Talmud rules Halachah ve-ein morin kein:
if Pinchas had asked a Bet Din whether
he were permitted to act as he intended,
he would be told, No. Halachah is based
on non-negotiable moral principle, and
halachically you cannot commit murder
even to save lives.

We can only understand this by way
of a fundamental distinction between
moral decisions and political decisions.
Moral decisions are answers to the
question, “What should I do?” Usually
they are based on rules that may not be
transgressed whatever the consequences.
In Judaism, moral decisions are the
province of halachah.
Political decisions are answers to the
question, “What should we do?” where
the “we” means the nation as a whole.
They tend to involve several conflicting
considerations, and there is rarely a clearcut solution. Usually the decision will
be based on an evaluation of the likely
consequences. In Judaism this sphere
is known as mishpat melech (the legal
7

But Pinchas was not acting on moral
principle. He was making a political
decision. There were thousands dying.
The political leader, Moses, was in a
8
See especially R. Zvi Hirsch Chajes,
Torat Nevi’im, ch. 7, Din Melech Yisrael.

Sanhedrin 82a.
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highly compromised position. How could
he condemn others for consorting with
Midianite women when he himself had
a Midianite wife? Pinchas saw that there
was no one leading. The danger was
immense. God’s anger, already intense,
was about to explode. So he acted – not on
moral principle but on political calculation,
relying not on halachah but on what
would later be known as mishpat melech.
Better take two lives immediately, that
would have been later sentenced to death
by the court eventually, to save thousands
now. And he was right, as God later made
clear.
Now we can see exactly what was
ambiguous about Pinchas’ act. He was a
private individual. The question he would
normally have asked was, “What shall I
do?”, to which the answer is a moral one.
But he acted as if he were a political leader
asking, “What shall we do?” and deciding,
based on consequences, that this would
save many lives. Essentially, he acted as if
he were Moses. He saved the day and the
people. But imagine what would happen
anywhere if an ordinary member of the
public usurped the role of Head of State.
Had God not endorsed Pinchas’ action, he
would have had a very difficult time.
The difference between moral and
political decisions becomes very clear
when it comes to decisions of life and
death. The moral rule is: saving life takes
precedence over all other mitzvot except
three: incest, idolatry and murder. If a
group is surrounded by gangsters who
say, “Hand over one of you, or we will kill
you all,” they must all be prepared to die
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rather than hand over one.9 Life is sacred
and must not be sacrificed, whatever the
consequences. That is morality; that is
halachah.
However, a king of Israel was permitted,
with the consent of the Sanhedrin, to
wage a (non-defensive) war, even though
many would die as a result.10 He was
permitted to execute a non-judicial death
sentence against individuals on public
policy grounds (le-takken ha-olam kefi
mah she-ha-sha’ah tzerichah).11 In politics,
as opposed to morality, the sanctity
of life is a high value but not the only
one. What matters are consequences.
A ruler or government must act in the
long-term interests of the people. That
is why, though some will die as a result,
governments are now gradually easing
the lockdown provisions once the rate of
infection falls, to relieve distress, ease the
economic burden, and restore suspended
civil liberties.
We have moral duties as individuals,
and we make political decisions as
nations. The two are different. That is
what the story of Pinchas is about. It
also explains the tension in governments
during the pandemic. We have a moral
commitment to the sanctity of life, but we
also have a political commitment, not just
to life but also to “liberty and the pursuit
of happiness.”12 What was beautiful about
9
Tosefta Terumot 7: 20.
10
Shevuot 35b.
11
Rambam Hilchot Melakhim 3: 10.
12
The Jewish equivalent is: Life,
liberty and the pursuit of holiness.

the global response to Covid-19 was that
virtually every nation in the world put
moral considerations ahead of political
ones until the danger began to recede.
I believe that there are moral
and political decisions and they are
different. But there is a great danger
that the two may drift apart. Politics
then becomes amoral, and eventually
corrupt. That is why the institution
of prophecy was born. Prophets hold
politicians accountable to morality.
When kings act for the long-term
welfare of the nation, they are not
criticised. When they act for their own
benefit, they are.13 Likewise when they
undermine the people’s moral and
spiritual integrity.14 Salvation by zealot
– the Pinchas case – is no solution.
Politics must be as moral as possible if
a nation is to flourish in the long run.
Shabbat Shalom
Covenant and Conversation 5780 is
kindly supported by the Maurice Wohl
Charitable Foundation in memory of
Maurice and Vivienne Wohl z”l.
These weekly teachings from Rabbi Sacks
are part of the ‘Covenant & Conversation’
series on the weekly Torah reading. Read
more on www.rabbisacks.org.
13
The classic cases are Nathan and
David, 2 Samuel 12; Elijah and Ahab, 1
Kings 21.
14
The standard biblical term for this
is “They did evil in the eyes of the Lord,” an
expression that occurs more than 60 times
in Tanach.
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Faculty, OU Israel Center
THE PROPHETS
l

T

he semi-mourning period of “Bein
Ham’tzarim”, the three weeks
that precede Tish’a B’av, sets the
tone for haftarah readings of the next
few Shabbatot. Fittingly, the first of these
haftarot, the one which we read this
Shabbat, is taken from the opening perek of
Sefer Yirmiyahu, the prophet known as the
“n’vi hachurban”, the one who prophesied
of-and lived through-the destruction of the
Temple and the subsequent exile.
The selection tells of Hashem’s call
to Yirmiyahu to serve as G-d’s agent to
the people and the prophet’s reluctance
to accept that mission because, as he
himself argues, he is but a young man
and, therefore, an inexperienced orator.
After reassuring Yirmiyahu that He
would protect him, Hashem sets forth the
prophet’s mission “to uproot, to crush, to
destroy and demolish,’ referring to the
navi’s charge to warn the nation of the
punishments that await them, but also
“to build and to plant”, a reference to the
accompanying mission of comforting the
nation with the promise of a future return.
Yirmiyahu begins his service to G-d
and to the people during the reign of the
righteous king Yoshiyahu, a time of relative
peace and political stability. It was a time
that followed the flight of the powerful
Assyrian army from Yerushalayim, an
event foreseen by the navi Yishayahu, and,
26
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within five years, the discovery of a Sefer
Torah in the Bet HaMikdash, would lead
to a national teshuva movement inspired
by the King himself. It seemed as it was a
near perfect time with political stability
and high moral behavior.

These warnings are what fill
this first perek - a perek that
closes with G-d’s reassurance
But Yirmiyahu perceived how the
people’s “return” to G-d was merely
superficial and was simply a façade. It was
under these conditions that Yirmiyahu
begins his prophetic calling with the
visions of the almond branch and then the
bubbling pot facing north. Both visions
predicted that the “simmering” threat
would soon arrive from the north. But the
prophet’s condemnation of the people’s
behavior and his warnings of divine
punishment fell on deaf ears to a nation
who had just recently escaped the Assyrian
threat through Hashem’s intervention.
How then could anyone claim that G-d is
angry with them and that they are liable
for punishment?
So they ignored Yirmiyahu’s warnings.
But more than merely ignoring their
navi, the people grew to despise him. We

can only imagine today how we would feel
if a person would appear and declare that,
chas v’shalom, we would all be thrown
out of our land and our nation lose her
independence! We would first ignore
him and then get angry with him and,
eventually, revile him.
Which is what happened to Yirmiyahu.
And these warnings are what fill this
first perek - a perek that closes with G-d’s
reassurance to the prophet that He would
protect him and grant him the strength
to stand up to the Kings and princes, the
Kohanim and all the people who will
oppose him and fight against him.
Our sages, however, chose NOT to close
the haftarah with these harsh predictions
and this negative portrayal of the people.
Rather, they included the first three
p’sukim of the following chapter, perek bet.
There we read words of hope and promise
- words that are familiar to us from our
Rosh HaShana tefillot - about how Hashem
remembers us fondly when recalling
the early years, when we followed Him
faithfully through the desert. Despite the
harsh messages he will deliver to Israel,
Yirmiyahu reassures the people that G-d
still loves them and wishes their return to
Him.
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Constancy &
Consistency
וידבר משה אל ה' לאמר יפקד ה' אלקי הרוחת לכל
 אשר יצא לפניהם ואשר יבא לפניהם:בשר איש על העדה
ואשר יוציאם ואשר יביאם ולא תהיה עדת ה’ כצאן אשר
)יז-טו: (במדבר כז.אין להם רעה

A

fter Hashem confirms to Moshe
that he will not enter Eretz
Yisrael, Moshe asks that Hashem
appoint a successor to lead the nation, so
that they will not wander in the desert
like sheep without a shepherd. Hashem
immediately responds to Moshe’s request
and commands Moshe to anoint Yehoshua
to serve as the next leader of Am Yisrael.
Yehoshua is anointed, and in the following
paragraph, we are commanded to bring
the daily burnt-offering, the korban tamid.

 צו את בני ישראל ואמרת:וידבר ה' אל משה לאמר
אלהם את קרבני לחמי לאשי ריח ניחחי תשמרו להקריב
)ב-א: (כח.לי במועדו
What is the connection between Moshe
requesting a successor and the korban
tamid? Rashi suggests: HaKadosh Barukh
Hu said to him, ‘Before you command
Me concerning My children, command
My children concerning Me.’” The first
passage involves Moshe telling Hashem
what to do. It begins with a reversal of the
28
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usual: “Moshe spoke to Hashem, saying….”
According to Rashi, the next section sets
things back in their proper order, where
Hashem commands Moshe. Still, we can
ask why the korban tamid, of all mitzvot,
emphasizes this?
The Mishkan Betzalel offers a beautiful
explanation linking these two seemingly
distinct directives. A leader, like a king, is
totally committed to his people, constantly
acting on their behalf. There is no personal
time for a king, no moment when he is free
from responsibility. He is on duty 24/7.
Moshe’s request of HaKadosh Barukh Hu
was that He appoint a leader who is like
a king, like a shepherd. Just like sheep
cannot be abandoned for a moment, so
too, Bnei Yisrael cannot be abandoned for
a moment.
HaKadosh Barukh Hu replies to Moshe:
You are asking that Bnei Yisrael have a
constant leader? You are asking Me to
do something constant? Tell them to do
something constant for Me. The korban
tamid is offered twice daily. Please have
Bnei Yisrael offer a daily sacrifice to show
they are constantly connected to Me. If
Bnei Yisrael do that for me, I will provide
them with a leader that will care for them.
The introduction to Ein Yaakov cites a
midrash that records a three-way dispute
among tanna’im. They argue over which

pasuk of the Torah is most comprehensive
and all-inclusive. Ben Zoma suggests the
pasuk of “Shema Yisrael”. Ben Nanas
suggests, “Love your neighbor as yourself.”
But then Ben Pazi suggests a pasuk that
describes the korban tamid: “One lamb you
shall offer in the morning, and the second
lamb offer in the afternoon.” The dispute
is then resolved in favor of Ben Pazi.
This is somewhat puzzling. It is easy
to understand why Shema would be
suggested, as it was the last words uttered
by several martyrs throughout Jewish
history. It is quite easy to understand why
“ve-ahavta le-le’akha kamokha” would be
suggested, as it encompasses the essence
of interpersonal mitzvot. The third pasuk,
about the korban tamid, seems to pale
next to the first two choices – let alone be
declared superior?
The significance of the korban tamid,
as its name implies, lies in its constancy
and consistency. It is the same sacrifice
that we offer each morning and evening.
It symbolizes the way we are to approach
our avodas Hashem. Indeed – Shacharis
and Mincha were instituted based on the
korban tamid. We cannot have an attitude
of, “Oh I davened or learned yesterday, let
me take a break today.” We must act in a
consistent, persistent, and unrelenting
manner. If we serve God with consistency,
He will provide us with the constant
supervision and guidance of devoted and
dedicated leaders.
May we be able to serve Hashem
constantly, yet always with the excitement
and enthusiasm as though it were new.
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An
Extraordinary
Woman

W

e are all familiar with the
legendary Eliyahu Hanavi who
never dies and has appeared
to people throughout all eras. However,
there is a woman who embodies many
of the same characteristics as Eliyahu
Hanavi who also spans the generations
but is far less known. We first meet this
woman, Serach the stepdaughter of Asher,
in the counting of those who came down to
Egypt. She is also listed among those who
entered the Land of Israel. The Gemara
in derech eretz zuta counts her among the
select few who never die; who entered the
Garden of Eden alive. What makes her so
special? What is her strength?

The key to understanding this
extraordinary
woman
is
through
examining the words she uses to describe
herself. In Shmuel bet, chapter 20, we read
the story of Sheva ben Bichri’s rebellion
against Dovid Hamelech, immediately
following the rebellion of Avshalom.
Sheva ben Bichri takes refuge in the city
of Avela bet Maacha. Dovid’s general Yoav
and his troops surround the city to destroy
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it completely at which point a woman
calls to Yoav to speak with him before he
begins his attack on the city. She chastises
him for not first asking if the city would
be willing to surrender, as is explicitly
stated in the Torah. She describes herself
as “Shelumei Emunei Yisrael”, the one
who is whole and faithful in Israel. The
Navi then informs us that she used her
wisdom to convince the city to kill and
hand over Sheva, thus saving the entire
city from destruction. The Midrash notes
that she used an ingenious tactic to
persuade her fellow townspeople. She
first told them that Yoav wanted a large
amount of people from the city, which
they refused. She came back with a lower
amount which they also refused. After a
number of times she told them that she
negotiated with Yoav to accept just one
person, to which they readily agreed.

She is greatly rewarded for
creating this state of peace in
Yakov
Chazal give us an insight into her
description “Shelumei Emunei Yisrael”.
They note that Serach bat Asher was one
who connected loyal people together
and created peace. She is also one who
created greater emunah, faith among the

people. We find in the Midrash a number
of places that Serach played this crucial
role. The first, the Midrash notes, is that
it was Serach who played her harp to
gently tell Yakov Avinu that Yosef Hatzadik
was alive. As a reward for restoring “life”
in Yakov Avinu, he promises her long life.
Just as we are told Yakov Avinu never dies,
she as well entered Gan Eden alive. She is
greatly rewarded for creating this state of
peace in Yakov, and reestablishing peace
in the whole family. Before Yakov Avinu
dies, he tells Yosef Hatzadik the magic
words — Pakod Yifkod —that the future
redeemer will say. This formula was
given over to Serach who was able to tell
the elders that indeed Moshe Rabbeinu
was the redeemer. It was only when they
heard this confirmation that the Torah
tells us “vayamen ha’am”, the people
believed.
Serach is counted among the 22
righteous women in Tanach. The Midrash
Yalkut Shimoni ascribes the passuk
“Piha patcha bechachma” to her for her
brilliance in saving an entire city in Israel.
She is truly a model for us to develop
these noble traits as we strive to create
peace and love in all our surroundings.
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Nothing But
The Truth

R

av Avraham Yeshaya Karelitz, zt’l,
the famed Chazon Ish, was one of
the most influential and respected
Torah sages of the last hundred years,
and was considered a Gadol haDor. An
unparalleled scholar and tzadik, his
halachic opinions and Torah perspectives
have played a major role in shaping the
face of Yiddishkeit today.
There was a regular, daily Mincha
Gedola minyan in the home of the Chazon
Ish, attended by a group of Talmidei
Chachamim of note. One day, they had a
hard time finding ten men to complete the
minyan, and the minyan was delayed, the
hour growing late, until a tsenter, a tenth
man finally came in. Noticing the time, Rav
Shmuel Greineman zt’l, the Chazon Ish’s
brother-in-law and a respected gaon in
his own right, was faced with a dilemma.
He turned to the Chazon Ish and asked, “I
made an appointment with someone at
my home at this hour. What should I do?
Stay here until we finish davening, or go
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home to be on time for my guest?
The Chazon Ish answered definitively:
“That is not a question for someone who
clings to the midah of emes, the attribute
of truth.” That day, there was no Mincha
minyan in the home of the Chazon Ish.

TORAS EMES
Our sedra begins with Pinchas, a
descendant of Aharon haKohen and the
protagonist and namesake of our sedra,
being rewarded by Hashem for his act of
zealotry and praised for his unwavering
and unpopular commitment to absolute
truth. In recognition of the unilateral stand
Pinchas takes against the public moral
unravelling taking place in Klal Yisrael,
Hashem grants him a covenant of peace
and priesthood.
Regarding Pinchas, the Navi Malachi
articulates the words of Hashem: “My
covenant was with him, hachayim
v’hashalom, life and peace… Toras Emes,
true teaching was in his mouth, and
injustice was not found on his lips. In
peace and equity he went with Me, v’rabim
heishiv me’avon — and he brought many
back from iniquity”(2:5-6)
The Shelah haKadosh, Rebbe Yeshaya
Horowitz zy’a, expounds on the way
the Navi describes the actions and

accomplishments of Pinchas in restoring
propriety to the community and ‘bringing
back many from iniquity’. Specifically,
when we engage in inappropriate
behavior and make choices that are not in
sync with Torah values, our wrongdoing
is not simply asur or ‘forbidden’, it is also
‘false’, as it does not express the ‘real me’.
Avon, ‘iniquity’, is rooted in choosing the
temporal over the eternal, indulging an
impulse or desire that does not represent
who I really am. Sin is choosing falsehood
over truth.
Pinchas is described by the Navi as
having “Toras Emes” issuing forth from
his mouth. A recognition of emes is the
very root of meaningful religious belief
and practice. While we may waver in
our observance, make poor choices and
experience ups and downs in our religious
life, when we strive to live with the
attribute of truth, our lives are rooted in
a deep understanding of what is right and
wrong, what is real.

FOR
SALE
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KORETZ ZY’A
The tzadik Rebbe Pinchas of Koretz zy’a
was a contemporary and friend of the Baal
Shem Tov, a member of the Baal Shem
Tov’s inner circle. A brilliant, humble,
fierce individualist, Reb Pinchas was
widely respected as being unequivocally
emesdik, truthful. Reb Pinchas told his
friend and student Reb Shneur Zalman,
who would become the Alter Rebbe zy’a,
that he had worked on the midah of
emes for twenty one years: seven years
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on recognizing the essence of falsehood,
another seven years on distancing
himself from any hint of falsehood, and
yet another seven years toiling to acquire
the attribute of truth.
Reb Pinchas once asked Reb Dov Ber,
the Maggid of Mezritch, why so many
chassidim and followers flocked to
Mezritch, while only a select few came to
learn from himself. The Maggid replied,
“We know that there are years when
the parshiyot of Chukat and Balak are
together, and so are the parshiyot of Matot
and Maasei. Parshat Pinchas, however,
is always separate, and is always read on
its own. Like you, Pinchas was zealous
and absolutely uncompromising in his
demand for truth. Therefore, you have few

SHIUR SPONSORS
Rabbi Adler’s shiur (Sunday, July 5) - was
sponsored by Shimshon Granek in
loving memory of his mother
 שרה רבקה בת שמחה ע”הher Yahrzeit was י”ג תמוז
Rebbetzin Pearl Borow’s shiur (Monday, July 6)
was sponsored by Terry and Aaron Friedman for a
Mazel Tov on the Rebbetzin’s Birthday and the new
addition to the family!
Pearl Borow’s navi class (Monday, July 13)
is sponsored  לע”נSora Simcha
(Sharon Andelman Bromberg) bat Malka and
Chenoch Yaakov Andelman a”h on her 7th yahrzeit
on  כ’ תמוזby Dov and Elayne Greenstone
Rabbi Goldscheider’s parsha class
(Monday, July 13) is sponsored  לע”נSora Simcha
(Sharon Andelman Bromberg) bat Malka and
Chenoch Yaakov Andelman a”h on her 7th yahrzeit
on  כ’ תמוזby Dov and Elayne Greenstone
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followers and must stand on your own.”

FINAL REDEMPTION
Parshat Pinchas begins the period of
Bein haMeitzarim, national mourning
over the destruction of our Holy City, loss
of our Beit haMikdash and our descent
into exile. Yirmiyahu haNavi frames the
period of the Churban as a time when
we lacked integrity, and he cried out in
the name of G-d: “Roam the streets of
Jerusalem, search its squares. Look about
and take note: you will not find a man!
There is none who acts justly, who seeks
integrity, that I should pardon her.” (5:1)
Our exile came about through collusion
with ‘falsehood’.
The difference between the words
golah, exile, and ge’ulah, redemption, is
that there is a letter alef in ge’ulah. Alef
stands for emes. Speaking of the coming
Final Redemption, Hashem says, “I will
return to Zion, and I will dwell in the midst
of Yerushalayim; v’nikrah Yerushalayim
Ir haEmes — and Jerusalem shall be
called the City of Truth...” (Zechariah
8:3). The Gemara (Berachot, 58a) refers
to Yerushalayim as ‘the embodiment of
Netzach, ‘that which is eternal’, for only
that which is true, is eternal.
May our pursuit of truth and living
with the midah of emes join us with other
like-minded seekers, and may we be
blessed to daven and celebrate together
in the rebuilt Yerushalayim, “PeaceWill-Be-Seen”, the eternal City of Truth,
Bimeheirah.
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SIMCHAT SHMUEL

BY RABBI SAM SHOR

Program Director, OU Israel Center

A

s all of Klal Yisrael has begun to
cautiously return to our shuls,
I’d like to reflect on the familiar
words of:
Ma
Tovu
Ohalecha
Yaakov,
Mishkenotecha Yisrael - How good are
your tents, Jacob, your dwelling places,
Yisrael...
These words which we recite each and
every morning upon entering our Batei
Knesset, were of course originally uttered
by Bilaam HaRasha, when he intended
initially to curse the Jewish People, and
Hashem, caused these words of blessing
to flow forth from his mouth instead.
What exactly is the significance of this
statement - How good are your tents,
Jacob, your dwelling places, Yisrael?
The Netivot Shalom, the Slonimer
Rebbe zy’a, points out that as Bilaam
was about to curse the Jewish People as
a whole, the words uttered are uttered

in the singular- Ohalecha Yaakov - Your
(singular) tents Jacob, Mishkenotecha
your (singular) dwelling places Yisrael.
What served to protect Am Yisrael from
Bilaam, and any other who might seek
to harm us, is Achdut. When the Jewish
People are united, as one singular entity,
we are protected from each and every
Bilaam, who might seek to harm us.
Rav Kook,zt’l, offers a different insight
regarding the significance of this verse.
Rav Kook points out that an ohel - a tent,
is a specific type of mishkan - dwelling
place. We as Jews, explains Rav Kook,
should always perceive ourselves as if
we are dwelling in an Ohel, a tent. A tent
is a dwelling place, providing shelter for
those who are on a journey. Rav Kook
explains that each of us should view
ourselves as if we are on a journey,
moving forward in growth, striving to
come closer to the Ribono Shel Olam, and
not chas v’shalom, remaining stagnant,
settled and stuck in one place. Each of
us must learn the goodness of what it
means to dwell in tents, to continue to
move forward, to journey on, to grow in
our Avodat Hashem.
Yehi Ratzon, may we merit to heed
these powerful messages encrypted in
this familiar pasuk, and may we indeed
move forward, journeying together,
united as one.
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SAVE THE DATE

VIRTUAL Rosh Chodesh Av Women’s Learning Seminar
Wednesday, July 22, Av 1, 9:00AM - 1:00PM
Women Reaching Higher

In
In loving
loving memory
memory of
of Mrs.
Mrs. Linda
Linda Pruwer-Brachfeld
Pruwer-Brachfeld a”h
a”h
הלל
יוסף הלל
ר’ יוסף
’בת ר
סאשא בת
חיה סאשא
מרת חיה
מרת

Free of
charge

Focusing on the Beit HaMikdash
Including a multimedia presentation
from Machon HaMikdash
For detailed schedule of speakers
www.ouisrael.org/av2020
Join us at https://zoom.us/j/84885928072
22 KEREN HAYESOD ST., YERUSHALAYIM

l

REGISTER ONLINE AT: WWW.OUISRAEL.ORG/AV2020
OU ISRAEL CENTER
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Linking our Lives2gether
for active single Olim, ages 60-75

Presents a new weekly get-together:

SUNDAYS AT 7:00PM

Each week, a different subject will be
presented by our members and guests.
Join us for a virtual night out.
For Zoom address and password contact

Chana Spivack

cspivack@ouisrael.org or
050-229-4951
22 KEREN HAYESOD, YERUSHALAYIM

l

02-560-9110

l

WWW.OUISRAEL.ORG

A CALL TO JERUSALEM RESIDENTS!
We want to hear your voices!

Help us improve the post-Aliyah experience for Olim and make a difference.
Please fill out the survey online if you are:
Between the ages of 20 and 60 and made Aliyah to Jerusalem in the last 10 years
Enter your email for the raffle to win an Apple iPad or a dinner for two
https://forms.gle/SkY8PGAK2FmfNB6R9

This survey is being
conducted by the
Jerusalem Institute of
Policy Research & the
Jerusalem Olim Center

OU ISRAEL CENTER
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l

02-5609110

l

WWW.OUISRAEL.ORG

Women Reaching Higher

MOTHER-DAUGHTER
MOVIE “NIGHT OUT”
SPECIAL FOR THE THREE WEEKS:
FOCUS ON AHAVAT CHINAM
SUNDAY, JULY 12, 7:30PM
Girls aged 10-16 and their mothers are invited to
watch the movie “Mali” about how a girl with ASD
is gradually accepted by her peers.
With a discussion about accepting differences,
facilitated by psychologist

DR. SARAH LEVY

https://zoom.us/j/89049875401

LIKE US ON
FACEBOOK

WATCH US ON
YOU TUBE

The Women’s Performance Community of Jerusalem & OU Israel L’Ayla present

FROM MOSCOW WITH LOVE
A one-of-a-kind online event
WEDNESDAY, JULY 15, 8:00 PM

Women Reaching Higher

Please join us as Natalia Mikunis and Emilia Litman, a motherdaughter duo living in Moscow, give us an exclusive review of
a segment of Soviet Jewish history from the Moscow
Jewish Museum and a look at Jewish life in the
Soviet Union before and after Stalin.

FOR WOMEN
ONLY

NATALIA MIKUNIS

A link will be posted on Facebook
on the day of the event, at:
Facebook.com/wpcjerusalem
or Facebook.com/OUIsrael
OU ISRAEL CENTER

l

22 KEREN HAYESOD, YERUSHALAYIM

EMILIA LITMAN

l

WWW.OUISRAEL.ORG
OU ISRAEL CENTER
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The OU Israel VIRTUAL Center-Online and
SUN, JULY 12
9:00 AM

9:15 AM

Tehillim – Divine Poetry
https://zoom.
us/j/92253147141

Sefer Daniel (L’Ayla)
https://zoom.us/j/144986284

Rabbi David Walk

10:15 AM

Rabbi Aharon Adler

https://zoom.us/j/403831319

11:30 AM

Rabbi Yitzchak Breitowitz
Mishlei: Wisdom for Life
(L’Ayla). https://us02web.
zoom.us/j/82280847618

2:00 PM

Rabbi Jeffrey Bienenfeld

Men’s Gemara Chabura
https://zoom.us/j/887981820

Mrs. Pearl Borow

10:30 AM

Rabbi Aaron Goldscheider
Chasidut on the Parsha
https://zoom.us/j/700303855

11:45 AM

Rabbi Shmuel Herschler

Ethics, Family and Society
in the writings of
Rav Hirsch, Rav Kook
and Rav Soloveitchik
https://zoom.us/j/81925157325

5:00 PM

Rabbi Shmuel Goldin

Parshat HaShavua
https://zoom.us/j/195174554

Special Event

7:00 PM

Mother-Daughter Movie
“Night Out”
With a discussion about
accepting differences,
facilitated by
Dr. Sarah Levy.
https://zoom.
us/j/89049875401

Parshat HaShavua
https://zoom.us/j/888974573

7:30 PM (L’Ayla)

TUE, JULY 14

MON, JULY 13

Rabbi Baruch Taub

9:00 AM

Rabbi Yitzchak
Breitowitz

Minchat Chinuch. https://
zoom.us/j/89983298537

10:30 AM

Rabbi Avi Herzog

Sefer HaKuzari
https://us02web.zoom.
us/j/84083193142

2:00 PM

Rabbi Jeffrey
Bienenfeld

Men’s Gemara Chabura
https://zoom.
us/j/887981820

5:00 PM

Mrs. Sylvie Schatz

(L’Ayla)
The 13 Attributes: From
Moshe to Micha
https://zoom.
us/j/85177782268

9:00 PM

Rabbi Sam Shor

Penimiut HaTorah- Inspiration
from the Masters of Jewish
Thought
facebook.com/OUIsrael

Archived recordings of shiurim: https://www.ouisrael.org/video-library/
40
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MISSED A CLASS?

You can watch the
recording at
www.ouisrael.org/
video-library

Digital Shiurim
WED, JULY 15

THURS, JULY 16

9:00 AM

10:15 AM

Halacha and Medina
https://zoom.us/j/6878683646

Parshat HaShavua
https://zoom.
us/j/615813416

Rabbi Shimshon Nadel

10:15 AM

Rabbi Anthony Manning

Contemporary Issues in Halacha
and Hashkafa. https://zoom.
us/j/460662359

11:30 AM

Rabbi Alan Kimche

Great Jewish Thinkers
https://zoom.us/j/772450422

7:00 PM

Rabbi Baruch Taub Halacha
https://zoom.us/j/709706986

8:30 PM

Rabbi Ezra Friedman

Practical Kashrut
https://zoom.us/j/698124792

Special Event
8:00 PM

*FROM MOSCOW WITH
LOVE* (L’Ayla and WPCJ)
Join us for an exclusive
review of Soviet Jewish
history and Jewish life
today in the Soviet Union
Facebook.com/OUIsrael

WATCH US ON
YOU TUBE

Rabbi Baruch Taub

11:30 AM

Rabbi Shai
Finkelstein

Unlocking the
Messages of Chazal
https://zoom.
us/j/488542635

2:00 PM

Rabbi Jeffrey
Bienenfeld

Men’s Gemara Chabura
https://zoom.
us/j/887981820

8:00 PM

Rabbi Ari Kahn

Parshat HaShavua
https://zoom.
us/j/2624570009

*L’AYLA CLASSES
ARE FOR
WOMEN ONLY

LIKE US ON
FACEBOOK

OU ISRAEL CENTER
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OU KASHRUT
RABBI EZRA FRIEDMAN
PAGE BY
Director, The Gustave & Carol Jacobs Center
for Kashrut Education

Tevilat Keilim
for Plated
Utensils,
Porcelain and
China

T

he biblical mitzvah of immersing
utensils only pertains to metal
objects, as described in Bamidbar
31:23. Wood, bone, and stone utensils are
exempt from immersion. The Gemara
(Avodah Zara 75B) notes that our sages
added glass as a compound requiring
immersion. The requirement to immerse
glass is rabbinic. In today’s market many
utensils are made from multiple elements
and therefore a more in depth analysis of
the laws of immersion is required. The
Gemara (Ibid) sheds light on this issue,
with practical application for plated
utensils as well as other modern day
porcelain and china dishes.
The Gemara describes a utensil called
a kunaya, a type of pot or dish that is
made from earthenware and plated with
metal on the inside. One opinion in the
Gemara requires immersion for a kunaya,
while the other opinion exempts. The
42
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conclusion of the Talmud is that a plated
utensil requires immersion.
Early authorities debate what the final
ruling is. Tosfot maintains that a ceramic
dish would only require immersion
when plated with metal on the inside, as
the food directly comes in contact with
the metal. The Raviah understands the
Gemara differently. He rules that even if
the utensil is plated with metal only on the
outside, immersion would be required,
as plated metal becomes an important
element of the utensil. The Issur V’Heter
requires immersion whether the utensil
is plated on the exterior or interior.
However, a blessing is only recited when
both sides are plated. The Shulchan Aruch
(YD 120:1) cites the opinion of Tosfot
that only materials plated on the inside
require immersion, while the Rema (Ibid)
brings the Issur V’Heter as his ruling.
The accepted custom is to immerse
metal plated utensils without a bracha
if they are plated on the interior or the
exterior of the utensil. However, if they
are plated on both sides, a bracha is
required (Pri Chadash 120:7).
Porcelain and china (bone or other
type) are both a form of earthenware and
are commonly used for nicer occasions.
These types of dishes are almost always
glazed with a layer of glass. Would the

The OU Israel Gustave & Carol Jacobs Center for Kashrut Education was created to raise awareness
and educate the public in all areas of Kashrut in Israel. Rabbi Ezra Friedman, a Rabbinic Field
Representative for the OU is the Center's director.

glass coating require immersion?
The Sheilat Yavetz (See Pitchei Teshuva
120:2) exempted porcelain dishes from
immersion altogether. However, it is very
likely that he was discussing porcelain
that had no glass finish (see The Kosher
Kitchen by Rav Binyomin Forst, appendix
C, for a detailed discussion regarding this
issue.)

Without the glazed finish,
people would refrain from
eating out of a regular clay
dish
The opinion exempting porcelain dishes
from immersion is based on the fact that
the glass glaze is merely ornamental.
Others claim that the glaze is so thin that
it does not compare to the plated utensils
discussed in the Gemara and early
authorities (See Igrot Moshe YD 2:46). In
some instances of the glazing process,
the glaze partially melts into the dish and
becomes incorporated into the dish itself.

The opinions that require immersion
for glazed china and porcelain note that
the purpose of the glass coating is not
merely ornamental. Rather, the glaze is an
important part of the dish, as it provides
a hard surface to protect the food and to
aid in the cleaning process (see The Kosher
Kitchen p.532). According to others, even
if the purpose is merely ornamental, it
still requires immersion (see Sefer Tevilat
Keilim 1:7). An additional claim is that
without the glazed finish, people would
refrain from eating out of a regular clay
dish. According to this view, the glaze no
matter how thin, is a “makeh bepatish”
(a finishing act), making it an essential
component of the dish which therefore
requires immersion.
There is a consensus among modern
authorities to immerse china and porcelain
without a bracha (Melamed L’Hoil YD 47,
Aruch Hashulchan YD 120:29).
Regarding caterers and restaurants,
OU policy is to recommend to immerse
china and porcelain utensils whenever
possible.

Kashrut Questions in Israel?
Call or Whatsapp Rabbi Friedman at
050-200-4432
OU ISRAEL CENTER
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RABBI AARON Editor, Torah Tidbits
GOLDSCHEIDER

Healing
By Way of
Humility

W

hen the illustrious Avraham
Dov Auerbach, the Rebbe of
Avritch (1765-1840) took leave
from his followers to fulfill his lifelong
dream of living in Eretz Yisrael one of his
chassidim approached him and asked,
“Who should we draw close to from now
on? The Rebbe lovingly answered: “It
says in the Torah – Ubo tidbak – that you
should attach yourselves to Hashem. The
Sages ask how we can attach ourselves to
Hashem? They answered that we should
attach ourselves to His attributes and
emulate them: Just as He is merciful and
kind so should we be merciful and kind
etc. This teaches us that to emulate the
ways and character of another is to be
truly attached to that person.”
The Rebbe continued, “I have tried to
refine my middot since the days of my
youth until this very day. So too, you
should see to it to emulate and copy my
attributes and character. In this way you
will be truly connected with me, as if
‘face to face.’... and these are the three
attributes that I have been carefully
44
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safeguarding against my entire life:
Lashon Hara – slander, Sheker – speaking
falsehood, Gasut Ruach – arrogance and
vanity. Therefore see to it that you also
accustom yourselves to safeguard and
attach yourself to my middot and then you
too shall be attached to me and we will
be connected always.” (Sefer Bat Ayin, Oz
Ve’Hadar Edition, Introduction)
In the Rebbe of Avritch’s brilliant
work on the weekly parsha, Bat Ayin,
he consistently underscores these traits.
Most notably the Rebbe emphasizes the
midah of humility. His profound insight
on Parshat Pinchas is no exception.
()ספר בת עין פרשת פנחס ד"ה וידבר ה' אל משה
The parsha opens celebrating Pinchas’
stirring heroism. At an explosive hour he
springs into action. His decisive decision
to take the lives of Zimri and Cozbi brings
to a halt the horrendous plague ravaging
the nation. The pasuk states that Pinchas’
exceptional kanaut, zealotry, was the key
to turning the tide.
The illustrious Avritcher Rebbe perceives
another dimension at play. Namely,
Pinchas’ deep humility and selflessness.
When throngs of Israelites were
engaged in lewd behavior, Pinchas was
sitting at the feet of his beloved teacher
Moshe (Talmud Sanhedrin 82b). “Pinchas

the son of Elazar...saw…” (Bemidbar 25:6).
The Talmud explains that “seeing’’ in this
context was an act of comprehension
rather than a visual sighting (Ibid). When
made aware of this incident involving
Zimri and Cozbi, he recalled a ruling in
Jewish law. Pinchas then said to Moshe,
“Did you not teach me on your descent
from Mount Sinai regarding one who
cohabits with a Cuthean woman - zealots
may kill him?” Moshe responds to him
and adjures that he should be the agent to
carry out this act.

Although Pinchas knew full
well he would likely be judged
harshly by his peers, even
humiliated for the remainder
of his life, he was determined
to come to their aid
The Gemara offers yet another
interpretation of what Pinchas “saw”:
“Pinchas saw that the Angel of Death had
come and sowed destruction among the
people” He realized that immediate action
was required. The Torah relates, “...and
he arose from amid the assembly and
took a spear in his hand…” he couldn’t
bear to see the suffering of his brethren.
He went and slew Zimri to stop the plague
(Ibid).
Both of these Talmudic interpretations
plainly suggest that Pinchas acted
judicially, with caution, and, moreover,
his sole concern was the welfare of others.

Pinchas was also keenly aware that
as a result of his actions he would likely
be shunned by his peers. Indeed, this
is exactly what happened. Rashi fills in
the details: “The men of the tribes were
ridiculing him, saying, have you seen
the son of Puti (they called Pinchas “ben
Puti” in reference to the fact that he was
maternal grandson of Yitro, who had
been a priest in the service of idolatry),
whose mother’s father stuffed calves in
honor of idol worship, and yet he had
the audacity to eliminate a Jewish tribal
prince?” Apparently, there were those
who were convinced that his ability to
act in this way could only have been
inherited from his mother’s idolatrous
family (Rashi, Bemidbar 25:11). Although
Pinchas knew full well he would likely
be judged harshly by his peers, even
humiliated for the remainder of his life,
he was determined to come to their aid.
Additionally, we should duly note that
Pinchas jeopardized, arguably his most
precious asset. Namely, the opportunity
to serve as a Kohen. A Kohen who kills
is disqualified from the privileges of
kehunah and forfeits all the honors that
are due to one who dons the mantle of
priesthood. Pinchas is willing to give all
of this up for the sake of saving others.
He places the well being of others before
his own. This is the precise definition of
humility.
***

יש
ׁ ֵיהם ֵאת ִא
ֶ ת־שנ
ְׁ ׂ ָר ֵאל ַו ּי ְִדקֹר ֶא
יש־ ִי ְש
ׁ ַוָּיבֹא ַא ַחר ִֽא
ֵפה ֵמ ַעל ְּבנֵי
ָ ַת ָע ַצר ַה ַּמ ּג
ֵּֽ ל־ק ָב ָת ּה ו
ֳ ׁשה ֶא
ָּ ת־ה ִא
ָ ְא
ֶ ׂ ָר ֵאל ו
ִי ְש
)ח:ׂ ָר ֵֽאל׃(במדבר כ”ה
ִי ְש
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The Avritcher Rebbe pinpoints this
one pasuk which discloses Pinchas’ true
intent. Pinchas enters the inner chamber
where the illicit act was transpiring.
“And he walked in after the man of
Israel, ‘achar ish Yisrael’, he did not place
himself above the other individual, he
actually placed himself to be deferential
to the other individual.
The next words in the verse el hakuba,
הקבה
ָֹ ֹֻ ַ  ֶאל, ‘to the inner chamber’, can also
be read as הקב"ה- the Holy One blessed be
He. His act was in service to the Almighty.
The next phrase in the verse is “and he
thrust both of them through”; the simple
meaning refers of course to the two
individuals. However if that is the case
then why do we need the next phrase,
“the man of Israel and the woman”? The
Rebbe boldly suggested that the phrase
“he thrust both of them through” hints
to the relationship between HKB”H and
his people. Pinchas was successful in
reinstating the kedusha and bracha in the
nation that had been tarnished due the
people’s sinful behavior.
The pasuk continues: “...and the plague
was stayed from the children of Israel.”
What brought the dreadful punishment
to a halt? In the Rebbe’s opinion, God
witnessed the selflessness of Pinchas. The
nation did as well. So many among the
nation who brazenly and arrogantly had
rejected God’s word, were now moved
by the actions of Pinchas. They were
inspired to regain their own self respect
and return.
The Avrticher Rebbe goes on to identify
46
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subtle examples within the text that hint
to Pinchas’ true nature. The name of
Pinchas is spelled with a letter yud, in its
full form. The smallest letter included
in his name alludes to humility. Second,
he takes a romach ( )רמחin his hand (an
unusual choice of word for ‘a spear’).
This is an allusion to the 248 words in
the prayer of the Shema, when we accept
upon ourselves the yoke of Heaven.
Additionally, that same number, 248,
equals the gematria of Avraham, a model
of modesty, who exclaimed “I am merely
dust and ashes” (Bereshit 18:27).

He humbly and self effacingly
acted on behalf of God, Moshe
and his beloved people
The Rebbe posits that even after Pinchas
and the nation recognize that his heroic
actions were responsible for stemming
the plague, Pinchas remains humble.
His ego could easily have been inflated,
realizing his astounding accomplishment.
He is a man of exquisite modesty. For
this reason as well, Pinchas is deserving
of God’s loftiest praise - “everlasting
priesthood and peace.”
Throughout his book of Tehillim,
King David recalls past events in Jewish
history. When citing the story of Pinchas,
King David addresses the cure to halting
the plague from taking any more lives:

ֵפה׃
ָֽ ַת ָע ַצר ַה ַּמ ּג
ֵּ ְפ ֵּלל ו
ַ ַעמֹד ִּֽפינְ ָחס ַוי
ֲ ַו ּי
“And Pinchas stood and prayed and the
plague came to a stop.” (106:30) Strkingly,

the answer he offered was not Pinchas’
zealotry but rather his prayers.
An eminent contemporary teacher of
chassidut, Rabbi Moshe Wolfson shlit”a,
points out that the pasuk does not use
the word ויתפלל, vayitpalel, rather it says
ויפלל, va’yephalel. The term ‘vayitpalel’ is
the reflexive form, which means that one
is praying for oneself and with one’s own
needs in mind. Va’yephalel, is suggestive
of the notion that it was a prayer that had
no selfless motive. It was purely a prayer
intended to help the thousands who were
dying and assuage God’s anger. (Heard
from Rav Zev Reichman who heard it
from his Rebbe, HaRav Wolfson)
The portrait of Pinchas we now conjure
up in our mind is not of a warrior or
man brandishing his bravado. He never
intended to impress or to intimidate.
Quite the contrary. He humbly and self
effacingly acted on behalf of God, Moshe
and his beloved people. His intentions
were with utmost sincerity. Simply
put, he longed to reestablish harmony
between the parties who ostensibly were
heading in separate directions: He made
peace between Hakadosh Baruch Hu and
Am Yisrael.
The Sages of the Mishnah lavish praise
on one who engages in reestablishing
peace
and
helping
to
achieve
reconciliation where there is dissent.
”These are the things whose fruit we eat
in this world but whose full reward awaits
us in the World to Come...and bringing
peace between people ‘’ (Talmud Shabbat
127a). Pinchas does even more. The near

impossible. He reestablishes harmony
not between people, but between the
Holy One and His people.
Parshat Pinchas opens with the Almighty
himself bestowing blessing on Pinchas;
the blessing of Shalom, peace. The Talmud
states the tradition that the letter vav that
appears in the word shalom is severed,
known as a ‘vav katia’ (Kiddushin 66b).
This custom is maintained still today in
our sifrei Torah. It is the only example
of a letter that is required to be written
‘defectively’.
Pinchas is rewarded with the crown
of peace (shalom). Since the letter vav is
not written fully, the Talmud says that
the word means shalem, שלם, ‘whole’. In
other words, one might suggest that the
symbol of the broken letter hints to the
trait of a contrite heart, humility, which
brings shalom, peace, and wholeness.
Although Pinchas is often referred to
as a zealot, in truth, his zealotry was only
external. His core motivation stemmed
from his compassion and was activated
by his remarkable selflessness.
The Avritcher Rebbe’s message to his
chassidim was to constantly pursue the
path of humility. In so doing, kedusha,
‘holiness’, and bracha, ‘blessing’, fill our
lives which in turn offer us true wholeness
(shleimut) and inner-peace (shalom).

OU ISRAEL CENTER
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DIVREI MENACHEM

BY MENACHEM PERSOFF

Special Projects Consultant, OU Israel Center
mpersoff@ou.org

Wherefore
Our Passion?

mistress before the entire Jewish people,
Zimri tried to demonstrate that Gentiles
could be raised to the spiritual level of
Jews.

T

Following the Midrash, one of the
meanings of the name Shimon is “Sham
Avon,” meaning that ‘There [in him] is
sin.’ This interpretation, perhaps, leads us
to focus on Shimon’s dark side: The one
brother who is jealous of Yosef and on
account of his zealous nature is the one
who seeks Yosef’s death. He is the one
who, with Levi, redeems Dina’s honor
in the unbridled, angry, and vengeful
massacre of the male citizens of Shechem.

he passion that was displayed by
Zimri, the prince of the tribe of
Shimon, leads us to consider the
source of his seemingly unbridled lust.
How could a leader of a tribe so brazenly
consort with a Midianite Princess in full
view of Moshe and Aharon, standing
mortified at the entrance of the Tent of
Meeting?
So who is Zimri? The rabbis identify him
with Shlumiel, the son of Tzurishaddai,
one of the princes “of their ancestral
houses and leaders of Israel’s thousands.”
Rabbi U. Milevsky maintains that the name
Shlumiel, intimating God’s perfection,
describes Zimri’s dissenting philosophy.
Zimri could not accept that mankind
could reach perfection as long as there
remained religious differences between
nations. By bringing his Midianite
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Shimon was absorbed mainly
into the larger, more powerful
tribes of Judah
In this latter case, Shimon is seen

as protecting the honor of the family.
Nevertheless, Ya’akov, on his deathbed,
chooses to bring Shimon and Levi to
account: “For when angry, they slay
men…I will divide them in Ya’akov [and]
scatter them in Israel.”
For Ya’akov, Shimon and Levi, “Are
a pair.” However, their respective
descendants,
Zimri
and
Pinchas,
eventually
part
ways.
Ironically,
although both tribes are characterized
by zealousness, it is Pinchas of the tribe
of Levi who will slay the Shimonite Zimri
in the act of what Hashem declares was
zealousness “for My sake.” In this context,
Tamar Weisman notes wisely that the
attribute of zealousness is a powerful
tool if used correctly – but deadly if
misemployed.

Both tribes, Levi and Shimon, were
indeed scattered. The Levites, however,
merited their own cities while Shimon
was absorbed mainly into the larger, more
powerful tribes of Judah – and was all but
left out of Ya’akov’s blessings. It seems,
then, that these considerations lead us to
ask, should we better divert our passions
towards ourselves, to the nations at large,
or “For Hashem”?
Shabbat Shalom!
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FROM THE VIRTUAL DESK OF THE

OU VEBBE REBBE
RAV DANIEL MANN

Pressure
to Include
Second
Storage Room
Question: [Summary after back and
forth]: I bought an apartment from
Shimon. We came to a basic agreement
on terms in early October. It was
important to Shimon to finish by month’s
end; our lawyers were working on loose
ends throughout Oct. I was interested in
Shimon throwing in his spare storage
room in the building, but, for a technical
reason, I did not initially raise my request.
In the meantime, I was getting cold feet
due to the high price and decided that
I would buy the apartment only if the
room was included at the same price.
When I raised it, near the end of Oct.,
Shimon refused, but when he saw I was
serious about backing out, he gave in.
We will be closing soon, and Shimon has
complained that he gave in only because
I put unfair pressure on him. I want to do
the right thing. Did I violate lo tachmod
(coveting a friend’s property), and should
I therefore forgo the room?
Answer: This is a discussion of general
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principles, which will help you form a
direction for action. We will not make
a ruling because: We did not hear the
other side, the case and the topic are
complex and unclear according to your
presentation, and you ask about doing the
right thing, which includes subjectivity.
On the one hand, one violates lo
tachmod when he pressures an owner
who does not want to sell an object until
he relents (Rambam, Gezeila 1:9). The
means of pressuring found in classical
sources are not exhaustive, and your
actions should qualify.
Still, whether you violated lo tachmod
depends on what was behind Shimon’s
refusal to include the storage room. If he
values the room enough to not consider
selling it, then your actions violated lo
tachmod. One would have to determine
whether at this late point and after the
written agreement, you have to give up
your rights to the room (see machlokot
between the Rambam and Ra’avad,
Gezeila 1:9, with the help of the Maggid
Mishneh and Even Ha’ezel ad loc.) and
how relinquishing such rights might
affect the sales price. These are all beyond
our present scope.
If Shimon’s initial refusal to include
the storage room was just a matter of
finances, (i.e., why should he give it

The Orthodox Union - via its website - fields questions of all types in areas of kashrut,
Jewish law and values. Some of them are answered by Eretz Hemdah, the Institute for
Advanced Jewish Studies, Jerusalem, headed by Rav Yosef Carmel and Rav Moshe
Ehrenreich, founded by HaRav Shaul Yisraeli zt”l, to prepare rabbanim and dayanim to
serve the National Religious community in Israel and abroad. Ask the Rabbi is a joint
venture of the OU, Yerushalayim Network, Eretz Hemdah... and OU Israel’s Torah Tidbits.

for free?), then your pressure was in
effect to lower the price, not to receive
something that should have been off
limits. Pestering someone who is happy
to sell in order to get a good price does
not violate lo tachmod. This is all the
more so regarding a storage room in the
building, which is often sold along with
the apartment, so that your raising your
desire is not pestering.

You could take that position
and argue that you had details
that were not worked out, and
perhaps you are right
However, there is another problem to
consider. If one gives his word to do a
transaction, without making a kinyan
or money being paid, while there are
no steps to enforce the word given, it
is considered halachically immoral
(mechusarei amana) for either side to
back out (Shulchan Aruch, Choshen
Mishpat 204:7). The Shulchan Aruch
(ibid. 7) limits the parallel (and more
severe) censure for backing out of a deal
after money was paid (mi shepara) to
cases where the price was already set.
The Pitchei Choshen (Kinyanim 1:(4))
posits that mechusarei amana is also
limited to cases with set prices and adds

that it excludes cases in which “even one
detail is not agreed upon.” You could
take that position and argue that you
had details that were not worked out,
and perhaps you are right. However,
this position is strong only if the open
details were potential deal-breakers.
Also, not hashing out those details
promptly when you knew that Shimon
was counting on the sale and needed it
soon is a moral issue. If you could not
back out, then you should not receive
benefits (i.e., the room) for threatening
to do so.
If the only issue is morality and not
legality and Shimon is not suing, the
present moral decision is yours. We
perceive, based on your account, that the
process was not “glatt” for one or more
reasons. Therefore we recommend you
reach some sort of real compromise so
that you go into your house with a clear
conscience and on good terms with the
seller (both valuable things).

Having a dispute?
For a Din Torah in English or
Hebrew contact ‘Eretz Hemdah
- Gazit’ Rabbinical Court: 077215-8-215 • fax: (02) 537-9626
beitdin@eretzhemdah.org
OU ISRAEL CENTER

51

Puah for Fertility and
RABBI GIDEON Machon
Gynecology in Accordance with Halacha
WEITZMAN

The Doctor’s
Danger

R

ecently we discussed the question
of whether one can place oneself in
danger in order to be healed. What
about a doctor and the medical staff? Are
they allowed to endanger themselves to
save others? This happens every single
day, and in the past few months we have
seen incredible efforts made by these
modern-day heroes who place themselves
on the frontlines of the fight against the
Covid19 virus. The medical professionals
risk their lives and health treating
infectious disease. Is this permitted?
Rabbi David ben Shlomo ibn Avi Zimra,
the Ridbaz, writing in the 16th century,
wrote that one is not permitted to place
himself in danger, or even potential
danger, in order to save another person.
The case that he brings is that gentiles
threaten to kill Reuven unless Shimon cuts
off one of his limbs. The Ridbaz says that
if Shimon agreed to such a threat, even
out of righteous concern for the other
Jew, he is considered a chassid shoteh.
This is a derogatory term for someone
who thinks that they are being righteous
but are, in fact, acting in an inappropriate
and forbidden manner.
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Rabbi Eliezer Waldenberg, the Tzitz
Eliezer, writing at the end of the 20th
century, suggests that, according to this, a
doctor is not allowed to place himself in
danger even to save another person’s life.
This seems to be counterintuitive, since
the whole medical profession is based on
saving other people’s lives. If the doctor is
not permitted to endanger himself, even if
he is involved in saving another person’s
life, he is seriously limited in his ability to
practice medicine.

If Reuven is correct then,
claims the Rema, The entire
mitzvah of visiting the sick is
in question
The Tzitz Eliezer quotes the Responsa
of Rabbi Moshe Isserlis, the Rema,
writing a little after the Ridbaz, who
seems to permit the placing of oneself in
danger to save another person. The case
was Reuven who rented his house to
Shimon and closed the deal, but before
Shimon could enter the house his wife
became ill with a contagious disease.
Reuven wanted to prevent his tenant
from moving in due to the danger.
The Rema wrote that Reuven has to
allow Shimon and his wife to enter the

house and the illness is not a sufficient
reason to renege on the deal. If Reuven
is correct then, claims the Rema, the
entire mitzvah of visiting the sick is
in question. We do not find that the
halacha makes a distinction between ill
people who are contagious and others.
We are obligated to visit all sick people,
and therefore we see that one is allowed
to enter into danger in order to fulfill a
mitzvah.
More on this next week.
The Puah Institute is based in Jerusalem
and helps couples from all over the world
who are experiencing fertility problems.
Offices in Jerusalem, New York, Los
Angeles & Paris. Contact (Isr) 02-651-5050
(US) 718-336-0603 www.puahonline.org

CHESED FUND

Please help us help the 40 individuals
and families who turn to us for help
Make checks (Israeli, only) payable to
the "Chesed Fund" and send
them to

ISRAEL CENTER CHESED FUND
att. Menachem Persoff
POB 37015 Jerusalem 91370
or leave them at the front desk
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RABBANIT MIRIAM
LEVINGER
Torah Tidbits is honored to share a dvar
Torah from an eminent female leader of the
modern State of Israel. Rabbanit Levinger
played a critical role in resettling the city of
Chevron for the Jewish people. The Rabbanit
shares with us beautiful thoughts which
relate to the unique love and passion the
Jewish woman has for the Holy Land.

An
Everlasting
Love

T

he story of “Bnot Tzelafchad” in
this week’s Parsha, brings me back
every year to the story of the group
of women myself included settling in the
deserted building of Beit Hadassah. This
ordeal happened some years after my
husband, Harav Moshe Levinger z”l and
a group of friends began the modern day
story of re-settling Hebron in 1968.
After making Seder Pesach in an
Arab hotel, Defense Minister Moshe
Dayan moved us to the Hebron military
compound. Kiryat Arba was built and
we moved there in 1971. In 1978, the
Arabs appealed to the Supreme Court
and as a result all expansion was frozen.
My husband called a meeting in our
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house to brainstorm. Baruch Nachshon,
our Chabad artist, declared during this
meeting that we deserved the setback.
Our original plan was to settle in Hebron
proper, in the field of the Machpelah. He
warned us that the government decision
to build the suburb of Kiryat Arba would
result in no Hebron. He emphasized the
importance of Jews living in the holy site
of Hebron and the surrounding area.
The women in our meeting agreed
with Nachshon and took the initiative.
By the next day, we had organized a
group of women willing to move to
Hebron with their children. Our hope
was that the army would be hesitant to
remove us by force. I presented our plan
to my husband. His reaction was simple,
“I believe in the women” and went
immediately to organize those men who
would help.
That week, it was decided we would
move into Beit Hadassah. Beit Hadassah
was built originally by the former Jewish
community as an infirmary for Jews and
Arabs. The British evicted the Jews from
Hebron after the Hebron Pogrom of 1921
where 60 Jews were murdered. In 1931,
families returned to the Beit Hadassah
area until 1936 when the entire Jewish
community was evicted. The Israeli
army conquered Hebron in 1967 and
Beit Hadassah served as their temporary

headquarters. When the army moved
out, the building was vandalized by Arabs
who stole all that could be taken, including
doors and windows.

These women demanded to
inherit their father’s property
in the Land of Israel
A truck was organized to come to Kiryat
Arba at three o’clock in the morning to
transport us to Beit Hadassah. Yeshiva
students from Mir Yeshiva joined to
help. We parked in the street behind Beit
Hadassah, we all climbed into the courtyard
by ladder and entered the building. We
gave cookies and oranges to the children
and put them to sleep on mattresses on the
floor. That was the beginning.
Our
conditions
were terrible. No
running water or
electricity. We had
only chemical toilets
and lots of dirt, dust,
and mold. I reminded
myself of the original
chalutzim in 1900
and realized that we
were much better off
than them. We slept
on mattresses on the
floor and the women
from Kiryat Arba
helped with basic
needs, including food
and laundry. The
army realized after

many days that we were not planning on
leaving, regardless of our conditions.
Benjamin ben Eliezer, head officer
of Yehuda and Shomron, came and
surrounded Beit Hadassah with barbed
wire. He warned us that if anyone left,
they would not be allowed back in.
Supplies were delivered twice a week.
Soldiers were placed on the second floor to
guard us. They had bathrooms, electricity,
and running water. We took electricity
from them for a small fridge. We had
kerosene lamps, water in jerrycans, and
baby bathtubs for washing dishes. Our
days were spent preparing meals and
occupying the children.
During this time, Rabbi Liebman shared
with us lessons from the Torah which
provided us with much strength. One
lesson I will never forget
is when he compared us
to the Bnot Tzelofchad.
During the period of
time when the Jews
were in the desert, the
men spoke of returning
to Egypt. These women
demanded to inherit
their father’s property
in the Land of Israel
which was, in a way,
still very theoretical.
The women were the
ones who held onto
their faith while the
men were discouraged.
G-d himself says to
Moshe, “what they say
is right. Give them their
OU ISRAEL CENTER
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inheritance.” It was a singular honor to
have G-d declare that the women were
right.
There were elements in the army, police,
and knesset members who campaigned
against us. I was secure in the knowledge
that the Jews settled Israel 4000 years ago
in obedience to G-d’s command. Moshe
Dayan was very frank about giving the
Cave of the Patriarchs to the Arabs.
Whoever heard of a nation willing to
give the graves of their forefathers to a
different People? The Arabs claim that
Yitzchak and Yaacov are Arab prophets
and not forefathers of the Jewish people.

to Israel in 1956. After graduating from
college Miriam attended Shaare Zedek
Nursing School. In 1959, she married
Rabbi Moshe Levinger, a student of the
Mercaz Harav Yeshiva and one of the
prominent students of Rabbi Zvi Yehuda
Kook. Rabbi Levinger served as the Rabbi
of Kibbutz Lavi and later the Rabbi of
Moshav Nahalim.
In 1968, just after the Six Day War, Rabbi
Moshe and Miriam brought their little
children along with other participants to
settle in the Park Hotel in Hebron. In doing
so, Rabbi Levinger created the beginning of
resettling the City of our Forefathers.
After three years of residence under
military government and another 8 years
in Kiryat Arba, which was developing
in the meantime, a group of women and
children led by Rabbi Levinger devoted their
lives to settle in the abandoned Hadassah

We Jews can not dispute that which
is written very clearly in the Torah. My
husband led the way in understanding
Rabbi Kook, the Vilna Gaon, and all the
rabbinical scholars who spoke at length
of Eretz Yisrael as the Jewish inheritance
from G-d. It is all written in black and
white. Jerusalem is number one and
Hebron is a gateway and key to all of
Eretz Yisrael.

מעשה אבות סימן לבנים
Born in 1937 in the USA, Rebbetzin
Miriam Beinhorn Levinger immigrated
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building in Hebron. This opened the way
for Jewish settlement in Hebron. Since then,
other neighborhoods in Hebron have been
established, relying on the resolve and spirit
of Rabbi and Rabbanit Levinger, who have
dedicated their lives to expanding settlement
in Hebron and throughout Israel.

TIRTZA JOTKOWITZ, ESQ.

Jewish Laws
of Inheritance

H

ilchot Yerusha stems from
Parshat
Pinchas
where
Tzelofchad’s daughters question
Moshe Rabeinu regarding inheritance.
Their father died never having a son
and leaving a widow. They argued that
their father left no progeny other than
daughters. Since Yibum hadn’t been
applied (i.e., Tzelafchad’s brother didn’t
marry their mother to yield progeny from
Tzelofchad), daughters are children.
Hilchot Yerusha are based on the
following principles:
1.

2.

Kinship isn’t through the mother;
inheritance passes through the
father. Thus, brothers from the
same mother but different fathers
don’t inherit each other, unless
they’re from the same father
and the deceased brother left no
progeny. A son is the heir of his
parents, excluding his sister, but a
mother isn’t the heir of her child; a
father is.
A firstborn son is a bechor if his
birth wasn’t preceded by the birth

of another child to his father. A
firstborn son is a bechor after an
early miscarriage (when there’s
no recognizable fetus) but isn’t a
bechor if born through a C-section.
If a woman bore a child and then
remarried a childless man, if she
bears him a firstborn son, he’s
his father’s bechor, but there’s
no pidyon haben. Thus, a woman
can have multiple sons who are
bechorim of different fathers. If
a girl weds a man who already
fathered a child and she gives birth
to a first-born son, there’s a pidyon
haben, but the language is changed
to bechor l’emo (mother).
a) A bechor gets twice as much as other
sons from their father’s muchzak (actual)
but not ro’ui (future) property.
b) Offspring of a bechor who
predeceases his father, inherit from their
father, and a further double portion of
their grandfather's estate, when he dies
(which would have gone to their father, as
their grandfather's bechor, had he been
alive).
If a man dies leaving sons, they have sole
claim to the estate. If a son dies before his
father and leaves offspring, even if there’s
a daughter/future progeny, only the son’s
progeny inherits. However, if the son
OU ISRAEL CENTER
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left no progeny, then the daughter/s or
her progeny inherits, with the males
receiving priority over the females.

When a will’s terms
contradict Halacha,
compliance may constitute
theft (gezeila) on the part of
invalid recipients — unless
over bar-mitzva-age brothers
disclaim inheritance in favor
of sisters
If a man left no progeny, then his estate
passes to his family as follows: First, to
his father (not his mother), if alive. If
he’s dead, then to his brother/s (from
the same father but not necessarily the
same mother) or progeny. If the brother/s
died childless, then the sisters/progeny
inherit, with males receiving priority
over females. If the man had no paternal
siblings and his father’s dead, inheritance
reverts to his paternal grandfather. If he’s
not alive, his sons (uncles of the deceased)
inherit; if they’re dead, their progeny
inherit-males before females. If the
paternal grandfather had only daughters,
they inherit and, if he had no children but
only a sister, she inherits. Thus, a greataunt or a great-nephew/niece inherits
over a wife.
While a husband is his wife’s heir of her
property, she is not her husband’s heir
but retains ownership of the property
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she owned before marriage and of solely/
jointly owned property as of marriage. If
she dies after her husband, her progeny
(not his) inherits her estate, with sons
having priority over daughters. If her
son’s dead but left progeny, they inherit
and her daughter doesn’t; a daughter/
progeny only inherits if grandma had no
sons. If the daughter s/sons died childless,
then the estate goes back to the family
of the deceased mother’s father (only if
she left no husband). If her father’s not
alive, her estate passes to her siblings
(brothers before sisters). If no sibling’s
alive, it passes to progeny. If no sibling/
progeny exists, the estate passes to her
grandfather/his progeny.
A son inherits his mother just as he
inherits his father, but a mother’s bechor
doesn’t get a double portion. If an only
child died childless, before his/her mother
died, and she left no husband, when she
dies, her estate reverts to her family.
If a man died after his son/s had died
and left progeny, each deceased son’s
share goes to their progeny.
A daughter doesn’t inherit her father if
he has a son, but Chazal established an
Obligation of Sustenance as a stipulation
in a Ketubah, which a man must write
for his wife (i.e., after he dies, their
daughter/s must be sustained from his
estate until marriage, including wedding
expenses. If he’d already married off
a daughter/s, the other/s is married
according to the same standard, but if he
hadn’t done so, one-tenth of his estate’s
allocated for this purpose.

Heirs must pay for their father’s
widow’s sustenance in the manner
in which he sustained her — which
includes food, clothing, furnishings and
dwelling — until she remarries or claims
her Ketubah.
A convert is considered newborn and
not related to natural parents/family.
Therefore, when a whole family converts,
no one inherits the other. If a pregnant
woman converts, the fetus inherits her.
Adopted
children
adoptive parents.

don’t

inherit

Given the above, secular testamentary bequests present problems when
Jewish asset owners wish to distribute
property differently from Halacha.
When a will’s terms contradict Halacha,
compliance may constitute theft (gezeila)
on the part of invalid recipients — unless
over bar-mitzva-age brothers disclaim
inheritance in favor of sisters; otherwise,
assets should be returned to rightful
Torah heirs.
Halachic Estate Planning (Kosher
Wills) today, complies with the letter and
the spirit of halacha (the topic of a whole
other article), and provides a way for
parents to provide for their children in
the way that they see fit.
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Tirtza Jotkowitz, Esq. has been
practicing Halachic Estate Planning
for the past 25 years in New York and
Jerusalem.
For many years on Parshat Pinchas,
she has shared her wisdom on the laws of
inheritance with Torah Tidbits.
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TORAH VEHA'ARETZ
RABBI MOSHE BLOOM
INSTITUTE BY
en.toraland.org.il

Curry Plant
Question: I bought a curry plant (see
photo below). The plant is perennial, but
very short. What is its status regarding
birkat hare’ach, kila’im, and separating
terumot and maasrot?

Photo: Roy Shasha
Answer: This plant is called the curry
bush (Helichrysum italicum), which is
different from the curry tree and thus is
not the same as the curry herb. I believe in
Hebrew it is referred to as dam hamakabim
ha’italki (a.k.a. Italian strawflower);
another variety of this plant is Helichrysum
sanguineum (dam hamakabim ha’adom,
a.k.a. Red Everlasting), which is the
national symbol of Israel Memorial Day
since 1955; stickers featuring the flower
are given out at cemeteries and schools on
this day every year.
The curry plant is a perennial shrub
whose height reaches 40-60 cm. It is used
for its aroma, while some use its leaves
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as a herb (the leaves are removed after
imparting flavor and before eating).
I wrote about blueberries several months
ago that some believe they are vegetables
despite their perennial nature, since their
height is less than 3 tefachim (24/30 cm).
However, the curry plant’s height exceeds
3 tefachim. This means that it is certainly
considered a tree, its blessing is borei atzei
besamim, and the prohibitions of kilei
zera’im and kilei hakerem do not apply to it.
With regard to terumot and maasrot:
plants grown for their fragrance and
not to eat are exempt from terumot
and maasrot; generally curry is grown
primarily for its aroma. Even if the plant
was grown as an herb by someone, when
the leaves themselves are not eaten, most
authorities do not deem it necessary to
separate terumot and maasrot—all the
more so here, where this is not usually
the case. Thus, there is no obligation to
separate terumot and maasrot from this
plant (Probably Rav Mordechai Eliyahu
would hold that one should perform this
separation without a blessing).
In conclusion: The curry plant is
considered a tree, its birkat hare’ach is borei
atzei besamim, and the prohibitions of kilei
zera’im and kilei hakerem do not apply, and
it is exempt from terumot and maasrot even
for those using it as an herb.

RABBI EPHRAIM
SPRECHER Faculty, OU Israel Center

Nourishing
God?

“

Gd tells the Jewish People “You must
guard My offering, My FOOD for My
fire offering.” (Bamidbar 28) Gd calls
the offering His daily “food”, for just as
food sustains the body, so did the offering
draw sustaining Divine life force into the
world.
The Lubavitcher Rebbe explains that the
constancy of the daily offerings express the

eternal bond between Gd and the Jewish
People. Today we have no offerings. Thus
the daily prayers were instituted to parallel
the daily sacrifices and substitute for them
in the absence of the Beit HaMikdash.
Thus, explains the Rebbe, our daily
prayers also “sustain” Gd. If we ever doubt
how important our prayers can be, we
should recall that Gd considers them vital
to the world’s existence and maintenance.
Therefore, prayers are as important to
Gd as our daily food is to us. Prayer is the
original soul food and is essential for our
well being as well as Gd’s!
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PIRKEI AVOT פרקי אבות
SPECIAL SUMMER SERIES
There is a long standing custom that
during the summer Shabbatot one learns
the weekly chapter of Pirkei Avot. Each
week Torah Tidbits will feature a prominent
personality who will share insights and
inspiration from the weekly Perek. Enjoy!

Rebbetzin
Rivka Yudin,
Director
Michlelet NCSY
Summer program

Thirsty for
Torah

T

he Torah is oft compared to water.
One of the most famous allusions is
found in this week’s Pirkei Avot portion, 1:4, ” ;“והוי שותה בצמא את דבריהםwe are
told to drink thirstily the words of Torah
coming from our scholars.
There are many reasons why Torah is
compared to water. Let us explore one.
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The pasuk in Yeshayahu 55:1 says,
”“ ;“הוי כל צמא לכו למיםAll who are thirsty, come
drink water.” The Telzer Rosh Yeshiva, Rav
Stein, zt”l, commented- what’s unique
about water as opposed to any other drink?
Water, he pointed out, is as delicious as how
thirsty you are. When you’re walking up a
hill in 100 degree weather or you’ve done
exercise for the last hour, there’s nothing
more refreshing and delicious than a cold
glass of water. No cup of orange juice, no
Coke Zero will satisfy that thirst. The same
is true regarding Torah. The thirstier we
are, the more delicious the Torah is to us.
If one is not thirsty, then our reaction to
a dvar Torah is “ Oh, I heard that already
etc” and doesn’t really move the person as
much. The goal when we approach Torah
and avodat Hashem is to come thirsty and
when we are, there’s nothing in the world
more satisfying, beautiful and fulfilling as
the Torah we learn and the Mitzvot we
do; nothing that gives us that refreshing
“Ahhh” feeling more than Torah.

Rabainu Yonah explains that when one
is approaching Torah they should do so
as someone who is thirsty, as opposed to
someone who is full. When someone is
full, he takes a sip and he is done no matter
how tasty it is.
Rav Chaim Vilozhiner specifies that one
should approach Torah specifically like a
thirsty person drinking salty water. When
someone thirsty drinks salty water he just
wants more and more water and is never
satiated.
The pasuk in Amos tells us:

 ו ְִהְׁש ַל ְח ִּתי ָר ָעב ָּב ָא ֶרץ לֹא ָר ָעב... ָמים ָּב ִאים
ִ “”ה ֵּנה י
ִ
;ַל ֶּל ֶחם ְולֹא ָצ ָמא ַל ַּמיִם ִּכי ִאם ִלְׁשמ ַֹע ֵאת ִּד ְב ֵרי ה
There will be a time when people will no
longer be thirsty for water or hungry for
bread but they’ll be thirsty and hungry for

the words of Hashem.
We are living in times that feel so surreal. One thing rings true throughout; Klal
Yisroel’s desire, passion, commitment and
yearning for Torah learning, for tefilah
bitzibur, for connecting to Hashem. Seeing
how many students and people come on to
every zoom shiur and opportunity, when
zoom has already lost its luster and excitement is nothing short of inspirational. It
certainly feels like these times have helped
us taste the Torah as being the most refreshing and rejuvenating factor in our
lives. It has helped us crystalize our priorities as Torah being the water in our lives,
our main source of life as well as what we
thirst and yearn most for.
Days are coming. We can feel the
droplets in the air. May it be soon!

D on ’t w ai t
fo r th e ne xt
C ha m si n
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REBBETZIN ZEMIRA
of OU Israel L’Ayla
OZAROWSKI Director
Women’s Initiative

Towards
Meaningful
Tefilla:
Modeh Ani

K

aren was so excited! She had
just been offered a dream job to
“house-sit” a beautiful mansion.
She would get to live in the house for
free and all she had to do was keep it
clean and functional. If she did a good
job, she would be paid well. But if the
house got damaged in any way, she
would be held responsible. At first,
Karen tiptoed around the house, making
sure to keep everything in tip-top shape.
But as time went on, she got lazy and
began to let things slide. Soon the
beautiful mansion looked like a dump.
There was garbage everywhere and
everything was falling apart. One day,
the owners of the house informed her
that they needed use of the house for the
weekend. Karen, barely remembering
the fact that the house did not actually
belong to her, left them the house for
the weekend and didn’t even bother
trying to clean up. Imagine the reaction
of the owners! How appalled they must
have been to see their beautiful home
64
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completely trashed! One would surely
expect them to never allow Karen back
and to charge her for all of the damage.
But in fact, when Karen returned after
the weekend, she found the mansion in
pristine order. The owners had cleaned
up everything and had left her a note
– “Karen, here’s a second chance! We
know you can do it!!”

Instead, He lovingly cleans
it, He removes all of our
exhaustion and stress and
gives us new kochot
This seems like a very unexpected
ending, but this is in fact what we
experience every single morning. The
Chatam Sofer writes that Hashem
has entrusted each one of us with a
neshama. If one takes good care of it, he
will be amply rewarded in the World to
Come. If he damages it, though, he will
be severely punished in the next world.
Every night, we temporarily give back

our neshamot to Hashem. We should be
completely ashamed to let Him see how
we have been treating our neshamot, but
we somehow forget. Hashem sees our
neshamot every night and He should be
disgusted – this is how you treat the holy
neshama I entrusted to you?! He should
refuse to give our neshamot back to us,
since we obviously don’t know how to
take care of them properly. But instead,
He lovingly cleans it, He removes all of
our exhaustion and stress and gives us
new kochot, new energy so that we are
recharged for a new day, sending us a
very special message that He is giving us
a second chance and He knows we can
do it! The Midrash Tehillim writes that
at the end of the day, נפשו יגעה עליו שחוקה
- one’s neshama is completely weary and
worn-out, but when it is returned to him,
it is like a  – בריאה חדשהa completely new
creation.

We need to believe and to
trust that whatever Hashem
decrees for the coming day
will be for the good

With this background, let’s take a look
at the text of Modeh Ani.

 מודה אני לפניך מלך חי וקיים- We start off
our day by jumping out of bed and
exclaiming - I am so thankful to you
Hashem. Not only thankful, but I am
מודה, I acknowledge and admit that this
is לא מובן מאליו, this is not to be expected.
 – שהחזרת בי נשמתיThe fact that You gave
me back my neshama is completely
unbelievable, given the circumstances!
 – בחמלהWhy do we use the word
 חמלהhere and not  חסדor  ?רחמיםThe
 גר"אwrites that the word  חמלהis always
used after there was cause for anger.
Hashem should have been furious at us
after seeing the state of our neshamot,
but instead He reacts with חמלה, with
compassion.
The Mishna Berura writes that the
halacha is that one must be careful to
pause in between the words  חמלהand.
 רבהThe word ( רבהgreat) is not describing
the חמלה, the compassion, but rather it is
describing the word אמונתיך, your belief.

 – רבה אמונתיךGreat is your belief. This
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phrase is a bit ambiguous. Whose belief
is great?
The Netziv writes that the words
 רבה אמונתיךmean that our belief is great.
This is based on a pasuk in Eicha (3:23)
which says חדשים לבקרים רבה אמונתיך, Your
kindness is new every morning, great
is our belief. He explains that every
morning Hashem decrees what will
take place throughout the day around
the entire world. We need to believe and
to trust that whatever Hashem decrees
for the coming day will be for the good.
He suggests that the morning is the most
important time to daven. As Hashem is
decreeing the events of the day, we need
to daven that the coming day’s events
will be for the good. It’s an important
time to take a moment, to think about
all of the world events and the personal
events that may occur today, and to send
up a silent prayer to Hashem to make
everything work out well.

On the other hand, the Chatam
Sofer claims that the word  אמונתיךis
referring to Hashem’s belief. I get
up and proclaim to Hashem – How
great is Your belief in me! You should
have given up on me, You should have
said, forget it, you’re worthless! But
instead, every single morning, You
re-affirm Your belief in me and my
ability to change! What a great way
to start out the day, with a vote of
confidence, with the understanding
that no matter what happens, and no
matter how much I stray, I always have
Someone there for me, backing me up,
supporting me, and believing in me.
With that sentiment, I can jump out of
bed, despite what happened yesterday,
and surge forward. What a powerful
lesson for us as parents and friends in
understanding how much our belief in
others can give them the confidence
they need to move forward!

Cut and paste into your siddur
Every night, we temporarily give back our neshamot to Hashem.
We should be completely ashamed to let Him see how we have been
treating our neshamot, but we somehow forget. Hashem sees our
neshamot every night and He should be disgusted – this is how you
treat the holy neshama I entrusted to you?! He should refuse to give our
neshamot back to us, since we obviously don’t know how to take care of
them properly. But instead, He lovingly cleans it, He removes all of our
exhaustion and stress and gives us new kochot, new energy so that we
are recharged for a new day, sending us a very special message that He
is giving us a second chance and He knows we can do it!
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weekly sedra. That reading, however, is
preempted this year, by the reading for
a fast day - 17th of Tamuz.

ttRIDDLES solutions to phil@ouisrael.org
1377FPT - And eyes to see and ears to hear V'EINAYIM LIR'OT V'AZNAYIM LISHMO'A = 186 +
637 + 114 + 440 = 1377. ParshaPix Unexplaineds
(PPUs). Whose siblings are these? chick, eaglet,
gosling, cygnet, peep? These are all names of
the young of different birds, making them B'nei
Tzipor, so they are siblings of Balak. Then there
was 5+2x4-13 in a speech bubble. Doing the math
correctly give you zero in the speech bubble =
V'EFES... T'DABEIR. And you shall speak nothing
except what I put in your mouth.
On ttidbits.com you can find links to The Whole
TT file, a lite file, individual links to articles including some that are not in the hard copy, the
28 28s Anniversary Quiz and separately, the
solutions and winning entries. R' Meir S. was
awarded one of two silver medals, but the
awards committee has changed his award to the
Iron Award (which is on the same level as the
Silver. And, a new feature - not in the hard copy
- a work in progress with new GMs from the
sedra each week. New GMs are added to the top
of the file, with older ones being further down.
Check it out, whether you know what a GM is or
not.

Another Fork in the Road

Walking down the main road, as we do,
unceasingly... - the road is a double
highway of Parshat HaShavua and the
cycle of the Jewish calendar.
The fork in the road is this Thursday. We
were scheduled to read the usual Thursday reading of the first part of the

While I'm not suggesting that we switch
laynings, we must see the two roads
before us. 17 Tamuz and the Three
Weeks, then the Nine days, then the
week in which Tish'a b'Av falls, then
Tish'a b'Av itself. A dark road we've
been down too many times. 17 Tamuz is
the day the T'midim, two daily korbanot, stopped. Ceased. That's it for the
functioning of the Beit HaMikdash.
Exile.
The other branch of the fork is Parshat
Pinchas, with its promise of entering
Eretz Yisrael, apportioning the Land
among the Sh'vatim. The bringing of the
daily korbanot and the korbanot Musaf
of Rosh Chodesh and the Chagim. As
dark as the other road is, this one is
bright and filled with hope and promise.
We don't know G-d's timetable. But we
are taught that we as individuals and as
Klal Yisrael have the ability to hasten
the coming of the Mashiach and the
building of the Beit HaMikdash. We need
not to go down the Churban path, which
we can do by perpetuating the many
types of sins and behavior that brought
about destruction and exile.
Pinchas, though it usually begins the
period of mourning for the loss of the
Mikdash and exile from Eretz Yisrael,
contains the goal of becoming again the
People who value Eretz Yisrael and the
Beit HaMikdash and take that road.

For all your computer needs • New PCs, upgrades, repairs, virus removal
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Towards the upper-right corner
- contradictory symbol of war (the
spear) and peace (the dove with olive
branch). Pinchas's act of "violence" was
rewarded by the Covenant of Peace.
It works this way sometimes <> To
the right of the dove is the insignia of
a TAT-ALUF, Brigadier General. It is a
sword crossed with an olive branch
which carries the same message as the
dove with the spear - we crave peace,
but are ready to pick up the sword to
defend ourselves when necessary <> To
the left of the dove is the Kohein Gadol's
CHOSHEN, representing the perpetual
covenant of the kehuna - BRIT K'HUNAT
OLAM <> Broken 6 (look closely, there
are breaks in the number) represents
the broken VAV (numerical value of 6)
in the word SHALOM <> Small 10 is for
the small YUD (numeric value of 10)
in Pinchas <> large 50 is for the large
NUN SOFIT (numeric value of 50) in
MISHPATAN, their judgment, which
Moshe brought before G-d - referring to
the claim of the daughters of Tz'lofchad
<> Calculator for the counting of the
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people. It is the many countings that
earned Bamidbar its other name of
Sefer P'kudim, from which comes its
English name, Numbers <> Two lambs
are the daily T'MIDIM, or the Musaf of
Shabbat - both of which are mitzvot in
Pinchas <> Binoculars (lower-left) are
for Moshe Rabeinu to look out over the
Land... as he was told to do by G-d <>
At the bottom of the ParshaPix there
is a collection of symbols representing
Shabbat (candle sticks) <> Pesach
(Seder plate) <> Shavuot (Har Sinai
with the Luchot) <> Rosh HaShana
(shofar - which is also its own mitzva
in the sedra, not just a symbol for RH)
<> Yom Kippur (the scales) <> Sukkot
(Lulav & Etrog) <> The Maftir readings
for all of the Holidays come from
Parshat Pinchas <> Lower middle of the
PP we have the nostalgic inclusion of
one of the very first ParshaPixPuzzles.
It reads from left to right. A candy
CANE inside a musical NOTE. Which is
a KEIN B'NOT... Next is a sniper, which
is TZALAF in Hebrew. The bear is a
DOV and the piece of the multiplication
table reminds us of the method by
which many of us had to learn it namely, by ROTE. All together, we have
G-d's answer through Moshe to Machla,
No'a, Chogla, Milka, and Tirtza: KEIN
B'NOT TZ'LOFCHAD DO'V'ROT <> The
bird next to fellow in the upper-left is

an albatross, a.k.a. a gooney bird or
just a gooney - and thus it represents
GUNI, one of Naftali's sons and the
family name of those who descended
from GUNI <> The worm under the
Tat-Aluf 's insignia, is for TOLA, son
of Yissachar <> The compass with its
needle pointing north is TZ'FON, son
of GAD <> large wine cup is a KOS
SHEL ELIYAHU, appropriate to Parshat
Pinchas because of the Midrash that
says that Pinchas was Eliyahu. <> Below
the cup is a road, as in A-ROD, one of
the sons of GAD. His brothers were
TZ'FON, CHAGI, SHUNI, OZNI, EIRI, and
AR-EILI <> And below the road we have
a bunch of keys. In Hebrew, the term
TZ'ROR MAFTEICHOT refers to a bunch
of keys. The command to Moshe was
to TZAROR ET HAMIDYANIM, attack
the Midianites and kill them. TZ'ROR/
TZAROR <> The logo of OU Israel's
ZULA program is at the bottom. The full
name of the ZULA is the Pearl & Harold
Jacobs Zula Outreach Center. It is often
referred to as the Zula of CHETZRONI,
for its main moving force. Chetzroni
is one of the families mentioned in
the sedra <> BELA is one of the sons
of Binyamin. The vampire-looking
fellow in the picture is BELA Lugosi,
who played Count Dracula on the stage
(1927) and in the movies (from 1931) <>
Bela's family was BAL'I - that's the flag
of the island of Bali <> which brings
us back to the fellow in the upper-left.
Bing Crosby and the minus R gives us
KOSBI, the Minyanite princess who was
one of Pinchas's two victims. <> and
one Unexplained
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RABBI DOVID
ORATZ Director, Yachad Vocational Program

The Key To a
Better World

A

t the end of last week’s parsha, Pinchas grabs a spear and
kills Zimri who took a Midianite
woman and was acting inappropriately
in front of the entire Jewish nation and
causing a great Chillul Hashem. In doing
so, Pinchas sanctified G-d’s name in front
of all of Bnei Yisroel. He was rewarded
with the position of Kohen Gadol for his
zealousness in defending Hashem’s Honor.
The first Pasuk says: ‘Pinchas the son
of Elazar the son of Aaron the Kohen has
turned My anger away from the children
of Israel by his zealously avenging Me
among them…etc.
Rashi says that the other tribes were
speaking badly about Pinchas and looking
down upon him for his action. They
claimed that he was acting incorrectly
and just hiding his murderous intentions.
Therefore the posuk states: Pinchas, son
of Elazar, son of Aharon. This Rashi is
quite peculiar. What does this incident
have to do with connecting Pinchas to his
grandfather, Aharon? Everybody knew
his grandfather was Aharon HaKohen,
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so why bother mentioning it here in this
posuk?
Rabbi Yaakov Kaminetsky gives a
brilliant insight. The other tribes claimed
that Pinchas’ intentions were not for the
sake of heaven. Perhaps Pinchas was
really just a blood thirsty man looking
for some outlet to vent and Kasbi gave
him the perfect excuse. The Gemara in
Bava Basra teaches that Kohanim are
people with naturally violent tendencies
because they were meant to work with
korbanos in the Beis Hamikdash. The
people claimed that Pinchas’ violent
tendencies got the best of him. Kasbi
was the perfect crime as it made him
look like a righteous zealot instead of a
murderer.
This is why the Torah comes to his
rescue with our posuk above. It testifies
that Pinchas was acting for the sake
and honor of Heaven and not any
other reason. But how does calling
him Pinchas, son of Elazar, son of
Aharon HaKohen prove his innocence
and his noble intentions? The answer
is that it refers to Aharon HaKohen
as a zechus on Pinchas’ behalf. The
paradigmatic attribute of Aharon was
that he was known as the “Ohev Shalom
Vi’rodef Shalom” – One who loved peace
and pursued peace between his fellow
men. This trait of Rodef Shalom was the

very inherent nature Pinchas inherited
from Aharon that was embedded within
his DNA. By having the posuk explicitly
mention Aharon’s name, it alludes to the
idea that Pinchas acted as Aharon would
have, with a passion for peace and love
for his fellow Jew. Pinchas killed Kasbi,
thereby defending Hashem’s Honor and
restoring the very justice that Kasbi tried
to distort.
There are many powerful lessons
to take from this idea, but there is
one in particular that I want to focus
on. The lesson is about the immense
impact an environment can have on
an individual. The attachment Aharon
felt to shalom, striving to bring peace
to everyone, everywhere, was instilled
within his children and grandchildren
so much so that it became ingrained into
his descendants’ personalities. Never
underestimate the positive impact your
good attributes can have on children, the
future generations and those that you
interact with around you.
At Yachad, we see ourselves as a
family that strives to create the proper
environment for our members, filled
with positivity and Torah. We help
our members develop healthy habits,
respect, and love for everyone, just
like Aharon Hakohen. Everyone has
difficulties and struggles in life but as
long as we create a healthy, nurturing,
and supportive environment, we can
work together to grow and thereby
enable ourselves to be a “light unto
nations” and help create a better world.
Shabbat Shalom!
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THE DAILY BY SIVAN RAHAV-MEIR
PORTION

Men are from
Sinai, Women
are from the
Land of Israel
ַת ְק ַר ְבנָה ְּבנוֹת ְצ ָל ְפ ָחד ֶּבן ֵח ֶפר ֶּבן ִּג ְל ָעד ֶּבן ָמ ִכיר ֶּבן
ִּ ו
ְא ֶּלה ְׁשמוֹת ְּבנ ָֹתיו ַמ ְח ָלה
ֵ ַשה ֶבן יו ֵֹסף ו
ׁ
ֶּ ַשה ְל ִמְׁש ְּפחֹת ְמנ
ׁ
ֶּ ְמנ
.ְח ְג ָלה ו ִּמ ְל ָּכה ו ְִת ְר ָצה
ָ נ ָֹעה ו
And the daughters of Tzelafchad the
son of Hepher, the son of Gilead, the son
of Machir, the son of Manasseh, of the
families of Manasseh the son of Joseph,
came forward, and his daughters’ names
were Mahlah, Noah, Hoglah, Milcah, and
Tirzah. (Bamidbar 27:1)
In his hugely popular book, Men Are
from Mars, Women Are from Venus, John
Gray claimed that men and women come
from completely different planets. I am not
so sure that the differences are so extreme,
but in this parsha we come across one
issue in which men and women showed
totally contrasting attitudes.
Tzelafchad’s five daughters come to
Moshe and ask to receive their portion
of land as an inheritance in the Land of
Israel: “Give us a portion along with our
father’s brothers.” Moshe is unsure how
to answer them and asks God, who tells
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him that their request is justified and they
should be given a portion of land.
Rashi makes an interesting comment
about the difference between men and
women in the wilderness: “The women
were not included in the decree enacted
after the sin of the spies, for they cherished
the land. The men said, ‘Let us appoint
a leader and return to Egypt,’ but the
women said, ‘Give us a portion.’” The
men wanted to reverse course, whereas
the women pushed ahead because they
loved the Land of Israel. As a result, for the
forty years following the sin of the spies,
all the men of that generation died in the
wilderness, while the women, the elderly
and widowed women who loved the land,
merited to enter it.
Rabbi Shlomo Ephraim of Luntschitz,
known as the Kli Yakar, writes an even
more radical commentary. He claims that
the reason the spies failed in their mission
is because they were men, and that if
women had been sent they would have
come back and given an optimistic report
about the Land of Israel. Four hundred
years ago, the Kli Yakar wrote that “the
men hated the land and the women
cherished it, so God said, ‘In My opinion
it would have been better to send women
who cherish the land and would not speak
badly about it.’”
The sin of the spies might have been
averted if female spies had been sent.
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THE NEW OLD PATH
BY RABBI BENJI LEVY
CEO Of Mosaic United

Consistent
Passion

P

inchas courageously takes a stand
against the rampant wave of idolatry and sexual immorality caused
by Moabite and Midianite women enticing
Jewish men. He is rewarded for his courage, and the Israelites are subsequently
commanded to wage a war on the Midianites. Subsequent noteworthy events include Zelophechad’s daughters receiving
their rightful inheritance, and Yehoshua
being appointed as Moshe’s successor, the
new leader of the Jewish nation. Yet following these remarkable events, we are
almost let down with the description of
the somewhat mundane sacrifices, in particular the korban tamid (continual daily
offering), ‘The one lamb you shall make
in the morning and the second lamb shall
you make in the afternoon’ (Bamidbar
28:4), which has already been mentioned
previously in Parshat Tetzaveh (Sh’mot
29:38-42). In light of the aforementioned
dramatic events of Parshat Pinchas, why
are we revisiting the very ordinary subject of the continual daily offering?
An intriguing midrash discusses the
question of which of the Torah’s verses is
the most fundamental:
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Ben Zoma says we find a more fundamental verse, being, ‘Hear O Israel…’
(D’varim 6:4). Ben Nannas says we find
a more fundamental verse, being, ‘Love
your neighbour as yourself’ (Vayikra
19:18). Shimon ben Pazi says we find a
more fundamental verse, being, ‘The one
lamb you shall make in the morning…’
(Bamidbar 28:4). Rav Ploni stood on his
feet and said, ‘The halacha is like ben Pazi’
(Rabbi Yaakov ibn Chaviv, Introduction to
Ein Yaakov).
If you ask a Jewish child what the most
important verse in the Torah is, he or she
is likely to agree with ben Zoma and state:
‘Shema Yisrael’ (Hear O Israel). We are
commanded to recite twice daily this short
verse that describes the absolute unity of
God and represents His eternal relationship with the Jewish People. If not this
verse, it would also be easy to agree with
ben Nannas, who says, ‘Love your neighbour as yourself.’ Indeed, Rabbi Akiva
calls this a ‘great principle’ (Nedarim 9:4),
and when asked to recite the entire Torah
on one foot, Hillel paraphrases this verse
describing man’s integral relationship
with his fellow (Shabbat 31a). It is unlikely that anyone would suggest the opinion
of Shimon ben Pazi, citing the verse from
our parsha. Yet the halachic conclusion
of this cryptic midrash concurs with ben
Pazi’s opinion. What is so special about
this verse?

My rosh yeshiva, Rabbi Yehuda Amital
z”l, explains that the non-spectacular nature of this verse is exactly what renders
it significant. It does not describe any miraculous historical events, nor moments
of spiritual ecstasy. But by continuing to
bring the same offering, twice every single
day, the Jew expresses commitment with
conviction. Shimon ben Pazi is suggesting
that dedication, consistency and continuity are the most fundamental elements in
Torah life.
Merely two verses later, the Torah
makes mention of Mount Sinai, saying,
‘It is the continual elevation offering that
was done at Mount Sinai for a satisfying
aroma, a fire offering to God’ (Bamidbar
28:6). What is the connection between the
verse highlighted by Shimon ben Pazi and
the story of Mount Sinai?
While the daily offering is indicative of
the value of consistent routine, the inherent danger of consistency is the apathy
that can lie beneath the surface of routine – the capacity of a person to become
so used to a task that it becomes mundane
and complacency sets in.
In contrast, Mount Sinai and the events
of the Revelation represent the height of
inspiration, excitement and spirituality.
Mount Sinai, the epitome of passion, is juxtaposed with the daily offering – the epitome of routine. It is precisely this juxtaposition of seemingly contradictory religious
experiences that highlights the balance
we are required to strike. While in order
to integrate Torah and Judaism within our
daily lives, we must be persistent in our
pursuit of consistency and routine, at the
same time, in order to stave off the real

risks of complacency, we must seek the
moments of passion and inspiration.
King David expresses this idea in an apparent paradox: ‘One thing I ask of God,
that I seek: That I may dwell in the House
of God all the days of my life, to see the
pleasantness of God and to visit in His
Sanctuary’ (Tehillim 27:4). The concepts
of ‘the House of God’ and ‘His Sanctuary’
are synonymous yet dwelling and visiting
are two entirely different experiences. So,
what does King David’s request mean?
Later on in the book of Bamidbar, the
Jewish People, who were redeemed from
Egypt with ten wondrous plagues, were
witness to the miraculous splitting of the
sea, were fed and guided through a barren desert by God Himself and received
the Torah at Mount Sinai, begin to complain. Despite constantly experiencing, or
dwelling with, God’s divine intervention,
they have come to take it for granted. This
explains the double nature of King David’s
request to dwell in the House of God while
also visiting in His Sanctuary. King David
is requesting that his experience of dwelling in the House of God be imbued with
the sense of excitement and anticipation
experienced when visiting somewhere for
the first time. He is seeking to protect his
daily routine from the risk of complacency by infusing it with passion and inspiration.
The Torah is encouraging us to seek a
life of consistent dedication and routine,
balanced with a sense of passion and allowing space for the moments of greater
excitement and inspiration.
Stay in touch with @RabbiBenji and learn
more at www.RabbiBenji.com
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The Story of Two Brothers
Throughout Sefer Bereishit Shimon and
Levi often act as one unit. For example, in
response to the story of Dina in Sh’chem
where they devise a plan together to trick
and destroy the entire city. Shimon and
Levi were so much of a duo that Yaakov
blesses them together at the end of his life,
instead of giving them each an individual
bracha like he did for the rest of the
shevatim. Yaakov says:
“Shimon and Levi are brothers. Cursed
be their wrath for it is mighty, and their
anger because it is harsh. (B’reishit 49:5-7)
The harsh nature of this blessing is
somewhat puzzling, as it sounds more like
a curse than a blessing. However, what
is significant for us at the moment is that
Shimon and Levi were clearly united as
brothers by their shared attribute of anger.
But as we come to this week’s Parsha,
Pinchas, the brotherhood of Shimon and
Levi begins to split. The Moabite and
Midianite women seduce the Jewish men
and allure them to partake in idol worship.
Zimri, a man from the tribe of Shimon,
engages in relations with a Midianite
woman in front of Moshe and all of Bnei
76

TORAH TIDBITS / PINCHAS 5780

Yisrael as an act of rebellion. Pinchas,
from the tribe of Levi, zealously kills Zimri
and the Midianite woman. While Shimon
and Levi both acted with the same trait
of anger, here is the first time that we see
them come head to head, instead of acting
together. The two brothers take their
common trait in two completely different
directions. Shimon (Zimri) uses his anger
to rebel, while Levi (Pinchas) uses his
anger to fight zealously for G-d.
While Shimon and Levi started off
as “brothers”, united by a common
personality, the different paths they ended
up taking paves two very different futures.
Shimon is never given a blessing by Moshe
at the end of his life, but Levi is blessed
with the role of being the religious leaders
and teachers of all of Bnei Yisrael.
“And of Levi he said: “Your Tummim
and Urim belong to Your pious man …
They shall teach Your ordinances to Jacob,
and Your Torah to Israel; they shall place
incense before You, and burnt offerings
upon Your altar. “ (Devarim 33: 8-11).
We learn from this week’s parsha that
no trait is objectively good or bad, but that
every trait has the potential to be used for
good or for bad. May we all be zoche to
recognize all of the unique traits that we
were given and to direct each one of them
to the service of G-d. Shabbat Shalom!

Nechama Levy
9th Grade,
Neve Daniel

legacy is missing.

True Leadership:

Moshe realizes that he will not receive
a piece of land in Eretz Israel and asked
Hashem that when he dies Am Israel
should have a good leader.

This week’s Parsha is Parshat Pinchas.
We read about Moshe’s death, which is
weird since Moshe doesn’t die until the
very last chapter in the Torah.

The lesson that we learn from this
Parsha is that sometimes we don’t receive
gifts but the reward is much bigger and
more special.

Sometimes the Torah tells a few stories
that happen at different times and puts
them together in order to highlight a
common theme to teach us a valuable
lesson.

It seems that Moshe plays a
dominant role in these stories

Shabbat Shalom!
-----------------------------------NCSY Israel is the premier organization
in Israel, dedicated to connect, inspire, and
empower teen olim to the Land of Israel by
encouraging passionate Judaism through
Torah and Tradition. Find out more at
israel.ncsy.org

but his own legacy is missing
This week’s Parsha has three stories
that are on the same topic of receiving
a legacy. The first one is when Pinchas
receives an award for his act of bravery,
in which he killed the two public sinners
and ended the plague against the Children
of Israel. The second story in the Parsha
continues with the detailed count of all the
tribes. The third is when the daughters of
Tzlafchad asked to receive their father’s
heritage since they had no brothers.
Immediately after these three stories,
Hashem commands Moshe to go to the
mountains where he will die. This seems
entirely unrelated to these three stories
since everyone is receiving a legacy and
Moshe is not. It seems that Moshe plays a
dominant role in these stories but his own
OU ISRAEL CENTER
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C O M IN G SO O N
16 Times Faster
State-of-the-art Search Technology
Brand New Job Board
Premier Real Estate Portal
Largest Database of
Anglo Professionals

Stay tuned!

