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PARSHAPIX PPexplanations on p.68
and at www.ttidbits.com
Click on the ParshaPix & explanations link

WORD OF THE   MONTH 
The molad of Av was Monday afternoon (July 20th - yes, two days before R"Ch - it happens). The full 
days after the molad is Thursday afternoon, so Minhag Yerushalayim is to say KL from Thursday night 
(July 23rd). MY is not to wait until after Tish'a b'Av, but most other KL-sayers will wait for Motza'ei 
9Av, preferably after breaking the fast (if that is feasible). It usually means bringing a fast-breaking 
snack. If that doesn't work out, KL can be said while one is still fasting. The GR"A applied Z'RIZIM even 

in Tishrei, Sivan, and Av, when most people prefer to wait for a better mood for KL, rather than say it at the earlier 
time. 7 day KL-sayers can say it Monday night (July 27) but will probably wait for after 9Av.
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ALIYA-BY-ALIYA  
SEDRA SUMMARY

[P> X:Y (Z)] and [S> X:Y (Z)] indicate start 
of a parsha p’tucha or s’tuma. X:Y is 
Perek:Pasuk of the Parsha’s beginning; 

(Z) is the number of p’sukim in the parsha.

Numbers in [square brackets] are the 
Mitzva-count of Sefer HaChinuch AND 
Rambam’s Sefer HaMitzvot. A=ASEI; 
L=LAV (prohibition). X:Y is the perek & 
pasuk from which the mitzva comes. 

KOHEN FIRST ALIYA                   
11 P'SUKIM - 1:1-11

[P> 1:1 (47)] The opening p'sukim of 
D'varim clearly identify time and place. 
The entire book takes place in Arvot 
Moav (last place of encampment before 
entry into Eretz Yisrael) and begins on 
Rosh Chodesh Sh'vat in the final year of 
wandering.

Several places that are mentioned in 
these p'sukim are considered by the 
commentaries to be allusions to events 
that occurred during the previous 40 
years rather than being actual locations. 
The events include the golden calf, the 
rebellion of Korach, the complaint about 
the manna, and the sin of the spies. These, 
plus the explicit discussion of the "Sin of 
the Spies", are part of Moshe's reproach 
and warning to the People.

Note that the only 'sin' of the Midbar to 
be detailed is Cheit HaMeraglim, which 
occurred on Tish'a b'Av, set the tone for 

STATS

MITZVOT

44th of the 54 sedras; first of 11 in D'varim

Written on 196.5 lines (rank: 26th)

5 parshiyot; 1 open, 4 closed

105 p'sukim - ranks 32, 6th in D'varim tied 
with Chayei Sara, but larger

1548 words - ranks 26th, 6th in D'varim

5972 letters - ranks 24, 5th in D'varim tied 
with Vayeishev, but smaller

Jump in rankings from p'sukim to words & 
letters due to relatively long p'sukim

2 mitzvot - both prohibitions

One of only three sedras that have only 
prohibitions (LO TAASEI). Vayishlach and 
B'shalach are the other two, with one LAV each.

DEVARIM
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Tish'a b'Av. We always read this sedra 
right before Tish'a b'Av.

Moshe also tells the People of the victories 
over Emori and Cheshbon. This, to give 
them confidence for the difficult period 
they will face upon entering the Land.

We find the first of many references 
to the purpose of the existence of the 
Jewish Nation is made - to live (according 
to G-d's laws) in the Land that G-d had 
promised to our ancestors. D'varim 1:8 
says:

See that I have presented you the 
Land; come and take the Land that G-d 
promised your ancestors He would give 
to them and their descendants.

Rashi's comment: Had we not sent 
Meraglim to spy out the Land, we would 
have been able to march in and take 
it without a weapon, without a fight, 
without 7 years of battles.

That living in Eretz Yisrael is an integral 
part of a Jew's life is first set down at 
the Burning Bush, G-d's first prophecy 
to Moshe Rabeinu. G-d says that He will 
go into Egypt to take the People out and 
bring them up to a good and expansive 
land, a land flowing with milk and 
honey... In the same verse that He tells 
Moshe of His intention to take the people 
out of Egypt, He tells Moshe to where He 
is taking us, where He wants us to be. 
In one single verse, the purpose of our 
Nationhood is set.

In last week's sedra, the connection 
between the people and the Land comes 
in the form of a command.

WE ARE PLEASED TO 
ANNOUNCE THE MERGER 
OF OUR KING GEORGE 
AND DERECH HEVRON 
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Contact Lenses
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Here in D'varim, Moshe tells the new 
generation of the "invitation" that was 
extended to them by G-d, to go into Eretz 
Yisrael. There will be various other 
ways the same idea is expressed, but it is 
important to keep in mind that living in 
Eretz Yisrael is a mitzva, the fulfillment 
of our national destiny, AND it is R'TZON 
HASHEM, G-d's will. This point is made 
over and over again. All we have to do is 
do it.

SDT
(Actually, this is an LDT): 
Within the opening 5 
p'sukim of D'varim, there is 

a repetition of sorts in telling us that 
Moshe Rabeinu spoke to the People. The 
Vilna Gaon and others point out that the 
Book of D'varim can be divided into 3 
parts, as indicated by the wording of the 
opening p'sukim: "These are the things 
that Moshe spoke to all Israel..." (pasuk 1). 
This can refer to the first three sedras of 
the book wherein we have a general 
review of the brief, but action-packed and 
significant history of the People to date. In 
addition, these sedras contain a 
restatement of the principles of Judaism 
in the form of the Aseret HaDibrot and the 
first two passages of the Sh'ma. Also 
expressed in this opening section of 
D'varim is the integral link between the 
People and the Land of Israel. These 
sedras contain relatively few mitzvot, but 
they do contain the "basics of Judaism" 

and its foundations, which Moshe reviews 
with "all of Israel".

The following three sedras (R'ei, Shof'tim, 
and Ki Teitzei) contain 170 mitzvot, 
the greatest concentration of mitzvot 
anywhere in the Torah. "...Moshe spoke 
to Bnei Yisrael of all that G-d commanded 
upon them" (pasuk 3). After laying the 
foundation of Judaism, Moshe presents 
the essence of day-to-day life as a Jew - 
mitzvot of all kinds, between the Jew and 
G-d, interpersonal mitzvot, mitzvot linked 
to the Land, general mitzvot.

The final section of D'varim, the last 5 
sedras, again contains relatively few 
mitzvot. But it does contain the basis of 
understanding what being a Jew means. 
In these sedras we have the admonition 
against forsaking the Torah, the concepts 
of Free Will, Reward and Punishment, 
Repentance, and the Chain of Tradition. 
"...Moshe began to explain [HO'IL MOSHE 
BEI-EIR] this Torah saying:" (pasuk 5)

I, says Moshe, told you (and G-d) that I 
could no longer handle the leadership by 
myself. G-d has increased your population 
greatly; you are today like the stars of the 
heavens.

On Shabbat, the first Aliya is ended one 
pasuk early to avoid beginning the second 
portion with the word "Eicha" - a word 
that we will meet again in the haftara 
of Chazon and then on Leil Tish'a b'Av - 
several times - in the book of Eicha. We 
will thus be reading the word EICHA 
from all three sections of Tanach - Torah, 
Nevi'im, K'tuvim - this year, within approx 
a 12-hour period.

EFRAT
02-5454500www.efrat.org.il

Save a Life - Gain yours
1 of 77,230
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LEVI SECOND ALIYA                  
10 P'SUKIM - 1:12-21

Moshe tells the People again that he had 
reached a point where he was too weary to 
lead the People alone, and that he (at G-d's 
command) designated the leaders of the 
Tribes as judges of the People.

Judges are to be selected for their Torah 
knowledge and other appropriate 
qualities. It is forbidden to appoint a judge 
for "the wrong reasons" (wealth, charisma, 
connections - without the important 
qualities in place) [414, L284 1:17]. Judges 
must be fair and impartial and must not 
be afraid to render proper judgments [415, 
L276 1:17]. Moshe retained the role of final 
authority on difficult matters.

MITZVAWATCH

Even though these two mitzvot are 
primarily directed towards the leaders 
of the people whose task it is to choose 
judges and towards the judges themselves, 
respectively, there is an element of each 
mitzva that applies to each and every 
Jew. Every so often, we each can be in the 
position of choosing someone to fulfill a 
task. Perhaps a communal function, a 
teacher, youth leader... whatever. For any 
of these choices, there are right reasons 
and motivations and wrong reasons and 
motivations to guide our choices. This 
mitzva [414] commands us to always 
choose based on the proper criteria.

And many people find themselves in the 
position of making a judgment call. We 
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tragedies marked by Tish'a b'Av - the 
first one, the one that gave Tish'a b'Av its 
dark character - was the decree against 
the (adult males of the) "Generation of 
the Wilderness". The sedra serves as a 
reproach for our poor attitudes and lack of 
commitment to the Land. It is as if G-d is 
saying to us: "Do not continue in the ways 
of that generation. Reverse the effect of that 
terrible punishment by heeding the call of 
Kalev and Yehoshua." When we, the Jewish 
People of today, succeed in "repairing" 
the negative attitudes and actions of the 
generation of the spies, the generation 
whose sins caused the destruction of 
the first Temple, the generation whose 
gratuitous hatred and Lashon HaRa caused 
the destruction of the second Temple, then 
we will merit and be privileged to rejoice in 
the building of the third Beit HaMikdash, 
the restoration of Jews all over the world 
to this Land, and the spreading of Torah 
values and commitment to mitzvot to all 
of Klal Yisrael. D'varim and its message 
of the significance of Eretz Yisrael and the 
reminder of G-d's terrible anger against 
those who denigrate the Land of Israel is 
the "perfect" introduction to 9Av. Amazing, 
is it not, how relevant this message is 
today. "Behold, I have set the Land before 
you; go in and possess the Land..." May we 
be deserving (and even if not deserving) 

may not be afraid to make a just decision, 
even in the face of possible unpleasant 
ramifications.

What was just said about these two 
mitzvot can apply to the many other 
mitzvot related to the justice system. 
There are formal judges, and then there 
are the rest of us who are put into the 
judge's chair as parents, employers, co-
workers, students, friends, et al.

Once again, Eretz Yisrael is shown as the 
main focus and the People are urged not 
to fear what lies ahead.

On the phrase from 1:16 - Hear it among 
your brothers and judge fairly - the 
Gemara teaches us that judges may not 
hear one party to a case without the 
other present.

In the same pasuk, the reference to the 
convert in the context of judging teaches 
us that conversion to Judaism must be 
done by a Beit Din. The Gemara states 
that if a non-Jew decides on his own 
that he is Jewish, this does not constitute 
conversion. A Beit Din and fulfillment of 
halachic steps are required.

SHLISHI THIRD ALIYA             
17 P'SUKIM - 1:22-38

Moshe next recounts for the new 
generation, the episode of the spies.

SDT
Parshat D'varim was "made" 
to be read on the Shabbat 
before Tish'a b'Av...

The mishna states that one of the 

Condolences to 
David & Esther Lerner and family 

on the untimely passing of their 
grandson, 

Daniel z”l
המקום ינחם אתכם בתוך שאר אבלי ציון וירושלים
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to live in peace in all the Land of Israel, 
with all the People of Israel, according to 
the Torah of Israel.

Notice specifically, that of all the 
negative things done by the generation 
of the wilderness, it is only the Sin of the 
Spies that is spelled out in detail rather 
than REMEZ. It is more details (with 
differences) than we find back in Parshat 
Sh'lach. Everything else is scant hint and 
held for later review, if at all.

The Book of D'varim says over and over 
again that the Meraglim were wrong. 
They believed that the miraculous 
environment of the Wilderness was 
perfect for a Torah way of life. Not so. 
Moshe repeatedly tells us that Eretz 
Yisrael is the "real" place for the People 
of Israel.

OBSERVATION... Comparing Moshe's 
account with the original text in Sh’lach 
yields some interesting differences. 
Perhaps, most strikingly, is the blame 
Moshe takes upon himself. He even says 
that G-d banned him from Eretz Yisrael 
because of the Meraglim incident (when 
the Torah tells us that it was because of 
the hit instead of speak the rock incident).

On another note... It is clear that the 
original purpose of sending the men into 
the Land was to determine the best way 
to enter it and which border cities would 
be best to attack. It is equally clear that 
the purpose was NOT to decide whether to 
go or not. This is the major element of the 
Sin of the Spies and the people's reaction 
to their words. And it is clear that Moshe's 
approval of the idea was based upon the 

Eiferman Properties Ltd.
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R'VI'I FOURTH ALIYA                
9 P'SUKIM - 1:39-2:1

As Moshe Rabeinu is telling the new 
generation what has happened, he 
is continually warning them against 
repeating the blunders of their 
predecessors. It is specifically this new 
generation that the previous one worried 
about. They cried that their children 
would be orphans. Those same children 
are now the one's about to enter the Land.

Moshe also tells them of the tragic results 
in the People's attempt to go into the 
Land against G-d's wishes. It won't work 
without G-d's help; it cannot fail with His 
help. This is the lesson of more that 3300 
years ago; this is the lesson for today.

SDT
Rashi records a tradition 
that the People of Israel 
spent 19 years - half of the 

wandering time - in one location, Kadesh. 
The actual wandering was much less than 
40 years. On the other hand, there were 
places in which the people only spent a 
day or so.

As many times as Moshe repeated the 
story and lessons to be learned from 
the Sin of the Spies, to the people of 
that generation, these same stories and 
lessons have been repeated thousands of 
times for the benefit of each and every 
Jew throughout the generations. Why 
does the Torah tells us to Remember the 
Shabbat day and make it holy? To remind 
us that it is important to make Kiddush as 
Shabbat begins and say Havdala as it ends, 
and to honor and sanctify the Shabbat in 

"proper" motive for sending the scouts in 
the first place and not for the way it turned 
out.

This idea is applicable to our times. A 
pilot trip to Israel should not be to decide 
whether or not to live in Israel. It should be 
for determining how best to make Aliya. 
Making Aliya should be the given.

Moshe shares the blame with the spies 
and announces that he had approved of 
the suggestion to send them. He explains 
what had happened as a result of the spies' 
report. Moshe's arguments (and those of 
Kalev and Yehoshua) were unsuccessful 
in calming the people's panic. As a result, 
G-d decreed that none of the adult males 
(except for Kalev and Yehoshua) would 
enter the Land. Moshe tells them that he 
too was banned from entering the Land. It 
is to be Yehoshua who will lead the People 
henceforth.

We can see the special qualities of a true 
leader of the Jewish People. Moshe Rabeinu 
did not leave the blame for the Sin of the 
Spies with the people. He shouldered some 
of it (a lot of it) himself.
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many other ways. Why tell us about Cheit 
HaMeraglim? Because it is an important 
reminder for us about the significance of 
Eretz Yisrael in G-d's Plan for the people 
of Israel.

CHAMISHI 5TH ALIYA               
29 P'SUKIM - 2:2-30

[S> 2:2 (6 + 12/17 - there is a parsha-break in 
the middle of 2:8)] The People next turned 
northward and were warned not to fight 
with the people of Eisav, for their land is 
theirs as an inheritance. Only purchasing 
food and water for their journey past Eisav's 
territory would be permitted. [S> 2:8 (5/17 + 
8 p'sukim; this parsha begins in the middle 
of a pasuk)] They turned (from Edom) and 
headed towards Mo'av. Moav's territory 
was also placed off-limits because it was an 
inheritance for the descendants of Lot.

Various peoples are named for the 
different lands in the area.

The wandering took 38 years until G-d 
told the People to cross into the territory 
of Amon and Moav, but without fighting 
there. Both Edom and Amon/Moav had 
fought for their land as Israel will be doing 
soon.

[S> 2:17 (14)] Next, the people passed 
Amonite territory. Here too they were 
not allowed by G-d to fight against the 
Amonites. Sichon the Amorite was not so 
fortunate. He was offered peace - same 
terms as with Eisav's people - but he 
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of Reuven, Gad, and half of Menashe.

The victories on the East Bank of the 
Jordan helped build Israel's confidence for 
the difficult times to come upon crossing 
the Jordan into Eretz Yisrael. This new 
generation, the children of slaves, needed 
the multi-faceted preparation that the 
years of wandering provided, in order to 
be able to succeed in their conquest and 
settling of the Land.

SH'VII SEVENTH ALIYA               
8 P'SUKIM - 3:15-22

The description of the "East Bank" land 
continues. Moshe repeats the instructions 
to the 2 tribes for settling their territory. 
Only after the successful conquest and 
settlement of the Land of Israel, will 
these men be permitted to return to 
their families and cities. Moshe has 
commanded Yehoshua to note well the 
victories to date and not to fear what is to 
come.

The last 3 p'sukim are reread for the 
Maftir. The custom is to call the Rav of the 
community or a prominent member of 
the congregation to Maftir Chazon (not a 
rule, but a common practice).

rejected it, clearing the way for Israel to 
successfully conquer his land.

[This is reminiscent of the future (yes, 
we know that it usually is the other way 
around), Israel's victory in the Six Day War. 
Israel said to Jordan, that if it stayed out of 
the conflict, Israel would leave it alone. 
Jordan decided to attack (whatever their 
reason) and as a result, all of Jerusalem, 
and Yehuda and Shomron ended up 
back in our hands. If that is part of Eretz 
Yisrael - which it is, and we got that land 
in a war we were fighting for survival - 
not an aggressive war of conquest, then 
why should we give up even one square 
centimeter of our land? Population 
problems? Let's solve them in a way that is 
NOT self-destructive. Not so easy when the 
population around us and in our midst is 
taught to hate us.]

SHISHI SIXTH ALIYA                
21 P'SUKIM - 2:31-3:14

[S> 2:31 (29)] Moshe continues his narrative 
with the details of the victories over Sichon 
and his land. Og, king of Bashan, also fell 
to Israel. Moshe describes the conquered 
lands that have been promised to the tribes 

Deadline for ads for next week is Sunday, July 26 (early printing 
due to 9 Av). 
Ita Rochel- 02 5609125 or ttads@ouisrael.org

The next edition of Torah Tidbits, the week of Tisha B'Av, will be distributed on 
Tuesday the 7th of Av.



OU ISRAEL CENTER         15

HAFTARA 27 P'SUKIM             
YESHAYAHU 1:1-27

This is the third of the haftarot of Tragedy. 
The prophet speaks of the accumulation of 
terrible sins and acts of unfaithfulness to 
G-d which lead to the destruction of Zion 
and Jerusalem. This haftara is 'perfectly' 
suited to precede Tish'a b'Av. Most of this 
haftara is read in the tune of Eicha, rather 
than the regular haftara tune. The final 
p'sukim switch to the regular haftara 
melody because they contain the promise 
of an end to exile and the rebuilding of 
Zion and Jerusalem in a mode of justice 
and righteousness. This bright note is 
appropriate for Shabbat, in contrast to the 
main part of the prophecy which Shabbat 
has no choice but to tolerate, so to speak, 
since it is right before Tish'a b'Av.

Yeshayahu contrasts the people of Israel, 
who had become unfaithful to G-d, with 
animals, who instinctively acknowledge 
their owners. "An ox knows its owner and 
a donkey recognizes its owner's pen." In 
an allusion to this pasuk, the Yerushalmi 
tells the story of Rabbi Yochanan ben 
Torata who sold his ox to a non-Jew. The 
ox refused to work on Shabbat, until Rabbi 
Yochanan whispered in its ear that it was 
now owned by a non-Jew and must work 
on Shabbat. Which it then did. There is also 
the story of the donkey of Rabbi Pinchas 
b. Yair. These stories give us insight into 
the harsh criticism of the People of Israel 
who repeatedly "do not know" their 
Creator. Loyalty to a master is one of the 
many lessons we must learn from (some) 
animals. 
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THE PERSON
 IN THE PARSHA

BY RABBI DR. TZVI HERSH WEINREB
OU Executive Vice President, Emeritus

Words,                
Mere Words
 

I have kept my time-worn copy of 
Roget’s Thesaurus in my personal 
library since I was in the seventh grade. 

It was given to me by my teacher, Mr. 
Zeller, who introduced me to the beauty 
of language and who first stimulated my 
fascination with words. He taught me to 
use this thesaurus in order to use language 
effectively and with precision.

There are those who scoff at words, 
deeming them to be much weaker than 
concrete objects. These are the people who 
distinguish between the “real world” and 
the world of “mere” verbal expression. 
Life has taught me, however, that these 
individuals are very wrong. Words are 
important not just in the social world, 
but have influence and impact upon the 
physical world as well.

With this week’s Torah portion, D’varim 
(D’varim 1:1-3:22), we begin an entirely 
new book: D’varim, the fifth book of the 
Torah. This book differs from the previous 
four in many ways. In the first four books 
of the Torah, events take place, activities 
are performed, and stories happen. Not 
so in D’varim. It is fundamentally one long 

speech; an exquisitely eloquent address, 
delivered over a period of forty days. 

Events are described in D’varim, but no 
event actually takes place in the entire 
book. That is, until the concluding eight 
verses which describe the death of Moshe.

There is no storyline in this book . It 
consists of words of review, words of 
rebuke, words of instruction, and words 
of inspiration. Words, mere words. It is no 
wonder, then, that in Hebrew, the book is 
called D’varim, “Words.”

Perhaps it is because of my lifelong 
obsession with words that this particular 
book is so personally significant to me. For 
many years, beginning with the week after 
I was bar mitzvah, I was the Torah reader 
for my shul, the ba’al koreh. I remember 
how thrilled I was as I chanted the words 
of Chumash D’varim. I recall savoring the 
very sounds of the words and absorbing 
the simple meaning of what I was chanting.

What is most astounding about this book-
length address is that it is given by Moshe, 
who, by his own admission, was not a man 
of words. You certainly will recall that it 
was in the Torah portion of Sh’mot which 
we read many months ago that Moshe at 
first declined God’s mission. He refused 
to be the one to deliver the Jewish People 
from Egypt. He said, “Please, O Lord, I have 
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never been a man of words...I am slow of 
speech and slow of tongue.” (Sh’mot 4:10)

Language requires a 
relationship in order to be 
effective. Much depends upon 
the speaker, but the speaker 
must have a listener

Our Torah portion begins, “These are 
the words that Moshe addressed to all 
Israel…” Our Sages in the Midrash find 
this phenomenon remarkable. Say the 
rabbis in the Midrash, “Yesterday he said 
‘I am not a man of words,’ and today he 
says ‘These are the words?!’ ...Rabbi Elazar 
put it this way: ‘Yesterday he was a pasilus 
[pasilus is a Greek word meaning a person 
with a severe speech defect], and now he 
proclaims ‘These are the words!’ “

A contemporary rabbi, Yehuda Shaviv, 
whose work MiSinai Ba I so admire, makes 
the same point using different words: 
“This talent of Moshe is a wondrous one. 
He, who began his leadership career so 
convinced that he was inarticulate that he 
depended upon his brother Aaron to be the 
spokesman able to convey his ideas to his 
audience, has now become, as his days are 
waning, a facile and persuasive speaker.”

How are we to understand this 
transformation? I maintain that one cannot 
fully comprehend the unique nature of the 
book of D’varim and its message unless 
he can answer the question which must 
trouble the alert reader and which so 
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troubled the aforementioned rabbis: Why 
did Moshe change?

Rabbi Shaviv offers a most suggestive 
approach to solving this dilemma. He 
begins by pointing out that Moshe led 
his people for forty years but spoke to 
them more in the last forty days of his life 
than he did for the entire duration of his 
leadership.

He argues that we must postulate that 
Moshe only now began to sense that the 
ears of the Israelites were at last receptive 
and attentive. They were finally ready 
to hear his words and to assimilate his 
message. Their hearts were now ready 
to open up and to understand both his 
words of faith and his words of rebuke. 
They were now ready to hear the hymn of 
mitzvot, statutes, and laws.

There is a very important lesson here. 
Language requires a relationship in order 
to be effective. Much depends upon the 
speaker, but the speaker must have a 
listener. Monologues do not communicate. 
Dialogs do. A speaker’s eloquence depends 
upon his conviction that someone is 
listening.

Rabbi Shaviv proceeds to impart yet 
another creative teaching in his masterful 
little essay on this week’s Torah portion. 
Moshe becomes able to deliver his 
impressive address not only because he 
finally senses that he had a receptive 
audience. Rather, he can do so also because 
he has finally overcome his mistrust of 
“mere words.”

Remember the tragedy of Moshe’s life, 
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and remember the sin for which he was 
punished. The Almighty instructed him, 
when the people complained of thirst, to 
speak to the rock from which water would 
then flow. God instructed him to use “mere 
words.”

But instead, Moshe struck the rock with his 
staff. He only trusted a concrete object, a 
“real thing.” He mistrusted “mere words.” 
In a sense he was guilty of the same error of 
those to whom I referred at the beginning 
of this essay, to those who scoff at words.

So serious was his choice of things 
over words that God considered it an 
unforgivable flaw. God deemed it a 
sin deserving tragic punishment. He, 
therefore, deprived Moshe of achieving 
his most precious dream: entering the 
Promised Land.

The entire book of D’varim is evidence that 
Moshe learned his lesson well. He may 
have failed to use words to draw water 
from the rock, but he succeeded gloriously 
in using words to inspire his people, words 
which continue to reverberate eternally 
for all of us.

“Mere words,” you say? I hope I have 
convinced you of their supreme 
importance by sharing with you my own 
conviction of the importance of words, 
a conviction which began for me in the 
seventh grade.

Thank you, Mr. Zeller, wherever you are. 
And thank you, Rabbi Shaviv, for your 
insights into this week’s parsha. I hope 
that I have conveyed them as satisfactorily 
to my audience as you did to yours. 
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Followership

In the last month of his life, Moses 
gathered the people. He instructed 
them about the laws they were to keep 

and reminded them of their history since 
the Exodus. That is the substance of the 
book of Devarim. Early in this process, 
he recalled the episode of the spies – the 
reason the people’s parents were denied 
the opportunity to enter the land. He 
wanted the next generation to learn the 
lesson of that episode and carry it with 
them always. They needed faith and 
courage. Perhaps that has always been 
part of what it means to be a Jew.

But the story of the spies as he tells it here 
is very different indeed from the version 
in Shelach Lecha (Num. 13-14), which 
describes the events as they happened 
at the time, almost 39 years earlier. The 
discrepancies between the two accounts 
are glaring and numerous. Here I want to 
focus only on two.

First: who proposed sending the spies? 
In Shelach, it was God who told Moses 
to do so. “The Lord said to Moses, ‘Send 
men…” In our parsha, it was the people 
who requested it: “Then all of you came 
to me and said, ‘Let us send men …” Who 
was it: God or the people? This makes a 
massive difference to how we understand 
the episode.

Second: what was their mission? In our 
parsha, the people said, “Let us send men 
to spy out [veyachperu] the land for us” 
(Deut. 1:22). The twelve men “made for 
the hill country, came to the wadi Eshcol, 
and spied it out [vayeraglu]” (Deut. 1:24). 
In other words, our parsha uses the two 
Hebrew verbs, lachpor and leragel, that 
mean to spy. 

But as I pointed out in Covenant and 
Conversation Shelach, the account there 
conspicuously does not mention spying. 
Instead, thirteen times, it uses the verb 
latur, which means to tour, explore, 
travel, inspect. Even in our parsha, when 
Moses is talking, not about the spies but 
about God, he says He “goes before you 
on your journeys—to seek out (latur) 
the place where you are to encamp”                                    
(Deut. 1:33).

According to Malbim, latur means to seek 
out what is good about a place. Lachpor 
and leragel mean to seek out what is weak, 
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vulnerable, exposed, defenceless. Touring 
and spying are completely different 
activities, so why does the account in our 
parsha present what happened as a spying 
mission, which the account in Shelach 
emphatically does not?

These two questions combine with a third, 
prompted by an extraordinary statement 
of Moses in our parsha. Having said that 
the spies and the people were punished by 
not living to enter the promised land, he 
then says:

Because of you, the Lord was incensed with 
me also, and He said: you shall not enter 
it either. Joshua son of Nun, who attends 
you, he shall enter it. Strengthen him, 
because he will lead Israel to inherit it. 
(Deut. 1:37-38)

The account in our parsha, a 
generation later, was meant 
not to inform but to warn

This is very strange indeed. It is not like 
Moses to blame others for what seems 
to be his own failing. Besides which, it 
contradicts the testimony of the Torah 
itself, which tells us that Moses and Aaron 
were punished by not being permitted to 
enter the land because of what happened 
at Kadesh when the people complained 
about the lack of water. What they did 
wrong is debated by the commentators. 
Was it that Moses hit the rock? Or that he 
lost his temper? Or some other reason? 
Whichever it was, that was when God 
said: “Because you did not trust in Me 
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enough to honour Me as holy in the sight 
of the Israelites, you will not bring this 
community into the land I give them” 
(Num. 20:12). This was some 39 years after 
the episode of the spies.

As to the discrepancy between the two 
accounts of the spies, R. David Zvi Hoffman 
argued that the account in Shelach tells 
us what happened. The account in our 
parsha, a generation later, was meant not to 
inform but to warn. Shelach is a historical 
narrative; our parsha is a sermon. These 
are different literary genres with different 
purposes.

As to Moses’ remark, “Because of you, the 
Lord was incensed with me,” Ramban 
suggests that he was simply saying that 
like the spies and the people, he too was 
condemned to die in the wilderness. 
Alternatively, he was hinting that no one 
should be able to say that Moses avoided 
the fate of the generation he led.

However, Abarbanel offers a fascinating 
alternative. Perhaps the reason Moses 
and Aaron were not permitted to enter 
the land was not because of the episode 
of water and the rock at Kadesh. That is 
intended to distract attention from their 
real sins. Aaron’s real sin was the Golden 
Calf. Moses’ real sin was the episode of the 
spies. The hint that this was so is in Moses’ 
words here, “Because of you, the Lord was 
incensed with me also.”

How though could the episode of the 
spies have been Moses fault? It wasn’t 
he who proposed sending them. It was 
either God or the people. He did not go 

on the mission. He did not bring back 
a report. He did not demoralise the 
people. Where then was Moses at fault? 
Why was God angry with him?

The answer lies in the first two questions: 
who proposed sending the spies? And why 
is there a difference in the verbs between 
here and Shelach?

Following Rashi, the two accounts, here 
and in Shelach, are not two different 
versions of the same event. They are 
the same version of the same event, but 
split in two, half told there, half here. It 
was the people who requested spies (as 
stated here). Moses took their request to 
God. God acceded to the request, but as 
a concession, not a command: “You may 
send,” not “You must send” (as stated in 
Shelach).

A leader is not always in 
control of the situation. True 
leadership is impossible in 
the face of the madness of 
crowds

However, in granting permission, God 
made a specific provision. The people had 
asked for spies: “Let us send men ahead 
to spy out [veyachperu] the land for us.” 
God did not give Moses permission to send 
spies. He specifically used the verb latur, 
meaning, He gave permission for the men 
to tour the land, come back and testify that 
it is a good and fertile land, flowing with 
milk and honey.
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The people did not need spies. As Moses 
said, throughout the wilderness years 
God has been going “ahead of you on your 
journey, in fire by night and in a cloud by 
day, to search out places for you to camp 
and to show you the way you should 
go” (Deut. 1:33). They did however need 
eyewitness testimony of the beauty and 
fruitfulness of the land to which they had 
been travelling and for which they would 
have to fight.

Moses, however, did not make this 
distinction clear. He told the twelve men: 
“See what the land is like and whether the 
people who live there are strong or weak, 
few or many. What kind of land do they 
live in? Is it good or bad? What kind of 
towns do they live in? Are they unwalled 
or fortified?” This sounds dangerously like 
instructions for a spying mission. 

When ten of the men came back with 

a demoralising report and the people 
panicked, at least part of the blame lay 
with Moses. The people had asked for 
spies. He should have made it clear that 
the men he was sending were not to act 
as spies.

How did Moses come to make such a 
mistake? Rashi suggests an answer. Our 
parsha says: “Then all of you came to me 
and said, ‘Let us send men ahead to spy out 
the land for us.” The English does not 
convey the sense of menace in the original. 
They came, says Rashi, “in a crowd,” 
without respect, protocol or order. They 
were a mob, and they were potentially 
dangerous. This mirrors the people’s 
behaviour at the beginning of the story 
of the Golden Calf: “When the people saw 
that Moses was so long in coming down 
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from the mountain, they gathered against 
Aaron and said to him…” 

Joshua, serving Moses 
throughout the wilderness 
years, was a role-model of 
what it is to be a follower

Faced with an angry mob, a leader is not 
always in control of the situation. True 
leadership is impossible in the face of the 
madness of crowds. Moses’ mistake, if the 
analysis here is correct, was a very subtle 
one, the difference between a spying 
mission and a morale-boosting eyewitness 
account of the land. Even so, it must have 
been almost inevitable given the mood of 
the people.

That is what Moses meant when he said, 
“because of you the Lord was incensed 
with me too.” He meant that God was 
angry with me for not showing stronger 
leadership, but it was you – or rather, 
your parents – who made that leadership 
impossible.

This suggests a fundamental, counterintu-
itive truth. There is a fine TED talk about 
leadership.1 It takes less than 3 minutes to 
watch, and it asks, “What makes a leader?” 
It answers: “The first follower.” 

There is a famous saying of the Sages: 
“Make for yourself a teacher and acquire 
for yourself a friend.”2 The order of the 
verbs seems wrong. You don’t make a 

1  Derek Sivers, ‘How to Start a Movement.’ 
2  Mishnah, Avot 1:6.

teacher, you acquire one. You don’t acquire 
a friend, you make one. In fact, though, the 
statement is precisely right. You make a 
teacher by being willing to learn. You make 
a leader by being willing to follow. When 
people are unwilling to follow, even the 
greatest leader cannot lead. That is what 
happened to Aaron at the time of the Calf, 
and in a far more subtle way to Moses at 
the time of the spies.

That, I would argue, is one reason why 
Joshua was chosen to be Moses’ successor. 
There were other distinguished candidates, 
including Pinchas and Caleb. But Joshua, 
serving Moses throughout the wilderness 
years, was a role-model of what it is to be 
a follower. That, the Israelites needed to 
learn.

I believe that followership is the great 
neglected art. Followers and leaders 
form a partnership of mutual challenge 
and respect. To be a follower in Judaism 
is not to be submissive, uncritical, 
blindly accepting. Questioning and 
arguing part of the relationship. Too 
often, though, we decry a lack of 
leadership when we are really suffering 
from a lack of followership.

Shabbat Shalom 

Covenant and Conversation 5780 is kindly 
supported by the Maurice Wohl Charitable 
Foundation in memory of Maurice and 
Vivienne Wohl z”l.

These weekly teachings from Rabbi Sacks 
are part of the ‘Covenant & Conversation’ 
series on the weekly Torah reading. Read 
more on www.rabbisacks.org.
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The choice of the first chapter of 
Sefer Yeshayahu as the haftarah 
for this Shabbat is somewhat 

curious. The first two selections of the 
three haftarot of condemnation that 
precede Tish’a B’av are understandable 
as they are the opening visions of the navi 
Yirmiyahu, the prophet of the churban, 
the destruction of the Beit Mikdash and 
the subsequent exile of Israel from her 
land. But Sefer Yishayahu, written by the 
navi known as the Prophet of Nechama, 
of comfort, would seem to be a strange 
source for the reading that precedes the 
day of mourning, marking the destruction 
of both Batei Mikdash.

Remarkably, as Rav Moshe Lichtenstein 
points out, the gemara (Megilla 31a-b) 
actually divides this perek and suggests 
that the first part is to be read when 
Rosh Chodesh Av coincides with Shabbat 
while the second part of that first chapter 
(starting at pasuk 21) should be read on 
Tish’a B’Av itself. However, the actual 
custom, as we know, is to read both 
sections of perek aleph on the Shabbat 
before Tish’a B’av and, over the years, has 
even been used to identify the Shabbat - 
Shabbat Chazon. What, then, did Chazal 
see in the words of this navi of consolation 
that carries such an important message for 
this Shabbat?

Although Yeshayahu condemns many 

PROBING
THE PROPHETS

BY RABBI NACHMAN (NEIL) WINKLER
Faculty, OU Israel Centerl

types of sinful behavior of which ancient 
Israel was guilty, practices that would teach 
us what angered Hashem and, therefore, 
what we must avoid, I am especially moved 
by the words of G-d Himself that the navi 
quotes: “…gam ki tarbu tefilla eineni 
shome’a,” “…even if you would increase 
your prayer - I will not listen.” Even when 
we daven fervently Hashem won’t listen 
to our tefillot?? How can that be? How can 
we pray for forgiveness if the forgiving G-d 
refuses to even hear those prayers?? All is 
lost!!?? Is there no chance of repentance, 
of return?? What is there for us if we 
cannot offer our sincere supplications and 
entreaties to Hashem? If hearing those 
words won’t make us cry - what words 
would? It seems that G-d is telling us that 
we have lost our only connection to our 
Father in heaven.

Or is that really His message?

Yeshayahu, speaking to the people of his 
generation, knew their thoughts and their 
beliefs very well. Many in that generation 
accepted the view of the pagan world that 
the more powerful “god” would defeat 
the less powerful one. Wars between 
nations were seen as wars between their 
respective “gods.” Unfortunately, such 
an approach was adopted by many in 
Israel as well. The Judeans felt confident 
that Hashem’s “house” could never be 
destroyed since theirs was the most 
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powerful G-d Who could not be defeated. 
For that same reason, they believed that 
G-d Himself would never allow others to 
destroy His Beit Mikdash because it would 
prove to the enemies that He was not the 
most powerful of all (ch”v). 

It followed, therefore, that as long as 
the Temple stood and the sacrificial rite 
remained, they could never be overrun by 
the enemy, as the prophets had predicted. 
It was this confidence that had them close 
their ears to the warnings and criticisms of 
the nevi’im over the years. But they kept 
on sacrificing and praying.

And so, G-d teaches them that prayers and 
sacrifices are not guarantees because they 
have brought no change in your behavior. 
The purpose of any worship is to draw 
one closer to Hashem. When prayers and 
sacrifices are given merely as “insurance 
policies” and not through a sincere desire 
to understand what G-d wants of us, a 
search to know what we can do in order 
to endear ourselves to the Divine, then 
they are useless. If you pray regularly and 
continue to sin regularly – G-d does not 
accept your prayers. Worse, He doesn’t 
even listen to them because they are 
meaningless.

We are challenged to leave the Beit Knesset 
after our tefillot feeling changed, uplifted, 
closer to Hashem. As we hope for a return 
to Tefilla B’tzibur IN a Beit Knesset, we 
should also be hoping to find greater 
meaning to our prayers. 

That is what Hashem wants.

That is what we should ALL want. 

www.ashleywilde.co.il

• Curtains & draperies
• Designer curtains
• Venetian & Woven wood blinds
• Blackout, Vertical, Roller, Roman & 
Pleated shades
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Rav Kehilla, Nofei HaShemesh
Maggid Shiur, Daf Yomi, OU.org
Senior Ra"M, Kerem B'Yavneh

 RABBI SHALOM
ROSNER

committed at each location. Aravah – the 
egel ha-zahav; Paran – the meraglim; Tofel – 
the complaints about the manna; Hazeros 
– Korach. What about Di Zahav? Rashi 
explains: “He rebuked them with respect 
to the golden calf that they built due to the 
abundance of gold they had….” 

Whenever we are trying to 
improve someone else, as 
a parent, as a teacher, as a 
friend, at the same time that 
we are pushing down, we 
have to be raising up

The Gemara (Berachot 32a) interprets 
the allusion of Di Zahav a bit differently: 
“Moshe said to Hashem: The riches you 
gave to Bnei Yisrael until they said ‘enough’ 
(‘dai’) is what caused them to erect the 
golden (‘zahav’) calf.” Moshe blames 

Accusing               
or Excusing?
בעבר  ישראל  כל  אל  משה  דבר  אשר  הדברים  אלה 

ולבן  ובין תפל  בין פארן  הירדן במדבר בערבה מול סוף 

וכתרות ודי זהב )דברים א:א(

These are the words which Moshe spoke 
to all Israel on that side of the Jordan in 
the desert (aravah), in the plain opposite 
the Red Sea, between Paran and Tofel 
and Lavan and Hazerot and Di Zahav.   
(Devarim 1:1)

Even though when we read the first pasuk 
of the parsha it sounds like Moshe Rabbeinu 
is mentioning different locations along the 
journey through the desert, Chazal explain 
that each location refers to an earlier 
transgression. Moshe was rebuking the 
nation for previous transgressions. 

Rashi tells us which transgression was 

Securities offered through Portfolio Resources Group. Inc., member of FINRA, SIPC, MSRB, SIFMA

US BROKERAGE SERVICES IN ISRAEL

Get the Best of Both Worlds
Keep your money in the US and receive

local expert investment advice 

02-624-0995  054-599-9530
aaron@lighthousecapital.co.il  www.aaronkatsman.com

CALL



OU ISRAEL CENTER         29

Hashem for the sin of the golden calf. After 
hundreds of years of slavery, He took them 
out of Egypt with great miracles and gave 
them vast riches. What can be expected 
of someone who becomes a millionaire 
overnight? It is hard to deal with so much 
good fortune so quickly. It is Your fault, 
Hashem, for having spoiled them! 

Asks Rav Asher Weiss (Minchas Asher), 
what is transpiring? Is Moshe Rabbeinu 
rebuking Am Yisrael or Hashem? Actually, 
it is both. On the one hand, Moshe is 
giving us mussar, but at the same time, he 
is defending us. Whenever we are trying 
to improve someone else, as a parent, as 
a teacher, as a friend, at the same time 
that we are pushing down, we have to be 
raising up. At the same time that we’re 
accusing, we have to be excusing. As the 
Gemara (Sanhedrin 107b) states, “With the 
left-hand push away, and with the right-
hand embrace.”

Moshe Rabbeinu is the messenger of 
Hashem and our messenger as well. He’s 
the go-between, in both directions. From 
Hashem’s point of view, he’s giving us 
mussar. But from our point of view, he 
is defending us before Hashem.  May 
we take this lesson with us and carefully 
balance rebuking and defending our 
students and children.  Especially during 
this time period when the Beit Hamikdash 
was destroyed for sinat chinam, may we 
embrace rather than criticize each other. 

על אלה אני בוכיה
Exploring the Kinot of Tisha b’Av

Thursday, 9 Av • July 30

“STUDYING THE THOUGHTS  
OF RABBI SOLOVEITCHIK AND  

THE ARCHAEOLOGY  
SURROUNDING THE KINOT”

Rabbi Dr. Kenneth Brander
President and Rosh HaYeshiva

Ohr Torah Stone

9:00am – 11:00am 
https://zoom.us/j/98338863508

 "תשעה באב תש׳׳פ – האם 
 ההזוי נהפך למציאות?" 

אמירת קינות בשילוב הסברים, 
מקורות, סרטונים ועוד.

Rabbi Yehoshua Grunstein
Director of Training and Placement for the  

Beren-Amiel and Straus-Amiel Emissary Programs, 
Ohr Torah Stone

9:00am – 1:10pm 
https://qrgo.page.link/QzEq2

www.ots.org.il

OTS0188_TT_6.35x19_CMYK_190720.indd   1OTS0188_TT_6.35x19_CMYK_190720.indd   1 19/07/2020   17:1519/07/2020   17:15
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Powerful 
Perspective

Parshat Devarim always coincides 
with Shabbat Chazon, the Shabbat 
before Tisha B’av. Let us therefore 

find some direction within the parsha 
to help us navigate the intensity of this 
period.  

In retelling the tragic story of the 
meraglim, Moshe Rabbeinu describes 
how the people “complained within their 
tents and said, it is with the hatred of 
Hashem that He took us out of Mitzrayim” 
(Devarim 1;27).  The Midrash Yalkut 
Shimoni notes that this response caused 
the destruction of the Beit Hamikdash. 
It is our obligation, says the Sefat Emet, 
to believe that all Hashem does for us is 
good.  When Am Yisrael failed to believe 

in this reality, when they spoke of 
Hashem’s hatred towards them, it indeed 
turned into hatred and destruction. Rav 
Gedalyah Schorr in Ohr Gedalyahu points 
out the name of this month  – Menachem 
Av — conveys this important lesson.  The 
month of destruction and devastation 
should be understood with this deeper 
perspective; Hashem loves us, cares for us 
and wishes to comfort us. Our challenges 
and difficulties in life are akin to the 
chastisement of a caring parent.  Although 
painful for the child, it is perceived as 
coming from love, not from a punitive 
place.  

Rav Tzvi Meyer Zilverberg imagines for 
us the ‘conversation’ that perhaps ensued 
between Hashem and the Jewish People at 
the final moments prior to their exile.  The 
gemara (Yoma 54b) recounts that when 
the enemy stormed the Beit Hamikdash to 
destroy it, they found the keruvim, which 
usually faced away from each other when 
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What Our Customers Have To Say

Tired of customer service that
 doesn't understand you?
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Phone, TV & Internet  
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CONTACT US NOW
02-658-0010
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" I’m really happy that I switched over to 
TCS, and now that I’m a customer I’m not 
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an issue with my phone or internet, I can 
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getting help in English - from a native 
English speaker like me! "

Barry, Efrat

the Jewish People disobeyed the word of 
Hashem, surprisingly embracing each 
other. At that poignant moment Hashem 
was expressing to His people how much 
He loved them and cared for them.  
This holy embrace has accompanied 
Am Yisrael throughout our tumultuous 
history, pogroms and holocausts.  
Hashem wants us to know that behind 
all these events is a loving Father who 
watches over every one of us and that all 
we endure is ultimately for our benefit. 

This is the Shabbat during 
which we can envision the 
future Beit Hamikdash

Rav Avraham Schorr in HaLekach 
Vhalebuv, further quotes the Sefat Emet 
who notes it is particularly when we view 
these events as signs of love that they 
indeed transform the experience into 
one of love.  Our perception creates the 
reality. “Ohev et hatochachot” (Avot 6;6) 
means the following — when one loves 
the challenges they encounter, when one 
understands it all comes from the One 
who loves enduringly, the very pain is 
transformed into sweetness.  

Shabbat Chazon, the height of our 
national pain, is one of the holiest 
Shabbatot of the year.  This is the Shabbat 
during which we can envision the future 
Beit Hamikdash and geulah.  This time of 
sadness, redirected by our attitude, has 
the potential to be reestablished as a time 
of joy and hope; it is we who can create a 
new reality. 
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Dedicated L'Iluy Nishmas HaChaver 
Shlomo Michael ben Meir z'l 

Mashpiah, OU-NCSY
Executive Director, Camp HASC

 RABBI JUDAH
MISCHEL

Shabbos 
Chazon
 

Rav Shneur Kotler zt’l (d. 1982), Rosh 
Yeshiva of Beth Medrash Govoha of 
Lakewood was a humble gaon, the 

successor and son of the yeshiva’s founder, 
Rav Aharon Kotler zt’l. In 1940, newly 
engaged, Rav Shneur escaped to Eretz 
Yisrael, spending the war years living with 
his illustrious grandparents, Rav Isser 
Zalman & Rebbetzin Baila Hinda Meltzer, 
and learning in Yerushalayim. Meanwhile, 
his kallah-to-be, Rebbetzin Rishel, had 
escaped Europe and spent years in Japan 
and Shanghai.

During those chaotic and painful years 
of distance from his parents and fiancee, 
Rav Shneur developed an especially close 
relationship with his grandparents. After 
six long years, when the day arrived for 
Rav Shneur to head to his new home in 

the United States to be reunited with them, 
he parted from his grandparents with a 
heavy heart. 

Rav Isser Zalman, the beloved Gadol and 
Rosh Yeshiva of Etz Chaim was filled with 
emotion as he accompanied his beloved 
grandson down from their third-floor 
Yerushalayim apartment. Suddenly, when 
they reached the second-floor landing, 
Rav Isser Zalman abruptly stopped, and 
tearfully blessed Rav Shneur, hugging and 
kissing him effusively, and then turned 
and began to climb the steps back up to 
their apartment. 

A family member present was confused 
as to why Rav Isser Zalman had stopped 
midway, and asked the loving Zaidy 
why he didn’t accompany his cherished 
grandson all the way down to the taxi 
waiting below? 

Rav Isser Zalman became still, and said, “I 
thought to myself: the horrific war has just 
ended. My Shneur is heading to his chupah, 
but there are thousands of other ‘Shneurs’ 
who were murdered, who will never have 
that zechus. Many of our neighbors here 
in Yerushalayim are survivors who lost 
young relatives just like him. They might 
have seen me embracing my grandson 
and felt additional anguish….

When Rav Michel Yehudah Lefkovitch zt’l, 
a close talmid of Rav Isser Zalman heard 
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this poignant maaseh re-told, he choked 
back tears, and whispered, “Oy... I too 
knew so many of those Shneurs...”

MOSHE RABBEINU

This Shabbos marks the start of Sefer 
Devarim, Moshe Rabbeinu’s ‘swan song’, 
the Torah’s version of a ‘Last Dance’ of the 
greatest leader of all time. 

Chazal explain that Moshe had been 
chosen by Hashem to lead Am Yisrael 
as a result of his open heart, sensitivity 
and willingness to share the burden of 
his brothers and sisters. Having grown 
up in the aristocracy of the Egyptian 
palace, Moshe set out to connect with his 
brethren, and repeatedly intervened on 
their behalf. 

Despite all the personal 
suffering and hardship, we 
have shown fortitude

“In those days, vayigdal — Moshe grew 
up and went out to his brothers, vayar 
b’sivlosam — and looked at their burdens, 
and he saw an Egyptian man striking a 
Hebrew man of his brothers.” (Shemot 2:11) 
Rashi says that when seeing the Egyptian 
taskmaster beating the Ivri, Moshe nasan 
einav v’libo l’hiyos meitzar aleihem; Moshe 
“directed his eyes and his heart,” and 
looked at their burdens. He directed his 
eyes and his heart on them in such a way 
that he would be distressed over them.

More fundamental to the identity of Moshe 

Rabbeinu, “Our Teacher” and the greatest 
prophet who ever lived, is that he was a 
man of great moral sensitivity, kindness 
and love. He was dedicated to Klal Yisrael 
with every fiber of his being, “giving his 
eyes and heart to be meitzar aleihem, 
distressed over them”.

A parallel to Rashi’s description of Moshe’s 
sensitivity toward people is found in the 
opening siman of the Shulchan Aruch, 
the Code of Jewish Law (Ohr haChayim 
1:3), regarding the Temple: “It is fitting 
for every person who has fear of Heaven 
to be meitzar, anguished and concerned 
regarding the destruction of the Temple.”

There have been so many times 
throughout our history when we suffered 
unfathomable heartbreak and loss, and 
Tisha B’Av is the day when we allow 
ourselves to sit in the pain and sadness of 
it all. Shabbos Chazon, which immediately 
precedes our National day of mourning, is 
a time for us to open our eyes and hearts 
to the suffering of our Nation to remember 
all of the “Shneurs” of our history, and to 
remember that despite all the personal 
suffering and hardship, we have shown 
fortitude and resilient faith. We have 
never turned away from being “anguished 
and concerned” regarding our Temple, our 
precious communal and spiritual center. 
And we have always, and will always, 
direct our eyes and hearts to the welfare of 
our brothers and sisters. 

May this Tisha b’Av be converted to a day 
of feasting and rejoicing, with the end 
of all anguish and coming of Mashiach, 
B’mheira. 
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SIMCHAT SHMUEL 

This Shabbat is known as Shabbat 
Chazon - the Shabbat of Vision. 
Most associate that this Shabbat 

is called Shabbat Chazon because of the 
Haftara we recite from the first chapter of 
Sefer Yeshayahu: Yeshayahu’s vision of the 
churban of Yerushalayim. However, the 
days leading up to Tisha B’Av are not simply 
a time for us to reflect on the past, and the 
pain and loss of the Batei HaMikdash, the 
subsequent lengthy exile of the Jewish 
People, but are also an opportunity for us 
to begin to perceive and envision a better 
tomorrow. 

The Aish Kodesh, the Rebbe Piascetzna 
zy’a, suggests that although we associate 
the message of this Haftara to be 
Yeshayahu’s vision of the churban, giving 
us perspective and context to enable us 
to reflect on the tragic events that led to 
our exile, the Haftara concludes with the 
verse: Tzion B’Mishpat Tipadeh, V’Shaveha 
BiTzdaka - Zion shall be redeemed with 
justice, and those that return to her with 
righteousness.The Rebbe, as he does in 
so many of his powerful teachings, is 
reminding us that even when the Jewish 
People are besieged with pain and 
suffering, we must hold steadfast to the 
belief that Yishuat Hashem K’Heref Ayin 
-  that Hakadosh Baruch Hu can bring 
salvation with the blink of an eye! Even 
when our circumstances seem bleak, and 

it is beyond our capability to perceive 
from our limited human perspective how 
it might be possible, a Jew must always 
believe that indeed Yishuat Hashem 
K’Heref Ayin.

Not simply to believe 
intellectually or conceptually 
in the idea of redemption, 
but to believe that, that 
redemption, that better 
tomorrow for the entire world 
is indeed within our reach

Our Chazal teach us in Masechet Shabbat, 
that one of the fundamental questions 
which  each of us will be asked after 120 
years, when they leave this world, is tzipita 
liyishua -  Did you anticipate and long for 
redemption? 

The Netivot Shalom, the Admor of Slonim 
zy’a,  explains that there is a fundamental 
difference with the simple belief in the 
concept of redemption and anticipating 
that redemption. Anticipating redemption 
is one of the fundamental tenets of Jewish 
life, not simply to believe intellectually or 
conceptually in the idea of redemption, 
but to believe that, that redemption, that 
better tomorrow for the entire world 



OU ISRAEL CENTER         35

is indeed within our reach. The true 
question, explains the Rebbe, is how much 
do we really want that redemption? Have 
we demonstrated strongly enough that we 
believe it is within our sight and reach? 
Are we empowered to do everything we 
are personally capable of to contribute to 
making the world a better, safer, morally 
sound place? 

Yehi Ratzon, as we read the prophetic 
words of Yeshayahu on this Shabbat 
Chazon, may we indeed be moved to 
recall all the tragic events that led to our 
exile, but simultaneously be inspired 
to envision that better tomorrow that is 
within our reach, and to do everything in 
our capability to move the world closer to 
that better tomorrow. 

INSURING YOUR:
Home | Health | Life | 
Auto | Business | Travel 
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TUESDAY, JULY 28, 8:00PM

The Other Pandemic: 
Gossiping about Celebrities & Each Other

An important discussion about Shmirat HaLashon 
During the Nine Days 

With Heather Dean
Author and Media Personality

Former Broadcast Producer 
at MTV, E! Entertainment Television
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THURSDAYS AT 8:30 PM

 Jerusalem Community Hub
for Anglos & Torah

A new weekly shiur for young professionals 
featuring a dynamic rotation of speakers 
offering relevant messages rooted 
in the weekly Torah portion
Begins August 6th with 

Rabbi Sam Shor

Join Zoom Meeting
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83529763019

JCHAT Presents:

PARSHA PERSPECTIVES
Relevant Messages rooted in the weekly Torah Portion

OU ISRAEL CENTER      l      WWW.OUISRAEL.ORG      l     02-560-9110

SUNDAY, AUGUST 16, 8:00PM

A free seminar for young 
professionals with
Sara Berelowitz, 
Comptroller, OU Israel

Join Zoom Meeting
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83245419689

JCHAT Presents:

Managing Expenses 
in Uncertain Times

 Jerusalem Community Hub
for Anglos & Torah

LIKE US ON 
FACEBOOK

WATCH US ON 
YOU TUBE
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SUNDAY. JULY 26TH, 10AM EST
10AM EST, 5PM ISRAEL TIME

        OU Israel invites you to join our
 Virtual Beit Hamikdash 

Family Game Quiz
Register at  www.ouisrael.org/

beithamikdash

Linking our Lives2gether
for active single Olim, ages 60-75

Presents a new weekly get-together: 

SUNDAYS AT 7:00PM
Each week, a different subject will be 
presented by our members and guests.
Join us for a virtual night out.

For Zoom address and password contact
Chana Spivack
cspivack@ouisrael.org or 
050-229-4951

 22 KEREN HAYESOD, YERUSHALAYIM   l   02-560-9110    l   WWW.OUISRAEL.ORG
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A CALL TO JERUSALEM RESIDENTS!
We want to hear your voices!

Help us improve the post-Aliyah experience for Olim and make a difference. 
Please fill out the survey online if you are: 

Between the ages of 20 and 60 and made Aliyah to Jerusalem in the last 10 years

Enter your email for the raffle to win an Apple iPad or a dinner for two
                                  https://forms.gle/SkY8PGAK2FmfNB6R9

This survey is being 
conducted by the 
Jerusalem Institute of 
Policy Research & the 
Jerusalem Olim Center

The Traditional
NCSY-style

Kinot Program
presented by Dr. David Luchins

July 30th • 4:30-8:15pm Israel Time

Based on the teachings of
Rabbi Ahron Soloveichik zt'l

Zoom ID: 959 2794 7908
Password: 976220

Sponsored by
Dean Marian Stoltz-Loike and
Lander College for Women
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ֱאִלי ִצּיֹון ְוָעֶריָה 
 Tisha B’Av Kinot with Insights and 
Commentary from OU Israel Faculty

10:30-11:00AM    Rabbi Anthony Manning
      OU Israel Faculty

11:00-11:30AM    Rabbi Aaron Goldscheider
                Editor, Torah Tidbits

11:30AM-12:00PM   Rabbi Ezra Friedman
                Director, OU Israel’s Gustave and 
                Carol Jacobs Center for 
     Kashrut Education

12:00-12:30PM  Rabbi Sam Shor
               Program Director, OU Israel Center

l We will be reciting a selection of Kinot
l We recommend following along with us 
     in the Koren/OU Press Mesoret HaRav Kinot

Thursday, July 30, 10:30 AM-12:30 PM

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/81331760055

WWW.OUISRAEL.ORG
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The OU Israel VIRTUAL Center-Online and  Digital Shiurim

SUN, JULY 26 MON, JULY 27 TUE, JULY 28 WED, JULY 29 THURS, JULY 30

TISHA B’AV9:00 AM
Rabbi David Walk
Tehillim – Divine Poetry
https://zoom.
us/j/92253147141

10:15 AM
Rabbi Aharon Adler
https://zoom.
us/j/403831319

11:30 AM
Rabbi Yitzchak 
Breitowitz
Mishlei: Wisdom for Life 
(L’Ayla). https://us02web.
zoom.us/j/82280847618

2:00 PM 
Rabbi Jeffrey Bienenfeld
Men’s Gemara Chabura
https://zoom.
us/j/887981820

9:15 AM
Mrs. Pearl Borow
Sefer Daniel (L’Ayla)
https://zoom.us/j/144986284

10:30 AM
Rabbi Aaron Goldscheider
Chasidut on the Parsha
https://zoom.us/j/700303855 

11:45 AM
Rabbi Shmuel Herschler
Ethics, Family and Society 
in the writings of 
Rav Hirsch, Rav Kook 
and Rav Soloveitchik
https://zoom.us/j/81925157325

5:00 PM
Rabbi Shmuel Goldin
Parshat HaShavua
https://zoom.us/j/195174554

7:00 PM
Rabbi Baruch Taub 
Parshat HaShavua
https://zoom.us/j/888974573

9:00 PM
Rabbi Sam Shor
Penimiut HaTorah- Inspiration 
from the Masters of Jewish 
Thought
      facebook.com/OUIsrael

9:00 AM
Rabbi Yitzchak Breitowitz
Minchat  Chinuch. https://
zoom.us/j/89983298537

10:30 AM
Rabbi Avi Herzog
Sefer HaKuzari
https://us02web.zoom.
us/j/84083193142

2:00 PM 
Rabbi Jeffrey Bienenfeld
Men’s Gemara Chabura
https://zoom.us/j/887981820  

5:00 PM
Mrs. Sylvie Schatz (L’Ayla)
The 13 Attributes: From Moshe 
to Micha. https://zoom.
us/j/85177782268

9:00 AM
Rabbi Shimshon Nadel
Halacha and Medina
https://zoom.
us/j/6878683646

10:15 AM
Rabbi Anthony Manning
Contemporary Issues 
in Halacha and 
Hashkafa. https://zoom.
us/j/460662359

11:30 AM
Rabbi Alan Kimche
Great Jewish Thinkers
https://zoom.
us/j/772450422

Archived recordings of shiurim: https://www.ouisrael.org/video-library/

MISSED A CLASS?
 You can watch the 
recording at 
www.ouisrael.org/
video-library

*L’AYLA CLASSES 
ARE FOR 

WOMEN ONLY

LIKE US ON 
FACEBOOK

WATCH US ON 
YOU TUBE

Special Event
5:00 PM
Family Beit HaMikdash 
Virtual Competition
https://zoom.
us/j/85444886483

Special Event
8:00 PM
Shmirat HaLashon During 
the Nine Days:  Gossiping 
about Celebrities and 
Each Other. Heather 
Dean, Author and Media 
Personality
https://us02web.zoom.
us/j/83037053346

Tisha B’Av Kinot with Insights 
and Commentary from 
OU Israel Faculty

10:30AM 
Rabbi Anthony Manning

11:00 AM 
Rabbi Aaron Goldscheider

11:30AM 
Rabbi Ezra Friedman

12:00PM
Rabbi Sam Shor
https://us02web.zoom.
us/j/81331760055  
 
Tisha B’Av afternoon webcast 
with Rabbi Dr. Tzvi Hersh 
Weinreb & Rabbi Steven Weil 
https://www.ou.org/tishabav/
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Shabbat Chazon & Tish'a b'Av

RREEVVIIEEWW
This is an educational tool; actual halachic
questions should be put to a Rav. This is especially
true of circumstances that are out of the ordinary. 

The Shabbat before Tish'a b'Av is
known as SHABBAT CHAZON. The
name derives from the Haftara which
is read for Parshat D'varim, the first
chapter of Yeshayahu. 

Cleaning the house and other
preparations for Shabbat are as
usual. 

Although we do not eat meat during
the Nine Days (except for Shabbat),
one may taste (without swallowing)
food being cooked for Shabbat to
determine its flavor-needs. 

Many authorities permit bathing and
dressing for Shabbat as one would
usually do for any other Shabbat.
(This is common practice in Israel.)
Others impose some restrictions of
the Nine Days, such as washing only
with less pleasant water (temper-
ature-wise), and not bathing the
entire body at one time. 

Suggestion: Those who usually take
baths should opt for a shower on Erev
Shabbat Chazon. 

One may cut his/her fingernails on
Erev Shabbat Chazon - only during
the week in which 9Av falls, is it
forbidden.

One may wear fresh garments for
Shabbat, but not new ones. Some say
that they should be put on only right
before Shabbat.

Many shuls sing L'cha Dodi to the
tune of "Eli Tzion" from Tish'a b'Av
morning kinot. Some frown upon this
custom as a public display of
mourning on Shabbat. Nonetheless, it
is a common custom. 

It is permissible to drink wine and
eat meat once a person has taken
Shabbat, even if it is before sunset. 

Many shuls read the pasuk beginning
with the word "Eicha" (D'varim 1:12)
to the tune of Eicha. 

The Haftara for Shabbat Chazon is
mostly read with the Eicha melody.
The rabbi of the shul or a prominent
member of the congregation is
usually honored with Maftir. 

Shabbat meals are as usual, includ-
ing meat and wine. The custom of not
eating meat or drinking wine during
the Nine Days does not apply to
Shabbat - part of "no public display
of mourning on Shabbat". One may
have meat and wine at all meals on
Shabbat, even if this is more than he
would usually do. If one is eating
meat at the Third Meal, and the meal
extends into the night, he still may
continue to eat meat. Some disagree
and hold that one should stop eating
meat at nightfall, even if one hasn't
ended his Shabbat.
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It will serve us well to think of meat
& wine on Shabbat Chazon, not only
in the negative (no public display of
mourning, therefore...), but also in a
positive way. Shabbat is called "a
foretaste of the World to Come".
Shabbat Chazon allows us a glimpse
into the (hopefully near) future
when the prophecy of Zacharia will
come to be and Tish'a b'Av and its
three satellite fasts will become
joyous days. We might look at
Shabbat as a down payment from
G-d, so to speak, on His promise for
the future.

Havdala: Some say that since
Havdala of Shabbat Chazon is said
after Shabbat is over, then one
should not drink wine, since wine is
forbidden during the Nine Days
(except for Shabbat). One would then
choose a beverage for Havdala that is
known as CHAMAR MEDINA, a drink
of some importance in our society.
Check with your LOR for the
approved drinks list. 

The other opinion holds that THE
proper beverage for Havdala is WINE
(except in cases of "great need",
such as, there is no wine or you are
allergic to it). If you use wine and
there is a child present at Havdala
who is old enough to understand the
concept of Brachot but too young to
understand Mourning the CHURBAN,
then he/she should drink the wine of
Havdala. (Too young and no real
understanding of brachot does not

absolve the Havdala maker from
drinking. Old enough to mourn the
loss of the Mikdash, then he/she also
shouldn't be drinking wine during the
Nine Days.) If not, the one saying
Havdala should drink the wine. Some
say that he should not finish the
whole cup, but suffice with a ROV
R'VI'IT. Others say the whole cup so
that the after-bracha can be said. 

SHAVUA SHECHAL BO

The week in which Tish'a b'Av falls
has stricter rules than the first part
of the Nine Days - e.g. those who
shave during the Three Weeks and
even after Rosh Chodesh Av, should
at least not shave during SHAVU'A
SHECHAL BO. As mentioned earlier,
cutting one's nails is not permitted.
Psychologically, one should be
"aware" of the increase in mournful
practice and feelings (even if it does
not show in practice as different.

EREV TISH'A B'AV

Some authorities forbid regular Torah
learning in the afternoon of Erev 9Av,
permitting only those topics which
are permitted on Tish'a b'Av itself. 

There is a strict opinion that one
should not eat regular meals after
noon - only SEUDA HAMAFSEKET.
Realistically, this opinion is too
difficult for most people to follow,
and, in fact, it is not followed. The
usual practice is to eat a regular meal
in the late afternoon, followed by
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Mincha (if that works out), and then
to have the special pre-fast "meal",
shortly before the onset of the fast. 

Seuda HaMafseket traditionally
consists of bread (or pita) and a hard
boiled egg, and water. Some dip the
egg and/or bread in ash. 

Officially, there are many rules con-
cerning what may and may not be
eaten at this pre-fast meal. Since
most people will have recently eaten
a "regular" supper, it is most common
to have SEUDA HAMAFSEKET with
just bread, egg, and water. 

This is a mourner's meal, appro-
priate for pre-9Av. It should be eaten
alone, to avoid benching mezuman.
Some sit on the floor or low seat for
this meal. The meal is eaten and the
Birkat HaMazon is said with a heavy
heart, realizing the enormity of the
Churban. Many have the custom to
recite AL NAHAROT BAVEL for this
meal, even if they don't say it on a
regular basis as the alternative to
SHIR HAMAALOT.

As is true throughout 9Av, it is very
important that one's thoughts be on
the mournful and serious nature of
the day, while one is eating this
meager pre-fast meal. 

LEIL TISH’A B’AV

The prohibitions of Tish'a b'Av should
begin a few minutes before sunset.
For Jerusalem this year, we should
stop eating, drinking, etc. a few
minutes before 7:43pm. 

Maariv is recited in a low, mournful
tone. Then Megilat Eicha is read while
people sit on the ground or on low
stools. It is customary to reduce the
lighting in shul and remove the
curtain of the Ark and the covers of
the Amud and Shulchan. 

When Eicha is read from parchment,
as it is in some shuls in Jerusalem,
the bracha AL MIKRA MEGILA is
recited (but not Shehecheyanu). 

Following Eicha some kinot (poems of
lament) are chanted. 

3 aspects of 9Av laws...

[1] The prohibitions of Yom Kippur-
like fasts viz. (a) no eating or drinking,
(b) no washing except for fingertips
for ritual washing and the washing of
actual dirtied areas of the body, (c)
no cosmetics or lotions (medications
and unscented deodorant are
permitted), (d) no wearing of leather
shoes, including shoes or sneakers
with tops or soles of leather, (e) no
marital relations; 

[2] practices related to mourning,
such as no Torah-learning (except for
sad themes such as the books of
Eicha and Iyov, certain parts of other
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books of Tanach, the laws of Tish'a
b'Av, the laws of mourning, etc.); no
exchange of social greetings (mazal
tov is permitted, however), sitting on
the ground; and

[3] a reduction of luxuries and
comfort, such as making sleeping
conditions less comfortable. 

TISH’A B’AV DAY

In the morning, one should wash only
the fingers (and eyes, with one's wet
fingertips). 

Shacharit: Talit & T'filin are not worn.
No Birkat Kohanim. Davening is
regular but subdued. We omit the
bracha OTER YISRAEL B’TIF’ARA, as
this is considered a reference to
T’filin, the crown of glory of the Jew.
The bracha will be said at Mincha
when one does put on T’filin. [GR”A’s
minhag is also to skip SHE’ASA LI
KOL TZORKI in the morning brachot,
which alludes to having good shoes.
This bracha is said after the fast,
when one puts on leather shoes.] 

OTOH, we don't say Avinu Malkeinu,
Tachanun, Lamnatzei'ach, or Slichot,
any and all of which we might expect
on a fast day. Tish'a b'Av is referred
to as a MO’ED and will IY"H be a
festival when the Beit HaMikdash is
rebuilt. As a sign of our confidence in
this promise of the Geula, we treat
Tish'a b'Av now as a festival in these
token ways. Rav Soloveitchik has a
very different explanation based on
SATAM T'FILATI (Eicha 3:8) so we
reduce, not increase our prayer.

Special 9Av Torah reading (from
Va'etchanan) and Haftara (from
Yirmiyahu, read mostly with the Eicha
tune) are followed by Kinot which
should ideally continue until halachic
noon (approx. 12:45pm). Some read
Eicha in the morning. 

Thinking about Churban Beit
HaMikdash - and other tragedies
associated with 9Av - is essential,
whether one is fasting or not. 

Therefore, one should refrain from
that which would cause the mind to
wander from the day's thoughts. 

AFTER NOON: Although most
restrictions continue throughout the
day, a few are relaxed at mincha-
time. The Parochet is returned to the
Ark, lighting in shul is restored, talit
and t'filin are worn, Kohanim bless
the People, and sitting on regular
chairs is permitted. This, in essence,
almost transforms Tish'a b'Av into a
"regular" fast day and allows us to
reflect on the consolation of the
prophecies of the Geula and the
Building of the 3rd Beit HaMikdash. 

Torah and Haftara readings for
Mincha are like other fast-days. The
passages of NACHEIM and ANEINU
are inserted into the Jerusalem
bracha and Sh’ma Koleinu respec-
tively. Omitting either, one does not
go back. However, Nacheim can be
said within R'TZEI (without the
closing bracha of V'irushalayim) and
either/both can be said before YIHYU
L'RATZON at the end of the Amida.
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MOTZA’EI TISH’A B’AV
The fast ends approx. 8:06pm (some
say 8:17). Maariv is regular. One
should try to wash his whole hands
ritually (if possible) for Maariv, since
it had not been "properly" done in the
morning.

Some say Kiddush L'vana right after
Tish'a b'Av (preferably after breaking
the fast - bring a light snack with you
to Maariv). Others will have said KL
during the previous week (based on
Minhag Yerushalayim). Others will
wait for Motza'ei Shabbat Nachamu.

The 10th of Av is the day that most of
the Beit HaMikdash burned. Because
it started burning on the 9th, and
because of other events associated
with the 9th, Chazal fixed the fast
day on the 9th. But the restrictions of
the 9 Days continue beyond the fast.
Restrictions apply until halachic noon
of the 10th of Av (12:46pm this year).
This applies to not eating meat and
drinking wine, listening to joyous
music, bathing, laundry, etc. Marital
relations are forbidden on the eve of
the 10th of Av, unless it is the
“mikve” night. There are other
special circumstances - ask a Rav. 

Because 10 Av is Erev Shabbat this
year, laundry and shaving and other
preparations for Shabbat may be
done from the morning. Some say,
even Thursday night, is necessary.

PONDER THIS... Several events in
Jewish history are associated with
9Av. Major expulsions of Jews from

different countries began on 9Av, or
were decreed on 9Av, or are in some
way linked to 9Av. Some massacres
are associated with 9Av. We must
view them in an appropriate per-
spective. Simply put, the troubles we
have suffered throughout the many
centuries of exile are directly related
to the exile itself and the causes of it.
Pogroms, Crusades, the Holocaust,
all spanned the entire calendar. Yet
these events still have a 9Av context.
It is therefore appropriate to include
in one's thoughts of the day - and
activities, such as reading, videos,
etc. Holocaust material, and the like.

May our T'shuva, fasting, and
prayers - and our love of Torah, Am
Yisrael, and Eretz Yisrael, combine
with our pro-active, positive steps
towards spreading that love and
Torah observance to our fellow
Jews... all combine to hasten the
Geula Sh'leima. May we merit the
rebuilding of the Beit HaMikdash,

.on` ,epinia dxdna

Photo of model of the Beit HaMikdash by Catriel Sugarman
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The Gemara (Avodah Zara 75b) 
debates whether all utensils 
require immersion in a mikveh, or 

just utensils used for food. One opinion 
suggests that scissors used to shear sheep 
may require immersion. The Gemara 
rejects this view, stating that only klei 
seuda (utensils that are connected to 
eating) require immersion. An interesting 
question arises regarding a utensil that 
is not associated with food consumption, 
which is being used for eating purposes. 
An example would be the use of a Swiss 
Army knife to cut fruit. 

Later authorities discuss which factors 
determine whether a utensil is used for 
eating purposes. Is the status dependent 

on the intent of the manufacturer or the 
buyer? Does the frequency of the utensil’s 
use for eating purposes play a role?

The Issur V’heter (Siman 85), writes that 
if someone purchases a knife to cut 
parchment for a Sefer Torah and then 
decides to use it for cutting meat even 
once, immersion is required beforehand. 
From this ruling, it is obvious that no 
matter what the purpose or how many 
times it was used for food, it requires 
tevilah (immersion).

If he then wants to use it even 
once for a meal, it requires 
tevilah, since in essence it is a 
kli seuda

The Pri Chadash (YD 120:19) disagrees, 
pointing out that in many areas of 
Torah law we go by majority use. The 
same is true with tevilat keilim; in 
order to consider a utensil a kli seuda, 
we consider its majority use. Thus, 
according to the Pri Chadash, if someone 

OU KASHRUT
PAGE BY RABBI EZRA FRIEDMAN

Director, The Gustave & Carol Jacobs Center 
for Kashrut Education

Immersion for Utensils               
Used Unconventionally

JLEM 02-628-8282 I TLV 03-720-8000
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THE BEST DESIGN, ENGINEERING
AND INSTALLATION OF AIR 
CONDITIONING SYSTEMS.
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occasionally uses a Swiss Army knife 
to cut vegetables, yet it is mostly used 
for camping purposes, no immersion is 
required. (Other authorities agree, see 
Pitchei Teshuva 120:6.)

The Aruch Hashulchan (YD 120:40) 
disagrees with the Pri Chadash. He asserts 
that it’s the mindset of the purchaser 
that is the deciding factor in requiring 
immersion. If someone purchases a utensil 
exclusively for a non-meal related use, 
even if he uses it once for food, the utensil 

is exempt from tevilah. However, if the 
buyer’s initial plan is to use it occasionally 
for food, even only rarely, the utensil must 
be immersed before any food use. An 
example of the Aruch Hashulchan’s opinion 
is small shot glasses. It was common to 
buy small glasses for both lighting candles 
and for occasionally drinking liquor at 
special occasions. According to the Aruch 
Hashulchan if the owner purchased the 
small glasses specifically to hold oil for 
candles, no immersion is required even 
if they are used, rarely, for drinking. 

The OU Israel Gustave & Carol Jacobs Center for Kashrut Education was created to raise awareness 
and educate the public in all areas of Kashrut in Israel. Rabbi Ezra Friedman, a Rabbinic Field 
Representative for the OU is the Center's director.
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However if the glasses were purchased 
with the intent of using them for both 
lighting and an occasional shot of whisky, 
tevilah is required.

The Pri To’ar (YD 120:11) brings a 
different approach, distinguishing 
between two types of utensils. If a utensil 
is manufactured and used by most people 
for food purposes, and someone decided 
to use it for a different purpose, then if 
it will be used once for food, tevilah is 
required beforehand. For example, if 
someone purchases a kitchen knife and 
decides to use it to sharpen things, if he 
then wants to use it even once for a meal, 
it requires tevilah, since in essence it is 
a kli seuda. It would seem the Pri To’ar 
agrees that a utensil that was not made 
for meal purposes goes by its majority 
use.

To summarize:

1. A utensil that is not made for meal 
purposes and is never used for food is 
exempt from tevilah.

2. According to the Pri Chadash, in a case 
where it is used occasionally for food 
it does not require tevilah.

3. The Aruch Hashulchan holds that it 
depends on the intent of the buyer. If 
it was purchased for both purposes, 
tevilah is required. However, if the 

 Kashrut Questions in Israel? 
Call or Whatsapp Rabbi Friedman at 

050-200-4432

buyer intended it only for non-food 
purposes, it does not need immersion 
even if it is later used occasionally for 
food.

4. The Pri Toar rules that majority use is 
only relevant when the utensil is not 
meant and used in the general public 
for food. However if its main purpose 
is food and the owner uses it mainly 
for other purposes, that does not 
exempt it from immersion.

Later authorities (see Sefer Hakashrut 
p.111) rule stringently on many of these 
matters and recommend immersing most 
of these utensils, but without a bracha 
because of doubt. 

Here are some practical examples of what 
we learned above:

a. A steak knife used to sharpen pencils 
requires immersion if it is used in a meal 
even once. 

b. A camping knife that is used occasionally 
for food should be immersed. However, 
if someone wants to use it once or twice 
without tevilah that is permitted. (Based 
on the Aruch Hashulchan Ibid).

c. Shears used for cutting cardboard and 
used on numerous occasions to cut chicken 
require immersion.

All these utensils should be immersed 
without a bracha. 
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OPEN HOUSE - register now to receive the zoom link.  
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Editor, Torah TidbitsRABBI AARON
GOLDSCHEIDER

Bringing Your 
Own Brick

There is a widespread custom to 
read in a mournful voice the verse 
which contains the word Eicha from 

parshat Devarim. The haftorah which is 
read on that same Shabbat, taken from 
the book of Yeshayahu, also contains the 
evocative word Eicha, and is also read in 
a mournful melody. And of course when 
the book of Eicha is read on the evening 
of Tisha B’Av in synagogues throughout 
the world, those chapters are read in a 
mournful tone beginning with the word 
Eicha.

Why should all three readings follow this 
unique custom?

Perhaps we can trace this practice back to a 
midrashic teaching that weaves a common 
conceptual theme between all three. The 
following is the first midrashic comment 
on the book of Eicha (Midrash Rabbah 1:1):

“Three prophets used the expression 
eicha (How - an utterance of amazement 
or disbelief). Moshe, Yeshayahu, and 
Yirmiyahu...Rabbi Levi said: This may 
be explained by means of parable. A 
noblewoman who fell from grace had 

three attendants: One saw her when 
she was in her state of tranquility, one 
saw her when she was in her state of 
rebelliousness, and one saw her when she 
was in her state of shame. So too, Moshe 
saw Israel when they were in their state of 
glory...Yeshayahu saw them in their state 
of disobedience...Yirmiyahu saw them in 
their state of shame…”

Moshe witnesses the burgeoning of a 
nation but is exposed to argumentative 
people. Yeshayahu saw them as they were 
stumbling and Yirmiyahu lamented the 
tragedy of their behaviors leading them to 
their banishment and the painful exile of 
galut.

The Sfat Emet , Rebbe Yehuda Aryeh Leib of 
Ger, explains that the common expression 
Eicha used by all three prophets is not 
coincidental. The Midrash rather points 
us to a fundamental connection between 
these three prophecies. The message 
conveyed in this rabbinic teaching is that 
the latter sins of the Jewish people had 
their roots in the actions of the earlier 
generations. Had the earlier generations 
perfected their ways, the eventual sins 
that led to the destruction would not have 
come to pass. 

The pasuk tells us Yirmiyahu’s lament: 
“Our fathers have sinned [chatu] and are 
no more, and we have suffered for their 
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iniquities [avonoteihem] (Lamentations 
5:7). The expression חטא , chet, refers to an 
unintentional sin, whereas עון, avon refers 
to a sin that is premeditated. Yirmiyahu 
laments: The sin of our forefathers was 
unintentional, but it was left unchecked 
and emerged in us, their descendants, as 
premeditated avonot. Just as an individual 
who starts to sin in even a minor way finds 
it difficult to arrest his slide and eventually 
commits greater transgression, so it is with 
the nation. The ‘sin’ of the fathers festered, 
and became the iniquity of their children.

Each and every person 
must feel that he or she has 
a contribution to make to 
the overall perfection of the 
nation of Israel and the world

Moshe said, “How can I alone carry your 
contentiousness…! (Devarim 1:12) You 
are too great for me to judge alone. It is 
necessary to appoint judges to assist me. 
The nation had descended slightly so that 
they were no longer fit to be under the 
direct guidance of Moshe. This descent 
went uncorrected; the people fell further 
and further until Yeshayahu was forced 
to declare: “How has [the faithful city] 
become a harlot.” And the downward 
spiral continued until the sins of the 
people brought about the destruction 
of both the Temple and Jerusalem, and 
Yirmiyahu’s lament: Eicha, how she sits in 
solitude!” (Sfat Emet, Devarim Tisha B’Av, 
5640, 5637).

054-723-3863  

For information on magni�cent stand alone homes in 
German Colony, Baka and Old Katamon.

Call today: Eta: 054-723-3863  

 

 

Baka
100 sqm apartment in new project, 3 bedrooms, 2 
full bathrooms, high ceilings, terrace (partial sukka) 
shabbat elevator and parking. 4,250,000 NIS.

Garden Apartment in an historic building. 300 sqm 
built space with 375 sqm garden. 12,500,000 NIS.

Duplex penthouse with elevator, two sukka terraces. 
160 sqm brand new. Fantastic deal. 4,550,000 NIS!!! 

Old Katamon
130 sqm beautiful duplex apartment with high 
ceilings, 3 bedrooms, 2.5 bathrooms, 20 sqm sukka 
terrace, elevator and parking. 5,500,000 NIS

115 sqm, new apartment, with 50 sqm registered 
garden. Ready to move in. 4,300,000 NIS

Talbiya
King David Crown apartment for sale. 24/7 
doorman. 145 sqm on one �oor , facing garden, 3 
bedrooms, 2.5 bathrooms, terrace, parking, Shabbat 
elevator and storage. USD 1,800,000.

German Colony
100 sqm apartment in a new project to be ready in 
2 years. 50 sqm registered garden, parking. 
4,500,000 NIS.

160 sqm on one �oor, 2nd �oor in small luxury 
building. Parking, shabbat elevator, views, lots of 
light.  Price on request.

City Center
King George, amazing beautifully renovated and 
ready to move in, 116 sqm 5 room apartment, 4 
bedrooms & 2 full bathrooms, 2 elevators (one 
shabbat), small terrace. Modern kosher kitchen, 
large living room/dining room. 3,600,000 NIS.

North Talpiot/Caspi

Rehov Caspi, view of the old city, 5th �oor, 191 sqm 
brand new apartment, 30 sqm sukka terrace, 
Shabbat elevator. 9,500,000 NIS.

Eta Morris Realty, Ltd.   
etamorrisrealestate@gmail.com 

  Tel: 054-723-3863  ·  etamorrisrealty.co.il
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This is the point of the parable of the 
noblewoman who fell from grace. Each 
point of her decline led her further 
along until she finally found herself in a 
state of abject humiliation. Each of her 
three attendants saw her at different 
points along this descent, and expressed 
amazement and sadness appropriate to 
the state in which he found her.  

The Sfat Emet is highlighting how mistakes 
and transgressions not attended to at an 
early stage, over time, easily expand and 
exasperate. This is true for an individual 
but it is also the case on a national scale. 
This is comparable to two lines that are 
not exactly parallel - their divergence is 
initially small, and barely noticeable - but 
the further they extend, the more they 
diverge. As time passes they share no 
proximity to one another.

The Rebbe posited that this is the meaning 
of the Talmudic statement : “A generation 
in which the Temple is not rebuilt, is guilty 
for its destruction” (Yerushalmi, Yoma 1:5). 
In other words, a generation which has 
not taken up the task to rectify sins that 
caused destruction in the past are now 
also culpable. Otherwise, if they rectified 
matters, the Beit Hamikdash would be 
rebuilt. 

קצת  היה  ישראל  שבכלל  החטאים  דכל  הוא  “הענין 

מהם בשורש דורות הראשונים, דכמו )ש(כל הזכותים של 

בני ישראל הם מאבותיהם, כן אם היה תיקין גמור בשורש, 

לא היה נצמח)ים( החטאים אחר כך” )שפת אמת תר”מ  

ד”ה במדרש איכה(”

This lesson is not meant to overwhelm 
us. On the contrary. It is meant to be 
empowering.The esteemed Rebbe of 

Ger inspired and uplifted his chassidim 
exhorting them that their actions have a 
direct impact on the rebuilding of the Beit 
Hamikdash. 

This viewpoint is reminiscent of a beautiful 
story told of the great Rebbe Elimelech of 
Lizhensk (1717-1787). One night the holy 
Rebbe had a dream. In that dream he saw 
the angels that were running quickly. Each 
one was carrying a brick and bringing 
it for the building of the holy Temple in 
Jerusalem. There were thousands of angels 
all bringing bricks for the building of our 
long-awaited Temple in Jerusalem. Reb 
Elimelech went over to one of the angels 
and asked him, “Why are there so many 
angels bringing bricks? The angel turned 
to Reb Elimelech and said to him, “Don’t 
you know? Each person needs to bring 
their own brick for the rebuilding of the 
Temple.” (“The Night That Unites” p. 214) 

Following a meal when reciting the Birkat 
Hamazon we express our aspirations 
and longing for the Beit Hamikdash with 
the words “Rebuild Jerusalem, the Holy 
City, speedily in our days.” The Chassidic 
Rebbes interpreted this line based in the 
story above. Most translate the phrase 
‘beemehayra v’yameinu’, speedily in our 
days” to mean that we are praying that 
Jerusalem and the Temple be rebuilt 
quickly so that we will be able to see it in 
our own lifetime. However, the phrase can 
be understood to mean not “in our days” 
but “with our days.” In other words, let us 
rebuild Jerusalem by the way we fashion 
and live each day; healing the flaws of 
yesteryear. In this way each of us needs 
to take on noble tasks and accept the 
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responsibility of bringing our own brick so 
that the Temple will finally be rebuilt.

This inspiring theme is voiced by Rabbi 
Abraham Isaac Kook zt”l (1865-1935) in 
a memorable comment he makes on the 
Pesach Haggadah. The well known passage 
“In every generation, we are obligated to 
see ourselves as if we have come out of 
Egypt’’ is generally understood to mean 
that in the Seder night we should envision 
ourselves leaving Egypt. That is why we 
reenact the event by eating matzah and 
maror and celebrating the deliverance by 
drinking the wine. Rabbi Kook understood 
the phrase differently. He taught: Each 
and every person must feel that he or she 
has a contribution to make to the overall 
perfection of the nation of Israel and 
the world. Each individual has a unique 
role to play in perfecting his or her own 
generation. Egypt was only the beginning 
of the process; God’s “outstretched arm” 
continues to guide us. We are responsible 
to realize our mission and propel things 
forward, bringing the Redemption closer 
each day (Haggadah Olat Re’iyah p. 47)

חלקו  את  ולהרגיש  להשיג  להשלים,  אחד  כל  “חייב 

בשלימות המעלה, השייך לארכו ולדורו, המגיע לו מיציאת 

מצרים.” )הגדה עולת ראיה, מז(

Rabbi Yisrael Salanter (1810-1883), the 
famed founder of the Mussar movement, 
offered a practical application based on 
his reading of the opening Midrash of 
Eicha. When contemplating one’s actions, 
one must keep in mind not only how they 
will be impacted in their own life, but also 
the effect it will have on their children and 
beyond. A slight deviation on one’s part 

can, if not corrected, have an ill effect on 
future generations. A slight movement  
toward increasing  positive actions and 
making better choices can cause untold 
benefits that will be realized generations 
later (Torat Rav Yisrael MiSalant p. 209).

Parshat Devarim, which is always read 
the Shabbat prior to Tisha B’Av, opens 
with words of rebuke. However a closer 
look reveals a hidden love for Israel and 
Hashem’s eternal belief in His people. 
The Netziv of Volozhin (1816-1893), in 
his classic Haamek Davar penned a short 
introduction to each book of the Torah. 
Here he writes that Moshe saturated 
this book with words of mussar, ethical 
and moral wisdom meant for every Jew; 
everyone, he says, can discover teachings 
sweet as ‘milk and honey.’  Even Yehoshua, 
Moshe’s closest disciple, writes the Netziv, 
would consistently study and review this 
single book of Devarim as a source of 
inspiration and guidance. He adopted this 
book, so to speak, to be used as his own 
‘mussar sefer’.

“עד שגם יהושע רבן של ישראל השקיף בזה הספר 

ישר  דרך  וימצא  כחו.  לפי  אחד  כל  יתבונן  ומזה  תמיד. 

להלוך נכחו” )נצי”ב, פתיחה לספר דברים(

In the coming weeks as we hear the reading 
of Sefer Devarim each Shabbat we open our 
hearts to its messages of encouragement 
and motivation. We are meant to imbibe 
these teachings, each of us in our own way; 
assimilating and inculcating these ideals 
so that we steadily move closer and closer 
to the geulah shleima and to the rebuilding 
of Yerushalayim Ir HaKodesh, ‘beemehayra 
v’yameinu’’ - ‘quickly, with our days.’ 
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The “Things” 
That Matter

This week’s Parsha marks the 
beginning of the fifth Sefer of the 
Chumash, which carries the same 

title Devarim. Usually, the name of the 
Parsha – and even more so a complete 
book of the Bible – will have particularly 
meaning for us; it will represent a major 
theme of the narrative for us to take away 
after our encounter with the text.

So what is the meaning of “Devarim”? 
Can there be a term more vague than this 
word? For, in essence, at least in Modern 
Hebrew, Devarim means “things,” an 
expression so amorphous that we are left 
wondering what it means. After all, the 
Torah could simply have recorded that 
“Moshe spoke to the people as follows…” 

How then shall we interpret this opening 
sentence? Better, perhaps, “These are the 
words that Moshe spoke to all of Israel on 
the other side of the Jordan in the Midbar 
(the wilderness).”

Moshe spoke to the people 
in a language that they 
could understand; he let the 
people work things out for 
themselves: Always the better 
way

If that is the case, then comes the next 
question: Why mention the Midbar, when 
we already know that that the desert was 
where the people were at that time?  So, 
of course, we need to look ahead in the 
text so that the intention of the narrative 
and Moshe’s soliloquy becomes clearer. 
The Torah (or to be more precise, the 
Torah’s rendering of Moshe’s description 
of events) continues to outline the specific 
locations where these words of Moshe 
were delivered. What is the meaning of 
all this?

An approach comes to mind: The term 
“Devarim” is purposely ambiguous. Our 
rabbis teach us that Moshe outlined the 
places that were of import to the people 

BY MENACHEM PERSOFF     
Special Projects Consultant, OU Israel Center
mpersoff@ou.org
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just as, perhaps, a tour guide reviews all 
the sites visited by his group just before he 
leaves them. But each person will recall 
at each spot what was most subjectively 
significant. Hence “Devarim”: Take from 
my words what you will. 

But Jastro’s Dictionary of the Talmud 
will teach us that another meaning of 
the Hebrew term “Davar” is ‘to lead,’ as 
in the phrase “to lead the flock.” Thus, in 
our Parsha, Moshe, the eternal shepherd 
and leader, is exploiting his intrinsic 
leadership qualities – his “Devarim” 
– to lead his flock, even as he is about 
to relinquish both life and leadership. 
Moreover, as the teacher, par excellence, 
Moshe delivers his final message in a 
subtle manner, allowing his rebuke to the 

people to emerge naturally as the people 
reflect on what happened at these places 
and on their misbehavior. 

Moshe spoke to the people in a language 
that they could understand; he let the 
people work things out for themselves: 
Always the better way. Moshe Rabbeinu! 
Moshe our [master] teacher! Long before 
our contemporary pedagogues arrived on 
the scene and long before Solomon coined 
the phrase, Moshe actualized the axiom 
“Chanoch Lana’ar Al Pi Darko” – ‘Educate 
the youth according to his way,’ that is, 
according to one’s capacity to absorb and 
internalize the lessons to be learned. 

Shabbat Shalom!
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Moving Into a 
Home During 
the Nine Days 
Question: We sold our home and have 
been renting because construction on 
our new apartment is not complete. Now, 
it is basically ready, but lacks a Tofes 4 
(municipal permission to inhabit). If we 
get the Tofes 4 during the Nine Days, is it 
permitted to move in then?  

Answer: Classical sources do not discuss 
entering an apartment during the Nine 
Days, but building then. The gemara 
(Yevamot 43b) requires one to “lessen 
building activities” during the Nine Days, 
without specifying. In a parallel context, 
the gemara (Ta’anit 14b) says not to  build a 
“house of simcha” on a fast day and gives as 
an example building a house for a chatan, 
implying that most building is permitted. 
In contrast, the Yerushalmi (Ta’anit 4:6) 
writes that it is permitted to build when 
there is concern that a wall will collapse, 

FROM THE VIRTUAL DESK OF THE

OU VEBBE REBBE
RAV DANIEL MANN

implying that most building is forbidden. 
The Shulchan Aruch (Orach Chayim 551:2) 
brings both extreme rulings; the Mishna 
Berura (ad loc. 12) follows the Magen 
Avraham and Ran, who say that any 
unnecessary building, for nonessential 
expansion/enhancement, is forbidden.

Our understanding (see Bemareh Habazak 
III:60) is that when something is too 
simcha-related to be permitted to build in 
the Nine Days, one should not move into it 
either (Levushei Mordechai I:101 disputes 
this thesis). It should also be at least as 
problematic as wearing a new article of 
clothing (Levushei Mordechai disputes 
this too), which is forbidden on grounds of 
simcha (Rama, OC 551:6).

Let us, therefore, investigate whether 
building would have been permitted. The 
Mishna Berura (ibid.) permits to build 
when it is needed to enable normal living 
conditions. In your case, this is not grounds 
for leniency if your present rental setup is 
satisfactory. 

However, the Mishna Berura (551:13) 
permits building needed to prevent 
a financial loss, similar, although less 
dramatic, to the Yerushalmi’s case of a 
possibly collapsing wall. Finishing up the 
building to receive the building’s Tofes 
4 is certainly justified, as even a minor 
missing detail can hold up a building-full 
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of families for weeks, causing large losses 
of money and hardship. Is paying several 
days of rent enough of a justification? In 
a parallel case of buying a car during the 
Nine Days, Rav Moshe Feinstein (Igrot 
Moshe, OC III:80) allows it when needed for 
work (it is unclear what his assumptions 
were regarding the person’s alternatives: 
no job, renting, using taxis?) In your case, 
it depends greatly on the individual family 
and its financial situation. In borderline 
cases, there is logic to allowing moving 
in during the beginning of Av but not 
during the week in which Tisha B’av falls 
(Bemareh Habazak ibid.). 

In case of need, one can get 
the car during the Nine Days 
and recite Shehecheyanu after 
Tisha B’av

There is another issue – the bracha upon 
entering the house. The Shulchan Aruch 
(OC 551:17) says that one should refrain 
from reciting Shehecheyanu during the 
Three Weeks because the time is one we 
are not happy about. Many assume that 
one should recite Shehecheyanu upon 
entering a new house (see Shulchan Aruch, 
OC 223:3). The Levushei Mordechai (ibid.), 
whom we cited as being very lenient on 
building, forbids entering the home due 

to inability to recite Shehecheyanu. Rav 
Moshe Feinstein (ibid.) ruled that in case 
of need, one can get the car during the 
Nine Days and recite Shehecheyanu after 
Tisha B’av; that logic applies here too. In 
Bemareh Habazak (ibid.), we accepted 
the Bi’ur Halacha (to 223:3) that when 
the homeowner has a wife and children 
benefiting from the house, the bracha to 
make is Hatov V’hameitiv (see more in 
Living the Halachic Process V, D:18), rather 
than Shehecheyanu. Since it does not 
mention “this time,” it is permitted in Av.

Another factor in play here is the concern 
that major projects undertaken during 
this period will be lacking in good mazal 
(see Ta’anit 29b). We are not experts on 
the rules of mazal. We suggest to consider 
the psychological element as well – a 
believing Jew is sometimes uneasy and/
or regretful, short and perhaps long-term, 
about projects he did in the Nine Days, 
and it is wise to consider that feeling as 
well. 

 Having a dispute? 
For a Din Torah in English or 

Hebrew contact ‘Eretz Hemdah 
- Gazit’ Rabbinical Court: 077-
215-8-215 • fax: (02) 537-9626 

beitdin@eretzhemdah.org  
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 Machon Puah for Fertility and
Gynecology in Accordance with Halacha RABBI GIDEON

WEITZMAN

Real and  
Present Danger

Last week we saw the difference of 
opinion between the Ridbaz and the 
Rema regarding the permissibility 

of endangering oneself to save someone 
else. While the Ridbaz prohibited placing 
oneself in such danger, the Rema permitted 
it. Rabbi Waldenberg (Tzitz Eliezer, Vol. IX 
17:5,3) explained that the Rema was of the 
opinion that the mitzvah surpassed the 
obligation to distance oneself from danger. 
Based on this we can say that doctors and 
medical professionals are permitted, and 
obligated, to save lives even though they 
expose themselves to danger.   

If that is the case, why did the Ridbaz 
disagree and outlaw helping others? 
The Tzitz Eliezer suggests that the Rema 
and the Ridbaz may be discussing two 
different cases. In the Ridbaz’s case there 
is a chance of a clear and present danger. 
In the case he discussed, gentiles threaten 
to kill someone unless another person 

agrees to have one of their limbs cut off. 
While the person may not die from this 
removal of a limb, it is very possible that 
he is in mortal danger.

This is different from the case discussed 
by the Rema in which a person refuses 
to rent his house to someone who’s wife 
is ill. There the danger is much less acute, 
especially if the illness is not contagious, or 
the air is not contaminated. But, in other 
circumstances, where the landlord would 
be in danger, even the Rema would agree 
that he can refuse to rent the property.

If the doctor is in danger, he 
cannot endanger himself

Rabbi Waldenberg claims that the Rema 
and the Ridbaz do not argue. On the 
contrary, they agree that one cannot 
endanger oneself in the case of real 
danger, and only in the case of a small 
chance of danger can one place oneself in 
some peril.

The obvious practical application of this 
distinction is that a doctor is obligated 
to treat a sick patient even if there is 
a chance of danger, on the condition 
that there is not an imminent threat 
to the doctor’s life. However, if the 
doctor is in danger, he cannot endanger 
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himself even to save another person. Of 
course, if the doctor takes the correct 
precautions to ensure that he is safe, 
then he is permitted and obligated to 
treat the patient.

But are doctors really exempt from the 
mitzvah of healing the sick and relieving 
their ailments out of a fear of getting sick 
themselves? Surely the doctor’s entire 
job is to heal the sick under whatever 
circumstances.

More on this next week. 

The Puah Institute is based in Jerusalem 
and helps couples from all over the world 
who are experiencing fertility problems. 
Offices in Jerusalem, New York, Los Angeles 
& Paris. Contact (Isr) 02-651-5050 
(US) 718-336-0603 www.puahonline.org

GabaiRealEstate

OLD KATAMON, Bustenai St.

BEIT HAKEREM, Hechalutz

NEW! Renovated 113 sqm duplex.  3.5 Bdrms, 2.5 
baths & 24 sqm of balconies.  Bright with incredible 
views and private parking. Asking NIS 4,500,000

RENT: Rechavia
On Even Gvirol, 2 bedrooms, fully furnished, shabbat 
elevator, succah balcony, bright and airy.

Private house!  300 sqm, 750 sqm lot,  
one of a kind, potential for future expansion.

Yaniv: 052.614.1442
Yaniv@gabairealestate.com

Elia: 052.862.9208
EliaGabai@gmail.com

GabaiRealEstate.com

RENT: Beitar st., Arnona

RENT: Hatayasim St., Katamon

1.5 Flights up, 80 sqm, 3 rooms, fully furnished,  
in great condition, w/ central AC. Asking NIS 5,500

Bright & spacious 2 bedroom apartment on the corner 
of HaPalmach St., 1.5 bath, with access to a private 
garden in use.  Availble move in date 15.8.20 
Asking price: NIS 5,800 per month

BAKA, K. Galuyot
102 sqm, 4 bedrooms, 2 bathrooms, bright, airy,  
succah balcony and gorgeous view.   
Asking price: 2,390,000 NIS

OLD KATAMON, Rachel Imenu

RECHAVIA, Diskin Penthouse

134 Sqm, elevator, private parking, fantastic natural 
light, 3 beds (2 are en-suites), 3 baths,  
plus a sukah porch! 

410 sqm, penthouse, 308 sqm terrace,  
breathtaking view, parking, Sh. elevator
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TORAH VEHA'ARETZ
INSTITUTE BY RABBI MOSHE BLOOM

en.toraland.org.il

Separating 
Terumot and 
Ma’aserot                
in Iraq Today, 
part II

Last week we wrote that despite the 
words of the Mishnah, Rambam, 
and Shulchan Aruch—that we 

are obligated to separate terumot and 
ma’aserot in countries near the Land of 
Israel—this is not the practice today.

There are several reasons that led to this 
leniency today, which began in the times 
of the Rishonim or even the Geonim:

Chazal set up this institution only when 
the obligation was biblical. Since today the 
Temple isn’t standing and the obligation is 
rabbinic, the decree no longer applies.

This institution applied only when it was 
possible to eat terumah in a state of ritual 
purity. Today, however, kohanim cannot 
eat the terumot in a state of purity (Rabbi 
Tzemach Gaon).

The institution did not apply to lands 
under non-Jewish sovereignty, when the 

king  had some sort of ownership of the 
land. 

The prophets instituted separating terumot 
and ma’aserot following the destruction 
of the First Temple and upon the exile to 
Babylon. During Second Temple times, 
however, only select individuals continued 
this custom, which was no longer practiced 
at a later time (Harav  Avraham Kook).

Terumot and ma’aserot applies 
only to land owned by Jews

The custom of not separating terumot and 
ma’aserot in lands surrounding the Land 
of Israel predates Rabbi Yosef Karo, so we 
are not bound to follow the ruling of the 
Shulchan Aruch in this case.

In conclusion: According to most 
Acharonim, there is no obligation to sep-
arate terumot and ma’aserot in lands sur-
rounding the Land of Israel (Egypt, Syria, 
Jordan, Iraq). In any case, the obligation of 
separating terumot and ma’aserot applies 
only to land owned by Jews. The current 
situation today is that there are nearly no 
Jewish land owners who raise produce in 
our surrounding countries. 

Note that we are only talking about 
territory that is not included in modern-
day Israel. 
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Not just the first; the root
Last week, this page was devoted to
preparing for the Nine Days - and not
what I would have liked to write about
for Parshat (Matot-)Mas'ei - the mitzva
to live in Eretz Yisrael.

But Parshat D'varim this week, gives me
another chance at that topic. Look at
D'varim 1:8

EẂ §xE E Ÿ̀ µA u ¤x ®̀̈ d̈Îz ¤̀ m¤ki¥p§t ¦l i¦Y¬©zp̈ d ²¥̀ §x
m ¸̈dẍ §a ©̀ §l m ¹¤ki¥zŸa̧ £̀ «©l ' Âd r©́A §W¦p x ´¤W £̀ u ¤x ½̀̈ d̈Îz ¤̀

:m«¤di ¥x£g «©̀ m ̈r §x©f §lE m ½¤dl̈ z¥́zl̈ ÆaŸw £r«©i §l «E w³̈g§v¦i §l

See, I have set the land before you; come
and possess the land which G-d swore to
your forefathers, to Avraham, to
Yitzchak, and to Yaakov, to give them
and their descendants after them.

This 'invitation' from HaShem follows a
direct command in last week's sedra - 

m²¤kl̈ i¬¦M D®̈AÎm¤Y§a ©Wi«¦e u ¤x ̀̈ d̈Îz ¤̀ m¬¤Y §W ©xF «d§e
:D«̈zŸ̀  z ¤W ¬¤xl̈ u ¤x ̀̈ d̈Îz ¤̀ i¦Y¬©zp̈

You shall clear out the Land and settle in
it, for I have given you the Land to
occupy it. - Bamidbar 33:53

The pasuk from Mas'ei is the source of
Ramban's famous Mitzva #4 - Mitzvat

Yishuv HaAretz. True, the Rambam (and
Chinuch) do not number Living in Israel
as one of the 613 mitzvot. Different
suggestions to explain this can be found
in various sources. Rambam certainly
holds that living in Eretz Yisrael is an
essential of a Torah Life. He quotes the
gemara in his halachic work, Mishneh
Torah: A person should rather live in
Eretz Yisrael in a city the majority of
whose inhabitants are idol worshiper,
and not in Chutz LaAretz, even in a city
whose majority are Jews. A Jew living in
Israel has a G-d, and one living outside is
like one who has no G-d. Powerful words
from one who didn't count this mitzva
among Taryag. It can be argued that
Rambam considers Mitzvat Yishuv Ha-
Aretz as a supra-mitzva. No room here
to explain further.

The mishna in Taanit lists the decree
against the generation of the Midbar not
to enter the land - this in the wake of
Cheit HaMeraglim. This is not just the
first of the list of the five items the
mishna enumerates, the other four all
relating to the Churban. Rather it is the
root cause of all the tragedies related to
destruction and exile. Of Torah we said
NAASEH V'NISHMA, and as a result the
Torah is always with us - even when we
sometimes don't deserve it. But we keep
losing our connection to the Land and it
all started with the Meraglim fiasco.

When we all recognize the mitzva living
in Israel and that it is R'TZON HASHEM,
we will be further on our way to the

on` - epinia dxdna ,dnly dle`b
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D’varim- 
Words

This week we start reading the fifth 
book of the Torah. Bereshit was 
about the creation of the world till 

Yosef’s death, about 2300 years of our 
history. Shmot, starts with Yaakov and 
his sons going down to Egypt through the 
redemption from Egypt, till the building 
of the Mishkan, more than 210 years. 
Vayikra, deals with lots of Mitzvot that 
were taught in Ohel Moed and Har Sinai. 
The book of Bamidbar tells about the 40 
years that we were in the desert. So what 
about the book of D’VARIM which was all 
said in the 37 days before they entered the 
land of Israel? 

The book of D’VARIM is referred to as 
the “Mishna Torah”, the repetition of the 
Torah. Moshe repeats mitzvot that he had 
taught the nation already in one of the 
other books of the Torah. We would think 
that if this is a repetition of what was stat-
ed in the other four books, then this book 
would have the most mitzvot, but if some-
one were actually to check they would find 
that Vayikra has the most mitzvot.

So we see that the book of D’VARIM doesn’t 
cover the longest time period in our history, 

 PORTION FROM
 THE PORTION

BY RAKEL BERENBAUM
Contributor, Torah Tidbits

it doesn’t have the most mitzvot, nor does 
it have the most “juicy stories”.  So you may 
be wondering, what is so special about this 
book? The name of the book gives it away. 
The whole sefer is filled with DIBURIM 
- talking; speeches and dialogues. In the 
portions of D’VARIM through Ekev there 
is TOCHACHA – rebuke and memories, in  
RE’I thru KI TEITZEI there are speeches 
about specific mitzvot and how to fulfill 
them and in Ki Tavo thru Vayelech the 
speeches are related to the covenant 
and the book ends with Haazinu and Zot 
Habracha with a song and  speeches .

Rav Yehudah Shaviv in his book on the 
parsha, points out that for the 40 years 
in the desert Moshe has led the nation, 
but he hasn’t spoken much. He actually 
started his career as a leader with a 
speech impediment, referring to himself 
as someone who was not able to speak 
“LO ISH D’VARIM ANOCHI”. Moshe even 
needed Aharon to talk for him, and was 
punished for hitting the rock, rather than 
talking to it as he had been instructed to 
do. It seems in the last 40 days of his life 
he spoke to the people more than he had 
ever done during the rest of his time as 
their leader. He has become someone who 
shares D’VARIM. 

It could be that now, with his death 
imminent, he feels that the people will 
be more willing to listen to what he has 
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to say.  It is the perfect time for him to 
share with them words of faith, rebuke, 
and more details about the mitzvot. He 
has learned that “words that go out from 
the heart, will enter the heart – D’VARIM 
HAYOTZIM M”HALEV YIKANSU LALEV”. 
These words have the power to educate 
and shape a whole nation. By sharing his 
many words with us not only does he teach 
us specific lessons, but he also teaches 
us the importance of words themselves – 
they can influence, teach and shape those 
around us. Moshe’s words are his last will 
and testament to the nation.  

It struck me that it is no coincidence that 
we read  from Sefer D’VARIM just at this 
time of year, right before 9 Av. There’s no 
better time of year to work on the words, 
ha’D’VARIM that come out of our mouths. 
I have started to learn the book “Guard 
Your Tongue” with one of my sons. It 
helps make us more sensitive to the power 
of our words.  In the introduction to his 
book, the Chafetz Chaim, gives a list of the 
31 negative and positive commandments 
which one violates if he speaks LOSHON 
HARA. For example one commandment he 
lists is “Love your neighbour as yourself”. 
By speaking or listening to derogatory 
words about another Jew, the person 
shows that he doesn’t truly love the other 
person. In the time of year when we mourn 
the destruction of the Beit Hamikdash, due 
to baseless hatred, SINAT CHINAM, we 
should go out of our way to show AHAVAT 
CHINUM, true love for our fellow Jew. 
Working on guarding our own tongue is 
something we should all be doing now – 
maybe it will help hasten the rebuilding of 

the Beit Hamikdash, speedily in our days.  

 RECIPE

Since we discussed the importance of 
speech and guarding one’s tongue, here’s 
a simple tongue recipe. 

TONGUE CASSEROLE

1 fresh tongue, not pickled 
1 box fresh or a can of mushrooms, sliced 
1 onion, sliced 
3 stalks celery, chopped 
1 green pepper, cut in chunks 
1 large can tomato sauce 
3-4 potatoes, quartered 
1/4 c. oil 
Garlic powder to taste 
Salt & pepper 
1 large can peas, drained (optional)

Cook tongue in a pot covered with water. 
When water boils and darkens, change 
water and cook in fresh water over 
medium flame for 1 hour till tender. Pour 
off water and while still warm, hold stable 
with a fork and peel off the skin. When 
cooled, slice tongue and arrange slices side 
by side in a casserole dish. Sprinkle with 
salt, pepper and garlic powder. Set aside.

Saute onion, celery, green pepper and 
mushrooms. Add tomato sauce; stir well. 
Pour sauce over tongue. Arrange potatoes 
on top. Bake in oven, covered until tongue 
is tender, about 1.5 hours. Add drained 
peas just before serving. Keep in oven until 
peas are warm. 
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 PIRKEI AVOT
SPECIAL SUMMER SERIES

Phil Chernofsky 
Editor Emeritus, 
Torah Tidbits

Perspectives on the Study                           
of Nature

We in Israel read/learn the 3rd perek of 
Avot this Shabbat. In Chutz LaAretz, they 
have the 3rd perek next week. Let’s look 
at the 9th mishna (some texts number the 
mishnayot differently). This mishna is 
sometimes attributed to a R’ Yaakov.

וַמְפִסיק  ְושוֶנה,  בדֶרְך  ַהְמַהלְך  אוֵמר:  ִשְמעון  ַרבי 

ִממִשָנתו ְואוֵמר: ַמה נֶאה ִאיָלן ֶזה וַמה נֶאה ִניר ֶזה, ַמֲעֶלה 

ָעָליו ַהָכתוב ְכִאלו ִמְתַחֵיב בַנְפשו.

R’ Shimon says: He who walks on the road 
and is reviewing (his Torah learning in his 
mind), and stops his learning and says - 
How beautiful is this tree, how beautiful is 
this field - the verse considers him to have 
put his life in jeopardy.

The obvious question is what is so terrible 
about admiring a tree or a field while 
walking on the road? The admiration of 
nature is the admiration of G-d’s World. 
We even have brachot for different 
elements of nature.

The standard explanation is that when 
one is engrossed in Torah study, nothing 
should cause him to interrupt himself 
- even the beauties of nature. Studying 

Torah is above all.

There is another way to understand 
this mishna. The key words to this 
understanding is UMAFSIK MIMISHNATO, 
and he stops his learning to admire nature. 
Admiration of nature must be part of the 
Torah in which we are engrossed as we 
walk on the ‘road of life’.

The study of nature, of the life sciences, 
needs a very special perspective. On the 
one hand, to view nature as something 
different from G-d is problematic. It short 
changes G-d. This attitude manifests 
itself with making a sharp distinction 
between Limudei Kodesh and Limudei 
Chol - studying holy matters and mundane 
matters. The Torah way of life does not 
recognize the pursuit of any area of 
knowledge as being outside the Jew’s 
lifetime challenge of Knowing G-d, better 
and better. This, says the Rambam, leads to 
a deeper and richer Love of G-d.

When one studies biology or chemistry or 
physics or astronomy... (any topic, really), 
he should close the part of his mind and 
heart that is reserved for Torah Learning, 
and open up a different part for other 
disciplines. A beloved biology professor I 
was privileged to have for several courses 
at Yeshiva University - Dr. William Etkin 
z”l - said to us once, a Torah person’s mind 
must always be open (he would have 

פרקי אבות
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said 24/7, but that phrase wasn’t popular 
yet) and everything that he learns, sees, 
experiences, should be seen within a 
Torah perspective.

Study of nature can and has 
led some people and societies 
to forget about the one G-d 
and worship many other 
things

The above touches on one side of this issue. 
MAFSIK MIMISHNATO is problematic.

There is another side of the study and 
admiration of nature, that is just as 
problematic.

When admiration of nature, of the Sun 
and the Moon, of lofty mountains and 
magnificent animals and trees, leads 
to veneration and worship. This is the 
dire concern Moshe Rabeinu expresses 
in the beginning of next week’s sedra 
(Va’etchanan) about seeing various 
impressive elements of G-d’s Creation, 
and either making the grave mistake of 
worshiping them, even in the misguided 
thinking that it is a way to serve and 
worship G-d.

If a person is rightly impressed with 
the Sun (for example), its light, warmth, 
energy, life-force, and this leads to Sun-
worship (as it did in generations of long 
ago), then that is a very serious situation, 
to say the least.

But being equally impressed with the Sun 

as a ball of fiery plasma with internal 
convective motion that creates a magnetic 
field... that it is 109 times the diameter of 
the Earth and 330,000 times as massive... 
The Sun currently fuses about 600 million 
tons of hydrogen into helium every 
second, converting 4 million tons of matter 
into energy every second as a result... 
Wow, look at what G-d created - that’s fine. 
What does G-d have to do with the Sun 
which formed about 4.600,000,000 years 
ago from the collapse of part of a giant 
molecular cloud that consisted mostly of 
hydrogen and helium and that probably 
gave birth to many other stars. - that’s the 
problem!

Study of nature can and has led some 
people and societies to forget about the 
one G-d and worship many other things. 
Study of nature has led other people 
and societies to leave G-d to the spiritual 
matters in the world (if that) and consider 
nature as we know it and are still learning 
about, to have nothing to do with G-d at all.

Wikipedia’s entry on the Sun is huge. I did 
a search for God in the entry -  gods and 
goddesses were mentioned numerous 
times in the article. Not G-d as Creator of 
All.

If the study and admiration of nature is 
so fraught with pitfalls for the G-d-fearing 
person, may it be better not to study nature.

No, says the Navi Yeshayahu in next week’s 
haftara of Nachamu. He says, S’U MAROM 
EINEICHEM UR-U MI VARA EILEH..., 
lift your eyes heavenward and see (and 
understand and appreciate) Who created 
it all. 
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Note to parents and grandparents: 
Some of the elements in the PP are easy; 
others are tougher. Some involve English-
Hebrew plays on words. You know your 
childen, grandchildren, and guests; we 
don't. Using these explanations, decide 
which elements might trigger a discussion 
on Parshat HaShavua with which person. 
Have a fun and educational time.

Speech-bubble at the top contains the 
main elements of what Moshe said to 
the People <> the travels from Egypt to 
Eretz Yisrael... victories of the People in 
several battles (the V for victory hand 
signal), and about Torah and Mitzvot 
that are the essence of Jewish Life <> the 
letter D marked 24K stands for DI ZAHAV 
<> Judge's gavel flanked (above & below) 
by two negation circles, relates to the 
prohibition of appointing judges for the 
wrong reasons - not because of wealth, 
nor out of fear or threats. Furthermore, 
a judge may not be afraid of threats 
(e.g. the gun) <> Arrows indicating DO 
NOT ENTER to the right and the left, 
permitting only straight ahead, for the 
two instances we approached nations 
for permission to pass through their 
land <> Spies carrying the cluster of 
grapes stands for one of the major 
elements in the sedra <> Ghost with the 
SF Giants logo is a play on the pasuk 

(2:11), The REFA’IM (ghosts in modern 
Hebrew; warriors or mighty people in 
the Biblical context) can be considered 
giants (or vice versa) <> Silhouettes of 
bull and donkey are from the pasuk at 
the beginning of the haftara in which 
the prophet contrasts us unfavorably 
with the animals. The bull knows his 
master and the donkey, his feeding 
trough <> Buttons (computer keys) 
emanating from a button = D'varim 2:23 
- KAFTORIM HAYOTZ'IM MIKAFTOR <> 
Stars at the top = Moshe's description 
of the size of the nation: G-d has caused 
you to multiply and here you are as 
numerous as the stars of the heavens <> 
Blank face with a question mark is for 
LO TAKIRU PANIM BAMISHPAT (D'varim 
1:17) <> Compass pointing north, as in 
D'varim 2:3 - ...P'NU LACHEM TZAFONA, 
turn to the north <> Snowflake is for 
D'varim 3:9, which tells us that the 
Tzidonites called the Hermon Siryon 
and the Emori called it SNIR. Rashi says 
SNIR means snow in Ashkenaz (early 
form of German) and in the Canaanite 
language <> Moshe is telling the "new" 
generation (D'varim 2:7), of G-d's 
blessing... that going through the Midbar 
for 40 years... LO CHASARTA DAVAR, 
nothing was lacking. Literally, nothing 
was subtracted. Hence, 40-0 <> Anchor 
minus N = Anchor is OGEN. Take off the 
N (spelled EN) and you are left with OG 
<> Kazoo is for ZAMZUMIM (sounds like 
a kazoo sound). <> Hoe and eel, for HO'IL 
MOSHE BEI'EIR ET HATORA HAZOT... <> 
Gumby with his faithful steed Pokey. 
Gumby sounds like GAM BI, me too, 
from D'varim 1:37 <> The first name of 
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the fellow in the lower-right is BARNEA, 
as in KADEISH BARNEA <> Photo of the 
TATE Britain, one of four art museums 
in the Tate Gallery network. The word 
TEIT, spelled TAV-TAV, occurs 14 times 
in the Tanach, of which, 3 are in the 
Chumash, of which two are in Parshat 
D'varim. It has the highest gimatriya of 
all two-letter words, 800 <> The letter 
L made up of two drums = TOF-EL <> 
Below the X which is below the TOF-L 
are the pictures of the six characters 
from the game CLUE, with the focus on 
Mrs. White. White represents LAVAN 
and the X marks the spot BEIN TOFEL 
V'LAVAN <> The basketball backboard 
with the number 2 touching the rim. 
Both the number and the rim are red, 
which is an old reminder of Russia. So 
we take the Russian word for "two", 
which is D'VA and combine it with the 
English word RIM and we get D'VARIM 
<> 1160 is the sum of 1000, 100, 50, and 
10, for the officers of units with those 
numbers <> Anticipating needing more 
room on the T-4 page, I'm appending 
the TTriddle report here <> The FPT 
was - The pasuk that gave R'Yisrael 
Meir HaKohen his pen name. The 
answer is MI HA'ISH HECHAFEITZ 
CHAYIM OHEIV YAMIM LIR'OT TOV = 
50+316+183+68+8+100+637+17 = 1379. 
The Unexplained from the ParshaPix - 
79, 47 (we mistakenly typed 74), 29, 26, 
50, 82 - these are the atomic numbers 
of Au (gold), Ag (silver), Cu (copper), Fe 
(iron), Sn (tin), and Pb (lead) - the six 
metals mentioned in Bamidbar 31:22. 
Kudos to R' Meir S. and the Fe-meli for 
their solution and correction.
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Birchot 
HaTorah

During this time period of mourning, 
we often discuss various reasons 
why the Beit Hamikdash was 

destroyed. One answer given in Gemara 
Nedarim is that the people at that time 
neglected to say Birchot HaTorah, the 
blessings we recite every morning in 
our davening, about our Torah learning. 
This seems very perplexing – why would 
Hashem give such a terrible punishment 
for a seemingly minor wrongdoing? 
The Mishna Berura explains that the 
fact that the people neglected to start off 
their learning with Birchot HaTorah was 
symptomatic of a much larger problem. 
The people in that generation learned 
a lot of Torah, but they forgot why they 
were doing it. They viewed it as any other 
subject, as a purely intellectual pursuit. The 
Bach also says that they used their Torah 
study to show off to others how learned 
and frum they were. But what they forgot 
was that the goal of Limmud Torah is for 
one to grow in Ruchniyut (spirituality) and 
to develop a connection with Hashem. 

The Mishna Berura therefore explains 
that it is extremely important for us to 
remember to say Birchot Hatorah every 

day and to use it as a means to give us 
the right perspective every day about our 
Torah learning, and to remind ourselves 
that our learning is meant to help us 
build our relationship with HaKadosh                     
Baruch Hu.

One would expect that one 
should make the bracha 
of Birchat Hatorah each 
time one sits down to learn 
something or goes to another 
shiur

Structure

There is a debate in Gemara Berachot as 
to what the text of Birchat HaTorah should 
be. Three different Amoraim each offer 
their own bracha and our siddur reflects a 
combination of all three Brachot. 

ִמְצוָתיו  נּו בְּ שָׁ ר ִקדְּ ה ה’ ֱאלקינּו ֶמֶלְך ָהעוָלם ֲאשֶׁ רּוְך ַאתָּ בָּ

ִדְבֵרי תוָרה: ְוִצוָּנּו ַלֲעסוק בְּ

We start off with a ברכת המצווה, a bracha 
recited prior to doing a mitzvah, in which 

REBBETZIN ZEMIRA
OZAROWSKI Director of OU Israel L’Ayla Women’s Initiative
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we recognize prior to starting our Torah 
learning for the day, that we are about 
to embark on a mitzva that Hashem has 
commanded us. We note specifically that 
the mitzva is not merely to learn Torah but 
 to delve into the words of ,לעסוק בדברי תורה
the Torah, to really immerse ourselves in 
Torah study, making the Torah a part of 
ourselves. This bracha really focuses on 
the efforts that we need to put into our 
Torah study.

ָך  ִפינּו ּוְבִפּיות ַעמְּ ְבֵרי תוָרְתָך בְּ ְוַהֲעֶרב ָנא ה’ ֱאלקינּו ֶאת דִּ

ֶצֱאָצֵאינּו(  )ְוֶצֱאָצֵאי  ְוֶצֱאָצֵאינּו.  ֲאַנְחנּו  ְוִנְהֶיה  ִישָרֵאל.  ית  בֵּ

ֶמָך ְולוְמֵדי תוָרֶתָך  נּו יוְדֵעי שְׁ ית ִישָרֵאל. כֻּלָּ ָך בֵּ ְוֶצֱאָצֵאי ַעמְּ

ד ּתוָרה ְלַעּמו ִישָרֵאל: ה ה’ ַהְמַלמֵּ רּוְך ַאתָּ ָמּה: בָּ ִלשְׁ

We then continue with the beautiful 
bracha of והערב נא where we ask Hashem to 
please make the words of Torah sweet to 
us, and not only to us,  but to our children 
as well. We need to put in our effort but we 
also need Hashem’s help to make us feel 
connected to our Torah study and to be 
able to pass that enthusiasm and passion 
over to our children. This is not a simple 
thing in today’s times. We need to really 
have Kavana as we say this Bracha because 
it is only with tremendous siyata dshmaya 
that we will be successful in inspiring our 
children.
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Located in 
Jerusalem
 city center

Ozone Gum & 
Dental Therapy

• Non- surgical approach
• Restore gum health
• Good for mild to severe cases
• Prevent gum recession
• Prevent bad breath
• Prevent tooth extraction
• Prevent root canal treatments
• Better healing of implants 

 CHESED FUND
Please help us help the 40 individuals 

and families who turn to us for help
Make checks (Israeli, only) payable to 

the "Chesed Fund" and send  
them to  

ISRAEL CENTER CHESED FUND
att. Menachem Persoff

POB 37015 Jerusalem 91370
or leave them at the front desk
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Saying Birchot HaTorah gives us the correct perspective on daily basis, 
reminding ourselves that the goal of our Torah learning is to build 
our relationship with הקב"ה. Rav Soloveichik explains that the reason 
we only say Birchot HaTorah once a day, is because the Torah remains 
constantly on our mind  throughout the day. Just like a mother doesn’t 
forget her children when she goes off to work, so too, the Torah should 
become such a part of us, that even when we are dealing with other 
mundane tasks, it is always there, shaping who we are, how we act, and 
what we do. 

ל  נּו ִמכָּ ַחר בָּ ר בָּ ה ה’ ֱאלקינּו ֶמֶלְך ָהעוָלם. ֲאשֶׁ רּוְך ַאתָּ בָּ

ה ה’. נוֵתן ַהּתוָרה: רּוְך ַאתָּ ים ְוָנַתן ָלנּו ֶאת ּתוָרתו: בָּ ָהַעמִּ

In the final bracha, we praise Hashem for 
choosing us to be the nation to receive the 
Torah. Here we recognize not only the 
importance of Torah in our own lives but 
how the Torah shapes us as a nation. 

After finishing the Birchot HaTorah, we 
need to immediately learn some Torah 
and we do so by reciting sections from 
three different types of Torah – 

1.  A selection from the Torah – Birchat 
Kohanim  

2.  A selection from the Mishna - a list of 
mitzvot that “have no limit,” 

3. A selection from the Beraita – a list of 
mitzvot whose reward is mainly received 
in Olam Haba.  

Message

Rav Soloveichik asks a very interesting 
question. Usually we recite a bracha 

before each individual mitzva we perform, 
so if one does Netilat Yadayim three times 
in one day, he will make the bracha three 
times. One would expect that one should 
make the bracha of Birchat Hatorah each 
time one sits down to learn something or 
goes to another shiur. And yet we find that 
we make the bracha once a day during 
Shacharit and it covers all the learning we 
will do over the course of the day. Why is 
this? Rav Soloveichik answers that while 
it is true we do not study Torah constantly 
the whole day long and we do take breaks 
in between, the Torah remains constantly 
on our mind. Just like a mother doesn’t 
forget her children when she goes off to 
work and continues to worry about them 
and think about them, so too, the Torah 
should become such a part of us, that even 
when we are dealing with other mundane 
tasks, it is always there, shaping who we 
are, how we act, and what we do. We are 
 throughout the day even when עוסק בתורה
we are not actually learning it, because 
it shapes every single thing that we do. 

Cut and paste into your siddur
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Crumbs
ר לֹא ָיְדעּו  ם ָלַבז ִיְהֶיה ּוְבֵניֶכם ֲאשֶׁ ר ֲאַמְרתֶּ ֶכם ֲאשֶׁ ְוַטפְּ

ה ְוֵהם ִייָרׁשּוָה. ֶננָּ ה ְוָלֶהם ֶאתְּ מָּ ה ָיבֹאּו שָׁ ַהּיוֹם טוֹב ָוָרע ֵהמָּ

And your little ones, who you said will be 
prey, and your children, who on that day 
did not know good and evil, they will go 
there and I will give it to them, and they 
will possess it. (Devarim 1:39)

The Lubavitcher Rebbe was childless. 
Nevertheless, he explains this verse by 
using imagery that resonates chiefly 
with parents trying to feed their young 
children. About to enter the Land of Israel, 
Moshe addresses the nation who will merit 
entering the land: “And your little ones…
they will go there and I will give it to them, 
and they will possess it.”

Now they will have to work 
hard for their food

Young children play with their food and if 
they are given a slice of bread, more crumbs 
remain on their plate than go into their 
mouth. Still, the child does eat something. 
The Lubavitcher Rebbe compares this to 
the nation’s entry into the Land of Israel. 
The people are compared to a child, and 
the Torah to bread. In the wilderness, the 

THE DAILY
 PORTION

BY SIVAN RAHAV-MEIR

Torah was whole, perfect, and clean, which 
made for a comfortable existence. Once 
they enter the Land of Israel, the Jewish 
People will have to begin applying it in 
real life and it will turn into crumbs. They 
won’t have absorbed everything they were 
taught, and they will not be fully keeping 
all the commandments in a calm, relaxed 
manner. After all, their food will no longer 
fall as manna from the heavens like it did 
in the wilderness. Now they will have to 
work hard for their food and worry about 
their material existence.

Only a small amount of Torah (bread) will 
actually go into our mouths, and many 
crumbs will remain on the plate. The 
Lubavitcher Rebbe explains the parable 
and says that, nevertheless, this is the 
right thing to do and the natural course of 
history. God prefers the child’s attempts to 
eat, our attempts to keep the Torah in the 
Land of Israel, to the toil of the generation 
in the wilderness. 

Sivan Rahav-Meir is an Israeli journalist, 
currently on shlichut for the World Mizrahi 
movement to the US. She is the author of 
#Parasha (Menorah Press) and Reaching 
to Heaven (Artscroll). She is now offering 
a new bat mitzvah workshop in Hebrew 
and English: https://bm.sivanrahavmeir. 
com/en/. To receive her daily insight on 
the portion of the week, text your name to:                 
972-58-679-9000
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THE NEW OLD PATH
BY RABBI BENJI LEVY
CEO Of Mosaic United

Yitro, the 
Anonymous 
Messenger

In the final five weeks of his life, Moshe 
attempts to remind his beloved people 
of the Torah’s teachings, and counsel 

and inspire them towards a successful 
future. While essentially reviewing the 
Torah (Many infer this perspective of 
the book of Devarim from its other title, 
Mishneh Torah – mentioned in Devarim 
17:18 – which literally translates as the 
repetition of Torah). Moshe chooses to 
omit certain incidents and highlight others 
in his recounting of the events. Reading 
between the lines of his review can 
therefore sometimes be as enlightening 
and valuable as the lines themselves.

Moshe begins by reminiscing over his 

inability to carry the burden of leadership 
alone and lays out the innovative idea 
of delegating responsibility to other 
worthy individuals (Devarim 1:9-13). 
This strategic approach was actually 
first floated by Moshe’s father-in-law, 
Yitro, who saw the burden under which 
Moshe was operating (Sh’mot 18:17-18), 
however, in his review of events, Moshe 
fails to mention his father-in-law. 

Whoever says something in 
someone else’s name brings 
redemption to the world

On a basic personal level, Yitro is Moshes’ 
family and therefore one would assume 
that the right thing to do would be to 
mention the fact that this plan was 
originally his initiative. On a broader level, 
since one of the Torah portions is named 
after Yitro and grants significance to his 
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presence in the chronicle of the Jewish 
People, one would assume that Moshe 
would have at least mentioned his name 
here and given him credit for the idea. 
Furthermore, the Talmud states: ‘whoever 
says something in someone else’s name 
brings redemption to the world’ (BT, 
Tractate Chullin 104b). It is clear that the 
Talmud lends great importance to giving 
credit to the originator of ideas. In that 
case, why was Moshe not sensitive to this 
value? 

One may suggest that Moshe simply 
forgot to mention his name, but a deep 
appreciation of who Moshe was precludes 
entertaining such a notion. 

Sometimes it is simply 
easier to hear other people’s 
suggestions than to think of 
our own

Through his omission, Moshe is implicitly 
showing that the idea of delegation is 
not actually a revolutionary idea at all. 
By not making a big deal of the original 
suggestion from Yitro, and by not 
emphasising the radical nature of such a 
strategy, Moshe is showing that the idea 
of delegation is more evolutionary than 
revolutionary. Moshe should not have 
needed Yitro to suggest it. It is the kind 
of idea that he was capable of coming up 
with himself. 

We all are familiar with ideas, strategies 
and plans that we simply should not need 
someone else to notice on our behalf, 

and yet for one reason or another we are 
unable to tap into our inner resources 
and think of them for ourselves. Of 
course, having a sounding board is 
useful; often it helps to have someone 
hold up a metaphorical mirror for us 
to look into, and sometimes it is simply 
easier to hear other people’s suggestions 
than to think of our own. However, 
this does not mean that the ideas that 
others suggest are so revolutionary 
that we could not have thought of them 
ourselves. This is most notable when 
our friends, family or colleagues turn 
to us for advice. More often than not, 
the advice we offer is strikingly similar 
to advice they may have given us in the 
past. If we genuinely dig deep within 
ourselves, we are likely to find that the 
solutions are all there, just waiting to be 
revealed.  

Yitro represents one who notices the 
words that are not said. He hears beyond 
the sound and sees beyond the sight. We 
too must learn to listen to our intuitions, 
to tune into our enormous potential and 
to follow our instincts. Moshe does not 
mention Yitro’s name when talking of 
his system of delegation, for the idea was 
one he should have thought of alone. If 
we are able to tune out the general noise 
of life and tune into our own individual 
strengths, insights and wisdom, then we 
will be better able to acutely analyse our 
decisions, effectively assess our actions 
and problem-solve successfully and 
independently. 

Stay in touch with @RabbiBenji and learn 
more at www.RabbiBenji.com
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TORAH 4 TEENS
BY TEENS NCSY ISRAEL

Asher Manning 
Gush Etzion 
Chapter Director

People of Chazon

“Look beyond what you see”- [Rafiki, 
The Lion King, chapter 3 verse 6].  
As a teenager I often found myself 
protesting: “What do you mean ‘are you 
listening?’ I heard everything you said!” 
But the answer was always forthcoming 
– “You might well have heard 
everything, but you weren’t listening!”.  
Sometimes we go through life as if it 
were an abstract dream; we just float 
on through, totally oblivious to what is 
going on around us. So caught up are 
we in our own lives and troubles that we 
become blind to anything outside of our 
personal little bubble.

The Haftara of this week’s parsha is famous 
for its opening line: “Chazon Yeshayahu 
ben Amotz” – “The vision of Yeshayahu”. 
In the Hebrew language there are many 
words that describe the act of ‘seeing’ 
– Reeiya, Tzefiah, Habata, Hashkafa, 
Histaklut... But none contain the gravitas 
and foresight embedded in the word 
“Chazon” – ‘Vision’. A prophet doesn’t 
just see the future and let you in on 
the secret; his words and descriptions 
actually form the future, in the manner 
that he sees it. In the books of Nevuah 

in the Tanach, our prophets lay down a 
blueprint for how the future could, and 
should look. They share with us their 
vision of a better world, a place of justice 
and righteousness, a time of peace and 
prosperity.   

Every year, we return to read the same 
Haftara, to remind ourselves time 
and time again of the poignancy and 
relevance embedded in this one word - 
“Chazon”.

All year round we frantically rush 
through the bustle of our lives, hearing 
but not listening, looking but not seeing 
– but stop! Harken to the bell ringing 
“Chazon”! Listen closely to the loaded 
words, echoing through the ages – “Chazon 
Yeshaya” – Now is the time for Vision! 
In every Tefilat Shmoneh Esrei we 
repeat the final words of the ‘Bakashot’ 
(requests) section, often without noticing 
the vision that they carry: “VeteChezena 
Eineinu”. May our eyes be filled with 
vision, may we be people of Chazon. 
“Look beyond what you see” said Rafiki – 
May we be people of “Chazon”. 
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Elish Eisenberg 
Neve Daniel
The Admor                        
& The Tractor 

Before the State of Israel was established, 
an Admor, came to Palestine to visit his 
talmidim on kibbutz. When he arrived, 
he was appalled to see his students on 
tractors instead of learning in the Beit 
Midrash. When the Admor returned to 
Europe, he discouraged his students 
from making aliyah, because he was 
worried that in Palestine they wouldn’t 
learn Torah. I feel that the Admor might 
have misunderstood the intentions of his 
students and their understanding about 
how the Torah is supposed to be applied 
in Eretz Yisrael. 

Parshat Devarim describes how the 
Dor Hamidbar likewise might have 
misunderstood this very issue. The Jews 
in the desert had everything provided 
for them directly from Hashem - when 
they were hungry - they had maan, when 
they were thirsty - they drank from Be’er 
Miriam, and from above - the Annanei 
HaKavod provided protection. The 
generation of Bnei Yisrael that entered 
Israel with Yehoshua had a very different 
reality from the Dor Hamidbar. The 
younger generation couldn’t just rely 
directly on miracles like “handouts” from 
Hashem, but had to also fight to conquer 
and work the land. They did their own 
Hishtadlut, while relying on Hashem to 
provide good results from their work. 
The generation of Bnei Yisrael who were 
ready to enter the land of Israel couldn’t 

just be talmidim in a Beit Midrash. They 
also had to be committed to the land, 
using their Torah for both practical work 
and for halacha.

The common mistake made is thinking 
that the only way to get close to Hashem is 
through learning Torah. While learning in 
Yeshiva is important, in the land of Israel, 
to get close to Hashem you can’t just learn 
all day, you also have to work the land 
and get on that tractor. That is why the 
generation that came out of Egypt, who 
experienced the miraculous events of the 
10 Makot and Matan Torah, weren’t the 
right people to go into Israel. They didn’t 
have the right mentality to work the land 
and preferred to just wait for Hashem to 
send maan. 

Nowadays, we are fortunate that as Jews 
in Israel, we can do all these: learn in 
Yeshiva, serve in Tzahal, and fulfill the 
mitzvah to work the land. None of these 
are contradictions to Torah values.  In 
fact, this is the true fulfillment of the 
Torah. 

------------------------------------

NCSY Israel is the premier organization in 
Israel, dedicated to connect, inspire, and 
empower teen olim to the Land of Israel by 
encouraging passionate Judaism through 
Torah and Tradition. Find out more at 
israel.ncsy.org
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Salt room LibraryNeve Shalem Choir 

Neve Shalem is an assisted living facility for retirees  
and seniors with 60% English Speakers!

  Full calendar of activities and entertainment in English and Hebrew!  
  Quality apartments built to high standards with balconies & gardens  

  Professional medical services    A dedicated staff providing for all 
the needs of our senior citizens 24/7 - Just like family!

27 Koreh-Hadorot St., Jerusalem, dial *3204

Seniors  
are invited  

to a Hebrew 
ulpan,  

for free

Neve Shalem
Boutique Residence for Seniors since 1995

in the luxurious neighborhood of Arnona, Jerusalem
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LiveShalom
BringGeulah
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             Charlie                                                           Dr. David
            Harary                                                Lieberman
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                                Rabbi Paysach                                                                    Rabbi   Yosef                                                                            Rabbi Yissocher                  
                                                            Krohn                                                                                           Elefant                                                                                             Frand                                                                   

HaRav HaGaon
Shmuel Kamenetsky  S H L I T A

Message from

special feature
a women’s panel:

Mrs. Miryam Swerdlov ❙ Mrs. Zehava Lefkovitz
Mrs. Debbie Selengut ❙ Mrs. Sterna Lehrman LSCW

                                           

 visit TishaBAv.live
to purchase your tickets

 

Rabbi Yisroel    Reisman
8:45 AM Introduction

9:30 AM Kinnus

Shlomo Yehuda Rechnitz
Making Tisha B’Av Real

Rabbi Binyomin Eisenberger
IN YIDDISH Tzipisah L'Yeshuah

10:00 PM Tisha B’Av night

livestreaming on tisha b’av


